
 

 

Spring 2015 

Ó Leathlobhair  
Clan Newsletter 

Lawler / Lawlor / Lalor In this Newsletter… 

2 

3 

Chieftains Message 
Margot Lalor Coogan 
2014/15 Clan Chieftain 

Australian Connections 

Fortis et Fidelis 

During Clan Chieftain Margot Lalor 
Coogan’s visit for the 160th Eureka 
celebrations, the Chieftain presented 
a limited edition print of the Irish 
Rebel Museum of Australian 
Democracy at Eureka. The print is 
part of the excellent collection, by the 
prominent Irish artist Brendon Deacy, 
highlighting the words of James 
Fintan Lalor. The collection was 
exhibited by Deacy at the 2014 
James Fintan Lalor School in Laois.  
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Ó Leathlobhair Clan  
Rally 2014 

James Fintan Lalor  
School 2014 
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Memories of 2014 
Date for your diary… 
...Details of Clan Rally 2015 
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Dear Clan Members, 

I feel privileged to be elected 
your Chieftain for the second 
time. I thank you for this great 
honour and the trust you have 
placed in me. This is an 
historic year for the Lalor clan 
because it marks the 160th 
Anniversary of The Eureka 
Stockade, Ballarat, led by 
Peter Lalor, from Raheen, 
County Laois. 

My first official function was to 
present a “Life time 
Certificate” to Josie Dunne, 
for her contribution to Lalor 
History which included her 
song “James Fintan Lalor”. In 
September, many of you 
travelled with me to Glasnevin 
Cemetery for the wreath 
laying Ceremony on the grave 
of James Fintan Lalor, as well 
as laying a wreath on the 
grave of our Poet, John 

Chieftain’s Message – Margot Lalor Coogan 

2014/15 Clan Chieftain, Margot Lalor Coogan, pictured under the 
flags of the O’Leathlobhair Clan in Ireland and of the Eureka 

Rebellion in Australia. 

2

Keegan, Killeaney, 
Shanahoe. I was invited in 
October, to speak at the 
opening of the James Fintan 
Lalor Autumn School. The 
prelude to the James Fintan 
Lalor School was the 
launching of the art exhibition 
of Brendon Deacy’s, Siorai 
(Eternal), visualising the 
words of James Fintan Lalor. 
This was a collection of ten oil 
paintings incorporating the 
words of ‘James Fintan Lalor 
Today’. 

Sunday 7 December was a 
great honour for me to install 
the second Leader of “Lalors 
Australia”, Peter Lalor Philp. 
The installation was 
performed beneath the statue 
of Peter Lalor, in the main 
Street, of Ballarat, Australia. 

For our new members, let me 
outline a little about myself. I 
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was born at Killeany, near 
Shanahoe, in County Laois. I 
have three sisters Sadie, Vera 
and Moira and three brothers 
Jack, Jim and Joe. Jim 
passed away in March, 2003. 
May he and all our loved ones 
“Rest In Peace”. 

Finally, I want to dedicate this 
great honour to the memory 
of my late Father Joseph 
Coogan and his Mother, my 
Granny, Sarah Lalor. 

I am writing my message to 
you from Australia. One of the 
most moving experiences in 
my lifetime has been this 
opportunity to participate in 
the 160th Anniversary of the 
Eureka Stockade. You have 
all been in my heart and 
thoughts during this time. It is 
now at this point that I should 
like to introduce to you to the 
newly elected Leader “Lalors 
Australia”, Peter Lalor Philp, 
the great great grandson of 
Peter Lalor of Eureka. 

Margot Lalor Coogan. 

