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Chieftain's Message - Margot Lalor Coogan

Dear Clan Members,

It is the time of year again
when we wish each other
peace and good will. lt is hard
to believe that this time last
year I was sending you my
Christmas message from
Ballarat. My dream was once
again realised on becoming
the chieftain for a znd time
during the 160th anniversary
of the Eureka Stockade. I will
never forget the honour
bestowed upon me being
elected for a third time on 18th

July 2015.

This coming year, 2016, is an
important year in the life of the
Lalor family, as the James
Fintan Lalor Autumn School
remembers the life and times
of Peter Lalor. He left Laois as

a young boy in 1852 and he
led the Eureka Stockade, a
battle that was fought in less
than three minutes and
resulted in giving Australia her
freedom.

It was a great privilege for me
to be present as Chieftain for
the l6oth Anniversary in

Ballarat on 3'd December
2014. The welcome I received
and the hospitality from the
people there made the trip all
the more special.

While I was there it was a
great distinction for me to
perform duties and be present
at events including presenting
the painting of James Fintan-
Lalor by Laois man Brendon
Deacy entitled "Sod to the
Sky''. This painting now hangs

beside a picture of his brother
Peter in the Museum of
Australian Democracy (MADE)
at Eureka in Ballarat. This is
their first time to be beside
each other in 160 years!

I also attended the unveiling of
the "Pikeman's Dog" in its new
location within the Eureka
Stockade Memorial Park. The
dog was an lrish terrier named
"wee Jock" and he was
awarded the RSPCA's purple
cross as he never left his
master's side throughout the
Eureka battle.

The Pikemen of the stockade
were the real heroes of the
battle using their pikes to fend
off the initial onslaught of the
English. The lrish Ambassador
to Australia, Noel White, was
present with me at this
ceremony.

On my visit I was delighted to
be able to install Peter Lalor-
Philp as the 2nd Lalor leader. lt
was wonderful that he linked
his Christmas message with
mine to you all last year.

Closer to home this year I

attended the 2015 Clans of
lreland AGM in April in the
Hibernian Club on St.
Stephen's Green in Dublin.
Special guests included
descendants of the Wild
Geese from Spain and France.
President Michael D. Higgins
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2015 Clan Chieftain, Margot Lalor Coogan. pictured with family and
friends after being elected for her 3'd term as Chieftairt at the 2015

Clan Rally.
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was unable to attend this event as he
was on an official visit to Turkey and
the Lebanon to mark the 100"
anniversary of the landings at
Gallipoli. Upon his return he hosted a
very momentous reception for us all
to mark the 25th anniversary of the
Clans of lreland at Aras an
Uachtar6in on 28th May I was
personally fortunate to speak with
President Higgins himself and we
discussed his time in Dail Eireann
with my Uncle Alderman Fintan
Coogan (who was also Mayor of
Galway for many years) and then his
son Fintan Jnr.

The coming year will be a significant
one. James Fintan-Lalor will be
remembered during the 1916
commemorations, as his writings
influenced so many lrish leaders,

As always when writing these I must
not forget to include my late Father,
Joseph Coogan and his mother (my
grandmother) Sarah Lalor. I dedicate
this coming year of being Clan
Chieftain to their memory. I hope the
coming year is an enjoyable and
healthy one for you and I look forward
to having you all with me at some of
the Lalor events over the next year.

Keep our support and friendship
together.

Special Christmas Blessings to Lalors
Australia and all Lalors worldwide.

Le gach dea ghui i gcomhair na
Nollaig agus na h-6th bhliana.

Mar3ot La/or C<>o3an.

Chieftain meets President Michae! D Higgins
at Aras an Uachtariin
The Chieftain was
among the 58
representatives of
the Clans of lreland
that were greeted by
President Higgins at
Aras an Uachtar5in.
Guests at the event
travelled from
America, Australia,
mainland Europe, the UK and the four corners of
lreland. Margot carried the Clan Staff which featured the
O'Leathlobhair crest and motto "strong and Faithful".
The occasion marked the 25th anniversary of the
founding of the Clans of lreland or Finte na hEireann.
President Higgins, who is a patron of the Clans of
lreland, addressed the representatives as a group
before chatting to each individually. The President was
fascinated to hear the history of the Lalor Clan,
particularly because of its connection with the famous
patriot James Fintan Lalor. The Clans of lreland was
established in 1989, with 15 clans, and there are now 66
registered clans spread around the world.

