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JAMES FINTAN LALOR AT 

EUREKA 

 

 

MAJOR AWARD FOR 
LALOR CHIEFTAIN 

Jimmy Lalor Walsh, Father Jack Walsh, 
Margot Lalor Coogan CIOM Gearoid O 
Ceallaigh Cathaoirleach Finte na hEireann 
and Joe Lalor Coogan 

 

The long awaited Brendon Deacy exhibition 
Siorai,the Irish name for Eternal, has arrived in Ballarat. 
Siorai has been inspired by the words of one of Ireland’s 
fiercest rebels, James Fintan Lalor. 

The Ballarat season runs from 9 July until 11 
September at the Museum of Australian Democracy at 
Eureka, on the site where the 1854 rebellion, led by 
Peter Fintan Lalor is believed to have taken place.  On 9 
July, the Irish Ambassador to Australia officially opened 
the exhibition at M.A.D.E.                  – continued page 2 

The Clans of Ireland has presented its highest 
honour ‘The Order of the Clans of Ireland’ to the 
O’Leathlobhair Chieftain, Margot Lalor Coogan. 
The conferring ceremony was held in Dublin on 
17 March (St.Patrick’s Day) where Margot  
received her official insignia. She now becomes 
a Companion of the Clans of Ireland and may 
use the post-nominal letters CIOM. ‘The Order of 
the Clans of Ireland’ is made for an outstanding 
contribution to Irish culture and heritage. 
The Lalor Chieftain was nominated for the 
honour by the O’Leathlobhair Clan for her 
services to the Lalor heritage. 
Margot has made a host of major contributions 
while chieftain including the annual visits to 
James Fintan’s grave at Glasnevin Cemetery. 

Also while chieftain, Margot has made three 

important visits to Australia where she has 
created significant bonds between our two 
countries. 
On receiving this award, Margot said that it was 
a proud honour for both her and the Lalor Clan. 
Leader of ‘Lalors Australia’ Peter Lalor Philp said 
that without the passion and drive of Margot the 
renewed and strong bonds between the two of 
the branches 

branches of the Lalor family would never 
have been achieved. “Clearly the 
bloodline of the Lalors of old burns in her 
veins. We thank her and love her for the 
commitment she gives to her role of 
chieftain and her constant reminder to us 
all that we should take great pride in 
being of the O’Leathlobhair line. And I 
know that she is deeply appreciated in 
Ireland.” said Peter Lalor Philp. 
Margot is also the Lalor Ambassador to 
Australia. 
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JAMES 
 
FINTAN 
 
LALOR 
 
AT 
 

EUREKA 

DEACY-LALOR 
 
 
The Laois County Council commissioned 
Brendon Deacy to create a new art exhibition 
for the 2014 James Fintan Lalor Summer 
School. The result was the magnificent Siorai 
– powerful visuals linking contemporary 
images with the words of James Fintan. The 
exhibition was a highlight of the art festival in 
the Lalor home town. Determined to weld the 
extraordinary achievements of the two Lalor 
brothers at the site of the Eureka Stockade, 
O’Leathlobhair Chieftain Margot Lalor Coogan 
presented the Museum of Australian 
Democracy at Eureka with a limited edition of 
one Brendon Deacy’s Siorai works, depicting 
Lalor. At the same time she lobbied hard to 
have the full exhibition brought to Australia. 
Both Deacy and M.A.D.E eagerly supported 
the idea. Now James Fintan Lalor has a 
physical place with his brother Peter at 
Eureka. 
Brendon Deacy is a noted Irish artist, writer 
and lecturer. He was born in County Laois and 
studied art in Dublin and Leeds. Since his first 
solo exhibition in Wolverhamption (UK) in 
1992, he has been invited to stage 19 solo 
and 23 group exhibitions. Today his works are 
displayed in public and private collections in 
Ireland, the US, Australia and Europe. 
Brendon’s critically acclaimed book The State 
we’re Out was published in 1998. His second 
booked A Life in Relief, a novel without words 
about Michael Davitt was released in 2006. In 
1994 he lectured at the National College of 
Arts and Design in Dublin. He has won a 
number of awards. 
 

