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From Laois, Ballarat & beyond 

EDITION 16 WINTER 2017 

RESTORATION OF OLD TENAKILL 

 

Kevin Lalor Fitzpatrick has confirmed that 
plans are underway for the restoration of the 
old Lalor home, Tenakill, in County Laois. 
Kevin’s family members are the owners of 
the Tenakill Estate on which the home 
stands. There has been concern about the 
serious deterioration of the building over 
recent decades. 
“We have a dedicated committee set up who 
are all serious in working towards the project 
to preserve and restore Tenakill. It was 
National Heritage Week (in Ireland) recently 
and we received a grant of 8600 euros from 
the Laois Country Council which we have to 
match ourselves,” said Kevin. 
The committee includes Kevin and his wife 
Mary and well known clan member Tom 

Lawlor who visited Australian some years 
ago for the Eureka celebrations. 
“We intend to use the grant to preserve the 
lintels of the windows and preserve the 
tops of the wall against the weather. We 
are hopeful that this will be the start of a 
wonderful project in memory of the 
wonderful historic men who once lived 
there,” continued Kevin. 
To launch the project an open day was 
held in late August at the home. Special 
guests included the CEO of the County 
Council, the Heritage Officer from the 
County Council, the National Chairman of 
the Heritage Council, Michael Parsons, 
who has championed the restoration and 
members of the Irish Parliament.(continued over) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             
 
 
                    
                                                                              
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                     
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

THE RESTORATION OF 

OLD TENAKILL 

 

.     
Kevin said that until a survey by the 
architect was completed they would not 
know the overall cost. 
News of the restoration has been 
universally welcomed as the Tenakill home 
was reaching the stage where it might 
become irreparable. A decade ago heritage 
authorities offered to restore the building on 
condition that they had rights to use the 
building for public display. At the time, the 
owners decided against the offer because it 
would greatly impinge of their privacy as 
their home was in close proximity to the old 
house. 
It was here at Tenakill where Honest Patt 
and Anne Lalor brought up their large family 
including Peter, James Fintan and Richard. 
On either side of the front door of the old 
house are historical plates. One was 
presented to the Lalors by Australian 
Federal Minister, Al Grassby, the other by 
the Irish Government. 
Despite its present condition, Tenakill  
remains one of the major landmarks in 
County Laois. The first Australian Lalor to 
visit the estate was Christine Lalor 
Gillespie. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Patrick Lalor, a tenant farmer signed a 
lease on land at Tynakill in 1767. He built 
his home Tenakill on this land. Over time he 
extended his lease holdings to 300 acres. 
When Patrick died the estate was left to his 
eldest son James, however eight years later 
James decided to sell the property to his 
brother Patt who over time extended the 
estate to over 1100 acres. 
The farm and home was passed to Richard 
Lalor following the death of Patt  when 
Richard returned to Ireland after a short 
stay in Australia with Peter. After Richard’s 
death the property was passed to his eldest 
daughter, Nannie Lalor Fitzpatrick. 
The estate has remained with Richard’s 
family line. Kevin is a direct descendant of 
Richard. 
 

