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SPRING 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

Ó Leathlobhair Clan 
  Lawler / Lawlor / Lalor 

 

Email: oleathlobhair@gmail.com 

Website: www.oleathlobhair.com 

CHIEFTAIN’S MESSAGE –  MAEVE LALOR 

At the last Rally, I was honoured to become Clan Chieftain for 2016/2017. It was a 

pleasure to meet so many of you at the banquet. 

Firstly, let me introduce myself. My name is Maeve Lalor, eldest daughter of Pat & 

Margaret (nee Jordan), from Ballon, in Co. Carlow. I have two brothers and four sisters, 

and as you can imagine, a large number of nieces and nephews! We lived with our 

grandmother (Mary Lalor, nee Kirwan), and as a result, we had a strong links with her 

generation and our Lalor/ Kirwan relations, who were mostly from Co Laois. 

 

I am married to Declan Carroll and we live in just outside Delvin, Co Westmeath. Declan is 

farming there and we live just beside his parents. 

I am working for over twenty years with Bank of Ireland. I started off in branches in 

Dublin city, and then moved to Co. Meath for over ten years. I now find myself on the 

M50 every morning, as I am working in an office in Tallaght. 

Apart from spending a long number of hours in my car, both travelling to and from work 

and visiting my family in Carlow, I love set dancing. Indeed, that it how Declan & I met! 

I look forward to meeting more members at the upcoming events. 

Maeve Lalor 
 

  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

21/22/23 JULY 2017 

2017 CLAN RALLY 

ABBEYLEIX MANOR HOTEL 
 

 

Honorary Clan Chieftains  
– Past and Present 

2016/17 Clan Chieftain, Maeve Lalor after 
presenting outgoing Chieftain, Margot 
Lalor Coogan with her Clan Chieftain 

Certificate. 
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2016 Ó LEATHLOBHAIR CLAN RALLY 

The annual Clan Rally was held on 22nd, 23rd, 24th July 2016. There was an interesting programme of events. There was a large 

attendance which included overseas visitors from America, Canada, Australia and England who expressed their delight and pleasure 

at attending the event and becoming part of the great extended Ó Leathlobhair clan which is the most active of all the native Irish 

clans, holding a rally every year. 

Chairman and PRO of the Clan, Kevin Lalor Fitzpatrick, welcomed 

the guests and said it was heartening to see so many attending 

the event. He extended a special welcome to the overseas 

visitors and hoped that they would have an enjoyable stay in 

Laois and that they would being home very happy memories of 

their visit. He expressed the hope that they would spread the 

message of the clan far and wide and thus encourage other 

Lalors, wherever in the world, to become involved in the affairs 

of the clan. 

Then began the formal business of the AGM when Chairman 

Kevin Lalor Fitzpatrick welcomed the guests. The following 

officers were elected: Chairperson/PRO: Kevin Lalor-Fitzpatrick; 

Vice-Chairperson: Tom Lawlor; Minutes Secretary: Annie Lalor; 

Assistant Secretary: Mary O'Mahony; Computer Secretary: Mary 

Carmody; Treasurer. Paddy Lalor; Assistant Treasurer: Margot Coogan; Website Operator: Stuart Lawlor.  

The Clan Secretary, Annie Lalor, gave a very detailed report. Other reports were delivered by Treasurer, Paddy Lalor, Stuart Lawlor, 

the website and Facebook organiser and Mary Carmody, Computer Secretary. Sympathy was expressed for the families of the 

following who had passed away since the last 2015 AGM: Denis Roe, brother of Mary Lalor; Bobby Kent, Manor Hotel; Brigid Lalor 

Brennan, Crettyard; Mary Lawlor Feldbruge, sister of Tom; Sarah Lalor Cooper, Coolrain; Annie Lalor, sister-in-law of Michael; Carmel 

Kealy, sister-in-law of Tom Lawlor; Marion Lalor Gunn, former twice-Chieftain, Tomas Scully, nephew of John; Sally Lalor, Clonagown; 

and Seamus Lawlor, Bennettsbridge. May they all rest in peace. 

Refreshments, and a Comedy Sketch, delivered by Kevin Lalor Fitzpatrick and Paddy Lalor, followed. Those present were then 

entertained by music on the accordion, played by Joe Coogan and contributions from the guests.  

The Annual Clan Tour took place the following day. The bus departed from the Hotel Car Park at 10.30 am and proceeded to the 

Abbeyleix Garden of Remembrance, Colt Cross, Clonbar and onto Portlaoise where the statue of James Fintan Lalor stands in a 

Remembrance Garden commemorating the events of the 1916 Rising. The tour had as a theme the Centenary of the 1916 Rising. 

