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“We are most grateful ...”

Kirkwall’s St. Magnus congregation have gifted part of a recent

legacy towards the St. Magnus Education project, which we

outlined in the August issue of this newsletter. It is a very

ambitious project including the creation of a college (St. Magnus

Technical College) in the Chimvu area and accompanying St.

Magnus Bursary Scheme. There are hopes to create a much

needed secondary school as well (secondary education in Malawi

is fee-paying and inaccessible to most pupils).

With initial start-up funding from supporters in Stromness, the

£10,000 gift from St. Magnus is a considerable and very welcome

boost, which will help to move the project on significantly.

Education is seen in Malawi as a crucial way to break the cycle of

poverty and our partners see this project as a major priority within

that. The total for completion of the whole plan is over £80,000

but if groups or congregations would like to support and fundraise

for something other than boreholes, Church buildings and maize

mills, this is an ideal opportunity and could be particularly relevant

for schools who wish to support the work. More detailed

breakdowns of particular costs can also be provided.

Since late October the Presbytery Treasurer has transferred the magnificent and humbling total of over £40,000 to

support the projects in Malawi.

This sum has comprised £10,000 from St. Magnus congregation (see above) and further generous donations from

the congregations of Evie & Rendall, Firth, St. Magnus, Papay and Westray. £3,600 was from the Christmas Gift

appeal (see over),  £16,000 was received in four separate  borehole donations (see over) and there was £350 of

other personal donations, including some raised by June Freeth towards another borehole. On top of that, just over

£8,000 was received in tax reclamation (Gift Aid), which has become an increasingly important way of boosting

donations. We remain hugely grateful to Ian Cooper (Presbytery Treasurer) for so willingly dealing with all of this.

Malawian Partnership Convener, Kelvin Matola summed things up at the end of the year by addressing all the

supporters in Orkney saying, “Without your assistance, prayers and guidance, we should not have managed to

achieve the high levels of development experienced since the inception of our Partnership.”

a wide range of projects and areas including the Women’s

Department, self-help business projects, Church building repairs and re-builds, feeding orphaned children, youth

work, purchase of sewing machines, bicycles, motor cycles, IT equipment, book grants, manse repairs, pig rearing,

borehole construction and in the last two years providing assistance in income generation activities (maizemills).

Congregations and individuals have also now come in to assist us in providing student bursaries, setup of a

Community Technical College and rehabilitation of a school.

“We are most grateful to these congregations, individuals and everyone else that has come forward

to assist in our projects all these years … It is always our Presbytery's prayer that our Partnership shall continue to

the mutual benefit of both Presbyteries.”

Kelvin went on to describe the 13 years of  work as “

Kelvin added,

We were sorry to learn that a visit to Malawi by

Moderator of the General Assembly, Jim Wallace,

had to be cancelled due to covid travel restrictions.

Having already been previously postponed it’s very

unlikely that it can be rescheduled into the

Moderator’s timetable. Jim, himself a member at

St. Magnus, (the one in Kirkwall, not Chimvu!) was

due to travel with

cathedral minister, Fraser

Macnaughton and a visit to

see some of the projects in

the Thyolo area was high on

their agenda. Jim was also

planning to re-sign the

Covenant of Partnership

between our two

Presbyteries. We are now

looking at other ways in

which the signing can be

completed.
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Sally Bartkowiak, June Freeth, Iain MacDonald (Convener) Catriona Matheson, Liz McVicar, Elma Moar and James Watson as well as the
Moderator, Clerk and Business Convener. For more details about the World Mission Committee or how to donate to any project please
speak to any of the above or contact Iain : imacdonald@churchofscotland.org.uk / 01857-677357.

Isaac Vitto (above) is a student

training for ministry in Thyolo

Presbytery. Thanks to the

generosity of folk in Stromness

he is now having tuition and

accomodation fees met for his

university studies as well as help

towards the cost of vestments

and other items. It is hoped that

Isaac will graduate in 2024 and

he has been given  the chance

to carry out his practical training

in all eleven parishes of Thyolo

Highlands Presbytery. Isaac’s

considered to be student of

great potential and ability.

CHRISTMAS

The 2021 Christmas Gift Card

appeal raised £3,613 before the

addition of several hundred

pounds in Gift Aid. These funds

will be used to help with several

projects including

s always, huge

thanks are due to all who

supported this effort and

co

construction

of a third maize mill house at

Nansato or Makande, Church

rebuilding work at Zoa and

Makanira and urgent repairs to

the school block at Chimvu and

Bindula Manse. A

ntributed to its success,

including everyone who

promoted it around the

congregations.

We’re delighted to report on another five borehole installations at Namitanga, Masangwani, Matapwata

Namabango and Mikombe, all five being sponsored by private donors in Stromness and Westray. The total

number of boreholes installed through the Partnership is now getting close to thirty and each one is having a

transformative impact on the lives of whole communities.  Commenting on the

latest dedication and handover ceremonies,

Kelvin Matola, Partnership Convener, said

Village Heads expressed “

As an added bonus, the borehole at Matapwata will greatly assist in the plastering

and flooring work of the new Church being built there to replace the one destroyed by a storm several years

ago. The new building is now standing and roofed, with plastering of walls and flooring works in progress.

heartfelt gratitude

for the great efforts being made to provide

clean and portable water to the villagers

around the Churches” “assured

the Presbytery and the donors that they will

secure and safeguard the boreholes to

ensure they draw water for a long time.”

. They also
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Substantial damage, as a result of

flooding and high winds has been

caused to some Church buildings,

particularly Namisinje and Zoa.

The Namisinje building had its

entire roof blown off and was so

badly damaged that the

remainder will have to be

knocked down. A new build

Church will cost something in the

region of £20,000.

STORM
damage


