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Intimations 
 

 Orphir Post Office will re-open in the kirk on Thursdays from 10am to 12 noon. The 
Orcadian is available.  Please take the correct money for papers; £1.50. 

 For the time being, Orphir and Stenness kirk will not be open for Sunday worship. 

 Presbytery have sent information about a Quiet Waters Counselling and Listening 
Training Workshop through Zoom.  For details please email nsclater@gmail.com so 
that the original email can be forwarded to you 

 If you, or someone you are in contact with, would like to access pastoral care by 
telephone please contact Olivia Tait 811392, Carol Mainland 873596, Nicol Sclater 
811242 or Martin Prentice 851139.  

 
For many of us, September has sneaked up on us almost unnoticed amid the changes in our 
lifestyle because of the Panademic, and we look back on a summer like no others, and with 
unique challenges.  The shift in the seasons may call us to evaluate the year that is ebbing away, 
and commit ourselves to a renewal, or to a new venture.  For our young people, and for us all, it is 
not a coincidence that the new academic year begins about this time, with its invitation to a 
renewed sense of purpose and vision.  For many people, this year, and the pandemic, have 
brought times and experiences that we could never have envisaged.  Consider your own feelings 
as we slip into autumn.  How does this season speak to you?  How is your relationship with God?  
  
You may find some encouragement in the following extract from a book by the theologian Brennan 
Manning:  
  
            Do you ever reflect upon the fact that Jesus feels proud of you?  Proud that you accepted 
the faith which he offered you?  Proud that, after he chose you, you chose him for a friend and 
Lord?  Proud that you haven't given up?  Proud that you believe in him enough to try again and 
again?  Proud that you trust that he can help you?  Do you ever think that Jesus appreciates you 
for wanting him, for wanting to say no to so many things that would separate you from him?  Do 
you ever think that Jesus is grateful to you for pausing to smile and comfort one of his children 
who has a great need to see a smile, to feel a touch?  Do you ever think of Jesus being grateful to 
you for learning more about him so that you can speak to others more deeply and truly about 
him?  Do you ever think that Jesus can be angry or disappointed in you for not believing that he 
has forgiven you totally?  
            Jesus said, "I do not call you servants, but friends".  Therefore, there is the possibility of 
every feeling and emotion which can exist between friends to exist, here and now, between Jesus 
and you.  
— Brennan Manning: A Glimpse of Jesus.  
  
May you stay safe in the way of Christ, and may you be blessed by his spirit, today and always  
Martin. 
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