
 
This stunning photo, taken by Mary Harris, shows the Hoy Head, in all 
her glory, on her return to Orkney after six months away. Here she is 
passing Cantick Head escorted by the Longhope Lifeboat. If sea trials go 
according to plan she will be back in service on Saturday afternoon. 
 
Councillor James Stockan, chair of the Council’s Development and Infra-
structure Committee, said: "Extending the length of the Hoy Head will 
enable Orkney Ferries to meet growing demand for services to Lyness 
and Flotta. It will help alleviate congestion and provide better opportuni-

ties for residents and visi-
tors to travel at the times 
most convenient to them. 
This project will provide a 
social and economic boost 
for the South Isles. It is good 
to see the Hoy Head 
back in Orkney waters after 
the journey home from the 
shipyard on Merseyside." 

 

By way of contrast, the adja-
cent picture shows an earlier 
Hoy Head, pictured almost 
one hundred years ago in  
1915.  A somewhat more ex-
hilarating and open air ex-
perience than today. 
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Welcome to the 
eighth issue of THE 

BLETHER. 

The April issue features 
an update on the Hoy 
Head, Council Comment, 
news from the school, 
spotlight on the Martello 
Tower and Heritage 
matters. 

You can also find the 
usual round-up of events 
and meetings but please 
check dates and times 
nearer the event as some 
things can change. 

Thank you once 
again to all of the 
contributors to the 
eighth issue and for 
the use of their photo-
graphs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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Since the last update in what is 
happening with the regular 
Monday dancing  we have had 
to cancel quite a few 
‘Mondays’ due to weather 
and illness. Last winter we 

had no cancelled sessions! 
 
Weather - roll-on a new heating system in the YM!  
This winter has been exceptionally cold so most 
turn up in layers to peel off as they warm up - 
coats and jackets has been the dress code on many 
evenings. This current session of dancing will finish 
on the last Monday in April - where has the time 
gone.  We will begin again on the first Monday in 
September. The sessions are very well attended 
and so has the Fund-raising events especially the 
Prize Bingo.  We now have the funding in place for 
the late charter of the ferry for the Fringe Event on 
11th April. A huge number of people have booked 

to come to Hoy again to take part in this popular 
annual event.  Jessie Stuart will be leading the af-
ternoon workshop and the dance will be to the 
music from the Kirkjuvagr Ceilidh Band (Wood 
family). So if you are passing the YM on the after-
noon of the 11th April you will hear the peals of 
laughter from Jessie as she puts her class though 
their paces. It is thanks to the support and help of 
so many people, inside and outside dancing, that 
this event can take place.  ‘Hoy’ is talked about all 
over the dancing circles because to the welcome 
and experience.   
 

There will be a few dancing sessions in Hoy Kirk 
through the summer but dates have to be looked at 
and booked yet. Look out for notices in the near 
future - once the Fringe is past!  
 

Many, many thanks to all who have supported 
dancing and made it so much fun this year again.   
 

Mabel j Besant 

number of breakfast club weeks as you would like. 

Any contribution is very welcome. We would also en-

courage you to ask your community groups and clubs 

to get involved in the scheme as well as your employ-

ers, if possible, so that Breakfast Club can become a 

whole community initiative to support the school and 

it’s pupils. 

 

Your kind and generous sponsorship will be publicly 

acknowledged through the usual community notices 

unless you would prefer to remain anonymous. 

If you would like to join this scheme or would like fur-

ther information, please contact Sandra Atherton on 

07735326606 or 701213 

With sincere thanks, 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 
 

CONFIRMED SPONSORS: 

Friday 19
th

 April         Tesco Store Kirkwall 

Friday 26
th

 April         Tesco Store Kirkwall 

Friday 3
rd

 May           Hoy & Walls Community Member 

Friday 10
th

 May         Hoy & Walls Community Member 

 

North Walls School would like to acknowledge these 

sponsorships with sincere gratitude.  

Dear Community Members,  

North Walls School  has been run-

ning a Breakfast Club each Friday for 

over a year. This is now a perma-

nent part of the school timetable 

structure. 

