Stronsay Archaeological Survey 2007: Results and further work
The sheer volume of material produced by this first season of survey on Stronsay
has been to say the least, overwhelming and has confirmed the potential for
undiscovered archaeology on the island. This survey has documented and illustrated
the success of primary and simplistic field survey techniques, which provides a stable
and well attained basis for the commencement of future research projects.

Map 1 General locations of ‘new’ sites in Stronsay, discovered by SAS07

The successes of the project can firstly be seen through the identification of four new
sites with suggested prehistoric activity. These sites comprised of flint scatters, with
some scatters also including associated material. These sites are located at
Whitehall Farm (Field 1), Midgarth (Field 2), Bu (Field 14) and Links House (Field
10).
The standardised technique of field walking and collection, enabled a significant
sample to addressed, taking into account variations of topographical components,
environmental conditions, geological variances and the presence of known and
documented archaeological features. In total approximately 100ha of ploughed field
surfaces were surveyed and the results produced illustrate that such a technique is
an appropriate and efficient means of archaeological survey in the light of both area
and time restrictions.
The actions and results of the 2007 season of survey will contribute to the further
discussion and generation of a wider spectrum of ideas and as it was intended that in
this season, the survey was only largely concerned with testing the practicalities and
processes of survey approaches in Stronsay. In conclusion it is felt that the methods
undertaken were appropriate and have achieved successful results.
Within the context of Orkney as a whole, the documentation of multi-period
archaeological activity and the harnessing and presentation of this in Stronsay is an
area needing much attention. It is hoped that the results of this season can initiate
the motivation of time and the investment in skills and financial support to enable

future research and investigation. It is in this line of thought that it is suggested that
the following stages of survey should be undertaken in Stronsay in the light of the
results produced this season of survey.
Recommendations for further work
The 2008 phase of the Stronsay Archaeological Survey intends to undertake three
separate periods of field work:
1) In order to more closely examine those areas highlighted by the 2007 survey, it is
recommended that a period of geophysical survey should take place in the four main
identified fields, in order to evaluate and quantify the possibility of subsurface
remains or features which relate to or are associated with the material which has
been collected. Geophysical survey has had much documented success in Orkney,
and upon the results of the geophysical survey subsequent evaluation may be
undertaken via targeted test trenching over areas with specific anomalies deemed
significant.
2) In Field 10, given the nature of the finds and the possibility that it may represent
evidence for a short term occupation or camp of an early date, it is proposed that an
series of test trenches be
opened over this scatter. The
nature of the flint finds were of
a finer quality than many of the
other pieces collected during
the survey with examples of
fairly fine blade technology
being
included
in
the
assemblage. But an interesting
and
highly
significant
component of this sample was
two examples of tanged flint
points. These were identified
by Caroline Wickham-Jones on
a later inspection of the material collected and the impact of these two items and the
associated material is really quite significant, and warrants definite measures for
further inspection within this area.
Within Scotland only a small number of similar finds to these have been documented,
including that of a previously found tanged point from Millfield, Stronsay (now lost),
as previously discussed in this document. Recent research and discussions have
suggested that such items may represent the earliest evidence of human activity in
Scotland, from a time now defined as the Terminal Palaeolithic which dates to around
10,000 BP. Ballin and Saville (2003) suggest that such items are of this date given
parallel examples of flint tool kits from the late glacial Ahrensburgian complex of
north Germany, which spread across much of the West European Plain, Belgium and
Poland with examples also occurring within south east England and also Scotland.
Although this is a significant parallel, given the scarcity of evidence for this period in
Scotland, combined with the issue that the documented locations of the Scottish
tanged points are usually chance surface finds, it is impossible to confirm this
evidence by typological assessment alone. However, such finds do warrant the
further investigation of the site at a later stage.
This is suggested in response to the sensitivity of remains which such sights may
present and the relative level of threat, deemed as high, to which the site is subjected
to from agricultural practice. Such test trenches would be undertaken with 100% soil

sampling in order to inspect and address the nature and presence of remains which
may be associated with this material collection and may not be readily visible within
the remits of a geophysical survey given its ephemeral nature.
3) A Second season of field walking upon the availability of different fields each year,
in order to collect a more widespread and complete survey of the island. Given the
present nature of agricultural practice in Stronsay, it produces conditions which are
amicably suited to this form of archaeological field prospecting and surveys can be
undertaken in response to agricultural rotation. As such, this allows the survey to
occur in manageable blocks within the cultivation time schedule and with a cohort of
limited participants, but which still allows for a desired amount of information to be
generated for analysis. The success of this format of survey is evident in the results
produced this year.
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