Clan Chieftain. 
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Dear Lalor Clan Members, 

My warmest greetings to you 
all. The principle aim of my 
leadership is to better connect 
‘Lalors Australia’ with our 
treasured homeland of 
Ireland. Immediately following 
my election, it was my 
privilege to invite our Chieftain 
Margot Lalor Coogan to 
officially participate in the 
major events of the 160th 
Anniversary of Eureka. 
Margot did us all proud in this 
role. The most significant 

Australian Connections  

Peter Lalor 
(1827-1889) 

Native of Raheen, Co Laois. 
Leader of Eureka Stockade, at Ballarat, Australia 

New Aussie Clan Chief 
Peter Lalor Philp has a good mix of the Celtic. 
His mother, Nano Bernadette Lalor, was the 
great granddaughter of Eureka’s Peter Lalor and 
used Lalor as her name for most of her married 
life. His father Keith Philp’s line is from the 
Kingdom of Fife, Scotland. Most of his upbringing 
was in the old Lalor homeland, Ravens Grove, 
East St. Kilda, with his grandmother Eileen ‘Iee’’ 
Lalor and his uncle Peter Fintan Lalor – the 
second. 

Peter is married to Nain and has five children: 
Peter, Richard, Nainalicia, Daniel and Luke and 
six grandchildren: Akaysha, Noah, Anya, Sarah, 
Priya and Zarah. His historic claim to fame is that 
he is currently the oldest member of the Peter 
Lalor line! 

2

event during these 
celebrations for me was when 
Margot presented an 
important piece of Ireland to 
Ballarat. What a surprise it 
was for all of us. Margot’s 
presentation to the CEO of 
the Museum of Australian 
Democracy Eureka, Jane 
Smith, before a live audience, 
was ‘From the Sod to the 
Sky’, one of the 10 part 
collection by Brendon Deacy. 
The artist wrote on this 
special limited edition 
‘presented to the good people 
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of Ballarat, by Margot 
Coogan, Lalor Clan Chieftain 
on the 160th Anniversary of 
the Eureka Stockade.’  

Thank you for all the help you 
have given us during the year, 
it is very much appreciated. I 
feel that the bonds between 
Laois and Australia have 
never been stronger. 

Best wishes from Australia to 
you all.   

Peter Lalor Philp. 

Leader ‘Lalors Australia’. 

Margot Lalor Coogan accepted an invitation from ‘Lalors Australia’ to join the 160th anniversary 
celebrations of the Eureka Stokade at Ballarat. This was Margot’s third visit to Ballarat, the second 
as chieftain. While in Ballarat she  participated in a number of events. On 3 December, the date of 
the Eureka Stockade, Margot installed the new Leader of ‘Lalors  Australia’ beneath the   statue of 
Peter Lalor in Sturt St., Ballarat. Margot also installed the first leader while in Australia in 2012.  

‘Lalors Australia’ were honoured to have the chieftain present for the 160th anniversary  
celebrations. The visit also highlighted the importance of the Lalor/Lawlor/Lawler Irish-Australian 
link. 
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“The busiest Clan in Ireland is enjoying a 
tremendous growth in popularity around the 
world thanks to social media”, the 
O’Leathlobhair annual clan rally heard at its 
AGM on 11th, 12th and 13th July 2014. The 
venue for the event, as in other years, was the 
Abbeyleix Manor Hotel, which proved to be a 
great location to meet friends, relations and 
clan members and to catch up with contacts 
made at previous rallies. 

The proceedings opened on Friday, July 11th 
with the AGM: the business end of the rally 
weekend which was very well attended and 
plans were made for the future. 

Web operator and Facebook organiser, Stuart 
Lawlor, stated that the clan numbers are 
growing yearly with a lot of interest via the 
internet plus good communications with the 
committee members. Long may all continue to 
make the Clan enjoy the success that it is at 
present. 

Overseas visitors from England, Ohio, 
Canada, California, Hong Kong and Australia 
received a very warm welcome with six 
people making their first trip to Ireland for the 
Clan Rally. 

Saturday morning saw the members 
assemble for their history tour, which began 
with Shane Hospital: once the seat of the 
Kemmis family. The next venue was the 
Coolbanagher monastic site, followed by visits 
to Rathadaire Church and Morette Castle. 