GRAVE 
DISCUSSIONS 

 
Talks continue on two issues centred around 
the Lalor Grave at the Melbourne General 
Cemetery. 
Historian and manager of Southern 
Metropolitian Cemetries, Dr Celestina 
Sagazio, will probably apply for a grant to 
restore the Lalor Grave through Heritage 
Victoria. It is too early to give any guarantees, 
however, Celestina believes that this is the 
best way forward. One unofficial quote for 
restoration is believed to be about $20,000.  
At the same time discussions continue about 
additional lettering on the monument. 
Because it has a listing under Heritage 
Victoria, we are limited by the number of 
stonemasons who  are qualified to do the 
work. Two companies recommended by 
Heritage Victoria and Dr Sagazio have not 
shown a lot of  interest in the project. One 
claims ‘it is a small job’.Therefore we are now 
moving towards a plaque which needs a sign 
off from both Dr Sagazio and Heritage 
Victoria. It would be a stand alone plague – 
not attached to the grave. Its advantages are 
costs, ease of application and less red tape. 
At the moment we are seeking advice from a 
stone scientist Dr Young. If these discussions 
fail we will settle for the plague.  
Leader of ‘Lalors Australia’ Peter Lalor Philp 
said that Dr Sagazio’s assistance has been 
invaluable and she is prepared to join any 
discussions with Heritage Victoria at the 
cemetery so that  the project can be finalized.  
The additional names for the site are Eileen 
Mary ‘Iee’ Lalor and Nano Bernadette Lalor 
Philp, the last two people to be buried in the 
monument. 
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Old Tenakill might seem a long way from our 
thoughts. Even the Melbourne General Cemetery 
is a little distant in our busy lives. Buildings and 
graves are but mortar and stone. But are they? I 
will never forget the moment that Nain and I first 
caught sight of the old Irish home. We had been 
invited to lunch by the late Richard and Millie 
Lalor Fitzpatrick. Though in semi-ruins it was an 
inspiring sight. As Kevin Lalor Fitzpatrick 
reminded us during a later visit, “We are standing 
on the very spot where your great great grand-
father, Peter Lalor, said the final goodbyes to his 
family, before walking down this path on his way 
to Australia, never to return.” 
The Lalor Grave in Melbourne too looks tired and 
neglected. Why worry. Our Lalor Christian faith 
tells us that human bodies interned have gone 
and the souls have returned to their creator. 
I believe that to help us remember, monuments 
are important. They are about people, important 
people, our loved ones who did courageous 
things, not for self or wealth, but for their 
neighbours. How prophetic – a leaf out of the 
Gospels. For a long time, Lalors and others have 
been critical about the state of Tenakill and 
rightly so. Blame should not be levelled on 
individuals. Costs and other inconveniences must 
be taken into account. However now a wider 
group of people has taken responsibility and a 
working committee has not only be formed but is 
moving to get things done. Let us all congratulate 
that group and the progress it has made so far. 
So much of the spirit of one of County Laois’ and 
Ireland’s most respected families abounds in the 
old homestead. Within these walls and during 
difficult and oppressive days, remarkable faith 
and standards were created and for most, never 
lost. As a foot note. During the school holidays, I 
suggested to my grandson, Noah, that we have a 
day out together. ‘’What would you like to do?”. 
He accepted the invitation at once saying that he 
would like to visit some of the Lalor landmarks 
around Melbourne. We went to Joseph’s Lalor’s 
home in Richmond, St Ignatius Church where the 
Lalors worshipped and to Peter and Aliciia Lalor’s 
home in East Melbourne. He had recognized the 
value of these places of mortar and stone. 

- Let’s move forward with pride. Peter L.P   
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LALOR CHIEFTAINS FOUR 

At the O’Leathlobhair Rally our camera 
captured four Lalor Chieftains from the 
same Lalor family. Left to right: Maeve, 
Eamon, Fergal and Áine. 

 

MILLIE LALOR        
FITZPATRICK 

 
‘Lalors Australia’ expresses its sympathy 

to Kevin and Mary Lalor Fitzpatrick on the 
passing of Kevin’s mother, Millie on the 
23rd of July last year. Unfortunately, the 
news of Millie’s death was not received 
until after the release of the summer edition 
of the O’Leathlobhair Line. Millie was the 
wife of Richard Lalor Fitzpatrick and was 
known to a number of Australian Lalors. 
Some of us have wonderful memories of 
meeting and dining with Millie and Richard 
at Tenakill. We will always remember Millie 
as a quiet and very hospitable person. May 
she now enjoy Heavenly peace with 
Richard and all her loved ones and may 
her spirit of joy and peace remain with us 
all. 
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 THE MEETING OF FRIENDS OLD AND NEW – THE 