Brendon Deacy’s spirited exhibition 
comprises 10 pieces of art – visually 
contemporary with the evergreen fighting 

words of James Fintan Lalor: ‘Ireland her 

own and all therein from the sod to the 

sky’, ‘Help me lay an axe to the root of 

this rotten and hideous Irish 

landlordism that we might see how 

much would come down with it?’, 

‘There go the young the gifted, the 

daring, the wise’, ‘The distance that 

separates you from the people’, 

‘Depopulating the island’, ‘The 

subsistence of the people of Ireland is in 

danger’, ‘I will not be fettered & 

handcuffed’, ‘Leave yourselves free, 

individually and collectively’, ‘Your 

friends sold the country down the 

river’, ‘Rather create a pauper than 

assist a struggling worker’. 

While reinforcing that indispensable bond 
between Ireland and Australia and honouring 
the Lalor clan in a distinctive way, Siorai is 
foremost a confronting statement to all who 
believe in the principles of human rights and 
justice. Its power is concentrated in its 
relevance. Brendon Deacy believes “ there is 
an eerie similarity between what Lalor was 
commenting about and what I see happening 
today.” 
Siorai’s identification with Peter Lalor and the 
issues fought for and won at Eureka, present 
an interesting reflection and a valuable debate 
for members of the Lalor clan. 

  
SIORAI 

Displayed at the Musuem of 
Australian Democracy at Eureka 

9 July – 11 September 
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As a young child I vaguely recall the 
excitement in the Lalor family at the release of 
the Ealing movie, The Eureka Stockade. Peter 
Fintan Lalor II and his sisters Nano, Moya and 
Judy were the centre of attention in the foyer of 
the Majestic Theatre in Flinders St. Melbourne 
on the night of the gala premiere. It was a 
highly significant production reminding all 
Australians about the importance of Eureka 
and for the Lalor family a momentous way of 
honouring Peter Lalor. These public exposures 
are essential to retain the relevance and 
meaning of events and people that we hold 
dear. Therefore the present Brendon Deacy 
Siorai exhibition, the award winning short film 
highlighting Peter Lalor by Madi Lalor, the 
concern about the exploitation of the Eureka 
flag and to a lesser extent the sale of Lalor 
House are vital to keep the story alive and 
contemporary particularly in an age when all 
that matters to an increasing number of people 
is today and tomorrow.   
Let’s move forward with pride.  
Peter L.P  
  

 

 
FROM THE STOCKADE 

 
 

 
‘Lalors Australia’ and Eureka’s Children have both 
called for the protection of the Southern Cross flag 
from further exploitation. 
This follows the attempts by The Australia First 
Party to use the flag as its logo on election 
material. 
The Leader of ‘Lalors Australia’, Peter Lalor Philp 
speaking on ABC Radio said that the same 
registered protection should have been given to 
the Southern Cross Flag as provided to the 
Australian Flag thus preventing the continued 
exploitation of the flag by political groups. He said 
this is particularly applicable to The Australia First 
Party because its policies appear to be in total 
contrast to the ideals fought for at Eureka. 
Writing to the Australian Electoral Commission, the 
President of Eureka’s Children, Eric Howard said: 
“On behalf of Eureka’s Children I am lodging this 
objection to the application for use of a 
representation of the Eureka Flag as a party 
political logo for The Australia First Party (NSW) 
Incorporated.  
“We are submitting this written objection before the 
closing date of May 22 and are relying on Section 
129A of the Electoral Act 1918, which provides the 
AEC with a power to refuse to enter a logo of the 
party in the Register under section 129A.  
We seek refusal under those grounds not only for 
the confusion which would occur in the public mind 
about our organization, but also the confusion in 
public appreciation of the Eureka Story, which is 
the basis of our activities and that of many 
organizations.  
“Use of such a logo by the applicant for the party 
political purposes intended would, it is contended, 
demonstrate a lack of respect for the solemn 
nature of the Eureka events, for the miners, their 
supporters and soldiers who died or were injured 
at Eureka in 1854”, Eric Howard said.   

