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CHAIR’S REPORT
The Trust has had an interesting
and rewarding year. The Scottish
Government’s commitment to
increased community involvement
has meant that the Trust’s role is
widening to include becoming a
partner in local discussions on
community-led care in Orkney and
to supporting the development of
the THAW ‘Wellbeing’ programme.
The Trust has also become the first
point of contact for other projects,
such as the Orkney Islands
Council’s North Isles Landscape
Partnership Scheme, where it will
be facilitating the various
consultations that will need to be
undertaken in Stronsay.
Thanks this year must go to Highlands and Islands Enterprise, which in
response to the Stronsay community’s concerns over the falling school roll
and the economic viability of the island, provided funding for an SDT-hosted
open meeting and the services of a consultant, David Gass. David
subsequently provided a comprehensive and invaluable report, which has
encouraged the formation of a Strategy Group “to promote Stronsay as a
place to visit and to live”.
Stronsay Renewable Energy’s generous Gift Aid payment of £170,000 to the
Stronsay Community Fund in May 2015 gave the Board the confidence to
award the Stronsay Community Play Park Group (SPAG) the maximum
grant permitted without reference to the Members - and how well they have
used it! Congratulations to all involved for a well-presented and highly
successful project. Further Gift Aid of £8O,000 in May 2016 has meant that
the Community Fund will start the 2016/17 financial year with some
£150,000 in the bank.
Progress this year on the Enterprise Zone has been frustratingly slow but
work has recommenced under the new plans and an end is in sight. I should
like to thank our construction consultant, Francis Colborn-Veitch for all his
help in securing the new planning consent and WRC Contractors Ltd for
their good-hearted readiness to adapt to the revised building programme.
Again, a huge “thank you” to Bruce Fletcher for providing the island with a
burgeoning monthly newsletter and acting as a human hub for messages
and notices, ranging from lost cats to reminders for meetings, and to Sue
Holloway and Hazel Shearer for brightening the day for the older residents of
Stronsay with their beautiful bouquets of flowers.

Last, but by no means least, at a time when the board has again had to
make do with the minimum number of directors, I would like to thank them
all for making time to attend meetings, often at very short notice; for their
good humour and for their unfailing support throughout this year. I count
myself very fortunate.
Carole Cotterill, Chair
Stronsay Development Trust Financial Review to 31 August 2016
During the year the business of the Stronsay Development Trust has been
wholly undertaken by the directors. This follows the decision made during
2014/2015 to conserve resources. The directors have provided significant
amounts of their own time to ensure that the projects being undertaken
have been completed.
The Trust has been continuing the development of the Enterprise Zone
during the year, with the construction work for the conversion of the Lobster
Pond Building into an office for the Stronsay Development Trust, light
industrial units and a Heritage Centre. The costs of this work incurred
during the year amounted to £63,614, and a grant of £99,542 from Big
Lottery has been received to finance this development.
The Trust has received a gift aid donation of £80,000 and loan interest
of £2,083 from Stronsay Renewable Energy Limited during the year. This
income has been used to cover the general running costs for the trust
(Insurance, Heat and Light, Administration Costs etc) and also to provide
grants through the community fund to support various community
projects which meet the aims and objectives of the trust.
During the year, £103,929 has been provided. An analysis of the
amounts provided is set out below:
Stronsay Play Park
Action Group
GP referral/Exercise
scheme
Fuel Poverty Scheme

50,000

Educational
Bursaries
Skills
Stronsay Limpet
Stronsay Community
Association
Stronsay Parent
Council

11,000

1,483
8,100

Swimming Pool
Junior High School
Advanced Learning
Norway Trip
Music Theory Classes
Netball/Athletics
training and travel

9,788
2,348
1,500
5,267
9,500
1,520
3,463

Ivan Drever Concert

160

Stronsay Surgery
Sandpiper Trust
Stronsay Parent
Council Grant
refunded

100
-300

Total:

£103,929

During the year ended 31 August 2016, the Net Assets of the Trust have
increased in value from £583,736 at 31 August 2015 to £651,243. This
increase is largely represented by the increase in fixed assets, being the
result of the additional costs associated with the development of the
Enterprise Zone.
Stephen Sinclair, Orcadia Chartered Accountants
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Stronsay Renewable Energy Limited (SREL)
Despite continued curtailment of the community turbine (64% in 2015/16)
Gift Aid of £80,000 was passed to the Stronsay Community Fund for the
financial year. The company continues to actively explore off-grid solutions
and is a partner in the HeatSmart consortium led by Rousay, Egilsay and
Wyre.
Northwind Associates Limited
In April 2015 the Directors of SSDT and its subsidiary, SREL, were
approached by Northwind Associates Limited with a proposal that SREL