President Higgins gave special mention at the event to
an Essay Competition that is run as as a jont iniitiative
by The Clans of lreland, The lrish Chiefs and Chieftains
and Trinity College Dublin. The competition, open to all
over the age of '18 (who are not on the academic staff of
a third level history department), is for essays of
approximately 2,000 words, dealing with any facet of
political, social or cultural history of Gaelic lreland within
the period from 400 to 1690 A.D.. The essay must be
accompanied by footnoted references to sources used;
and a full bibliography. Entries may be written in either
lrish or in English.

Entries, with competitor's name, address and contact
details, should be emailed (preferably) as an attached
MS Word file to: mksimms@tcd.ie or mailed to: "Chiefs
and Clans Ptize," History Dept, Trinity College, Dublin 2.
Closing date for Entries: 1st June 2016.

More details on the competition and about how to enter
are availablie at the website:
http://www.tcd. ie/history/irishclansandchiefsprize. php
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6 Leathlobhair Clan Rally 2015 - Another Great Success !!!
The 2015 6 Leathlobhair Clan Rally took
place on the weekend of 17th, 18th, and 19th

July at Abbeyleix Manor Hotel. lt was a great
success. The weekend got underway at 8.30
pm on Friday evening with a well attended
A.G.M. The following officers were elected:

Chairperson/PRO: Kevin Lalor-Fitzpatrick;
Vice-Ch ai rpe rson: Tom Lawlor;
Minutes Secretary: Annie Lalor;
Assisfanf Secretary: Mary O'Mahony;
Computer Secretary: Mary Carmody;
Treasu rer. Paddy Lalor;
Assisfanf Treasurer. Margot Coogan ;

Clans of lreland: Margot Coogan and Aine O
Cathasaigh;
Website Operator. Stuart Lawlor.

Following the formal business of the A.G.M., a
comedy sketch was performed by Paddy Lalor
and Kevin Lalor-Fitzpatrick entitled The
Marriage Bureau. lt caused much hilarity
amongst those present. Jim Lalor, husband of
former Chieftain, Mary Lalor, gave an
enjoyable rendition of "The Old Bog Road".

Historical Tour

The tour started early on Saturday morning
taking in Lalor's Mills , Clonad, and the Pass
of the Plumes outside Ballyroan. The battle of
the Pass of the Plumes occurred in 1599 at
Cashel Cross, Ballyroan, Co Laois, when an
English force under Robert Devereaux, Earl of
Essex, was ambushed and defeated. lt is
called the Pass of the Plumes because of the
number of British helmets bedecked with
plumes which covered the field of battle. The
tour guide was Jackie Hyland. The tour also
included the Round Tower and Museum in
Timahoe. All returned to the Manor Hotel,
Abbeyleix for lunch. After lunch the tour
continued on to Donaghmore Workhouse and
Famine Museum for a trip back in time. The
Famine Workhouse Museum is a unique
place in County Laois which aims to tell the

%

story of the families who lived and died within
the famine workhouse walls before, during
and after the Great Famine. As a result of the
Great Famine era of 1845-1849 about 1,200
people, or 10o/o of the population of the area,
was forced to seek refuge here.

On visiting Donaghmore, the authentically
restored original dormitories, a kitchen and a
waiting hall could be seen. One of the five
buildings of the Workhouse Museum is
restored to its original state and stands empty
with its white washed walls reflecting the
bleak stories of life 150 years ago.

Margot is the O Leathlobhair Clan leader
for another year

Margot Lalor Coogan retained the title of O
Leathlobhair Clan Chieftain for another year at
the annual Clan gathering.

