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WHEN BORING IS EXCITING

Since the last newsletter we’re delighted to say

that we’ve been able to embark on another three

Orkney funded boreholes, following further private

donations from Kirkwall, Stromness and Westray.

This is the perfect season for drilling as the water

table is at its lowest level so if a good source is

found it should be available all year round.

These transformative boreholes are all being

drilled on Church ground but serve the whole

community, providing a source of reliable clean

water.

The pictures on the left show work progressing at

Nthale whilst those below show the site at Sakata

being surveyed before preparation and drilling.

Sakata comes under the Namipingo congregation

in Sakalawe Parish. The nearest borehole prior to

the drilling of this one was 4km away - a long way

to carry water on a daily basis.

The third site being drilled just now is at Chilengo, which is

part of Thyolo Parish. Kelvin Matola, Partnership Co-ordinator

says “The Chilengo story is especially touching. The community

will have great relief when you consider the state of their

current source of drinking water”. The rather primitive and

wholly inadequate water supply currently used by the

community is pictured below.

The boreholes typically  cost between £4,000

and £4,500 depending on various local factors.

Those costs include, surveying, drilling, capping,

lining, manual pump, concrete run-off etc. and

should provide a working supply for many years.

Apart from the private donations mentioned above, further substantial contributions came from the congregation at

Evie, from the Fairtrade stall at Kirkwall’s East Kirk and from the Stromness congregation. The latter is worthy of

explanation. It comes from the joint generosity of a choir from Helensburgh and from Soller n in Sweden. Both choirs

were due to perform together as “The Friendship Choir” in August at the Stromness Kirk with funds raised being

offered to the Malawi Partnership. That, of course, was postponed due to the lockdown restrictions but under the

co-ordination of Robin Barr from the Stromness congregation, the groups came together for a Zoom singalong, which

included a presentation by Robin about the partnership projects, and raised a very generous £800. We are, as always,

extremely grateful to all supporters and look forward to the Friendship Choir’s rearranged concert next year.
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MAIZE MILL FOR  MAKWASA
We mentioned in the last issue that further maize mill equipment has now been bought and is waiting in storage for

installation  at Makwasa (part of Molele Parish). This will follow on from the earlier maize mill project at Chimvu, which

meets a vital community need and also helps to generate income for other projects.

Presbytery and members  in Makwasa met recently to progress matters and

set up a Project Team to see things through to fruition and to look after the

ongoing day-to-day running. One of the first things they did was to identify

a site for the new maize mill house which will cost about £4,500 (UK) to

construct.

It is hoped eventually to site a maize mill in each of the nine Thyolo

Highlands Parishes.
Planning meeting held at Makwasa Church

Presbytery�s World Mission Committee currently comprises Sally Bartkowiak, June Freeth, Iain MacDonald (Convener) Catriona Matheson, Liz
McVicar and James Watson as well as the Moderator, Clerk and Business Convener. For details about the World Mission Committee or how to
donate to any project please speak to any of the above or contact Iain : imacdonald@churchofscotland.org.uk / 01857-677357.

DETERMINATION & EFFORT

Members of the Partnership Committee in Malawi visited the  site of the new

Church being built by the Makwasa congregation back in July.

For many years the congregation have been meeting in a classroom in the local

tea estate, a situation which was proving increasingly unsuitable for a number

of reasons. The Committee was taken on a tour of the construction site of the

new Church, the same place where a new borehole was recently drilled and the planned site of the next maize mill

(see below).

Partnership Co-ordinator, Kelvin Matola takes up the story:

Since then, the congregation worked strenuously to get the new building roofed in time for the Ordination service of

Rev. Feyner Bakali in late August, even though the building still lacks window frames, door frames and doors. Kelvin

explained,

To complete the remaining work including door and window frames, doors, window panes, internal plastering and

basic landscaping will cost close to £8,000 - an unrealistically colossal sum for a congregation to raise in Malawi.

“The congregation has completed fixing trusses and rafters

to the roof. They informed us that in the next three months they are trying to raise £ 5,000 (UK) with which to procure

iron sheets for the Church roof. Their utmost wish is to vacate the current venue and occupy their own more spacious

Church which can accommodate the ever-increasing number of new entrants.”

“Congregants were determined to complete roofing works so as to make the Church habitable and

accommodate invited guests. They worked 12 hours a day to ensure the roofing was completed in time for the Induction

Ceremony. The Reverend, Session Clerk and Church Members were observed carrying iron sheets on their heads from

the stores room to the construction site during this period.”