O’LEATHLOHAIR CLAN MEETING 

The Annual Gathering of the O'Leathlobhair 
Clan took place in Abbeyleix, County Laois 
over the week-end of July 21st, 22nd & 23rd, 
2017. 
Events got underway on Friday evening in the 
Abbeyleix Manor Hotel with the AGM. 
Chairperson Kevin Lalor-Fitzpatrick welcomed 
all the members particularly those attending 
their first Clan Rally. The various reports 
followed from Secretary Annie Lalor, Assist. 
Secretary Mary Mahony, Computer Secretary 
Mary Carmody, Social Media, Web and 
Facebook Operator Stuart Lawlor,    
Chairperson & P.R.O Kevin Lalor-Fitzpatrick, 
Treasurer Paddy Lalor and representatives to 
the Clans of Ireland Aine Ni Cathassaigh and 
Clan Chieftain Maeve Lalor. 
Election of Officers for 2017-2018: 
Chairperson/P.R.O: Kevin Lalor-Fitzpatrick 
Vice Chairperson: Tom Lawlor, Minute 
Secretary: Annie Lalor, Correspondence 
Secretary: Mary Mahony, Computer Secretary: 
Mary Carmody, Web & Facebook Operator: 
Stuart Lawlor,Treasurer: Paddy Lalor 
Assistant Treasurer: Eamon Lalor             
Clans of Ireland Delegates: Aine Ni 
Cathassaigh, Maeve Lalor, Margot Coogan 
and the New Clan Chieftain Fergal Lalor. 
Committee: P.J. Lalor, Bridget Lawlor, Michael 
Lalor and Margot Coogan. 
Honourary Life Members                                       
Annie Lalor,Camross 
Paddy Lalor, Ballycarroll, Tom Lawlor, 
Abbeyleix, Mary Lalor,The Heath, David 
Lawlor, Killeigh, Ursula Lawlor, Killeigh, 
Michael Lalor, Camross,  Josie Dunne,   
Abbeyleix and Kevin Lalor-Fitzpatrick, Raheen.   
Votes of sympathy were extended to all Clan 
families who lost loved ones during the year.   
Nominations closed for those contesting the 
position of Clan Chieftain. Other business 
included an update on the James Fintan Lalor 
Autumn School to be held in November  A 
committee has been set up for the 
preservation/restoration of Tenakill House, 
ancestral  home of Honest Patt Lalor M.P. and 
his sons and daughters. Following the AGM. 
and refreshments, entertainment was provided 
by the Portlaoise Active Retirement Group with 
a comedy sketch 

 ‘The Operation’ written by Paddy Lalor 
who also performed it along with  Andy 
McQuillen, Pat Nealon and  Finian 
Finlay.This was followed  with music on 
accordion and song by Joe Coogan - a 
great opening night. 
Saturday morning members commenced 
their historical tour arranged by Clan 
Chieftan Maeve Lalor taking in scenic parts 
of Carlow. Maeve led the clan in song with 
‘Follow Me Up to Carlow’ and ‘Lovely 
Laois’. The first stop was to Pat and 
Margart Lalor's Ballykealey farm near 
Ballon, parents of Maeve, where the group 
was greeted with Pat playing the uileann 
pipes and Maeve's nephews and nieces 
and  family members proudly holding up a 
‘cead mile failte’ banner, applauding as 
Maeve led the way dressed in the clan robe 
and staff. Two of Maeve's nephews were 
delighted to be able to  introduce 
themselves on the day as James Fintan 
Lalor and Fintan Lalor, the latter being the 
proud owner of a Fergueson 20 grey 
vintage tractor presented to him by Pat 
Lalor of Ballykealy farm. The next stop on 
tour was to Adelaide Memorial Church  in 
Myshall with guide Bridget who outlined all 
the local history. The tour continued to 
Graiguemanagh and Duiske Abbey where 
the history was given by Diarmuid 
O'Cathassaigh. Then to St. Mullins where 
the residents were preparing for Pattern 
Day being held the following day and the 
history of the locality was given by Bridget.     
Saturday night saw the members gather for 
the Clan Banquet as well as dancing to the 
music of Solitaire. On view were the many 
scrap books showing photos and details of 
past events. This history is   maintained by 
Mary Mahony. Then the highlight – the 
announcement of the new Clan Chieftan -  
Fergal Lalor, a native of Carlow now living 
in Suncroft, County. Kildare. Present with 
Fergal was his wife and family. Clan Piper 
Pat Lalor led Fergal into the banquet hall 
followed by outgoing Chieftain Maeve Lalor 
who was paid glowing tributes for her work 
and commitment to the O'Leathlobahair 
Clan over the past year.                                          
(continued page 5)   



 
 
 
 

 
           
                      

 

 

 

 

 

MEET THE NEW 
CHIEFTAIN – FERGAL 

 
 
