Kirkwall Kayak Club Risk Assessment 

Date 13/04/2025
Assessor:   Ian Stewart                                                         Review Date:  12/04/2026

Description of Assessment: Hatston Container and Boat Storage
Location: Hatston Slipway and Sailing Club Compound
Please not this assessment does not cover trips from Hatston Slipway. Please see Risk Assessment for the relevant level of paddle and Appendix 1.

	What are the hazards?
	Who may be harmed & how?
	  What are we doing to control risk?
	Further action required?
	     By whom?
	 By when?
	Done


	Moving vehicles
	Participants, Volunteers and the General Public

Injury caused by collision with moving motor vehicles and kayaking/sailing equipment.

Head injury and impact or crushing injuries
	All participants and volunteers to be briefed in advance of the busy nature of Hatston slipway and its use by multiple groups. Vigilance for moving vehicles to be considered at all times

Participants and volunteers to be briefed to pay particular regard to pedestrian on the slipway

Extra care to be exercised when towing trailers on the slipway




	
	
	
	

	Slips, Trips and Falls.
	Participants and Volunteers
Head injury, Strains, Sprains And Breaks
	Areas to be kept tidy when loading/unloading and entering or exiting boats. 

Participants to be briefed to take especial care in restricted spaces (container) and of the uneven surface within the Sailing Club compound

Participants to be made aware that equipment may be on the ground in the compound which is outside Kirkwall Kayak Club’s control

Wherever possible moving of boats/trailers from within the compound should be carried out by coaches/leaders

	
	
	
	

	Manual Handling.









	Participants and Volunteers                 Musculoskeletal Harm
	Participants to be briefed on correct manual handling techniques (loading of own vehicles is the responsibility of the individual)

Leaders/ Coaches to have received appropriate training

Boats to be carried by two people wherever possible
	
	
	
	

	Pre-existing medical conditions
	Participants and Volunteers
	Participants to be advised to inform (confidentially) leaders/coaches of any pre-existing medical condition which may affect them while loading unloading boats 

Leaders/coaches to have appropriate access to club records on members medical conditions and emergency contacts*
	
	
	
	

	Safeguarding Failure.
	Participants and Volunteers
	Compliance with Paddle Scotland Safeguarding policies and procedures

All leaders/coaches to have completed the Paddle Scotland introduction to safeguarding course as a minimum requirement

All leaders/coaches dealing with Juniors must have a current Child Wellbeing and Protection in Sport qualification.
	
	
	
	















* Access to records will be in accordance with all relevant data protection legislation and on a strict ‘need to know’ basis.
In addition to the above risk assessment Kirkwall Kayak Club operates a Float Plan policy on all club paddles. A designated shore-based member will hold details of paddler numbers, and location and duration of the trip. In the event of them not receiving a safe ashore message at the expected time they will implement Float Plan protocols including calling the emergency services if necessary.

