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Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
 
Prayer: 

Let the words of my mouth 
and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, 

O Lord our strength and our redeemer. 
Amen. 

 

I come before you today, with some mixed feelings about 

preaching for the first time.  I have worked for some time now in your 

midst in the role of a Pastoral Assistant. There seems to me an 

inevitable predictability that allowing God to enter into our lives will be 

inevitably unpredictable! Getting more deeply involved with God seems 

an ‘interesting adventure’ as one never knows what will happen next!  

As many of you know, following my commissioning, I have gone 

through a period of facing various health challenges.  This was been 

hard going but also a time of spiritual growth and healing.  I have 

experienced many graced moments and deep fulfilment in visiting 

people on behalf of the Church. I have come to understand more fully 

how important this ministry is and how we are indebted to the many 

people who handed on our faith tradition to us and now are unable to 

join us physically in our services.  This ministry has been a ‘gift’ of grace.  

But as I say the nudges of God calling me further to preach cannot be 

escaped forever, although I tried very hard to do so!  I felt a great desire 

to do my best to break open insight into the Scriptures.  

As you know well, the Minister, is someone attuned to God’s 

workings and when I shared my feelings about preaching, Reverend 

Julia was quick to respond: ‘so would you like to preach at Kirkwall 

East?’ Before my brain had a chance to hesitate my mouth had said 

‘Yes!’ speaking from my heart.  So ‘thank you’, Julia for your openness 

and faith in me trusting this will be an experience of blessing for me and 

those who patiently listen.  I am also thankful for those who have offered 

me encouragement to believe in my capacities. 

In beginning to preach, I want to share something of my 

understanding of how deeply God loves each one: of us, of you and of 

all Creation.  The living God is so powerfully at work, here in this place of 
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Kirkwall East/Shapinsay, this place of encounter – truelly, we ‘stand on 

Holy Ground’.   

I prayed that I could find words which will offer you something to 

remind you of what I am sure, deep down, you know: ‘God is love’, we 

are God’s children. It is a lot to take in and really live.  Our deepest 

calling is to love one another, as God loves us and as Jesus’ great love 

in dying for us and opening the gates of Salvation so we have 

confidence in knowing ultimately we will share in the fullness of God’s 

presence when we die and are reunited with those who have gone 

before us. What a wonderful party we will have when all suffering and 

death is behind us! 

One of my favourite Taize chants is expressed beautifully and 

simply in Latin, ‘Ubi caritas, Deus ibi est’. Translated it means ‘Where 

there is love, God is there’. This refrain offers us a succinct way to hold 

today’s theme in our heads and in our hearts.  It captures the ‘wideness 

of God’s mercy’ as our final hymn says. 

In the recent weeks during our Sunday services, we have been 

reflecting on the Ten Commandments and how these offer us shared 

principles to guide us in our individual lives, our Church family, our wider 

community and the world of today. Then two weeks ago, we began to 

read the 1st Letter of St John which invites us to journey a little further 

into the conditions of Christian discipleship.   

At the Flower festival, we were reminded of the beauty and 

diversity of Creation in the flowers’ lovely colours, shapes, patterns and 

textures.  We also celebrated and affirmed the growth and development 

of our children in their understanding of their faith.  How good it is to see 

them grow and to share in their sense of fun, adventure, spontaneity and 

wonder!  Through the symbolic lighting our individual candles become a 

brighter light, unified through participation and intentions recognising 

Jesus as the ‘Light of the World’. In each gathering our worship is 

enriched in so many ways including our words, music and symbols as 

we raise our hearts and minds to God with grateful hearts for all the 

blessings we receive as we journey together in faith. 

And indeed last Sunday, Reverend Julia challenged for us to 

reflect on ‘Discerning the will of God’. Julia helped us explore areas of 
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tension within ourselves, our faith community, our Church and our world. 

On one hand we can see our faith tradition showing areas of continuity 

with the past and enduring values. On the other hand, we experience 

discontinuity as we assimilate fresh insights from developments from 

within science, knowledge and fields like anthropology – what it means 

to be human in today’s culture and our context. 

 

So how do we deepen our understanding of this reading? 

Scholars propose the Johannine letters were written some years 

after the Gospel of John, possibly around Ephesus about 85 AD/CE.  

These letters and, 1 John in particular, sought to address the deep 

conflicts within the subgroups of the Johannine communities. Like any 

group, it was trying to work out its identity. Like any church community, it 

brought together people who had encountered Jesus in different ways 

and interpreted what that meant in the present and for the future in very 

different ways. Does this sound familiar? 

Significant ethical and theological divisions were based on how the 

community understood Jesus, Jesus as ‘Messiah’ and what that meant 

to the relationship of Jewish-Christians the Judaic law. Hellenistic 

thought tended to be dualistic: dividing body and mind. It had been 

anticipated that Jesus would return soon heralding the Kingdom of God 

on Earth but this had not happened.  Uncertain times challenged the 

community and each person within it. 

Perhaps we can understand something of the Scriptural setting, by 

thinking of our own lives as the years go on, our perspectives change 

and we realise our own mortality.  We know Jesus’ death and 

resurrection happened around 34 AD.  By the time of 85 AD, most of 

those who knew Jesus had been martyred, died of natural causes or 

were aging. What we have as the Scriptures now were based on very 

accurately remembered oral accounts.   

Initially there was no great need to write these accounts down.  

People had great memories of these significant events.  Few of us will 

fail to remember something of the remarkable mission to rescue the Wild 

Boar football team in the deep caves of Thailand. Miracles are 
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memorable where as worldly powers will come and go. So 1 John tries 

to explain to this diverse communit the essence of what is most 

important regardless of how they came to faith in Jesus either through 

personal encounter or hearing about him from others. What is important 

is how we love one another and live our lives in ways that are consistent 

with Jesus’ teaching as understood in our times. As someone recently 

told me,  ‘we are all Jock Tamson’s bairns’.  

 

So in summary, today’s service and the Scripture readings focus 

on ‘love’, for ‘God is love’ and all ‘love comes from God’.  I have 

reflected on the teaching and learning of our Sunday services and also, 

briefly, the First Letter of St John Chapter 4 reminds us of Jesus’ 

commandment that we are called to ‘love one another’ as He has loved 

us. God’s love is shown in sending Jesus to enter fully into our human 

nature and experience and to show us how to love in caring for all 

especially those in most need, in welcoming the stranger, in seeking 

justice and peace, in living lives where as the prophet Micah says we 

‘walk humbly with our  God’.  This is the very heart of the Christian life 

where we find our completeness as John’s Gospel tells us. 
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Perhaps within the insightful words of the George Herbert’s poem 

‘Love’, you may find something of how kindly God looks on you as I read 

the whole poem: 

 

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back 

Guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 

From my first entrance in, 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 

If I lacked anything. 

 

A guest, I answered, worthy to be here: 

Love said, You shall be [s]he 

I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear, 

I cannot look on thee. 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply 

Who made the eyes but I? 

 

Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame  

Go where it doth deserve. 

And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 

My dear, then I will serve. 

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat 

So I did sit and eat. 
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I hope and pray that whatever this coming week brings, you may 

know God’s enduring love for you in your past, your present and 

assuredly in your future.  May your heart remember and treasure all that 

is good and be full of gratitude for the blessings you receive and the 

blessing you can be are for others. May you be the honoured guest at 

Love’s feast and, with thanksgiving, ‘sit and eat’. 

 

Amen 

 

 

 


