
Class Two’s poem for Grace  
 
At North Walls Community School  
There’s somebody really quite cool  
Her name is Grace  
We think she’s ace  
And she’s certainly nobody’s fool  
 
Grace is amazing and great  
It’s as though she’s our best mate  
She’s simply the best  
And can pass every test  
She’s quick at things - she’s never 
late  
 
No job is too big or too small 
Our Grace can tackle them all 
In her hand with a spanner  
And her fine cheery manner 
She looks after the school and the 
hall 
 
We’re sorry to see Grace “go”  
Our mood might turn quite low  
She’ll be a big miss  
So we want to wish  
To Grace a BIG    
 

After 25 years of working at North 
Walls School, Grace Robertson said 
her farewells. 

Moira Groat said “We are all sorry to 
say goodbye to Grace who left the 
s c h o o l  ( y e s t e r d a y  3 0 t h  
March) after 25 years working there, 
the last 5 years as full time  
janitor. She is leaving to continue to 
dedicate her time to being a  
full time farmer, with her husband 
Ian, at Peedie Wards.” 

Class Two wrote the following poem: 

 

John Brown, Stromness, Rob Crich-
ton, Stenness, Maurice Davidson, 
Stromness, Delia Hall, Lyness, Ar-
thur Robertson, Stromness, James 
Stockan, Stromness and Terry 
Thomson, Hoy.  

Despite being hounded by The Or-
cadian and Radio Orkney, the candi-
dates found time to address two 

questions put to them by THE BLE-

THER. See what they have to say on 
Pages 2-4. Make your vote count! 
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AMAZING GRACE WAVES GOODBYE TO THE SCHOOL 

This year 
sees an 
imminent 
change in 

Orkney Islands Council, with local 
elections for councillors taking place 
on the 3rd May. The recently pub-
lished list of candidates showed that 
46 people have put themselves for-
ward to contest the 21 seats.   

For the Stromness and South Isles 
Ward, seven people are standing: 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the second 
issue of THE BLETHER. 

This edition is a local election 
special and your chance to 
meet the candidates and see 
what they have to say. 

There are updates on the 
Island of Hoy Development 
Trust projects, a goodbye to 
Grace, pictures from the 
school’s show and a chance to 
find out about our Parish cup 
football team. 

Dates for diaries is packed 
with things to do and see but 
do check dates and times 
nearer to the event as some 
things can change. 

Thank you to all of the 
contributors to the sec-
ond issue. 

Contact details for further 
information or for contribu-
tions can be found on the 
back page. 
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Thank you for this opportunity to let 
the people of Hoy and Walls know who 
I am and what I believe in. 
 
I am Orcadian born, and educated at 
Stromness Academy, Edinburgh Uni-
versity and Oxford University. 
 
I am a hard-working positive individ-

ual dedicated to serving the community. Experienced in 
local government, I spent nine years each on the Ork-
ney Islands Council and the Stromness Community 
Council. I am driven by a sincere belief in making our 
communities better. I put practical "commonsense" 
first in decision making. I will represent all areas 
equally. Representing the South Isles is all about com-
munication. If elected I would attend Community 
Council and local meetings with public surgeries associ-
ated with those meetings. Individuals are always wel-
come to contact me with their problems. 
 
I believe the main challenges facing the South Isles in 
the immediate future are medical provision, care for the 
elderly, transport and jobs. 
Medical provision and local care for the elderly is a con-
tinuing challenge. Primary care needs professional 
practitioners on the island backed up by a reliable am-
bulance service. Emergencies don't follow working 
hours! Securing the best possible results needs local 
representation to the NHS Orkney Board. I would try to 
do that. 
 
Transport is a constant problem and lengthening ves-
sels can only be a temporary solution. Frequency and 
timetabling is important for both, community access, 
year round, and tourism in the summer. Get this right 
and people will come to the islands, and stay, creating 
jobs. 
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Scottish Local 

Government 
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Question 2. 

What do you consider 
to be the biggest chal-
lenge for the commu-
nity of Hoy and South 
Walls and how do you 
propose to meet this 
challenge? 

THE BLETHER contacted 

the seven candidates stand-
ing for the Stromness and 
South Isles ward in the local 
government elections and 
asked them to answer two 
questions in a maximum of 
250 words.  

 

Below (in alphabetic order) 
are their answers—the con-
tent of which is unedited, 
although fonts and layout 
may have been changed to 
accommodate the design of 
the newsletter. 

For the past five years I have repre-
sented the West Mainland ward and 
whilst doing so found that constitu-
ents appreciate a quick response 
when contacting their councillor - 
even if the result is negative. Stand-
ing in a ward which includes islands 
will be different particularly as it 
will not be so easy to meet constitu-
ents face-to-face. Residents of Hoy 

and South Walls (and Graemsay and Flotta) can, how-
ever, expect me to be no less approachable and I will 
endeavour to visit the island communities whenever 
required. Utilising the communication channels of-
fered by Community Council’s, Development Commit-
tees, local trusts and other bodies will also be a vital 
help in keeping up with island issues.  
 