This is a staff initiative to promote the importance 

of eating a healthy breakfast for physical wellbeing, 

improved concentration and so act as an aid to 

learning. During the breakfast club, some aspect of 

good citizenship or broader social awareness is also 

introduced. This has proved to be a winning formula 

accepted by staff, parents and pupils. 
 

In order to ensure that no child is excluded from the 

Breakfast Club Scheme, no charge is made to par-

ents and carers and the cost is borne completely by 

the school. This of course adds pressure on already 

scarce funds. 
 

We are therefore inviting you to join our breakfast 

club sponsorship scheme by way of a financial con-

tribution. Each breakfast club costs between £10 

and £15 which is approximately £120 to £180 per 

term. You may, if you choose to join, sponsor any 

NEWS FROM THE HOY DANCERS 

BREAKFAST CLUB SCHEME 
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Friday the 15th 
March was a 
very special 
day for the 
Parish and 

Congregation. Members of Pres-
bytery travelled from the 
Mainland to hold a service in St 
Columba’s Church to ‘set apart’ 
Mrs Jean Gillespie as a Reader 
within the bounds of Orkney 
Presbytery. 
 
Worship was lead by Mr David 
Fidler, who also put the ques-
tions to Jean, standing in for the 

Moderator Rev. Iain Mac-
Donald. Mr Martin Prentice 
preached the sermon, and the 
Rev. James Wishart, Presbytery 
Clerk read the formula which 
Jean signed. She was given the 
hand of friendship by members 
of Presbytery and the Congrega-
tion. This was the culmination 
of a long hard journey. About 
four years ago, Jean had to at-
tend the Church of Scotland En-
quirers course in Tulliallen, fol-
lowed by home study with Aber-
deen University. She also had 
six month placements with Bir-

people are invited to come along to Hoy Kirk 
and help out. We will put a cup of tea in one 
hand if you will put a paintbrush in the other. 
 
Our last big heritage event will be the Hoy 
Foy on Friday 31 May. The evening will be a 
celebration of the Hoy Heritage Project and we 
plan to go out on a high with fun evening of all 
things Hoy.  If you have Hoy related content to 
suggest for the programme or would like to 
take part please contact Rebecca at the email 
address above or on 850459. The night will 
prove to be a lively mix all kicked off with our 
trademark hospitality by way of soup and a 
sandwich from 6:30pm. 
 
Even though this part of the project is coming 
to an end we are still very keen for new items 

for the Hoy Heritage Archive and we have a 
team of dedicated volunteers to see the project 
carries on the important work of preserving 
Hoy’s heritage while having fun. 

NEWS FROM THE HOY HERITAGE PROJECT AT HOY K IRK 

say, Harray and Sandwick, and 
St Magnus Cathedral, taking 
part in and leading worship 
while she continued to work 
with the local congregation. 
 
This was a wonderful occasion 
for Jean with all her family pre-
sent. She is to be congratulated 
on her achievement, and we all 
wish her well in her work for the 
church. 
 
Anderson Sutherland 
 
Picture from Scotland’s Churches Trust website 
scotlandschurchestrust.org.uk 

Well, we are 
nearly at the 
end of our 
initial 2 year 
p r o j e c t . 
Thank you to 
all the com-
munity who 
have worked 
so hard to 

make it happen and thank you too to our funders. 
It is great to know that the project in many ways 
has only just begun. The last two years have been 
about setting up an archive at Hoy Kirk for local 
and visitors to enjoy the heritage of Hoy. The years 
to come are about keeping the energy going and 
ensuring there is always a welcome at Hoy Kirk – 
even if you are the only person there! The visitor 
book has been full of positive comments from peo-
ple who have appreciated what the community has 
achieved. 
 
We still have a few things planned over the sum-
mer – the school will be showing the results of 
their wool project with Amy Kinsey and we will 
have an archaeology exhibition from ORCA.  Back 
by popular demand, we will be holding another  
Hoy Art & Craft Open Exhibition to open on Hoy 
Show Day at the end of July. Exhibitors are asked 
to contact hoyheritage@btinternet.com to register 
interest. 
 
