25 November 2018

Sunday next before Advent/Christ the King
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A King

Ricarda Witcombe reflects on John 18:33-37

oday the church year comes to an end — next
Sunday it all begins again. For now, we turn our

eyes to the kingdom and we gaze on Jesus our
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King, as he stands before Pontius Pilate, not robed in
purple majesty and might, but wounded, abandoned and
vulnerable. And yet, for all that, he is powerful beyond
measure. He is Alpha and Omega, beginning and end.
Kingship has been a thread all through the Gospels and
it’s never looked quite like people expected. From the
wise men looking for a king and finding a baby, to Jesus
riding on a donkey, to the soldiers sticking a crown of
thorns on his head — Christ the King is not like any other
king.

The disciples must have wept when they heard
about Jesus’ trial before Pilate. They felt let down by
the authorities, and they knew that they had let Jesus
down too. And yet the deeper truth is that even when
everything failed, Jesus did not stop being king. Nothing
is able to stop God’s kingdom from growing. Pilate may
have played his part in Jesus’ journey to the cross, just
as Judas and the other disciples did. But ultimately the
love of God has more power than anything — and it is
this powerful love at the heart of the kingship of Christ
that we celebrate and acknowledge today. As the year
turns, let us centre our lives once again on Christ the
King. &

Eternal God, who is king for ever, epen our eyes to the

power of your love, that we may give our lives to the work
of the kingdom, today and always. Amen.
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Parks

Snowdonia

rain-drenched visit to Harlech
Castle.

This dramatically stunning
area is said to have been saved
by erratic weather from mass
tourism. Yet the views of the
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God on the

out of bounds for us as, being butted
by a ram protecting his ewes can be
rather uncomfortable. So now we
begin the four months of watching

smallholding

by Jeni Parsons

Well the ram has gone home for
another year and I can now go into
the sheep field to check the ewes
and trim their feet. For most of
November the field is pretty much

and waiting, which is so much like the
Advent season. God and the unborn
lambs are in our midst, we respond
to the gradual change but until the
day of birthing it’s easy to forget
that slow movement to newness.
Immanuel, God with us, is true all the
time and in every season, but it takes
watching and waiting to really live it
and know its truth in our lives. Might
it be far-fetched to say that this world
is pregnant with God? ==

CC Your hand shall lead me, and your right

hand shall hold me fast.
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Psalm 139:10

by Jo Jones

My visits to Snowdonia National
Park are memorable for a failed
attempt to reach the top of
Snowdon, as stormy winds blew
me sideways; for a delightful
steam-train trip up through the
hills, followed by a disastrous
teashop stop, when my then
toddlers tipped over drinks; and a

mountains — particularly when
they open up through rainclouds
and the sun beams through —
never fail to make me catch my
breath and shut me up, while at
the same time opening up new
spaces in my mind and heart.
The views of the sea from the
mountains, or from the coastal
footpaths, bring with them the
cry of choughs, kittiwakes and
gulls. I am silenced, wrapped
in this audiovisual psalm to our
God. &
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Kirk Information

There is a loop system. Adjust hearing aids to benefit. Switch off phones.
They cause interference with the organ. Thank you

A warm invitation is extended to everyone to meet in the hall at the
back of the church, after the service, for a cup of tea or coffee.

Intimations

Tuesday - 7- 8pm: Fellowship

Tuesday - 8pm: Choir

Thursday — 10am — 12noon: Community Café in the kirk hall

Christmas Concert - Sunday 9th Dec at 7pm in the Kirk.
The Kirk Belles Isla & Steven Flett Sarah Jane Gibbon & Emma Grieve
Cliff Seatter The Aim Family Keri, Ingrid & Sinead

Tree Festival: Sundays December 9" 16% 23 & 30t
Thursdays December 13" 20" & January 3%
Saturdays December 15" & 22"

Readings: Psalm 93 Revelation 1: 4b- 8 John 18: 33 - 37

Hymns: 129 The Lord is King! Lift up your voice
438 The head that once was crowned with thorns
540 | heard the voice of Jesus say
662 Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts
160 Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Consecration and Lord’s Prayer
ALL: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and Earth are full of your glory,

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Doxology

May God's blessing surround you each day,

As you trust Him and walk in his way,

May his presence within guard and keep you from sin,
(o in peace, go in joy, go in love.



