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Easter Service Round Kirk, Sunday 9th April 2023; 0800 

Transcript 

cf.Sunday 17.04.22 

Ed. 06.04.23 

Call to Worship and Prayer 

Good morning, and welcome. 

As we gather here this Easter morning, 

we join our voices with the whole church, 

across the world and across time, 

as we proclaim: 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Reflection: 

Listen carefully this morning.  If you become very still, you can hear the feet of some women 

running from a grave yard.  As they run they chatter and laugh excitedly.  These women, soon 

after dawn, went sadly to tend the dead body of a much-loved friend. 

Now they are laughing as if everything in the whole world has been put to rights. 

And in a profound sense it has.  It has been put to rights. (from Bruce PrewerPrewer*) 

 

Prayer:  

Let us pray; 

Loving God, we thank you and praise you for the wonder and mystery of Easter: 

baffling our human wisdom, yet filling our minds with immortal truth, 

bringing many unanswerable questions, yet uplifting our faith, 

challenging our religious assumptions, yet creating in us as a cup overflowing with grace 

to be eagerly shared with thirsty others, irrespective of status, colour or race, 

in the name of Christ Jesus.  Amen.  (from Prewer*) 

 

Hy 1:Junior Praise 127 I will sing the wondrous story 

 

Easter Reading: (Olivia) 

Matthew 28: 1-10; New Century Version 

Jesus Rises from the Dead 

The day after the Sabbath day was the first day of the week. At dawn on the first day, Mary 

Magdalene and another woman named Mary went to look at the tomb. 

 

At that time there was a strong earthquake. An angel of the Lord came down from heaven, went 

to the tomb, and rolled the stone away from the entrance. Then he sat on the stone. He was 

shining as bright as lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The soldiers guarding the 

tomb shook with fear because of the angel, and they became like dead men. 

 

The angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus, who has 

been crucified. He is not here. He has risen from the dead as he said he would. Come and see the 

place where his body was. And go quickly and tell his followers, ‘Jesus has risen from the dead. 

He is going into Galilee ahead of you, and you will see him there.’” Then the angel said, “Now I 

have told you.” 
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The women left the tomb quickly. They were afraid, but they were also very happy. They ran to 

tell Jesus’ followers what had happened. Suddenly, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings.” The 

women came up to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, 

“Don’t be afraid. Go and tell my followers to go on to Galilee, and they will see me there.” 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

........................................................... 

Easter Reflection 1: (Catherine) 

We the Women 
Early in the morning with the dew still on the ground, 

we came to the garden, 

braced ourselves, went to the tomb 

with great love but no hope. 

 

We were not alone 

for a messenger from God was there, bathed in holy glory 
and we threw ourselves down on trembling knees 

with great fear but no hope. 

 

Overwhelmed with wonder 

we listened to the heavenly message then peered in to look at emptiness 

before turning and running 
with great haste and some hope. 

 

As we hurried 

like crazy along the garden path, the Beloved was there 

with his ‘shalom’ 

and we clutched his feet 
with great love and large hope. 

 

As we left the place three magpies perched on a stone wall 

were singing a song that was very old yet now new 

and we heard that song 

with great joy and sure hope. 

© B D Prewer 2001* 

 

Prayer: Let us pray:  

Risen Lord Jesus, 

thank you for the delight and elation of this day. 

Thank you for the victory won, and thank you for the light you bring. 

 

To you, to you alone, I give my life. 

I know that it is safe in the hands of a master who knows 

no boundaries, no endings, no failure, and no defeat. 

I praise your mighty, risen and exalted name, 

with gladness, now and for evermore.  Amen. 

 

Choir: " Once again" by Matt Redman 

 

Easter Day Reflection (2) (Martin) 
Christ is risen!  Disease does not have the last word. 
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We have come through the Covid.  
We rejoice, and we pray for those whose loved ones did not.  Every day people live because of 

the miracles of modern medicine and surgery.  I am one. 

 

Christ has risen! 

Evil does not have the last word.  Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu and many others are witness 

to that.  Police ‘Cold Case Reviews’ keep bringing criminals to justice. 

 

Death is transcended: 

Yes, death comes to us all, and grief for those who have died comes to us all. 

But death does not have the victory, because Christ transcended death. 

He was raised up to new life.   

Christ has risen!  Death has no dominion over us. 

And - We are the Evidence 

Christ has truly risen. The evidence is overwhelming. 

Look around you at our small group gathered here almost two millennia later. 

Look forward to a bigger gathering in the Kirk later. 

Turn your mind to the Cathedral, and the other churches in Orkney, 

and to the millions of people all over the world who gather today to celebrate Easter. 

Without Christ’s resurrection, 
there would have been no faithful apostles, 

no church, no memories or memorials of his life and teaching, 

no written record, no adults or babies baptised in his name, 

no hospitals developed by his spirit, 

no common yet holy Table spread for all who are hungry and need the bread of heaven. 

God has designed us for life, and in Christ, 

destined us for life abundant beyond our comprehension! 
Jesus said, 

“I have come in order that you might have life — life in all its fullness.” (John 10:10 GNB) 

Christ has risen!  Death does not have the last word. 

 

Picture it for Yourselves: 

Can you, my friends, this morning, see those women running from the tomb, 
running quickly with fear and great joy, to tell the disciples? 

These few people were the first apostles of the Gospel of resurrection! 

Easter celebrates the victory over the things that might crush us, but for the promise of the Risen 

Christ of life in all its fulness, and joy at the last.  We are greatly blessed. 

 

Prayer: let us pray: 

Lord God, 

You loved this world so much, that you gave your one and only Son, 

that we might be called your children too. 

Lord, help us to live in the gladness and grace of Easter Sunday, every day. 

Let us have hearts of thankfulness for your sacrifice, 

and eyes that look upon your grace and rejoice in our salvation. 

Help us to walk in that mighty grace and tell your good news to the world. 

All for your glory do we pray, Lord.  Amen. 

(From Rachel Marie Stone (edited)) 

 

A sign of peace: 

The risen Jesus stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you’. 

Let us offer one another a sign of that peace. 
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Prayers of Intercession: 

NB Responses: 

L: Lord of life, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray: 

Loving, Living God, 

As we celebrate the resurrection  

we pray for all who are longing for new hope and new life. 

We pray for all who are struggling for peace, 

remembering war-torn cities, and places that have suffered disaster; 

especially we pray for the people of Ukraine. 

 

We pray for people who are seeking to rebuild communities and lives, 

and for all who are bringing new life and new courage to oppressed peoples. 

Let the power of your resurrection be known in our homes and communities. 

We pray for homes where there is violence or neglect: 

in you, risen Lord, may hurts be healed and well-being restored. 

L: Lord of life, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all struggling peoples, that they may find hope in you. 

We pray for all who are ill, or in pain; all who are close to death; 

for all who are afraid or worried or sad, 

especially those who have lost loved ones and are in great sorrow. 

We pray for all distressed or disturbed peoples, 

all who walk in darkness; all who have lost hope. 

L: Lord of life, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those for whom we have special concerns today. 

Pause 

 

L: Lord of life, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

In the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn:  Junior Praise 137 Jesus is Lord 

Benediction: 

May the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you,  now and always. 

And may Jesus Christ the risen one, the glorified Lord of the morning, 

be with you now and for evermore.  Amen. 

*© Bruce D Prewer.  Used with permission of the author 

 