We will be having a work party weekend from 
10:30am Friday 3rd May through to Sunday when 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JEAN ! 
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Artist Diane Leslie conducting a workshop 

A busy night at the Hoy Kirk 



COUNCIL COMMENT 
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The Council Plan - Transport 

In the last edition of ‘Council Comment’ James 

introduced the Council Plan 2013-2018, referring 

particularly to the section on Promoting success-

ful, thriving communities. He also commented 

on the ambitious nature of the plan and I would 

contend that this is perhaps highlighted in the 

section on Orkney’s Transport, Network. 

 

As the Stromness and the South Isles representa-

tive on the Board of Orkney Ferries I feel this 

section could indeed be deemed to be ambitious 

as it refers to ‘making effective progress’ with 

the Scottish Government on future funding, and 

replacement, of the islands ferry services. It also 

mentions the long held aspiration of many coun-

cillors to have the local ferries based in the is-

lands wherever possible, something that has been 

achieved in the past with the South Isles service 

– although it remains to be seen how the length-

ening of the Hoy Head will impact on where she 

can ‘lie’. 

 

This winter has been a trying time for Orkney 

Ferries with on-going issues of capacity, time-

tabling and general service provision being com-

pounded by industrial action and crew availabil-

ity. From a South Isles point of view, minor 

timetabling successes – the inclusion of regular 

additional calls at Flotta, and the automatic call-

ing in at Graemsay – have been offset by the dif-

ficulties being experienced by the mv Graemsay 

berthing at Moaness. 

 

The lengthening of the vessel, although provid-

ing much needed capacity, has created issues, 

particularly in South East winds and extreme tide 

conditions, resulting in several cancellations in 

recent months. On top of this the vessel has also 

had engine problems which hopefully can be ad-

dressed when she goes for her refit. The Board is 

appreciative of the tolerance shown by the resi-

dents of Graemsay and north Hoy (and the North 

Walls parents and children) during these difficult 

times. 

 

The Moaness Pier issue is something that will 

not go away and all three Stromness and South 

Isles councillors are acutely aware that some-

thing needs to be done to ensure a reliable ser-

vice can be provided to the north end of Hoy. 

Unfortunately the type of remedial work required 

is such that there is no real ‘quick fix’ solution 

and a capital project will need to be considered. 

 

The mv Hoy Head should have returned to ser-

vice week commencing 8th April and it will re-

main to be seen how the lengthened, repowered 

vessel operates on the South Isles service. The 

increased capacity is undoubtedly needed, how-

ever the current timetable may have to be recon-

sidered as the extra freight will take longer to 

load/unload and the ship may take longer to 

berth. These potential issues have been discussed 

at the Ferry Service Consultative Committee and 

at the Community Councils and again the Board 

of Orkney Ferries will seek to work with the 

communities in an attempt to ensure a robust ser-

vice is provided. 

 

On the long term aspiration of Scottish Govern-

ment intervention in the funding of the islands 

Ferry Service, debate and discussion will have to 

be had a reasonably high political level. Al-

though Orkney Islands Council have been press-

ing the Government for years on the issue, the 

current financial climate will make this a particu-

larly difficult fight to win however councillors 

and officials alike are convinced it has to happen.  

 

Aspirational and ambitious indeed!  

 

 

 

 

Councillor Rob Crichton 

April 2013 



The museum and café are 
now open again for the 
summer season, which has 
got off to a flying start with 
over 150 visitors in the first 
week. New for this season 
is a small exhibition about 
the WW2 radar installations 
at Dunnet Head and Burifa 
Hill in Caithness, which 
comes courtesy of the Dun-
net Head Educational 
Trust. 
 
Also new is a listening post 
on loan from the St Magnus 
Festival, which enables us 
to make some very atmos-
pheric interviews with survi-
vors of the sinking of HMS 
Royal Oak available for 

visitors to listen to, adjacent 
to the Royal Oak display. 
 
Work in progress includes 
new interpretation about the 
development of the Lyness 
Naval Base, a new display 
about the WW1 German 
barge Von Reuter and the 
final stage of the Otter Bank 
project, so there will be 
plenty of fresh things to see 
as the summer progresses. 
 