collaborate with Northwind in the development of a 30 Megawatt wind-farm
(nine 3.5 MW turbines) on Rothiesholm Head in Stronsay. Northwind
Associates is a wind energy consultancy which developed and operated the
4.5 MW Hammars Hill project on mainland Orkney and subsequently
provided advice and support to the smaller community turbine projects in
the isles, including for Stronsay.
Northwind’s proposal was that SREL exchange the community turbine, and
the lease on the exclusion zone that goes with it, for shares (equity) in the
proposed Rothiesholm wind-farm. SREL would receive a proportionate
amount of equity in the new company and would be entitled to a share of
the annual dividends. Should the project go ahead, there would also be an
annual community benefit payment of £150,000 and various anticipated
economic benefits including long-term employment opportunities.
It was decided to hold a public meeting, to be hosted by SREL, to provide an
opportunity for Stronsay residents to make their views known and to put
their questions to the directors of Northwind. Invitations and question
sheets were delivered to all households and the public meeting, which took
place early in September 2016, was extremely well-attended. The project is
in its early stages, but the Northwind Directors will be keeping the Stronsay
community informed of its progress.
CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES - 1st September 2015 to 31st August 2016
Stronsay Community Fund
The fund was officially launched in November 2012 to enable the revenue
gift-aided to the Trust to be used to support applications for grants from
community groups and individuals in Stronsay which meet the aims and
objectives of the Trust.
Funds in excess of £205,000 have been used to support groups, improve
facilities and tackle fuel poverty in Stronsay. Particularly valuable are the
educational and skills bursaries which are helping both young and older
residents to improve their career and employment prospects. In addition,
£42,000 was set aside in 2014 as the required 10% retention for the
Enterprise Zone project, funded by BIG Lottery.
Over the past year Community Fund grants and bursaries totalling
£103,000 have been awarded to organisations, groups and individuals in
Stronsay. The capital awards are listed below.
Stronsay Community Play Park Action Group (SPAG) - match funding of
£50,000
The Directors were delighted to award the maximum grant of £50,000 to the
Stronsay Community Play Park Action Group (SPAG) in recognition of the
hard work and volunteer effort given by the Group’s members.

The Play Park was opened in September 2016 and the following press
release describes the events:

Press release date: 12/09/16
From: Stronsay Community Play Park Action Group
Stronsay Playpark Official Opening 11th of September 2016
Sunday afternoon saw the community of Stronsay gather together for the opening of
the new play park. Children of all ages, from two-year-olds to those in their 90’s,
listened as Marion Miller, the Chair of Stronsay Community Play Park Action Group
(SCPAG), told how in 2013 the old park had fallen into disrepair. Joined by fellow
islanders Shirley Whiteman, Mairi Dennison and Jennifer Graham, SCPAG was formed
and so began the daunting prospect of raising £80,000 to give the young people of
Stronsay the play park they deserved. Referencing Martin Luther King, Marion told
how “We had a dream…”
Kick-started by a £3,000 grant from the Bank of Scotland in 2013, the fund raising
began in earnest. With a Curry Night, Treasure Hunt, Quiz Night and donations from
the island Santa Float, the fund began to grow. A Bring and Buy charity table at
Ebenezer stores on Stronsay yielded an amazing £2,800 over three years and a week
at the Blue Door raised over £3,000. The dream was becoming a reality.
The turning point came with a £13,000 grant from the OIC Community Development
Fund, £10,000 from Tesco’s “Bags of Help” initiative and a grant of £50,000 from
Stronsay Development Trust. Two funds set up in memory of Jack Graham and
Margaret Dennison have also made contributions. Marion thanked the community for
their support, and was thanked in turn by John Smith, one of the junior members of
SCPAG, before handing over to Carole Cotterill, Chair of the Stronsay Development
Trust. To a round of applause, Carole cut the ribbon and announced the play park as
officially open. Tea and a fine display of home bakes were served in the community
hall.
As well as some of the finest views in Orkney, the new play park boasts ten pieces of
play equipment and a state of the art shelter with solar panels, a radio, a light and
blue tooth. There is a wheelchair-friendly picnic table and bench for parents and
grandparents to enjoy. In due course, there will be another bench in memory of
Margaret Dennison.
Councillor Graham Sinclair of OIC visited Stronsay for the official opening. Over a cup
of tea he said he was “very, very happy to see such a fine facility being created in the
Isles.” He went on to say “I fully realise that it takes a great deal of effort from the
fundraisers and the small community to achieve such a fine outcome. This is exactly
the type of project that should be supported by the OIC Community Development
Fund.”
In a week where the Northern Isles were said to be the best place in Britain to raise
children, the SCPAG and the people of Stronsay are certainly playing their part!

