
Church of Scotland: Orphir and Stenness Parish 
 

Interim Moderator: Rev June Freeth 721449 
Locum Minister Rev Martin Prentice    Session Clerk: Nicol Sclater 811242      
 

Intimations 
3rd Jan – Zoom New Year Service - Sunday 3rd January at 11am.  Timing is important on 
Zoom, so the first 5 to 10 minutes will be used to get everyone into the Zoom service and 
there will then be a short service online with Martin.   
 

The link and details for joining the service are as follows: -  
 

Topic: O&S Zoom New Year Service 
Time: Jan 3, 2021 11:00 AM London 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5901432179?pwd=aEhqejNGR1RWc1oyek9RSXBZcXJpQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 590 143 2179 
Passcode: 927045 
 

If you do not have Zoom on your computer, you can download this free software from the following 
site   https://zoom.us/  Click on “Sign up, it’s Free” and follow the instructions to download. 
 

Please contact Kathryn if you have any questions or if you’d like a practice run with Zoom 
beforehand. Phone 811 242 or email k_sclater@hotmail.com 
 

 If you, or someone you are in contact with, would like to access pastoral care by telephone, please 
contact Olivia Tait 811392, Carol Mainland 873596, Nicol Sclater 811242 or Martin Prentice 
851139. 

 

Go and Search …  
The story of the Wise Men involves searching for the new-born king.  Understandably, they go first 
to Jerusalem, but they are searching in the wrong place.  They find the Christ-child by following 
the star to Bethlehem, and then God’s guidance in a dream warns them to take a different route 
home.  
  

For us, in our time and place, looking for God is not as easy as following a star or getting a 
message from God in a dream.  I suspect – I hope - that we have all experienced God’s help and 
guidance in the past, guidance that comes in a great variety of ways.  Especially in worrying and 
uncertain times, it is good to think back to the circumstances, the what, the when, the 
where.  When, and how, have you experienced God guiding you, or helping you to make 
decisions?  
  

At the beginning of this new year, we are all called to reflect on where best to look for and to 
recognise signs from God that offer us his guidance for our lives.  I suggest that a good way to 
start is found in the words of a poem:  
'Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God  
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way!'  
  

A Prayer:  
Lord of our journeys,  
help us this day, and into the New Year, to have  
eyes to see your leading,  
ears to hear your guidance,  
and a heart of courage,  
that we may journey faithfully and find your way –  
even when the path may seem difficult and dark.  Amen.  
  
May I wish you a safe, healthy and happy New Year.  Martin. 
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