
Jeremiah 1: 4-10 

Today we’re beginning the annual Stewardship Season. This year we’re focusing on stewardship of 

talent. A good place to start is the story of Jeremiah’s call. Is it because he was reluctant to go and 

do what God wanted him to do? Is it because he felt inadequate and ill-equipped? Is it because in all 

that he’s so much like us? Maybe indeed. 

Jeremiah, even though very reluctantly, accepted the call to be a prophet to the nation. What 

followed was 40 years of conflict and strife. He wasn’t liked or appreciated, he was scorned and 

troubled, he felt he failed, more often than not he felt discouraged – but remained faithful to the call 

he heard.  

Now this is not a cheerful message inspiring us and encouraging us to heeding God’s call. It is 

brutally truthful and honest though – we’re not always sure of God’s call on our lives and what it is, 

we’re not always sure whether we’re in the right place, we’re not always sure we want to be doing 

what God wants us to do. I bet Jeremiah asked himself many a time – is this really what God wants? 

Do I really need to suffer so? Why me?? Why not somebody else?  

If you’re expecting to be told that our strengths are a clear sign as to what God might be wanting 

from us, you’ve come to the wrong place. Jeremiah who was to be a speaker wasn’t good at 

speaking. He struggled therefore all his life. So it doesn’t necessarily follow that our strengths are a 

sign of anything much. 

How does it work then? What is this message all about? At the Wednesday meeting of the Ignatian 

spirituality group we were given a poem entitled ‘God’s Dreams for Me’. It starts with a simple 

sentence: ‘God says to me: ‘I Myself will dream a dream within you.’ 

What a beautiful statement. ‘I Myself will dream a dream within you.’ God dreams a dream within 

us. Our call or our task is to find it and dream it together with God. To find it and follow the passion 

it stirs in us. Is it for refugee work? Homeless ministry? Hospitality? Putting the world to rights 

through writing letters and petitions to politicians? Healing through medical skills? Building up the 

community? Encouraging others? Maintaining buildings? Keeping finances in order? What is it that 

God’s dreaming in you? 

I have a strong belief that this call on our lives might change over time. Sometimes we might follow a 

lead thinking this is what God wants from us to then discover that it wasn’t, that we got the signs all 

wrong. Or that it was but no longer is – that now God is calling us somewhere else. The journey of 

faith is just that – discovering over and over again God the Creator and within him – ourselves and 

our calling. 

We can’t live somebody else’s dream or somebody else’s calling. Rev. John Wahl recounts a very sad 

story: ‘Professor X began to speak, not in the cranky tones his colleagues were used to hearing, but 

in a voice full of sadness and regret. He confessed that for twenty years he had been trying to mimic 

his mentor's teaching style-the results had been disastrous. His teaching wasn't working because he 

was trying to be someone he was not. Twenty years into his career it was just starting to dawn on 

Professor X that what he was doing was not his life.’[1] 

Nobody can tell us what our calling is, what we should be doing with our lives and how to exercise 

the special call of God on us. Because others have no idea – it’s not their calling and not their 

ministry. The truth, the dream, the passion is within us, waiting to be discovered and followed. What 

is God dreaming within you? Amen. 

 

[1] http://valleypresbychurch.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/020313_sermon.pdf. 