This was followed by a break when the party 
adjourned to the historic Gandon Inn for a 
delightful lunch. The tour guide for this historic 
tour was Jackie Hyland from the Heath who 
proved to be a fountain of local knowledge, 
and kept the large group informed and 
entertained for the duration of the tour. 

Lalor Clan enjoyed a great weekend at 2014 Annual Rally 

Clan Piper, Ned Dunne, leads the procession of 
the outgoing (Mary Lalor) and incoming (Margot 

Lalor Coogan) Clan Chieftains at the 2014 Ó 
Leathlobhair Clan Rally 
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On Saturday night the focus was turned to the 
annual Clan Banquet and the election of the 
new O’Leathlobhair Clan Chieftan. A beautiful 
meal was served to the large gathering at the 
Manor Hotel, Abbeyleix and this was followed 
by dancing to the wonderful music of Kildare’s 
“Twice Shy” band. Josie Dunne gave a 
rendition of the James Fintan Lalor ballad 
composed by the late Jim (Lal) Deegan and 
his sister Cannie Dineiffe. 

Pat Lalor also entertained with song as did 
Diarmuid O’Cathasaigh from Howth who sang 
the Clan Anthem “Magila Mar”. The Clan piper 
for 2014, Ned Dunne from the Durrow Pipe 
Band, led in the outgoing Chieftain and one of 
the Clan founders, Mary Lalor from the Heath, 
and the new Chieftain for 2014/15 - Margot 
Lalor Coogan from Rath, Ballybrittas. Both 
ladies addressed the gathering saying that it 
was a great honour to be Chieftain of the 
great O’Leathlobhairs who are one of the 
Seven Septs of Laois. 

Life Certificates were presented to a number 
of members and a Certificate to the outgoing 
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Certificates marking the 
nominations of Paddy Lalor (Left) 
Michael Lalor (Centre) and Tom 
Lalor (Right) as Honorary Life 
members of the Ó Leathlobhair Clan were presented by the 2014/15 
Clan Chieftain, Margot Lalor Coogan, at the 2014 Clan Rally. 

Outgoing Clan Chieftain, Mary Lalor, is presented 
with her certificate by the 2014/15 Clan Chieftain, 
Margot Lalor Coogan, at the 2014 Ó Leathlobhair 

Clan Rally 

3

Chieftain, Mary Lalor. Sincere thanks was 
extended to the members who supported the 
raffle and to the various supporters of the 
Clan. 

THE MC for the occasion, Kevin Lalor-
Fitzpatrick, kept the events flowing with his 
light hearted humour and a great night was 
enjoyed by all. At the banquet on Saturday 
night, Irish TV recorded much of the 
proceedings which was later transmitted on 
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the television program “Laois Matters’, much 
to the delight of Ó Leathlobhair people all over 
the world.  

On Sunday morning, an Ecumenical Service 
was held in the Church of the Most Holy 
Trinity at the famous Laois landmark, the 
Rock of Dunamaise. The clan had also 
assembled at this venue in the early ‘90’s. 

The Clan extended a very special thanks to 
Isaac Dobson and his team and to Wilfred 
Deverell who conducted the ceremony with 
Fr. Jack Walsh. The occasion proved to be a 
beautiful finale to a very enjoyable weekend. 

 

Annie Lalor and Paddy Lalor attend to the 
paperwork… behind the scenes at the 2014 Rally 
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It was an occasion of drama, 
debates and political discussion 
inspired by the writings of James 
Fintan Lalor. Contributors to the 
event included Fr. Peter 
McVerry, Eoghan Harris, Michael 
Martin TD, John Lonergan and 
Noeleen Blackwell. Debates 
were chaired by Diarmaid 
Ferriter, Sean O’Rourke and 
Aine Lawlor. 