There was a guide at each site to explain the relevance of each site in the context of the 1916 Rising. The first shots of the Rising 

were fired at Colt and an account of the event was explained to the visitors. The tour proceeded to County Hall where Michael 

Parsons gave an informative talk at the Statue of James Fintan Lalor.  

Mr. Parsons, who is President of the Laois Heritage Society gave a brief but very interesting account of the life of James Fintan and of 

the massive impact which his writings and political involvement had on the issues of the day and even further into the future. He 

said that James Fintan made a huge impression on the founder of the Land League, Michael Davitt. His writings were also embraced 

by James Connolly and Patrick Pearse, two of the executed leaders of the Easter Rising. 

It was then on to lunch at The Mile Bush Bar and Restaurant, followed by a visit to the ancient O’Moore Fort at the Rock of 

Dunamase. This is the ruins of a very impressive edifice standing on the eastern side of the road midway between Portlaoise and 

Stradbally. Jackie Hyland, The Heath, entertained the visitors to a very detailed history of the Rock and his knowledge of the subject 

2016/17 Clan Chieftain, Maeve Lalor, pictured with family following her 
election as Clan Chieftain at the 2016 Lalor Clan Rally. 
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was very detailed and informative. Jackie is the author of a very informative and interesting history of the Blake family of The Heath 

and their impact on the area for many years.  

A very enjoyable Clan Banquet was held later at the Manor Hotel. Music was supplied by Noel Glynn and his Band. There was no 

shortage of dancers taking to the floor. The election of Chieftain for the coming year was held. There were two candidates for the 

position of Chieftain-Garrett Lawlor and Maeve Lalor. Following the casting of votes Maeve was declared the new chieftain. She 

thanked her proposer and seconder and thanked all who had voted for her. She promised to promote the aims and ideals of the clan 

at all times and to work diligently to ensure the growth of the membership of the clan.  

Garrett also thanked his proposer and seconder and all who voted for him. He congratulated Maeve on her election and wished her 

well in her term of office and said he was sure that she would make an excellent leader.  

On Sunday morning at 11.30am an Ecumenical Service was held in St Michael and All Angels Church of Ireland, Ballacolla Rd., 

Abbeyleix. Goodbyes were said following the Farewell Lunch in the Manor Hotel. 

PHOTO GALLERY –  2016 CLAN RALLY 

 

 

  

  

Mary and Michael Lalor 

Peggy Breen 
and PJ Lalor 

Curran family from Australia 

Ed Lawler 
from Cork 

Dan and Mary Carmody 

Ray and Donna Lawler from USA 
Sham and Lillie Mohammad from UK 

Dr. Garrett Lawler  
now living in USA 

Pat Lalor 

James Ray from Canada 

Chieftain Maeve Lalor with extended family 
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OBITUARIES - SADLY TWO PAST CHIEFTAINS OF THE CLAN PASSED AWAY DURING 2016. 

MARION LALOR GUNN, R.I.P.  

In January, the death of Marion caused deep shock and sadness in the Ó Leathlobhair Clan and further afield. Marion a native of 

Dublin, was extremely proud of her Laois roots. She with her family attended every year, where she took part in and enjoyed 

everything to the full. She was thrilled to have been elected Chieftain in 2000 and again in 2005 when she carried the position with 

great pride. Marion was Clan representative to the Clans of Ireland, during that time she became a member of their committee for a 

couple of years. She was most helpful when The Clan made their first trip to Glasnevin to honour James Fintan Lalor and Laois poet 

John Keegan, she was there when our bus arrived to greet and welcome as she did on other trips. An academic Marion was a native 

Gaelic speaker and was much in demand as a translator of Gaelic and Welsh languages. With her own publishing company, she 

produced many articles and translations. Of the many places she visited, she loved Dunamase, especially the Church of the Holy 

Trinity at the foot of the Rock. She had the honour of reading in this Church at one of the Clan Services held there. She presented the 

Ó Leathlobhair flag to the Clan in memory of her mother. Marion was a big supporter of the James Fintan Lalor annual school. She 

was a lady who enjoyed life and loved her Lalor roots. May she rest in peace. 