In the coming years there are several challenges for 
Hoy and South Walls. The integration of the marine 
renewable industry into the community will be an on-
going challenge and the opportunities for jobs and 
inward investment need to be carefully managed to 
ensure that the community doesn’t change for the 
worse. Financial austerity will continue to put pres-
sure on the services the Council provides which may 
be accentuated in the islands. The proposed 
‘lengthening’ of the Hoy Head will provide extra ca-
pacity on the ferry routes although the funding of the 
‘Hoy Hopper’ service remains an issue whilst health 
and education provision remain high on the agenda.  
 
If elected I will work to meet these challenges and to 
ensure that the communities of Hoy and South Walls 
continue to get the opportunity to prosper and flour-
ish. 

ROB CRICHTON 

Question 1.  

As a councillor repre-
senting Stromness 
and the South Isles, 
how would you best 
serve the community 
of Hoy and South 
Walls? 

CANDIDATES FOR COUNCIL HAVE THEIR SAY ! 

JOHN BROWN 
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MAURICE DAVIDSON 

DELIA HALL 

Q1.  Do my best to be accessible.  
My father Douglas 1918 South 
Walls to 1968 St. Johns, coupled 
with Arthur Burnett (maternal 
Grandfather) coming to Melsetter 
as factor and my mother Jean’s 
influence 1918-2004 St Johns 
have all combined to give me an 
abiding Love for your island.  As a 

teenager I camped and walked often in Rackwick and 
on the cliffs and more recently our boat kept finding 
its way to Longhope and I have been at a YM Christ-
mas Dance. 
 
Regular visits and being genuinely concerned for dif-
ficulties of constituents. 
 
Relating to and responding to strategic concerns 
faced by the island as they exist and develop. 
 
Q2. Transport by sea and bus.  
On losing the Hoy Hopper you seem to be addressing 
the bus issue. 
 
Fighting to retain North Walls school, as unlike Bur-
ray, children would have to leave the island to attend 
school, which would erode their wish to return and 
maintain population at viable levels.  
 
 
 
 
See more candidates overleaf……... 

As a UK Independence Party 
Councillor, I will fight to improve 
local democracy, and will cooper-
ate with like minded independent 
councillors, as I believe council-
lors of all parties should put the 
Constituents  needs first, ahead of 
party dogma.  I will do everything 

I can to promote the wellbeing and best interests of 
the people of Stromness and South Isles. 
 
In order to be accessible to Constituents, in addition 
to receiving emails and telephone calls, I  hope to 
hold weekly surgeries for local people to discuss 
problems or issues  I could assist them with in my 
position of Councillor.  
 
UKIP will enable local communities/groups to assert 
their democratic views when dissatisfied with Coun-
cil actions or decisions, by encouraging them to peti-
tion their Council to hold a referendum on the issue.  
When such a petition is signed by 10% or more of the 
people affected by the issue,  UKIP councillors will 
put forward motions in the Council demanding that 
the Council hold the referendum and where legally 
permitted, such motions would call for a change in 
the council decision in line with the referenda result. 
 
I consider the greatest challenges facing Hoy are 
Home Care/Respite provision, public transport and 
lack of employment.  I would endeavour to be elected 
to at least one of the committees which address these 
issues, and having taken into consideration Constitu-
ents views, fight for  their wishes to be adopted. 
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My folks came from Graemsay. I live 
and work in Stromness. I am an ar-
chitect, and run my own practice, 
Orkney Architects. I will…  
LISTEN, hold monthly surgeries in 
the islands and Stromness to hear 
folks concerns. Every isle is 
different. Try to resolve issues with 
OIC. Councillors must connect with 

folks needs, not just push their own agendas. 
SUPPORT people and their problems and them up 
with OIC. OIC can be remote and confusing. New 
regulations and changes to OIC's operation can 
frustrate.  
SPEAK OUT strongly, on behalf of folk and whole 
communities that are not being heard by OIC. I am 
well known for taking up inequalities in the way folk 

are treated, town and isles. Speaking out, writing to 
councillors and the press to stop recent proposals to 
charge for old folk’s care alarms or OIC’s decision to 
stop local tendering in Orkney! These careless 
decisions show how far OUT OF TOUCH councillors 
have got with the folk they serve. 
JOBS, small local industry is Orkney’s lifeline, but 
they all need efficient connections, transport, 
broadband. Less red tape /waste. Local support is the 
major job of a local councillor. Use Oil Funds for 
startup Dragon Den enterprises. Now. 
FACILITIES, schools/care/housing must be spread 
out. Hatston gets an £8M pier extension no problem. 
Yet Graemsay/N. Hoy still wait for a decent ramp/
pier, and we have a RoRo ferry that can’t run enough 
to support our S. Isles. 
Orkney is more than just Kirkwall. 