The school was officially opened 
by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, Charlie 
Flanagan and the Chieftain of 
the O’Leathlobhair Clan, Margot 
Lalor Coogan, was also a 
contributor. Following the 
opening, historians, writers and 
the CEO of the Laois Heritage 
Council participated in a lively 
debate ‘A Nation Once Again? 
Ireland in the 1840s and Today’. 
Michael Parsons, Laois Heritage 
Society, spoke about the ‘Life 
and Times of James Fintan 
Lalor’. Another debate centred 
on ‘Property has its Duties as 
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well as its Rights’. This would 
have been very close to the 
heart of James Fintan who was a 
radical land reform agitator who 
struggled for land rights on 
behalf of the oppressed Irish 
community and working classes.  

Representing the O’Leathlobhair 
Clan, and ‘Lalors Australia’, 
Margot Lalor Coogan said in her 
address: “James Fintan Lalor 
was a great writer and thinker 
who influenced many of our 
leaders – Gavin Duffy, Michael 
Davit, Charles Stewart Parnell 
and Daniel O’Connell. During his 
short life, James Fintan suffered 
poor health. He witnessed 
Ireland endure hard times and 
mass emigration. Emigration hit 
the Lalor family. Two of his 
younger brothers, Peter and 
Richard emigrated to Australia in 
October 1852.” Margot quoted 
James Fintan’s famous rallying 
call: “The land of Ireland for the 
people of Ireland. Ireland her 
own from the Sod to the Sky.”  
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Student Sharon Ryan from 
Portlaoise College, winner of a 
recent All-Ireland debating 
competition on the theme of 
James Fintan Lalor, gave a 
presentation of her views of 
Lalor’s legacy. 

A number of members of the 
O’Leathlobhair Clan attended 
the event. The weekend has 
become a permanent fixture on 
the national stage. 

The Second James Fintan Lalor School was held at the 
Dunamaise Art Centre, Portlaoise, Laois – 17/18 October, 2014 

The words of James Fintan Lalor, by Brendan Deacy 
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Brendon Deacy said: “I had to 
confess that I knew very little about him. 
As I conducted my initial research, I 
learned that Lalor contributed 
immensely to the Irish political 
landscape but what struck me most of 
all was what he said back in the 1800s 
is just as vital today.” 

“To add to the visceral nature that I 
wanted for the images, I collected dust 
and debris from Tenakill House, ground 
it up and mixed it with the oil paint, 
which when applied not only created 
alluring texture but also significantly 
forged a metaphysical connection 
between the work and the man himself.” 

The paintings carry many of the 
famous statements of the rebel like: 
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‘Who among you will help me lay an axe 
to the root of this rotten and hideous 
Irish landlordism that we might see how 
much would come down with it?’ 

Many who attended the exhibition 
said the paintings were outstanding 
and were a great honour to the 
memory of James Fintan.  

“Deliverance, oh Lord: Deliverance or 
Death – Deliverance or this island a 
desert. 
This is one prayer, and a terrible need, 
and a real passion of Ireland today, as it 
has been for ages.” 

- JAMES FINTAN LALOR 

1

One of the highlight’s of this year’s 
James Fintan Lalor School was an 
exhibition of oil paintings by Irish 
artist Brendon Deacy – Visualizing 
the Words of James Fintan Lalor 
Today. 

The exhibition was opened at the 
Dunamaise Arts Centre by the 
renowned artist Robert Ballagh. 

The nine paintings, including 
‘Depopulating the Island’ and ‘From 
Sod to the Sky’, are all oil on 
canvas, with textures from Tenakill 
House, the home of James Fintan 
and Peter Lalor.  