_____________________ 

LALOR HOUSE SAFE 
 
Lalor House in Church St. Richmond was sold 
recently for about $M5.5 and media reports 
following the sale indicated that part of the historic 
building might be demolished. 
Yarra Council has confirmed that a building 
application has been submitted to construct 
apartment units using the rear yard of the property. 
Lalor House was once the home of Dr Joseph 
Lalor the son of Peter Lalor. 
The house has a Heritage Listing on it, hopefully 
guaranteeing its ongoing protection. It is likely that 
a wooden structure attached to the main house, 
once the servants’ quarters, might be demolished. 
Major restoration is urgently needed to both the 
exterior and interior of the old mansion. 

STOP HI-JACKING THE 
EUREKA FLAG 

THE NEWEST FINTAN 

  Welcome to the clan – Fintan Xavier 
Lalor Philp, newly born son of Luke and 
Elishia. He was born on 3 May. Fintan has a 
good model to follow. His dad has been 
fighting for the downtrodden in Melbourne 
since he was a teenager. 

O’LEATHLOBHAIR CLAN RALLY 
22,23,24 July 2016 

Abbeyleix, County Laois, Ireland 
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.          FINTAN LALOR – PADRAIG PEARSE   

On 23 April 1916, Padraig Pearse was appointed 
Commandant-General of the Army of the Irish 
Republic and President of the Provisional 
Government. He called James Fintan one of the four 
evangelists who wrote the gospels of Irish Freedom.                                                                  
In his celebrated essay, The Sovereign People, 
Pearse says of Lalor: “Tone (Wolfe Tone sometimes 
called the father of Irish Republicism) sounded the 
reveille of democracy – the man who gave the battle 
cry was James Fintan Lalor.”  Little wonder then that 
when rebellion broke out in 1916, Lalor’s writings 
inspired Irish men and women, 67 years after his 
death. Lalor was a man who refused to compromise, 
was as critical of the Irish aristocracy as he was of 
the English.He demanded the type of justice that 
would free every Irish person from British slavery 
and which gave each person control of their land and 
resources. He refused to support his father Patt in 
the Repeal Movement because it compromised total 
independence. In his ‘The Sovereign People’ 
Padraig Pearse describes Fintan as “frail..but strong 
with spiritual strength, gifted with a mind which had 
the trenchant beauty of steel.” Pearce writes that 
Lalor’s gospel of Sovereign People “ is the shortest 
of the gospels (by the four Irish evangelists) “ but so 
precious it is, so pregnant with meaning in its every 
word that to express its sense one would have to 
quote it almost as it stands.”  And Pearse did, almost 
word for word. As the Irish of 1916 prepared to break 
out of their bondage, Pearse quoted the words of 
James Fintan to inspire his people.” Ireland for her 
own – Ireland for her own and all therein, from sod to 
sky. The soil of Ireland for the people of Ireland to 
have and to hold from God alone who gave it, to 
have and to hold to them and their heirs forever 
without suit or service, faith or fealty, rent or renten, 
to any power under heaven.”  One hundred years 
later, the Irish nation is celebrating that event along 
with many ex-patriots in Australia. Like the Eureka 
Stockade, the 1916 rebellion was short and bloody 
but in its aftermath, public support for a totally 
independent Ireland increased but not before the 
Irish War of Independence (1919-20), the Black and 
Tan era and the Irish Civil war (1922-23).James 
Fintan Lalor’s dream of a totally independent nation 
‘from sod to the sky’ was not a reality until 1949 
when Ireland severed all ties with the British 
Commonwealth.   

