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Intimations 
 
20th Dec – Zoom Christmas Service - Sunday 20th December at 11am.  Timing is important 
on Zoom, so the first 5 to 10 minutes will be used to get everyone into the Zoom service 
and there will then be a short service online with Martin.   
 
 If you do not have Zoom on your computer, you can download this free software from the 
following site   https://zoom.us/  Click on “Sign up, it’s Free” and follow the instructions to 
download.  
 
The link and details for joining the service are as follows: - Topic: O&S Kirk Service Zoom 
Meeting    Time: Dec 20, 2020 11:00 AM London 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/5901432179?pwd=aEhqejNGR1RWc1oyek9RSXBZcXJpQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 590 143 2179 
Passcode: 927045  
 

Please contact Kathryn if you have any questions or if you’d like a practice run with Zoom 
beforehand. Phone 811 242 or email k_sclater@hotmail.com 
 

 If you, or someone you are in contact with, would like to access pastoral care by telephone, 
please contact Olivia Tait 811392, Carol Mainland 873596, Nicol Sclater 811242 or Martin 
Prentice 851139. 
 

 

Reflection 
 
Each year as we approach Christmas, and the birth of the Christ Child, I read again the very 
different accounts that we find in the Gospels of Matthew and in Luke.  I think of all the traditions 
and legends that have grown up around the Christmas Story, and I remember the verdict of one 
theologian: 
“I don’t know whether these things happened in this way or not, but I know that this story is true.” 
 
The details of the story do not matter.  What does matter is the world-changing events they 
attempt to describe.  I think Frederic Buechner summarises it very well: 
 
"And finally, the how of his birth, all the poetry that has grown up around it — the wise men and 
the star, the shepherds keeping watch over the flocks by night, and the hymn the angels sang. If 
someone had been there with a camera, would he have recorded any of it, or was the birth of 
Jesus no more if no less wonderful than any other birth? Whatever the answer, it can be based 
only on faith. There is no other way. The kind of objective truth a camera could have recorded is 
buried beneath the weight of two thousand years. 
 
"But there is of course another kind of truth. Whether he was born in 4 BC or AD 6, in Bethlehem 
or Nazareth, whether there were multitudes of the heavenly host to hymn the glory of it or just 
Mary and her husband — when the child was born the whole course of human history was 
changed. That is a truth as unassailable as any truth. Art, music, literature, Western culture itself 
with all its institutions and Western man's whole understanding of himself and his world — it is 
impossible to conceive how differently things would have turned out if that birth had not happened 
whenever, wherever, however it did. And there is a truth beyond that: For millions of people who 
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have lived since, the birth of Jesus made possible not just a new way of understanding life but a 
new way of living it. 
 
"For better or worse, it is a truth that, for twenty centuries, there have been untold numbers of men 
and women who, in untold numbers of ways, have been so grasped by the child who was born, so 
caught up in the message he taught and the life he lived, that they have found themselves 
profoundly changed by their relationship with him. And they have gone on proclaiming, as the 
writers of the Gospels proclaimed before them, that through the birth of Jesus a life-giving power 
was released into the world which to their minds could have been no less than the power of God 
himself. This is the central truth that Matthew and Luke are trying to convey in their accounts of the 
Nativity. And it was a truth which no language or legend seemed too extravagant to convey. What 
the birth meant — meant to them, to the world — was the truth that mattered to them most and, 
when all is said and done - perhaps the only truth that matters to anyone." 
 
Despite all the restrictions, let us all enjoy Christmas, with the carols and the lights and all the rest, 
and remember how that first Christmas changed the world. 
Every Blessing, 
Martin. 
 


