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Intimations 
 

 Orphir Post Office is open in the kirk on Thursdays from 10am to 12 noon. The 
Orcadian is available.  Please take the correct money for papers; £1.50. 

 For the time being, Orphir and Stenness kirk will not be open for Sunday worship. 

 If you, or someone you are in contact with, would like to access pastoral care by 
telephone please contact Olivia Tait 811392, Carol Mainland 873596, Nicol Sclater 
811242 or Martin Prentice 851139.  

 
Coronavirus: A Reflection:  
  
The Coronavirus came as a huge shock to us, and within a very short time, it has challenged our 
attitudes and behaviours radically.  In one sense, life continues as normal – and yet it is not 
normal at all.  Should I take the bus?  Can I safely go out for a walk?  Should I visit my neighbour 
or my friend?  That cough I notice, could it be the virus?  What of the children’s education?  What 
if I lose my job?  Are we going to have a recession? How long will this last?  Will we ever get back 
to real normality again?  
  
Sometimes, the anxiety surrounding the publicity is as contagious as the virus itself, spreading 
fear and nervousness among the community.  In the developed world, in particular, we are in a 
state of shock.  In many ways, we have come to believe that we are in control of our lives, that we 
have a cure for every disease, that we can fend off all the dangers that threaten our 
securities.  We have built up solid walls to protect us against every unwanted guest, but now our 
walls have been breached, and the unwanted guest is here.  Our securities no longer seem so 
secure; something in our world is out of our control, and many people don’t know where to turn.  
  
We hope and pray that we will soon find a vaccine for this disease, and that it will be made widely 
available for everyone who needs it, rich or poor.  But in the meantime, we can reflect on our 
shock.  It is a reminder to us that we are never in total control of our lives, that we can never 
eliminate every misfortune or heal every illness.  Ultimately, our trust has to be in something more 
solid than we can ever find here on earth. Ultimately, God alone is our security. ‘God is our refuge 
and our strength, a helper close at hand in times of distress’ (Ps.46:1). Trust Him.  
From Sacred Space; slightly edited. 
 
 
……………………………….  
 
Blessings, 
Martin. 

 