   

         

    

                                          

 

 

1916 
 
The most significant Irish rebellion since 1878 

was staged in Dublin on 24 April 1916 – Easter 
Monday. It was led by Patrick Pearse and the Irish 
Volunteers; a desperate move following Britain’s 
continued refusal to grant the Irish their 
independence. During the six day uprising, the 
Republicans sized key locations in the capital and 
proclaimed an Irish Republic. The rebellion was 
launched while the British army was heavily involved 
in World War I. Never-the-less the British arranged for 
huge reinforcements to be rushed into Ireland 
including a gunship. 

Most of the fighting was restricted to the capital 
although there were outbreaks in County Laois, 
Meath and Galway. During the uprising, Germany 
offered to send in arms but the shipment was 
intercepted by the British before it arrived. 

After the rebels surrendered, martial law was 
declared. Most of the rebel leaders were captured 
and executed by the British. During the rebellion, 500 
people were killed and more than two and half 
thousand wounded. Parts of Dublin were left in ruins. 

On Easter Sunday, 23 April in County Laois two 
groups of Irish Volunteers mobilized as part of the 
national uprising. A section of the railway between the 
county capital, Portlaoise and Abbeyleix as well as 
section of rail track near Athy were blown up. The aim 
was to prevent British troops reaching Dublin from 
Waterford and Rosslare. Near Abbeyleix, shots were 
fired at a railway employee who had gone to 
investigate a failed signal. He was not injured. But 
these shots are historically important because it is 
claimed that they were the first shots fired in the 
Easter Uprising. Those responsible for the Laois 
gunfire went into hiding and were protected on a farm 
at Lalor’s Mills near Portlaoise. The events in Laois 
are marked by a monument near the site of the train 
derailment at Colt Wood, near Abbeyleix.           
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AUSTRALIAN DEMOCRACY 
By Eric Howard 

President of Eureka’s Children 
 

Here is an edited copy of Eric Howard’s ‘Peter Tobin Oration’ address  
given at the Musuem of Australian Democracy, Eureka, Ballarat. 
We are publishing this article because to understand Eureka is to understand 
Democracy.  

   

 
Eureka's Children is primarily an association of 

the descendants of those involved in or associated 

with the Eureka Stockade event, its prelude and 

aftermath and who support its ideals of democratic 

principles. The association believes that the roots of 

Eureka and the stance by the diggers at the Stockade 

lie deep in the soils of many nations. Among the 

thousands of people who came to the Victorian 

goldfields were refugees from political oppression, 

from economic disaster and from famine. Many had 

experienced revolution.                                                                     

They had come to a new land with the hope for a 

better life and many with a ferment of ideas 

concerning social justice, the rights of man and the 

principles of democracy.                                                      

At Eureka and across the goldfields,  these hopes and 

ideals were severely challenged and diminished by an 

authoritarian and rigid class conscious government of 

the old European order that imposed excessive gold 

licence fees and licence hunts, ignored corruption and 

abuse by police, restricted political rights and access 

to land  and who were “determined to put down  

democratic agitation”.                                                        

It was at Eureka that the diggers built their Stockade 

not to launch an attack but to stand and defend, under 

the flag of the Southern Cross, their rights 

and liberties, to protest against oppression and 

corruption, to fight for freedom and to assert their 

democratic rights. Whilst the Eureka Stockade was a 

battle lost – it was a victory won; as it was the courage 

and vision of the diggers and their supporters that 

contributed to the installation of a more responsible 

and democratic government soon after this historical 

Eureka event. Furthermore, the association believes 

that the story and importance of Eureka is not just 

about a bloody battle at the Stockade where men 

were prepared to lay down their lives for their ‘rights 

and liberties’, but also it is about that series of well 

organized, non-violent democratic events by the 

diggers and their supporters preceding the 

Stockade that illustrate the power of the people in 

demanding their ‘inalienable rights’. These events 

which include: the Monster Meetings at Bakery Hill, a 

Charter - a Manifesto proclaiming their Demands and 

an Oath under the Flag of Southern Cross, are 

powerful and important iconic democratic symbols. 