ARTHUR ROBERTSON 



Q1. I believe to serve the community 
of Hoy and South Walls effectively, a 
councillor must know the place, 
know the people and know their 
needs. I have had a long association 
with Hoy ever since I was a teenager 
and have built relationships over the 
years, with many individuals 
throughout the island. It has been a 
privilege to serve your community 

for the last 5 years with both John and Ian. I have 
made every effort to attend the Community Council, 
public meetings and other local events during that 
time. It is vital that you continue to have representa-
tives that understand and can convey Hoy’s unique 
geographical challenges and its contrasting communi-
ties to both OIC officials and other councillors. I am 
someone who is keen to use my knowledge, my con-
nections and my skills to serve you. 

Q2. The main challenge is depopulation and the 
demographic shift.  The provision of full-time secure 
jobs is the key to both these issues. Hoy is Orkney’s 
second largest island, with the greatest scope for de-
velopment. The upgrade at Lyness has opened the 
door for potential industry and significant opportuni-
ties. This must be managed carefully to maximise 
community benefit, to attract young people to the is-
land and to maintain a vibrant school. The community 
turbine offers a continuous revenue stream which has 
the potential to stimulate new and innovative pros-
pects. I believe Hoy & South Walls have all the quali-
ties to meet these challenges and I will strive to secure 
the best results. 

In the first instance to be approachable and account-
able, and as I fortunately live in Hoy and Walls and 
have been home again for the best part of forty years, 
I feel I am in the correct frame of mind to take on the 
responsibility of serving our island in council. Also as 
I have been serving our communities locally for all of 
those forty years, and currently serving as Chairman 
of our very successful Island of Hoy Development 
Trust and meeting and corresponding with a lot of 
our newest residents. I am therefore capable and keen 
to correspond with our present population to repre-
sent their views and to keep them informed of any 
progress, and of the final decisions and help to clarify 
same.  

It is an exciting time for our Island as Marine renew-
able Power is just around the corner with a foothold in 
Lyness, I would pursue that cause to the very end. We 
need jobs to bring in younger people with children to 
keep our School open, to keep our services up to 
scratch, and to support local groups. It is all very nice 
having an aging peaceful population, but we can't sur-
vive in a community like this without the younger 
families too, and to that end I will fight to get a fair 
medical service for all, and proper support for our Doc-
tor 24/7. 

 

Terry didn’t submit a picture but I’m sure we all know what 
he looks like! 

From an OIC press release: 

Voters in Orkney’s island communities 

are being reminded to make sure they 

apply for a postal vote before April 18 

for the May 3 Council elections. 

Sanday, Stronsay, Eday, Rousay, Egil-

say, Wyre, Gairsay, Shapinsay, Hoy & 

Walls, Flotta and Westray will all join 

Papay, North Ronldsay and Graemsay 

in a postal vote system this election. 

Voters will need to register to get a 

postal vote pack and return it to the 

Orkney Electoral Registration Office 

by 5pm on April 18 or travel to 

Mainland Orkney to vote. 

Neil Rendall, Chair of the Papa We-

stray Community Council, said: “It’s 

the way we do things now – I think 

once they are registered people can see 

how easy and convenient it is.  

“It’s important though for anyone new 

to the process to realise that they do 

need to register for a postal vote, and 

they need to send away their vote in 

time for it to reach Mainland Orkney 

on polling day – leaving it until Elec-

tion Day is too late!” 

For more details Tel: 876222 or email 

ero@orkney.gov.uk 

POSTAL VOTE REMINDER 

JAMES STOCKAN 

TERRY THOMSON 
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Dear Mrs Lock  

On a recent visit to Hoy I was party to a conversation regarding your new bus, recreational area, and the plans the devel-

opment trust have for new facilities at the community hall within Longhope village. Whilst I realise I am just an outsider 

holidaying on your island I would like to congratulate your group in your island news paper if I may.  I am amazed at the 

amount of money per capita head that your trust has been able to raise. Not knowing the exact figures of your funding I 

can only estimate the costs, however even at a conservative estimate you must have managed to raise £800 per islander. 

This is truly astonishing. 

 

I hope the locals are appreciative of all the work and dedication this must have involved. If you then add to this the colos-

sal amount of hours the turbine must have taken up well done seems so trivial. I take my hat off to your group.  

Seeing what you have achieved has inspired me to try and start a similar group within my village when I return home.  

May I wish you well for the future.  

 

N. Roper  

Kirk Smeaton, North Yorkshire 

NEWS ON THE COMMUNITY BUS GARAGE AND INDOOR/OUTDOOR SPACE 

  LETTER TO IOHDT  
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In the last issue of THE BLETHER 

news of a successful bid by the 

Island of Hoy Development Trust 

(IoHDT) to the Big Lottery Fund 

(BLF) was announced. Since then, a 

separate and successful bid was 

made to Orkney LEADER to match-

fund the BFL grant for upgrading 

work on the YM. 