In addition, there has been a 
going on behind the scenes 
over the last eighteen 
months. Money from the Ef-
fective Collections scheme 
run by Museums Galleries 
Scotland enabled a conser-

vation and significance re-
view of the collection. This 
culminated last autumn in a 
visit from professional con-
servator Will Murray, who 
trained staff in some clean-
ing and conservation tech-
niques. 
 
We have been putting 
these new skills into prac-
tice during our winter clo-
sure, with the result that 
many of our exhibits are not 
only looking better, but 
should be better protected 
from their surrounding envi-
ronment and we hope to 
keep the conservation pro-
gramme rolling as the sea-
son progresses. 

from the IOHDT web-

page. The Quarter 

Marathon is open to 

young people aged 9-17 

years and there are still 

plenty of places left for 

this race. Entry costs just 

£1 and you can enter on 

the day. Information and 

an entry form are con-

tained in the main entry 

pack. Finally, the suc-

cess of the day relies on 

This year's races take 

place on Sunday 16 June. 

Entry for the Half Mara-

thon is now closed to 

those not resident on 

Hoy, but its never too 

late for local runners/

walkers to enter. We try 

to get a men's and ladies' 

local team each year (3 to 

5 people in each). Entry 

costs £16 and an entry 

pack can be downloaded 

an army of volunteers 

helpers. Those of you 

who regularly help out, 

we hope you will be will-

ing to work again this 

year - and if you would 

like to become involved, 

we'd love to hear from 

you. For more informa-

tion, please email hoy-

half@gmail.com or con-

tact Jan or Jude on 

701300. 

NEW SEASON AT SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE AND MUSEUM 

HOY MARATHON 

BAG THE BRUCK 

This year Bag the Bruck takes place on the weekend of 20
th

 and 21
st

 April. 

Do you want to raise funds for a community group and clean up the environment? 

 

The Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community Council will pay a donation to each 

group taking part. Please contact Trish 701498 or email ghwclerk@btinternet.com 

for an application form and  contact Cassie 701204 for bags and gloves. 

 

For more information about the event, please check out the following website. 

http://www.eco-orkney.org.uk/media/btb_2013_clean-up_info.pdf 
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The newly cleaned and 
waxed tools from a 

toolchest that came off 
one of the ships of the 
WW1 German fleet  

SPRING OPENING 
TIMES 
 
Monday – Friday: 
9.00am – 4.30pm 
 
Weekend opening 
begins on Saturday 
4 May. 



AFFORDABLE WARMTH  

The Development Trust is currently active in a 

number of key areas as part of it's Affordable 

Warmth and Service Support scheme which 

started at in November 2012. 

 

As of January the IoHDT is heading up the Na-

tional Consortium of Community Generators in 

an attempt to create a means of supplying lo-

cally generated electricity to local customers - 

aiming to provide direct community benefit 

through a lower electr ic ity tar if f .  

A £16,000 grant has been awarded to the Trust 

by Community Energy Scotland to be used to-

wards funding a feasibility/options study - due 

to be completed in 4 weeks time.  

This study outcome, in the form of a report from 

the Cornwall Energy Consultancy, will be used to 

negotiate with OFGEM and SSE  to ensure that 

options within current legislation are made 

available to communities to obtain benefit from 

generating locally rather than just selling power 

back to the grid operators. 

 

In addition to the above the IoHDT has now 

taken an active role in Care4Energy, an Orkney 

based community benefit organisation with 

membership and support from local businesses, 

the Orkney Business Ring, Orkney Housing Asso-

ciation, Scottish Energy Saving Trust to name but 

a few. Care4Energy now has five small turbines 

in Orkney, the profit from which will be used to 

fund it's efforts in addressing fuel poverty in 

Orkney - the second highest level in Scotland 

according to government statistics. 

 

Working with government agencies C4E is now 

completing a feasibility study which aims to 

show we can put low cost electricity into 'fuel 

poor homes' in Orkney - power generated di-

rectly from Orkney turbines which is now often 

lost through SSE curtailing the larger turbines 
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due to grid constraints. This curtailment of lar-

ger wind turbines at times of high production 

has two major negative effects - firstly it strips 

the community projects of earnings used for di-

rect benefit, and secondly it leaves local fuel 

poor homes without the potential option for a 

lower tariff energy supply. 