Following the announcement that she would
continue as head of the Clan for another year,
Margot was led into the ballroom by piper Ned
Dunne. She was greeted by loud applause by
all those present. This is Margot's second
year in succession, and third year in total, to
hold this prestigious position, a testament to
Margot's excellent stewardship. Margot in her
speech declared that it was a great honour to
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represent Ireland's most active Clan and she
looked fonrard to attending the various events
in both lreland and in Australia where there
are great links to Laois and the Lalors of
Tinakill. Kevin Lalor Fitzpatrick, a descendent
of James Fintan Lalor, presented Margot with
her Chieftain's certificate.

Dubliner Diarmuid O Cathasaigh performed
his traditional piece on the harmonica for the
Clan gathering which everyone enjoyed.

There were two new counties, Clare and
Wexford, represented this year, and we were
also delighted to be joined yet again by our
ever-popu lar overseas visitors.

Sunday July 19th commenced with the annual
Eccumenical service which was held in the
Church of the Adoration, Abbeyleix. All
gathered at the Manor Hotel for lunch and
final farewells until our next meeting.

6 Lencto0am

2015 O Leathlobhair Clan
Banquet was enjoyed by all.

p
f' ''tJ r-7 r ffiffi

Left: Diarmuid O
Cathasaigh
enchants the crowd
with his harmonica.

Right. Sadie
Chester and Mary

O'Mahony 3
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2014 Clan Rally - Happy Memories......
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Australia n Gonnections
The following letter was received from the Leader of "Lalor's Australia, Peter Lalor Philp. At his
request, the letter was read at the 2015 A.G.M.:
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Peter Lalor Philp, Leader Lalor's
Australia. and Margot Lalor

Coogan (O Leathlobhair Clan
Chieftain) with the Limited

Edition Print of Brendon Deacy's
painting of James Fintan Lalor

that was presented to the
Museum of Australian

Democracy
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Aims & Procedures of the O Leathlobhair Glan Association
Communicate with all who bear the 0
Leathlobhair name and with those
descended from them, including those
who do not carry the name.

Maintain a register of all who join the
association.

Hold an annual gathering of members
and intending members.

Foster and promote the rich heritage of
the Clan.

Help and encourage those abroad, so
that they may know and be proud of their
heritage.

Gather information and
members.

Promote our county
others to visit it.

The term of office for an Honorary
Chieftain is one year. While a person may
serye two or more times, they cannot
serve in two consecutive years UNLESS,
in the case where no valid nomination is
received, then the outgoing Chieftain
remains in office for another year.

O Leathlobhair Clan Newsletter Winter 2015

distribute to all

and encourage

t ln the event of only one member
allowing their name go forward for the
position of Chieftain, then that person
is duly declared Chieftain. The position
is never left vacant.

t Nine to ten committee meetings to be
held each year.

* Temporary ad hoc committees may be
formed for executing specific short-
term tasks.

$ A modest fee is charged for
membership and is renewable
annually. Any member who fails to pay
their membership fee for two
consecutive years shall be removed
from the mailing list.

I Members have a right to vote and to
receive regular bulletins.

TO REGISTER AS A CLAN MEMBER
PLEASE CONTACT

Annie Lalor OR Mary Lalor O'Mahony
Email : oleathlobhair@gmail.com

Mob: +353 87 9015280

Margot Lalor Coogan
Clan Ch ieftain 20 1 4120 1 5
& Clan Ambassador to
Australia
Mob: +353 86 8440875

Kevin Lalor FiDpatrick
Chairman & PRO
Mob: +353 879614235

Annie Lalor
Hon. Secretary
Tel. +353 57 8735190
Mob: +353 86 8805405

Gontact Details
Mary Lalor O lViahony

Assist. Secretary
Tel. +353 57 8739754
Mob +353 87 901 5280

Mary Lalor Carmody
E-mail & Computer
Secretary
Tel. +353 57 8621979
Mob: +353 86 3698517

Cian Website
www. oleathlobhai r.com

Clan E-n-rail:

oleath lobhair@qmail. com

Webmaster- Stuart Lawlor
E-mail islawtor@talktalk.net

Abbeylerx Manor Hotel
Tel +353 57 8730111

www. abbevleixmanorhotel. com
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