 

Part of the funding from the BLF 

was to build garaging for the two 

hybrid (electric/diesel) minibuses 

and a linked “Indoor-Outdoor Rec-

reation Space”. This new-building 

seems to have raised strong feel-

ings in parts of the community, 

resulting in a petition recently 

placed in the shop at Longhope 

pier objecting to the proposed 

location - which is to be directly 

adjacent to the YM and opposite 

the Kirk.  

 

There also seems to be a number 

of misunderstandings and some 

misapprehension as to exactly 

what the building will be used for. 

To (hopefully) put people’s minds 

at rest, and to provide more detail 

and context for the proposed de-

velopment, the following informa-

tion has been provided by the 

IoHDT:  

 

The IoHDT considered the cost of 

building garaging for the Commu-

nity Buses and concluded that, for 

little more capital investment, an 

additional space could be added to 

the garage for a range of commu-

nity uses. 

 

This space (called the “Indoor-

Outdoor Recreation Space”) could 

be principally used by various 

youth groups and specialist clubs 

on the island to undertake activities 

for which the existing YM is unsuit-

able - particularly in times of in-

clement weather and during the 

winter months.  

 

Many of these activities were high-

lighted in the original survey under-

taken by the IoHDT several years 

ago and include: dog training; 

horse-riding/dressage, cycling pro-

ficiency; roller skating, paintballing, 

football, a covered workspace for 

the visiting vet and farrier, groom-

ing services, training area for emer-

gency services, training area for 

craft activities such as dry stone 

dyking and carving, a spill-out space 

for agricultural shows and craft fairs 

etc. 

 

The IoHDT felt that such a facility 

would best be situated in Longhope 

and ideally be directly linked to the 

YM activities such as Youth Cafe. Dis-

cussions with the YM committee 

proved positive in this respect.  En-

quiries indicated that the land next to 

the YM would be available for such 

use.  

 

The building will most certainly NOT 

be used for the maintenance of pri-

vate or commercial vehicles - all the 

maintenance of the community buses 

will be undertaken by trained me-

chanics on mainland. 

As much as possible, the building will 

match the style and use the same 

materials as the YM and (we hope) 

not detract from the existing building 

in anyway.  

 

The IoHDT will hold a public question-

and-answer session on the two pro-

jects at the YM on Wednesday 25th 

April (8.00pm) where more details 

will be provided and questions an-

swered. Please come along to find 

out more, make your views known 

and support your Development Trust.    



A very successful show was recently put on 
by the pupils of North Walls School.  This 
musical of the classic fairytale Little Red 
Riding Hood gives Roald Dahl’s  version of 
events, with things not going too well for 
the wolf! 

 

side of the building to serve as 

a bar area for events and a 

community cafe area. 

• Movable partitions will be 

made so that the hall can be 

used for smaller groups and 

the partitions stored away 

when the whole hall is in use. 

• It is planned, if feasible, to 

have a hairdressing chair avail-

able for the use of island hair-

dressers, and hopefully this will 

save having to travel to 

mainland when you need that 

special cut. 

• There will be a small computer 

area so that those without 

internet access can use this 

facility for a small fee. 

• Purchase up to date equip-

ment that can be used by guest 

speakers or by people running 

a training session. 

As mentioned in last months Ble-

ther the development trust and 

the South Walls and Brims Com-

munity Association Committee 

have been working together to 

try and acquire funds to upgrade 

the YM . We had a promise of 

50% of the funds from the Big 

Lottery if we could find matched 

funding from elsewhere. A Leader 

application was submitted and 

has been successful.  The grants 

in total come to around £110,000 

the money will be spent as fol-

lows: 

• Installation of solar panels, 

and a green heating system. 

• Upgrading the kitchen appli-

ances . 

• New hall tables and more 

comfortable chairs. 

• It is hoped that a sun porch 

can be erected on the sea 

• Install a hearing loop for the 

hard of hearing so they can 

enjoy concerts and speakers. 

 

All of this is still in the early stages, 

as nothing could be planned until 

the funding was won. There is no 

intention of changing the overall 

appearance and uses of the hall, 

just make it more user friendly so 

that it will continue on for years to 

come. The YM committee and the 

development trust have formed a 

small project sub group to bring 

things together. The people on 

this sub group are:- Alex Sinclair, 

Grace Robertson, Pat Newell, John 

Challoner, Jayne Traynor and Debs 

Jaques so if you have any thoughts 

on what could or should be done, 

please speak to a member of the 

group or a member of the YM 

committee who will pass your 

views on. 

FUNDING FOUND FOR YM FACELIFT 

L ITTLE RED R IDING HOOD 
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Matilda Simpson of P4 gives 
her thoughts on being involved 
with the production. 