Stronsay Community Association - match funding of £1,500
This application was made on behalf of the Pool Committee for new
equipment, including floats and swim aids for Stronsay swimming pool.
Fuel Poverty Scheme - £8,100
This has been the third year in succession that the Trust has operated a
Fuel Poverty Scheme for residents. In all there were 54 applicants in this
year - a significant rise on previous years’ figures. The Trust supported fuel
poverty payments of £150 apiece paid directly to the applicant's electricity
provider.
GP Exercise Referral Scheme - £1,483
This Scheme continues to benefit those who take part in it.

Stronsay School Parent Council:
For Stronsay Junior High School Advanced Learning
Towards a School Trip to Norway
Match funding of
ABRSM Music Theory Classes
Athletics, Sports Training and Netball Trips

£5,266.34
£9,500.00
£1,520.00
£3,463.15

In addition, the Trust awarded 11 Educational Bursaries and 17 Skills
Bursaries totalling £20,788.
In the main, the Educational Bursaries were awarded to our young people
attending University or Colleges further south but it was pleasing to note
that some of the older residents were taking advantage of the grants to
further their qualifications on-line.

This was also the path taken by some of the Skills applicants in subjects
such as singing lessons and art tuition. This year the Trust introduced a
grant of £387 for ten driving lessons, to include the cost of the practical and
theory driving tests, which met a strong response from both young, and
older, residents. In addition, the Trust funded courses as diverse as the
Installation and Maintenance of Heat Pumps to a Sea Mammal Rescue
Course for two attendees.
The Enterprise Zone
The construction of a building providing business units for lease to local
enterprises, an office for the trust and a Heritage Centre for Stronsay is
funded by a BIG Lottery grant under the ‘Growing Community Assets’
scheme.
Work was halted in the summer of 2015 whilst the Trust made a fresh
application for a ‘new build’ which would incorporate changes to two of the
units to allow them to be used as a Heritage Centre for Stronsay. These
changes arose from discussions between the Trust and Alan Muir, O I C’s
Development Officer for the North Isles Landscape Partnership Scheme, with
the agreement that the cost of finishing the two heritage units for display
purposes, and an annual rent of £2,000 for each unit for four years, be
included in the NILPS funding application to the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Planning permission for a ‘new build’ was granted in December ‘15 but the
Trust had to wait until March ‘16 for a building warrant. Further delay was
caused when the steel beam that had been ordered to join the two units set
aside for the Heritage Centre went missing, having been mistakenly sent to
Shetland! Work on the building finally recommenced in August ‘16.

The Limpet
Stronsay is very fortunate to have such a committed and enthusiastic editor
in Bruce Fletcher for its monthly newsletter. All are encouraged to
contribute, whether with photographs, monthly reports, poems or letters
and local businesses find it a valuable medium for advertising their services.
The number printed each month remains steady with more and more people
enjoying the online version which has the advantage of being illustrated in
colour.
Stronsay Community Greenhouse
This continues to provide a sheltered environment for growing those fruits
and vegetables which are so easily blighted by the Orkney weather. All but
one plot was taken this year and it was agreed that this plot should again be
allocated to growing flowers to be given as bunches though the year to all
the elderly folk on Stronsay and to those coming back from hospital.
Voluntary effort which gives so much pleasure as well as making the
greenhouse group feel that they are extending the benefits of the greenhouse
to the wider community.
GP Exercise Renewal Scheme
This project is funded by a grant from the Community Fund and offers an
exercise programme at the Stronsay Healthy Living Centre to those patients
whose GP feels that their condition would benefit from regular exercise
under the care of a qualified referral consultant. The exercise consultants
submitted an excellent and comprehensive mid-project report to the trust
supported by a letter from the GP confirming the benefits of the scheme,
which will continue until the current funding has been exhausted.
For the Future
The main priorities for the year 2016-2017 are:
•
•

•
•

To complete the build of the new office, business units and Heritage
centre at the Enterprise Zone
To seek feasibility funding for a joint application to the Islands
Housing Fund, with three other of the North Isles, for a Housing
Needs Assessment for three two bed bedroom purpose-built
bungalows for the elderly and the renovation of three family houses,
one to be a ‘Gateway’ house.
to submit an expression of interest to the Rural Land Fund for the
purchase of a site for the bungalows for the elderly and a day centre
To explore funding for the purchase of a medium-sized farm to be let
to a young farmer.

Further information about the Trust can be found at:
www.orkneycommunities/sdt.co.uk