PADDY LALOR, R.I.P 

The death of Paddy Lalor (Abbeyleix) removed from the Ó Leathlobhair Clan one of its most loyal and committed members. After the 

gathering of the representatives of the Seven Clans of Leix, as part of the national “Welcome Home Festival” in the 1990s, the idea 

of a Lalor Clan Gathering was put forward. This was followed through and Paddy Lalor was an original committee member and first 

chairman. He was indeed very proud of this. A very proud Laois man Paddy carried the Lalor name with honour, both nationally and 

in Europe as Vice President of the European Parliament, but more so as a member of the Ó Leathlobhair Clan. He loved the annual 

gatherings where his social skills were to the fore meeting and greeting from home and abroad. I am sure many of us still have 

pictures which arrived in the post a short time after the events. He would have carefully sent each person pictures which included 

themselves. He had the great honour of being chosen as the Clan’s first Honorary Chieftain. His joy held no bounds, his charm and 

wit was enjoyed by everyone. He always considered the social part of the weekend gatherings very important. The historical history 

of the Clan was of great interest to him, as it is to all of us. One wish Paddy had, was to see Tenakill House restored as a fitting 

memorial to James Fintan Lalor and all his siblings. He with his good friend, the late Dr. Liam Bannon worked hard toward this goal 

even visiting Australia to promote the idea. Paddy was deeply saddened because the house was not restored in his lifetime. Paddy 

loved to promote his county and especially his beloved Abbeyleix. Over the last few years he was unable to attend the annual 

gatherings due to the illness and death of his beloved wife, then unfortunately his own illness and death. Paddy is sadly missed by all 

who had the pleasure of knowing him, a gentleman, friend and a proud Lalor. May he rest in Peace 

MILLIE LALOR FITZPATRICK, R.I.P.  

Deepest sympathy was felt for our chairman Kevin who on returning home after the farewell lunch found his mother feeling rather 

poorly. Despite their best efforts she sadly passed to her eternal rest en route to the hospital. She had reached the great age of 

ninety-four. Millie and Kevin’s late father Richard attended the annual gatherings while their health allowed. May she rest in Peace 
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SIORAI EXHIBITION IN AUSTRALIA 

Brendon Deacy's art exhibition about James Fintan Lalor, Irish activist and journalist, who 

dedicated his life to lobbying for the downtrodden, was featured at the Siorai 

Exhibition in Australia in 2016. 

It opened on July 9, 2016, at the Museum of Australian Democracy at Eureka which 

stands in the site of the Eureka Stockade, an event associated with the birth of 

democracy in Australia, that was lead by James Fintan's brother, Peter. 

Brendon Deacy is an award winning Irish artist and teacher whose work is held in private 

and public collections in Ireland, the United Kingdom, Europe, the USA and Australia. 

The Siorai Exhibition ran at the Museum of Australian Democracy at Eureka, Ballarat 

from 9th July until 11th September 2016.  

MARGOT LALOR COOGAN - CLANS OF IRELAND ORDER OF MERIT 

Congratulations to Margot Lalor Coogan who received a prestigious Clans of Ireland 

Order of Merit Award in 2016. The Clans of Ireland Order of Merit is the highest honour 

that can be bestowed on any individual by Irish Clans. The ceremony took place in Dublin 

earlier this year when three people were honoured by the Clans of Ireland. 

Those who receive the award are chosen because they have made an outstanding 

contribution to Irish heritage and culture or because they have brought significant 

honour to their clan name. 

Pictured below with Margot at the Awards ceremony were Clan members, friends and 

family. More details and photos can be found on the Clans of Ireland website 

(www.clansofireland.ie). 

 

 

 

 

SOME INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT CONNECTIONS TO JAMES 
FINTAN LALOR AND TENAKILL  

* James Fintan Lalor fell out with his 
father because of his opposition to the 
Repeal Association during 1842-43 and he 
left Tenakill House and went to live in 
Dublin. However, they were later 
reconciled and he returned to his home. 

* Daniel O’Connell, “The Liberator” was a 
regular visitor to Tenakill House where he 
stayed on his journeys up through the 
county. 

* James Fintan and his brother, Richard, 
were co-opted to the Inner Council of the 
Young Ireland Movement in 1847. In 
1848, James Fintan is arrested following 
failed insurrection attempt at 
Borrisoleigh, Tipperary, imprisoned in 
Nenagh Prison and Newgate Prison, 
Dublin, and is later released due to his 
deteriorating health. 

* In 1854, a reward of £200 was offered 
for the arrest of The Honourable Peter 
Lalor, son of Honest Pat Lalor, MP, of 
Tenakill House and leader of the gold 
miners at Ballarat, Australia. The 
following year, he was elected an MP and 
later went on to become, in 1880, 
Speaker of the Victoria Parliament in 
place of Charles Gavan Duffy, another 
Young Irelander. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Over 50 people 
attended the Ó 
Leathlobhair Clan 
Christmas Party in 
the Seven Oaks 
Hotel. A very 
enjoyable evening 
was had by all.  
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CLANS OF IRELAND - CHIEFTAINS TRIP TO ATHENRY 

Representatives of numerous Irish clans visited Athenry last October for a special event organised by the Clans of Ireland. Entitled 

‘Gathering of the Clans, Athenry 2016’, the day was arranged to commemorate the 700th anniversary of the 1316 battle of Athenry. 