 

I first found out about it when 
Class One was told in a music 
lesson that we and Class Two 
were doing `Little Red Riding 
Hood` as a school show. The 
whole school practised for 
weeks and it took ages until we 
were told who we were going to 
play. My part is a weasel. Class 
One made butterflies and bees 
as part of the scenery and Class 
Two made the woods and 
grandma's cottage.  I was really 
excited about doing it. We all 
looked really good in our cos-
tumes. I hope we do another 
show again! 

THE CAST IN ACTION 

L ITTLE RED RIDING 

HOOD AND SNIFFY 

THE DOG 



again we lost. But we have been moving in the right direction, eve-

ryone is getting fitter, and more used to playing with each other, 

and I think everyone would agree that we played alot better against 

Orphir in our second game, than against Stromness. Next up it's 

Holm in the parish cup. The first leg is to be played in Holm on the 

14th April, with kick off at 1pm. It would be great to see a few faces 

from the island there to cheer us on. The second leg will be played 

on Hoy on either the 12th or 13th of May which we hope will be a 

great occasion for the island. We have had a lot of help from many 

people along the way but I must particularly thank our sponsors 

JMF Groat, The Hoy Development Trust and Graham Brough. 

MEETING WITH NHS ORKNEY 

The new kids on the block competing in 

the Orkney Parish Cup are the team from 

Flotta, Hoy and Walls. Henry Bateman, 

a member of the team, explains how 

they got together and what they’ve been 

up to. 

The team has been spoken about for 

years, it's something we've always 

wanted to do, but for one reason or an-

other haven't managed. We formed a 

committee at the beginning of 2012 with 

the ambition of getting the team off the 

ground. We always felt the only way we 

could get a team would be to join up 

with Flotta, and once the O.F.A agreed 

that we could do this, we were up and 

running. We have been really pleased 

with the response we've had from every-

one on both Islands, there have been so 

many people willing to help, which has 

been brilliant. We held a couple of train-

ing sessions on the all weather pitch in 

Stromness and played a friendly against 

the Stromness parish team, which we 

lost, but you have to start somewhere. 

We have also had 2 training sessions in 

Hoy and a game against Orphir, which 
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range of services and activities that are 
currently on the island. This informa-
tion will be passed to NHS Orkney as 
part of the documentation that will be 
sent to prospective candidates. The 
subcommittee are also looking for indi-
vidual testimonials as to why you chose 
to live here, highlighting advantages 
and disadvantages. The aim is to show-
case life on Hoy and Walls so hopefully 
we can attracted a GP and hopefully 
family. 
 
Anyone with suggestions or contribu-
tions can either contact Moira Groat or 
Jayne Traynor. We would appreciate 
this information as soon as possible. 

The committee met on the 27th Feb-
ruary  2012 with Cathie Cowan (NHS 
Orkney Chief Executive), Marie 
O'Sulivan (Head of Children, Families 
and Criminal Justice), Mairhi Trickett 
(Non Executive Director) and Cllr 
Graham Sinclair to review the health 
care provision. Minutes of this meet-
ing are available on the Development 
Trust web site. 
 
Further to this meeting Cathie Cowan 
has confirmed that they will be adver-
tising for a permanent Doctor for the 
island in the near future. The sub-
committee met again on the 12 March 
2012 and it was agreed to put to-
gether a document highlighting the 

ORKNEY PARISH CUP TEAM 



SPOTLIGHT ON THE HAEY HOPE CLUB 

The Haey Hope Club (registered charity number: SC024000) was formed in 1994 to pro-
vide support for anyone aged 50+ or who is physically, mentally or socially disabled who 
lives on Hoy and Walls. It is funded by Orkney Islands Council Social Services. This is sup-
plemented by fund raising events, donations and gifts. It is run by a committee who meet 
regularly, with one paid part-time coordinator, a team of volunteer drivers and escorts. 

WHAT DO WE DO 

Although you do not have to be in need of anything other than a wish to meet up with 
friends for some fun, discussions, exchange of views and news, in other words just a good 
time for a blether! - the Haey Hope Club is for any member of Hoy and Walls who has 
reached the age of 50 or has a disability. 

We meet every Wednesday during term time between 12.00 and 2.00. You get a 2/3 course 
lunch at a reasonable cost - good food –with no cooking and no clearing up either! After 
lunch sometimes there is entertainment—occasional speakers, games, videos or whatever 
you would like, just ask and our coordinator will try to arrange it. We hope to put together a 
diary for weekly activities which means you will then be able to choose which weeks you 
would prefer to attend, but we will need to know some of your ideas of what you would like 
to do. So if you would like to know more or have any valid input, phone Hazel on 791312 or 
even better why not come to the OPEN DAY SATURDAY 12TH MAY at North Walls. 
The choice is yours come every week or every couple of weeks or even once a month. You 
never know if you like the club unless you try it. If you need a lift our minibus will collect 
you from your home. Personal records are kept to a minimum and we guarantee to maintain 
confidentiality and will not divulge personal information for any purpose without the indi-
vidual’s consent.  