They speak to us of the importance of a free society 

being prepared to react to oppressive authority while 

seeking fairness and equity, valuing human rights  

importance of a free society being prepared to react to oppressive 

and respecting human dignity. They wanted a 

government of the people for the people. Our 

democracy as a means of operating our society or 

running our government of ourselves is not set in 

stone. It has developed, it has changed, it has been 

modified as successive generations have made the 

protection of our rights and liberties a priority. This is 

not the case in too many societies around the world 

however. The events which took place here in 

Victoria and Ballarat at Eureka, 161 years ago, had a 

very powerful influence upon Australian society. 

Eureka played such a large part in embedding the 

“Fair Go”- that expectation that injustice will be 

swiftly redressed - in the Australian psyche. Its 

participants had come to Victoria from around the 

globe and its searing messages about rights to 

democratic representation were a call to all societies 

about dignity, justice and self-determination. After 

the failed revolutions and famines in Northern 

Europe in the 1840’s there was an influx of radicals 

and chartists to Australia, lured in particular to the 

goldfields. Both groups pursued a similar set of 

objectives: equal numbers of voters in electoral 

districts; payment of members of parliament and 

annual elections. A few years later at Eureka in 

Ballarat these objectives plus the right for universal 

male suffrage, were centre stage among others as 

significant changes were demanded – through the 

Ballarat Reform League Charter, Public Meetings, 

Petitions and Delegations to Governor Hotham and 

the actions of the community and the Diggers. We 

should consider how poorly democratic government 

was regarded by many in society at that time - and 

while Eureka changed that thinking dramatically, 

democracy remains a challenging concept to 

totalitarians everywhere today.  Back in 1854, 

Ballarat Goldfields Commissioner Rede regarded 

democracy as “no more than mob rule”. To him the 

mining licence was a mere cloak to cover a 

democratic revolution and he looked with contempt 

on digger agitation for justice and fair dealing. In 

contrast the 1855 Victorian Gold Fields Commission 

Report, which was implicitly critical of the authorities 

over Eureka, noted “As the principal Gold Fields 

assumed a more settled character and comprised 

many intelligent persons, more or less permanently 

resident, the habit of meeting in public and 

discussing the mining interests gave a strength and 

definiteness to complaint which it previously 

assumed.”                          



 

assumed. In large part the demands made by the 

Eureka Diggers –were subsequently (and quite 

quickly) achieved – in changes to the policies and form 

of government in Victoria. The new Miners Right gave 

male holders the franchise to vote. The ideas of the 

utilitarians – that if something was good for people it 

could be legislated for, that government was to have 

an active role in society and that equality could be 

legislated for, came from that time “to be part of 

Australia’s DNA”. The Goldfields Commission Report 

also provides insights into the injustices faced by the 

miners and the need for administrative and political 

reform. It noted specific factors in the months leading 

up to Eureka, that had built distrust and estrangement 

between authorities and people, including: 

“Gold yields had fallen off; Demands for crown 

land to be made available for purchase by the mining 

community – a recommendation made by a Legislative 

Council Select Committee a year earlier - had not 

been responded to; Harsh operation of the 

enforcement of laws for possession of a mining licence 

(unseemly violence often being necessary); the want 

of political and general status to the miner to aid 

redress; Aggravation from suspicion of corruption in 

the authorities.”   

The incompetent response of the Authorities on 

the Thursday 30
th
 November 1854 in conducting a 

particularly harsh licence hunt at a time of heightened 

emotions and dashed expectations following the 

deputation to Hotham a few days earlier, sparked the 

tragedy of December 3
rd

.The Diggers met at Bakery 

Hill that Thursday and resolved “to stand truly by each 

other and fight to defend our rights and liberty”. They 

had been placed in a position where they believed 

their only course of immediate action was to band 

together to defend themselves against overbearing 

authority and further vicious licence hunts. 
In 1851, a limited form of representative 

government was introduced in Victoria. It was a single 

chamber Legislative Council, two thirds elected (based 

on a male property based franchise) and one third 

appointed by the Governor.   