Chieftain’s Australian Message 
It is a great honour to write to you as 
Chieftain for 2017/18. I hope that some of  
you will join us next year for our annual 
gathering in July 2018 
I was honoured to become Chieftain of the 
O’Leathlobhair Clan at the recent Annual 
gather in July 2017. 
A little about myself. I am married to Susan 
Mooney and we live with our three children in 
the Curragh, County Kildare. I am a 
Chartered Civil Engineer by profession.  
I am the only son of Fintan and Brigid Lalor 
(Nee Meaney) and have two sisters Sinead 
and Aisling. We grew up in Myshall, County, 
Carlow. I am the first cousin of Maeve Lalor 
the outgoing Chieftain. My aunt Aine Lalor 
O’Cathassaigh and uncle Eamon Lalor are 
also past Chieftains. 
My family and I returned two years ago from 
living in Canada for almost five years, in fact 
our youngest daughter is Canadian. 
I had the great pleasure of visiting Australia in 
1996, which now seems a long time ago, but 
thoroughly enjoyed the visit. My sister Sinead 
and I really enjoyed visiting Sydney, 
Canberra, Cairns, Perth and Melbourne. 
I had the recent honour of attending the 
launch of the conservation and restoration of 
the Lalor homestead at Tenakill. I was 
pleased to learn of the stories of Peter Lalor 
and his connection with Australia. I also saw 
the plaque by the Australian Government in 
1974 honouring Peter Lalor. 
I hope to represent you all well as Chieftain 
and hope to have the opportunity to meet 
some of you at some point in the coming 
years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE MEETING OF FRIENDS OLD AND 
NEW – THE O’LEATHLOBHAIR CLAN 

MEETING (continued) 

 
The outgoing Chieftain, Maeve Lalor, then 
responded. Fergal, in his address,said that it 
was a proud moment for himself, his wife and 
three children to be bestowed this honour. His 
first job was to officially present Maeve with her 
Clan certificate as outgoing Chieftain.             
Sunday 23 July brought to a close another 

 
super week-end for the O'Leathlobhair Clan 
members with an ecumenical service conducted 
by Fr. Eddie Lalor with organist Laura Kelly. 
Readings were by Clan Chieftain Fergal Lalor, 
Prayers of the Faithful were read by Maeve 
Lalor, Declan Carroll, Aine Ni Cathassaigh, 
Eamon Lalor, Tom Lawlor & Kevin Lalor-
Fitzpatrick. Members concluded the afternoon 
with a farewell lunch. 

Chieftain’s letter to ‘Lalors Australia’ 



 
 

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

JUDITH LALOR WHITE 
1917-2017 

 

By 
Sue Lalor White-

Wilson 

My mother Judith Lalor was born 100 years 
ago. She was another remarkable Lalor woman. 
Not for any well known public achievements, but 
for the way she lived her life. The loss of her 
mother Nano when she was just four, then the 
death of her father Dr. Peter Lalor when she was 
11, must have been devastating.  If not for an 
equally remarkable woman Eileen (Iee) Lalor 
who married her father the year after her 
mother’s death, who knows what sort of life she 
would have had. Eileen also suffered her own 
loss, her baby daughter died at just 6 months of 
age. Within seven years, Judith had lost her 
mother,father and baby sister. This must have 
been over whelming for a young child. Luckily 
she did have her two older sisters Nano and 
Moya and a younger brother Peter and her 
loving and dedicated aunt/stepmother Eileen. 
This was now her family. Eileen loved and 
brought up those children as her own. Any 
money that was available Eileen spent on these 
children, especially their education. Mum and 
her siblings could not have been in better hands. 
The four children loved their mother in return. 
Mum was educated at Vaucluse in Richmond 
and Loreto Abbey in Ballarat where she was a 
border. She seemed to enjoy school for the most 
part, but dreaded the winter in Ballarat when in 
an unheated school she developed severe 
chilblains. She had a close friend at Loreto 
Abbey, Shelia White. Shelia was one of nine 
children. The White family were graziers and 
had a property in Hamilton. She had an older 
brother named John. Shelia thought her friend 
and brother would make an excellent couple. 
Mum was invited to the White family property for 
a weekend and to officially meet the family and 
John, and the rest is history. During the war 
Mum worked as a stenographer for the 
Department of Defence. There were many times 
when she had not heard from my father for  