Our minibus. “Lottie”, lasted us well but unfortu-
nately, old age caught up with her and she needed 
replacing. Frugal housekeeping over the years 
meant we had some money and combined with a 
grant from “Awards for all”, donations from Hoy 
Trust, the Community Council, and fundraising 
events such as the daffodil tea and coffee mornings 
we recently acquired a new 16 seater, wheelchair 
adapted minibus. All drivers and escorts are trained 
to assist passengers with disabilities on wheelchair 
accessible vehicles and offer as much assistance as 
you require.  

What else? We also have regular shopping trips to 
Kirkwall. We can provide transport for appoint-
ments at the hospital, opticians or dentists. At least 
twice a year we have trips to the mainland—just for 
pleasure and of course a good lunch!  

Did you know our bus is also available to hire for 
other groups on the island? Ring Hazel for details. 
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3 - 7th September 2012 (TBC): training 
in excavation and walkover survey at Can-
tick. The aim is to investigate other key 
sites on the peninsula, following the com-
pletion of the excavations at the Roeberry 
mound, and continue the walkover survey 
up the coast.  

 

Details of the results from last year’s field-
work can be found in the first issue of 
THE BLETHER. 

The archaeological project run by 
ORCA, focussing on Cantick and Hoy, 
has secured funding for 2012 from the 
OIC Heritage Fund. The project will be 
split into two blocks and aims to con-
tinue the community training started in 
previous years:  

14 - 18th May 2012: training in geo-
physical survey at the square barrow 
cemeteries at Groups, Braebuster, and 
survey at the Iron Age souterrain and 
Whaness burn enclosure.  

HERITAGE MATTERS 

2012 ARCHAEOLOGY IN HOY AND WALLS 
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EXCAVATION BEING 

UNDERTAKEN AT 

THE GREEN H ILL , 

CANTICK 2008 

New season at the Scapa 
Flow Visitor Centre & 

Museum 
The museum and Pumphouse Café 
are now open for the season, and 
have been getting plenty of visi-
tors during the Easter holidays. 

A priority this winter was to re-
decorate and reorganise the Read-
ing Room and this is now a much 
more visitor-friendly space. We 
now have a dedicated video cor-
ner, and a new bookstand makes 
the many war diaries, biographies, 
reports and other reading material 
much more accessible. 
 
One of the most interesting new 
items to come in last year was a 
scrapbook kept by John Scott 
Young, who supervised a lot of 
the Lyness works from 1936-39 
when the base was being con-
structed. He then moved to 

Flotta, where he was involved in 
the construction of piers, camps 
and other civil engineering works. 
We have a copy of this book in the 
Reading Room, and its well worth 
a look. 
 
Since the Arctic Convoy memorial 
was unveiled at Lyness in 2009, a 
lot of related artefacts have come 
in to the museum and some of 
these have gone on show for the 
first time this season. Wallboards 
giving more information about the 
Arctic Convoys are currently in 
preparation and will be on show 
later in the summer. 
 
Last summer the Otter Bank un-
derwent a successful transforma-
tion and is now on show in the 
Romney Hut. A group of volun-
teers, many from the Friends of 
the Orkney Boat Museum, met 
regularly throughout the season to 
scrub, paint and varnish the boat, 
and will be starting their labours 
again this year on 16 May. If you 
have any free time and would like 
to join our ‘Working Wednes-
days’, please get in touch with me 
at the museum. 
 

Opening Times 

Spring Opening (1st March 

to 30th April) Monday - Fri-

day, from 09.00 -16.30 

 
Summer Opening (1st May 

to 30th September) Monday 

- Saturday, from 09.00 -

16.30; Sunday - from arrival 

of first ferry to 16.00. 
 

Autumn Opening (1st Octo-

ber - 31st October) Monday 

- Saturday, from 09.00 -16.30 

 
ADMISSION FREE 

 
 
Jude Callister 
Acting Custodian, Scapa Flow 
Visitor Centre & Museum 
T: 791300    E: 
jude.callister@orkney.gov.uk 



Rackwick, he gives his rec-
ollections and thoughts in 
the context of a mountain 
climber's philosophy. The 
path may have been im-
proved lately, but is still 
tough going for an invalid. 
 
The rest of the evening was 
devoted to the theme of the 
Old Man, and if anyone 
has ever wondered how 
many images there must 
be of him in existence, a 
good selection are included 
in the exhibition that's on-
going and being added to. 
As part of the musical en-
tertainment, Billy Budge 
sang us his unique take 
on the Old Man, inspired 
by events when the BBC 
came to film their histori-
cal reconstruction of Chris 
Bonnington's climb of the 
sea stack. And in their 
repertoire the Stromabank 
Pub Choir unveiled a world 
premiere for Laurence 
Rugg's setting of 'The Old 
Man of Hoy' poem by John 
Stuart Blackie.* This was a 
striking piece with a rug-
ged rhythmic sense of 
withstanding the elements 
and relentless seas. 
 