The dramatically different and more democratic 

two chamber parliament - with a Legislative Assembly 

elected by (effectively) universal male suffrage plus an 

elected Legislative Council - but with a restricted 

property franchise - came into effect in 1856. Ministers 

were from that point to be accountable to the 

Parliament. The secret ballot and the form of the 

voting paper introduced were international firsts. They 

spread across the world of elections as best practice. 

What a massive transition it was from “partly 

representative” government in 1854 to responsible 

government two years later. The Eureka events 

influenced public sentiment in 1855 and beyond and 

energized a swift and broadly supported move to that 

responsible government.  

 

                                                  

In the desire to achieve self government, public 

opinion was making itself felt in the months leading 

up to Eureka about a Ministry system which was 

“irresponsible” to the people's representatives. 

Following Eureka
1
, popular feeling in Melbourne and 

elsewhere was galvanized and directed against the 

policy of the Governor and his Executive with regard 

to the goldmining communities of the Colony. The 

Colonial Secretary, Mr. J. V. F. Foster, was openly 

blamed in public meetings for the continuance of the 

licensing system of the goldfields, and his dismissal 

from office was demanded. Public opinion was 

thoroughly aroused.  

While our electoral institutions have generally 

converged with international norms over the 20
th
 

century, 160 years ago the original radical ideas and 

their institutional expression in the Australian 

Colonies and States were groundbreaking. However, 

while Legislative Assemblies (lower houses) were 

where governments put into practice “radical 

Benthamite ideas” about reducing exclusion and 

achieving greater equality, the (upper house) 

Legislative Councils across the Australian Colonies 

(States) were regarded as bulwarks against potential 

excesses of “too much democracy”.                                  

A recurring theme evident in our State Parliamentary 

electoral systems since the 1850’s has been the 

progressive efforts made to gradually bring upper 

house arrangements towards more equitably 

(democratically) elected franchises. Interestingly, it 

took almost 100 years to be achieved – longer in 

Victoria than other States.                                                

The Victorian Legislative Council displayed a 

reluctance to reform itself and had a reputation for 

obstruction. It blocked a number of key politically and 

socially progressive Bills from the Assembly in the 

19
th
 century, for example for: abolition of plural 

voting, voting rights for women; improvement in 

working conditions through the Factories Acts; and 

workers' compensation and the legalisation of trade 

unions. Progressive change to electoral 

arrangements for the Legislative Council in the 

1980’s and particularly in 2003 by the Bracks 

Government have strengthened its democratic 

character.  
Proudly, the Australian Parliament Upper House 

(our Senate) has been a democratically elected 
house since Federation, a relatively rare situation at 
that time and indeed today - compared to many other 
democracies, including the UK and Canada. The 
Senate was the first upper house in the world to be 
popularly elected, unlike the State upper houses at 
that time. 

Australia is one of the world’s longest 

continuously operating and most stable 

democracies. The Australian way of life, the context 

for our democratic society, has been built around an 

open, free and essentially tolerant society which has 

worked towards functioning with reduced rancour.  
 



 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
               
 
 
                           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        

 

Democracy (in Australia and probably elsewhere) 

relies upon much more than elections, effective 

electoral administration,  elected members, 

parliaments, parliamentary debates and respect for the 

separation of powers (between the parliament, the 

executive government/ cabinet and the judiciary),  

A mature democratic society requires other 

preconditions – such as community respect for: the 

rule of law and property rights and intolerance of 

corruption; basic liberties including freedom of 

expression and opinion; freedom of religion; freedom of 

assembly; and for human rights additional to those 

implicit in the above. It also demands openness and 

transparency in the way that government interacts with 

the community, business, individuals and other 

organizations in their decision making processes. 