The event took place in the Athenry Community Centre in Clarke Street. 

One of the highlights of the day was a talk by renowned lecturer and author Dr. Nollaig Ó Muraíle, appropriately titled ‘The Gaelic 

nobility in the battle of Athenry, 1316 – those who fought, and those who fell’.  

Dr. Kieran O’Conor, a member of the family of O’Conor of Connacht also delivered a lecture as a guest of Clans of Ireland about 

the Annals of Loch Cé: 'Feidhlimidh O'Conchobhair, king of Connacht, and undisputed heir presumptive to the sovereignty of Erin, was 

slain there’. Kieran is a senior lecturer in Archaeology in National University of Ireland, Galway and he is joint editor of a book of 

essays on his ancestor: Charles O'Conor of Ballinagare. 

INSIGHT INTO THE TRANSPORTATION OF THE SEVEN SEPTS  

Four Hundred years ago, the leaders of Seven Septs of Laois were Transplanted to Tarbert in County Kerry to quell rebellion in the 

county and to facilitate settlement by English tenants. To this day in North Kerry and West Limerick the names of the descendants of 

the Seven Septs, Moore's, Kelly’s, Dowling's, Lalor's, Doran's, Deevy's or Devoy's and the McEvoy's are very prominent in those 

regions. 

Michael Christopher Keane, a native of Tarbert and now retired lecturer in agricultural economics at UCC set out to trace his 

ancestry-on one side being his great-grandmother, Margaret McEvoy. And from this interest evolved a fascinating and scholarly 

work tracing the history of the Transplantation of the seven Septs of Laois to Tarbert. 

The Book is entitled “From Laois to Kerry” and it was launched in The Old Schoolhouse, Vicarstown, on October 20 last. 

We are told in Thomas P. O’Neill’s book “James Fintan 

Lalor” that eight years after the transportation of the Lalors 

to Tarbert “that the country was so quiet that the 

magistrates allowed the Lalors to return to their own 

territory where they were given small holdings of sixty acres 

on a short lease. It seems they all returned to become small 

tenants in the territory once ruled by them”. 

O’Neill goes on to state that “In the year 1767, Patrick Lalor 

of Doon, had the good fortune to get a lease of thirty years 

on a hundred and forty acres in Tenakill, about five miles on 

the south-east side of Mountrath. In 1791 he got a lease on 

another large farm in Tarbert beside the first farm.” This 

Patrick Lalor had two sons, the eldest being also Patrick, 

who in 1806, married Anna Dillon from Ards, Co. Offaly, 

whose son James Fintan was born on March 10, 1807.  

“From Laois To Kerry” is a work of top class scholarship as it 

sets out how the Transportation of the Seven Septs was 

achieved. It also demonstrates how so many of the 

members of those seven clans came to return to their 

traditional lands. 
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2016 JAMES FINTAN LALOR AUTUMN SCHOOL-2016 

The 2016 James Fintan Lalor Autumn School could not have had a more apt title 

than “Looking Back-Looking Forward” as the writings of James Fintan Lalor 

were as inspirational to the leaders of I916 as they were to the people who read 

them when first written by the author. The topics were wide and varied and 

appealed to the large audiences which each lecture attracted. The panel 

debates were lively and many issues were raised which at times led down very 

interesting pathways of opinion and scholarship which greatly enhanced the 

proceedings. 

The main contributors to the very well attended sessions included Brendon Deacy, Diarmaid Ferriter, Tommy Graham and Frances 

Harney. Other contributors included Fergal McGarry, Professor of Irish History at QUB, Conor Brady, former Irish Times editor, 

Catriona Crowe , Head of Special Projects , National Archives of Ireland, Eve Morrison, Historian and Author, Lorraine Comer, Head 

of Education, National Museum of Ireland, Robert Ballagh, Artist, Conor McNamara, NUI Galway 1916 Scholar in Residence, Mary 

McAuliffe, Author and Assistant Professor at UCD School of Women’s Studies and Susan McKay, Director of the Glens Centre in 

North Leitrim.  