A DVD of The Long Hope 
film is available from the 
production company, Hot 
Aches, for £19.99 (plus p. 
& p.). Extras include a re-
cord of a climb of the Old 
Man. 
 
 
 
Peter Ford April 2012 

A N IGHT TO REMEMBER AT THE HOY K IRK 

all the planning stages and 
on to the crumbling rock 
face with a vividness that 
gave the imagination an 
idea of how it might be to 
be there, supposing you 
possessed the physical 

training and coolness of 
nerve. A memorable down-
ward shot of a rock falling 
away had your hair stand-
ing on end. 
 
The Long Hope is a thrill-
ing film that brings us face 
to face with each strategic 
move traversing the 
cracks, fissures and over-
hangs; and face to face 
with the fulmars threaten-
ing to put the climbers off 
their stroke with a revolt-
ing regurgitation. It is 
beautifully edited to bring 
in Ed Drummond as a 
linking chain in the narra-
tive as he revisits the 
scene of his own earlier 
drama. Unfortunately he is 
now a sufferer from Park-
inson's disease. As he 
makes his way along the 
path to the Old Man from 
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We would be wrong these 
days to expect a film about 
a mountaineering exploit to 
be shaky and grainy. Paul 
Diffley's film, The Long 
Hope, which formed the 
centrepiece for an evening of 
events at Hoy Kirk on 24 
February, was a revelation 
in telling the story of how 
what is reputedly the most 
challenging 'big wall' climb 
in the world, that of Hoy's St 
John's Head, was finally tri-
umphed over in 2011. 
 
The Old Red Sandstone 
cliffs of Hoy's western edge 
form a high bastion against 
which a man would pitch 
himself at his peril, but the 
history of the Long Hope 
route attempt goes back to 
1970 when Ed Drummond 
and Oliver Hill made a 
strenuous seven-day climb 
with modern gear, yet failed 
to reach the top. The mem-
ory of their climb left behind 
a legend of courage, terror 
and trauma. Dave MacLeod, 
partnered by Andy Turner, 
took three years over 
scheming his assault of 
2011, leaving as little to 
chance as possible. He 
made many preliminary vis-
its to the location, working 
out the moves, his plan be-
ing to complete the climb in 
one day. 
 
From the titles at the start it 
was evident the film chroni-
cling these events would be 
a fine piece of craftsman-
ship. The clear steady im-
ages allowed by today's 
technology took us through 



Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wifi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wifi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

 
HOY HALF MARATHON 

 
Sunday June 17th 2012 

 
 

For more details email hoyhalf@gmail.com 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10 am  6-7 pm 

Tuesday 2-3 pm 

Wednesday 1-2 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10 am 

Friday 9-10 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 6-7 pm every week. 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Ho. 

 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 3 days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

 

Friday 20 April 4-7pm - Hoy Kirk heritage 
event - bring along a photograph or docu-
ment to scan and share.  

May 25th-May 27th - Choral workshops 
with Laurence Rugg (tbc) 

Sunday 3 June - Orkney Folk Festival event 
(afternoon) 

Wednesday 27 June - St Magnus Festival 
event - James Boyd 

NOTICEBOARD 

Hoy Kirk Events April to June 
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Wanted 

Stone suitable for a dry stone dyke for 

the Arctic Convoy Memorial, approximately 

30 linear metres. 

If you have something suitable, please 

contact John Challoner 701385 



Annual General Meetings 
 
Hoy Centre Committee AGM fol-
lowed by a General Meeting 
 
Date: 20 April 2012 
Time: 2.30 pm 
Venue: Hoy Centre 
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Longhope Sailing Club 
Events 2012 

  
 
Longhope Local Regatta  
Saturday 12th May 
 
Longhope Regatta  
Saturday 7th July 

 
Beach BarBQ and Fish-

ing competition 
Saturday 4th August 

 
Points racing will take place from the 
Local Regatta onwards on Friday eve-
nings, or, if the weather is not good, ei-
ther Saturday or Sunday. 
 
More details regarding times and places 
will be advertised nearer the time. 

Ladies Lifeboat 
Guild meeting 8 pm 
on 23rd May 2012 at 
the Hoy Centre 

Graemsay, Hoy & Walls will be organising a 
beacon at Wee Fea to commemorate the 
Queens Diamond Jubilee on the 4th June. 

 

There will be a BarBQ on which you can bring 
your own food to cook, local musicians are wel-
come to bring instruments 

  

More details to follow 

Date: 25 April 2012 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: YM 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust 
 

The Trust directors would like to invite you 

along to the YM on Wednesday 25th April 

at 8.00 pm where you will: 

Find out about the Community Bus Service,  

Garage and  Indoor /Outdoor Area 

Find out about the partnership with the YM 

committee to upgrade the hall 

The last dancing date 

for the YM 2011/12 

session is on Monday 

30th April. 

