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Intimations 

 There will be a wreath-laying ceremony at the war memorial in Orphir on Sunday 8th Nov at 
10.50 for 10.55.  Attendees are asked to meet on the old road in the area outside the main 
kirk gate, across from the war memorial, behind the wooden fence. Access is from the 
south side – there will be no access through the gate on the wooden fence.  There will be 
markers at 2m intervals where people can stand to access the ceremony.  Please adhere to 
social distancing maintaining a 2m distance. 

 For the time being, Orphir and Stenness kirk will not be open for Sunday worship. 

 If you, or someone you are in contact with, would like to access pastorare by telephone 
please contact Olivia Tait 811392, Carol Mainland 873596, Nicol Sclater 811242 or Martin 
Prentice 851139.  

 The Church of Scotland sent an email thanking congregations for support in building the 
Olive Grove Chapel in the Tent of Nations near Bethlehem.  There is information at 
http://www.tentofnations.org/  

 
St. John 15:9-17 (NRSVA):  

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be complete.  

  

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 

than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 

you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 

heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 

bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am 

giving you these commands so that you may love one another.  

  

Reflection:  

There is now no one alive who experienced life in the trenches in the First World War, and very 

few who saw active service in the Second World War that followed so soon afterwards.  We 

remember all those people who died, and the stories of their experiences, to honour their 

memory.  We remember especially the men from the parishes of Orphir and Stenness who gave 

their lives in the service of their country during the two World Wars, and also all those who died in 

the many conflicts since then.  This act of remembering them prompts us think about the people 

that we want to be.  

The people we remember today each made the ultimate sacrifice.  They left their homes and 

family in this peaceful part of the world for the hell-on-earth that was the trenches, and battlefields 

and the naval engagements.  They went for a variety of motives: some, perhaps, out of love for 

friends and comrades; some for love of family; some for duty to King and Country, but all of them 

because they were following orders, sometimes knowing that doing so would lead to death.  

I am sure that none of them left Orkney either expecting, or wanting, to die.  In the early days of 

the wars, they were led to expect a swift adventure followed by a heroes’ return, but, when faced 

with the reality of war, they still did their duty, and they never returned alive to home or to 

family.  Most lie in the huge cemeteries near the battlefields.  Some could never be buried at 
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all.  Our naming of those men aloud at Remembrance services is, for most, the only homecoming 

that they can ever receive.  

In the First World War, the first mechanised war – war on an industrial scale - tanks, machine 

guns, and heavy artillery superseded cavalry and rifles, and aeroplanes dropped bombs and 

gas.  Millions of soldiers, and civilians, on all sides, were killed or injured.  A generation of young 

men across Europe was almost wiped out.    

The scale and the horror of the so-called ‘War to end all Wars’ was such that it seemed impossible 

and unthinkable that it could be repeated.  Imagine for a moment that it had really been the war to 

end all wars.  If these men from our parishes, and the millions of others, had really been the last 

victims of war, and if the last century had been entirely without war, then the world would be very 

different, and we would know that, despite the horrors of the trenches, something new had been 

brought about in the souls of humankind.  

The reality, of course, is very different.  Despite the sacrifice of so many lives, it was not the ‘War 

to end all Wars’.  Since then many millions more lives have been lost in the wars and conflicts that 

have filled the century around the world.  The bitterness and unresolved issues of the First World 

War led ultimately to the loss of more millions of lives in the Second World War, and since then 

British service personnel continue to lose their lives in conflict somewhere in the world.  

Most people want a quiet life, to live in peace in their homes with their families.  Yet there seems 

to be a human propensity towards conflict.  It comes about because we are not the people God 

made us to be.  We were created in the image and likeness of a loving God to be a loving 

people.  This short passage from St. John’s Gospel tells us twice in plain and simple terms that we 

should love one another:  

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you”:  and: “I am giving you 

these commands so that you may love one another.”  

If only men and women the world over could take sufficiently seriously Christ’s command to ‘love 
one another’, and if they could really understand that Christ went to the cross to overcome our 
separation from God, and from each other, then we could celebrate Remembrance Sunday as 
truly marking the end of war. 
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