Brendon Deacy’s paintings, prints, drawings and photographs are inspired by the human effects of culture, history and politics, and 

have been exhibited in 19 solo shows. His specially commissioned exhibition ‘Siorai’; Visualising the Words of James Fintan Lalor 

today; premiered at the JFL School 2014. It has been shown at the Museum of Australian Democracy at Eureka from July to 

September this year, supported by Culture Ireland and the Laois 2016 Committee as part of the Ireland 2016 Centenary 

Commemorations.  

Diarmaid Ferriter was born in Dublin 1972 and is one of Ireland’s best known historians and commentators. He has published 

extensively on modern Irish History, writes on history and current affairs for a number of newspapers and is Professor of modern 

Irish History at UCD.  

Tommy Graham is a founder (1993) and editor of History Ireland magazine and convener of its lively Hedge Schools, and outgoing 

series of round table discussions of historical and contemporary interest, which debuted at the 2010 Electric Picnic. He lectures in 

history and politics at Griffith College, Dublin and is founder and director of Historical Walking Tours of Dublin. He is also the 

presenter of Newstalk’s “Talking History” programme. 

Frances Harney is a retired primary school teacher and together with her daughter she runs a very successful Speech and Drama 

School, educating students up and including Diplomas in Performance and Teaching. Having completed an M.A. in Education at TCD 

she attained her Licentiate in Speech and Drama with the Leinster School of Music and Drama and she is currently an examiner with 

that body. She has also presented lectures and workshops in St. Patrick’s Training College, Dublin, and Waterford Institute of 

Technology. 

 To say that the James Fintan Lalor Autumn School is a success is a massive understatement and 

the body and message of the event is widely regarded as being up with the best of similar 

schools held throughout Ireland during the Summer and into the Autumn. 

Judging by the attendance and the interest which it has generated it is an event which will be 

around for many years to come and in time will prove to be of great benefits to the county in 

attracting visitors from at home and abroad and while at the same time highlighting the 

importance of the contribution of James Fintan Lalor and the other members of this illustrious 

family to the history of Ireland for the past 150 years.   
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AIMS & PROCEDURES OF THE Ó LEATHLOBHAIR CLAN ASSOCIATION  

 

 Communicate with all who bear the Ó Leathlobhair name and with those 

descended from them, including those who do not carry the name. 

 Maintain a register of all who join the association. 

 Hold an annual gathering of members and intending members. 

 Foster and promote the rich heritage of the Clan. 

 Help and encourage those abroad, so that they may know and be proud of their 

heritage. 

 Gather information and distribute to all members. 

 Promote our county and encourage others to visit it. 

 The term of office for an Honorary Chieftain is one year. While a person may 

serve two or more times, they cannot serve in two consecutive years UNLESS, in 

the case where no valid nomination is received, then the outgoing Chieftain 

remains in office for another year. 

 In the event of only one member allowing their name go forward for the position 

of Chieftain, then that person is duly declared Chieftain. The position is never 

left vacant. 

 Nine to ten committee meetings to be held each year. 

 Temporary ad hoc committees may be formed for executing specific short-term 

tasks. 

 A modest fee is charged for membership and is renewable annually. Any 

member who fails to pay their membership fee for two consecutive years are 

removed from the mailing list. 

 Members have a right to vote and to receive regular bulletins.  
 

 

CLAN COMMITTEE & CONTACT DETAILS 

Maeve Lalor 
Clan Chieftain 2016/17 
Mob: +353 87 9503614 

 
Kevin Lalor Fitzpatrick 

Chairman & PRO 
Mob: +353 879614235 

 
Annie Lalor 

Hon. Secretary 
Tel: +353 57 8735190 
Mob: +353 86 8805405 
 

Mary Lalor O’Mahony 
Assist. Secretary 
Tel: +353 57 8739754 
Mob: +353 87 9015280 

Mary Lalor Carmody 
E-mail & Computer Secretary 
Tel: +353 57 8621979 
Mob: +353 86 3698517 

 
Clan Website: 

www.oleathlobhair.com  
 
Clan E-mail: 

oleathlobhair@gmail.com  
 
Webmaster- Stuart Lawlor 
         E-mail: jslawlor@talktalk.net  
 
Abbeyleix Manor Hotel 

Tel: +353 57 8730111 
www.abbeyleixmanorhotel.com  

 

 

 

 

TO REGISTER AS A CLAN 
MEMBER PLEASE CONTACT 

ANNIE LALOR  

OR  

MARY LALOR O’MAHONY  

EMAIL: 
OLEATHLOBHAIR@GMAIL.COM 

MOB: +353 87 9015280  

 

http://www.oleathlobhair.com/
mailto:oleathlobhair@gmail.com
mailto:jslawlor@talktalk.net
http://www.abbeyleixmanorhotel.com/
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