Look out for some 

summer dates! 

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

meeting dates for 2012 are:- 

4 May 

15 June (Finance meeting) 

31 August 

2 November 

DATES FOR D IARIES 



GABLE END THEATRE 

MAY/JUNE PROGRAMME 2012 
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MAY 
Sat 5  'THE PLAY' by Lindsay Hall, 8pm – GRAND REOPENING PERFORM-

ANCE!  
 Watch the interaction of a small group of amateur drama enthusiasts as they struggle 

to decide what they are going to put on for a local drama festival this year. They decide 
on a play written by a local which is about a play within a play. Conflicting egos, easily 
bruised, are laid bare….. 

 This won the Firth Trophy, the Parish Trophy and the Isles Cup in this year's SCDA 
Festival in Kirkwall, and has since been performed in Aberdeen.  

 
Fri 11  FILM: THE GREAT WHITE SILENCE (Cert. U), 8pm 
 As promised last autumn, and to mark the centenary of the Scott expedition, this won-

derful documentary is the BFI's National Film Archive restoration of Herbert Ponting's 
footage as official photographer, with its experimental colour tinting and toning fully 
reconstructed. It covers every aspect, from the alien beauty of the landscape to the sci-
entific work and the rigorous preparations for the assault on the Pole. 

 
Sat 12  HOY - THE NAVY’S PRINCIPAL BASE IN ORKNEY, by Commander David 

Hobbs, 2pm 
An afternoon lecture to follow the morning's guided walk up Wee Fea, which starts at 
10.45am. Part of the CELEBRATING SCAPA FLOW weekend. 

 
JUNE 
Fri 8 FILM: TINKER, TAILOR, SOLDIER SPY (Cert. 15), 8pm 
 The John le Carre novel in its acclaimed new version, with Gary Oldman as spymaster 

George Smiley, brought out of retirement to track down the mole in the 'Circus' who's 
been passing secrets to Moscow. It grippingly matches the TV classic in its seedy, men-
acing evocation of the 1970s. 

 
Sat 16  CHRIS STOUT'S ORIGINAL QUARTET, 8pm 
 Chris’ long-term musical association with Sao Paulo based Rabeca player Thomas 

Rohrer led to the formation of this exciting quartet. Multi-instrumentalist Carlinhos 
Antunes and double bassist Rui Barossi complete the line-up which has brought Shet-
land and Sao Paulo ever closer! 
The band have completed several successful tours of the state of Sao Paulo and will re-
lease their debut album in the year to come. 

 
Sat 23 IT AIN'T HALF COLD, MUM, 8pm – St Magnus Festival production 
 A concert party of singers, musicians and a magician arrives in Orkney to revisit the 

haunts of the ENSA troupes of the Second World War and take us back to the 1940s on 

a tour of the Scapa Flow area. Sometimes funny, sometimes poignant, the show salutes 

those entertainers who tirelessly toured the world to entertain the fighting forces.  

 This will be part of a Forties theme night, so come dressed in wartime fashion! 

 

Fri 29 BY THE SEAT OF YOUR PANTS, 8pm –  

Live entertainment from Plutot la Vie 

 Three men and three chairs and all that follows in a brilliant display of physical theatre 

comedy, mime and acrobatics. Fritz, Franz and Rudy take us from expectation to hope, 

from boredom to delight, as they strive to avoid a kick in the pants and take whatever 

fate has in store. Inspired clowning in fast visual comedy: a show to give joy to all ages.  



Contact email: ihdt@btinternet.com  

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

 

 

We are looking for regular contributors. Do you have a burning desire to write a regular column, perhaps on 
gardening or farming or wildlife? Has your club/society or charity got an event planned that you’d like to pub-
licise? Do you have items  to sell or a business to advertise? 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
Items for inclusion in the next (June) edition must be submitted by 2nd June 2012 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITIES .
CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

BAG THE BRUCK 

Don’t forget 

Bag the Bruck weekend is Sat 21 and Sun 22nd April 
2012 

More details available :  

http://www.eco-orkney.org.uk/ 

 

 

 
 

You are invited to join us for the 

ROAD SHOW & AGM 

2
nd

 May 2012 8pm 

North Walls School 

The Community Road Show will include: 

Updates about the Community Turbine 

You will be able to ask questions regarding the future 

plans of the trust and 

Give your views on future projects.  

Join us for refreshments 

The Road show will be followed at 9pm by the AGM. 

Why not stay and vote 

New directors are needed so anyone interested in joining the 

board please speak to a director for more information. Please 

confirm your interest in writing before the 25th April 2012 so 

you can be added to the voting list to:- 

Jayne Traynor Hill House Longhope KW16 3PQ 