months even though he wrote letters weekly. 
Most letters did not reach Australia, they were 
lost when ships went down. It was a very 
stressful time for her as she had no way of 
knowing if he was alive.  They married in 
1942. Mum was 25.  I was born at the end of 
the war in 1945. Pip in ’47 and Jacqui in 1950. 
Mum was a very proud Lalor. From an early 
age we all knew of our forebear Peter Lalor or 
‘Eureka Pete’ as my dad irreverently called 
him. She was an avid reader. Mum also loved 
music. She always had a record playing. 
Mario Lanza, and sound tracks from musicals  
were some of her favourites. I remember she 
went to many concerts. She saw the crooner 
Johnny Ray (a super star in his time). She 
listened to Bing Crosby, Dean Martin, Frank 
Sinatra and Perry Como. She had a very dear 
friend Edna Duane who took her to lunch, 
movies, concerts and plays. Mum did not 
drive so Edna would pick her up and off they 
went for the day. She worked for years so she 
could send us to a private girls’ school just as 
her mother had done for her. Her life revolved 
around her family. We were the most 
important part of her life. Mum would do 
anything for us. When her grandchildren were 
born she extended that love and support to 
them. They loved their nana. She was a very 
special woman always thinking of others. She 
sent birthday cards to all her nephews and 
nieces for years, partly because both her 
sisters had died young, Nano at 44 and Moya 
at 50, to keep the connection with her family.                     

(continued next page) 

 



 
 
 

 

ANOTHER   

JAMES 

FINTAN 

LALOR 

SCHOOL 

This year’s theme for the James Fintan 
Autumn School is: ‘Creating Ireland: Conflict, 
Co-operation, Continuity. It will be held on 18 
November at the Midlands Park Hotel, 
Portaoise. For the first time the school is being 
organized and managed by the Laois Heritage 
Society and instead of being conducted over a 
weekend it will be staged on one day. 
The school draws together some of Ireland’s 
leading historians, broadcasters and writers in 
honour of Irish patriot, James Fintan Lalor. The 
day allows for earnest discussion and debate 
on a wide variety of topics that are currently 
impacting on Ireland, including Brexit, Britain’s 
departure from the European Economic 
Community. 
Leader of ‘Lalors Australia’ Peter Lalor Philp 
has emphasized the importance of this event to 
the cultural discussion and to the Lalor Clan, 
both in Ireland and Australia. 

 
 

 

JUDITH LALOR WHITE 
In a lot of ways she had a sad life, so much 
loss. Both parents and three sisters at such a 
young age. She never complained. Never 
thought her life was tough. Even though 
money was tight, she did all the things a 
caring mother did, we always had delicious 
meals. She enjoyed cooking and we enjoyed 
the new recipes too. But my father, the 
country boy, who liked meat and three veg 
said “that was very nice dear, but I don’t want 
it again.” Poor mum; she loved us and we 
were the most important part of her life. We 
were so lucky to have had her in our lives for 
so long. It appears the Lalors were not long 
livers, so reaching 81 was quite an 
achievement. Unfortunately the final 10 years 
of her life she had dementia. She met her first 
great-grand daughter Jessee, but did not 
understand that she was a great-grand 
mother. A sad end to a life lived for others - 
her family. She now has many decedents. We 
were lucky to have a mother, grandmother 
and great-grand mother who was so 
influential in creating a family that still remains 
very close. Thank you mum for making us the 

family we are today.-  Sue Lalor White 

FROM   
THE 

RETIRING 
CHEIFTAIN 
- Maeve Lalor 

I can’t believe that my year has ended. It seemed 
to go in a flash! It was great to learn more about 
the Lalors and to learn about the part they played 
in Irish and  Australian history. 
The major event organized during the year was a 
get together at Christmas time. About 50 clan 
members and freinds attended the function which 
included food, music, dancing and story-telling. 
The Christmas party is a recent development on 
the clan calendar and I am delighted to report that 
numbers increase each year. Sadly during the 
year the clan lost some members including Paddy 
Lalor from Abbeyleix, the clan’s first Chieftain. The 
highlight of my year was the 2017 Clan rally. 

During the Saturday tour, we visited my home in 
County Carlow. First stop was my father’s farm, 
where we met my younger members of the clan 
(James Fintan and Fintan)  My father piped the 
group to the farm where my mother had tea and 
fresh scorns ready for everybody. During 2017, I 
also attended a number of functions including 
Clans of Ireland representing the O’Leathlobhair 
Clan. I can’t believe that  the year has come to an 
end and it is time to pass on the Cloak and Staff 
to a new Chieftain. 
 
Kind regards, 
Maeve 