Speaking about his exhibition, 
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Ó Leathlobhair 
Clan Rally 

2015 
Ó Leathlobhair Clan 

Committee 

welcomes old and 
new friends 

to the 
2015 Clan 

Rally 
17th-19th July 2015 

Abbeyleix Manor Hotel, 
Co Laois 

Tel: + 353 57 8730111 
www.abbeyleixmanorhotel.com 

Book now for a great 
weekend 

2014 Clan Rally – Happy Memories…… 

Eamonn and Michael Lalor 
(above) and Áine and Diarmuid  
Ó Chathasaigh (Left) enjoying 
the 2014 Clan Rally. 

Ó Leathlobhair Clan Committee 2014/15 
with Clan Chieftain, Margot Lalor Coogan. 

2nd Annual Christmas Dinner and Party 
There was a large attendance at the Clan Christmas party in 
the Seven Oaks Hotel on December 11th 2014. Kevin Lalor –
Fitzpatrick was MC for the occasion and welcomed all the 
guests. Apologies for inability to attend were received from 
Clan Chief, Margot Lalor Coogan who was in Australia for the 
160th Eureka anniversary celebrations. Apologies were also 
received from Jim and Mary Lalor, The Heath, Portlaoise. 
Kevin thanked the sponsors for the huge array of prizes which 
were raffled during the course of the evening. An enjoyable 
evening was had by all who danced the night away to the 
music of Jackie Byrne. Members of the Clan added to the 
enjoyment of the occasion by contributing songs, recitations 
and anecdotes. Finally Kevin thanked the hotel for a splendid 
meal. 
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Margot Lalor Coogan 
Clan Chieftain 2014/2015 
& Clan Ambassador to 
Australia 
Mob: +353 86 8440875 

 
Kevin Lalor Fitzpatrick 

Chairman & PRO 
Mob: +353 879614235 

 
Annie Lalor 

Hon. Secretary 
Tel: +353 57 8735190 
Mob: +353 86 8805405 
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Communicate with all who bear the Ó 
Leathlobhair name and with those 
descended from them, including those 
who do not carry the name. 
Maintain a register of all who join the 
association. 
Hold an annual gathering of members 
and intending members. 
Foster and promote the rich heritage of 
the Clan. 
Help and encourage those abroad, so 
that they may know and be proud of their 
heritage. 
Gather information and distribute to all 
members. 
Promote our county and encourage 
others to visit it. 
The term of office for an Honorary 
Chieftain is one year. While a person may 
serve two or more times, they cannot 
serve in two consecutive years UNLESS, 
in the case where no valid nomination is 
received, then the outgoing Chieftain 
remains in office for another year. 

Aims & Procedures of the Ó Leathlobhair Clan Association 
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In the event of only one member 
allowing their name go forward for the 
position of Chieftain, then that person 
is duly declared Chieftain. The position 
is never left vacant. 
Nine to ten committee meetings to be 
held each year. 
Temporary ad hoc committees may be 
formed for executing specific short-
term tasks. 
A modest fee is charged for 
membership and is renewable 
annually. Any member who fails to pay 
their membership fee for two 
consecutive years shall be removed 
from the mailing list. 
Members have a right to vote and to 
receive regular bulletins.  

TO REGISTER AS A CLAN MEMBER 
PLEASE CONTACT 

Annie Lalor  OR  Mary Lalor O’Mahony 
Email: oleathlobhair@gmail.com 

Mob: +353 87 9015280 
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Clan Website: 
www.oleathlobhair.com  

 
Clan E-mail: 

oleathlobhair@gmail.com  
 
Webmaster- Stuart Lawlor 
         E-mail: jslawlor@talktalk.net  
 
Abbeyleix Manor Hotel 

Tel: +353 57 8730111 
     www.abbeyleixmanorhotel.com  
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Mary Lalor O’Mahony 
Assist. Secretary 
Tel: +353 57 8739754 
Mob: +353 87 9015280 

 
Mary Lalor Carmody 

E-mail & Computer 
Secretary 
Tel: +353 57 8621979 
Mob: +353 86 3698517 

 
 
 
 