It relies not only on effective consumer protection, 

labour conditions, environmental protection 

mechanisms and  institutional arrangements to reduce 

anti-competitive behaviours,  but also upon 

conventions about accepted behaviours and social 

norms – the ways in which governments lead the 

public debate, how society operates and interacts with 

each other as individuals and as organizations; the 

encouragement of a diversity of cultures; plus 

transparent, citizen focused and high standard public 

administration; and by standing firm against those who 

might seek to impose their will through violence and 

intimidation.  

The move to recognize Indigenous Australians in 

our Constitution is long overdue. The changes 

envisaged in general terms at this stage are not merely 

symbolic. How rapidly can recognition be achieved?   

More generally, Australians have regularly 

demonstrated that we do not want a society 

characterized by inequality of opportunity. How do we 

strongly discourage ideological approaches in future 

which seek such an outcome?                  

Understanding the meaning and expression of the 

“greater good” or public interest that is peculiar to us as 

Australians is indispensable in guiding the building of 

solutions to many of our more complex challenges.     

The ‘greater good’ functions as a type of short hand; a 

reminder that beyond our individual pursuit of material 

self-interest, we possess substantial shared interests 

and face a common future. The very act of talking 

about the “greater good” provides the occasion to think 

anew about the possibility of collective purpose.                  

To take one example, how does the unusual 

concentration of mass media in Australia impact on 

community views, for example, on climate change? 
Elected members at national, provincial and local 

levels all carry a major responsibility to protect the 

broader community’s best interests. However, they are 

inherently vulnerable to excessive lobbying by big 

business, gambling interests, unions, think tanks and 

many others, with a likely reduction in transparent 
 

 

 

outcomes being the result. The activity creates major 

potential for conflicts of interest. 

Do what ever you can to improve our 

democratic society? 

Father Frank Brennan, SJ, AO relates the comments 

of Hal Wootten, foundation Dean of Law at the 

University of New South Wales. Wootten spoke of 

the “little nudger” view of history in which all of us 

who wish to contribute, to make a difference, can 

nudge things along in the right direction within our 

profession, our discipline, in our relationships in our 
world. If each of us keep nudging, every now and 

again there will be “people in high places who have 

the wisdom, the vision and the courage to seize the 

opportunity and bring the work of the little nudgers to 

fruition in a form that will command authority and 

survive”. 

Accessible materials need to be developed 

which convey the depth of our conventions and 

culture and how they in turn provide support for a 

more transparent, open and fair society. Innovative 

and interesting means to bring this material to the 

notice of the community especially adolescents and 

young adults, and to stimulate their interest, need to 

be devised. 

I ask each of you to consider those challenges 

and to identify actions you will take to be “little 

nudgers”, to make a difference.   

Professor John Molony reminds us that “The men 
and women who had been at Eureka knew that in 
this new land, the right to stand up against tyranny, 
to be treated with respect befitting a human person 
and to hope in, and work for, a better future, is 
inalienable. They knew that those things had been 
fought and died for at Eureka. They had stood up for 
a freer, more democratic society and we are all the 
beneficiaries”.  – Eric Howard 

 

  
Annual Ó Leathlobhair Clan Rally 

22nd/23rd/24
th

 July 2016 
Programme of Events 

 
Fri.  22nd July: Welcome to Abbeyleix Manor 
Hotel. 
8.00 pm:  A.G.M. in the Abbeyleix Manor Hotel 
followed by refreshments, a comedy Sketch by two 
committee members and Accordion Music with Joe 
Coogan 
Sat 23rd July:  Depart for the Abbeyleix Garden of 
Remembrance; Colt Cross; Clonbar and 
Portlaoise where the statue of the famous James 
Fintan Lalor stands in a Remembrance Garden 
there. After a light lunch the group will proceed to 
the Rock of Dunamaise                                     
8.30pm: Clan banquet at the Abbeyleix Manor 
Hotel.Music by Noel Glynn and election of 
Chieftain.                                                                
Sun. 24

th
 July 11.30am: Ecumenical Service in 

St. Michael and All Angels,Church of Ireland, 
Abbeyleix.                                                    
1.00pm: Farewell Lunch in the Abbeyleix Manor.  

. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