 

The 'Hoy specific' aspects of the IoHDT Afford-

able Warmth project are also progressing with 

recent and initially positive dialogue with the 

Climate Challenge Fund. The hope is to build on 

the current Lottery funded part of the project 

which aims to obtain Green Deal certification for 

Hoy resident tradespeople, by funding a major 

project to carry out fully certified energy assess-

ment surveys on every property on Hoy. This 

would give every resident an EPC (energy per-

formance certificate) and a Recommendations 

Report for their property, both of which are cur-

rently difficult and expensive to obtain.  

These items would then allow the occupant, 

should they wish, to apply for any of the rele-

vant energy based upgrades for their home 

(currently 45 options) under the new govern-

ment and energy company funded Green Deal 

scheme. 

 

Should anyone wish to have more detail on any 

of the above items, or indeed wish to know 

more about  the Affordable Warmth Scheme 

please feel free to contact Brian Clegg on 

701816 or email brian.clegg@btconnect.com. 

 

Funding for all of the above activities, and in-

deed all aspects of the Affordable Warmth pro-

ject has been obtained independently by the 

Trust and does not draw in any way on the com-

munities own wind turbine project or funding 

for other community projects such as the Youth 

Cafe, Community Transport Scheme, Heritage 

projects etc. 

IoHDT is hoping that the bus service will start running in early June. At the moment, they 

are waiting for the Vehicle and Operator Services Agency to register the routes and for the 

permits to come through. 



Photographs by Mary Harris and more can be seen on the Longhope Lifeboat Facebook page. 

Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope, 07709 692811, 01856 701924 maryhar-
ris3pg@btinternet.com 

LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS 
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From: Mary Harris 
RNLI Longhope Station 
 
As most of you probably know, 
our lifeboat was called out on 
March 25 to assist a creel boat 
that was in trouble off Hoxa 
Head. Through no fault of their 
own the fishermen had caught a 
rope around their prop. It is reas-
suring and rather incredible   that 
7 minutes after being paged the 
crew had dropped what they were 
doing, got to the pier, fired up the 
lifeboat and were on their way. 7 
minutes!   
 
It was a fine clear day with slight 

seas and the lifeboat was on the 
scene 17 minutes later. The three 
young lads that were drifting off 
Hoxa Head were lucky to have 
managed to get enough power to 
manoeuvre away from the rocks 
before the engine failed. They 
were fortunate that the Guiding 
Light was close and it is providen-
tial that the lifeboat is stationed 
nearby and there was enough 
folk willing to launch. The boys' 
radio worked and their mayday 
call was picked up. It could have 
been a different story altogether 

with the unpredictability of the 
sea , weather and human nature. 
From setting off that mayday call a 
chain of events fired into life. This 
involved many people most of 
whom are trained for such an 
event. The coastguard manning 

the radio, the coastguards on land 
relentlessly searching dangerous 
terrain, the medical team and the 
lifeboat crew. They all worked to-
gether and as a team although 
each had its own independent 
role. What is important is that 
each person had the ability to cast 
aside all personal problems and 
concentrate on the job in hand. A 
good team  works on the trust of 
its fellow members, their knowl-
edge and constant training. Any 
links in that chain that need atten-
tion are hopefully strengthened 
during those exercises insuring 
smooth and safe rescue proce-
dures. 
 
We are lucky here on our island to 
have such teams; both the coast-
guards and lifeboat crew. Men 
and women with wide and diverse 
backgrounds, who are willing to 
give up their spare time for the 
endless training exercises and of 
course, the real thing. Each per-
son has something unique to offer 
their team. It could be knowledge 
of the local tides, extra strength or 

gentle compassion, engineering or 
computing skills, a medical back-
ground or is just a jolly good chap/
chapess. Of course this applies to 
the other emergency services on 
the island too. 
 
Each and everyone in those teams I 
admire greatly. I know my thoughts 
and this attention may embarrass 
some. They are not heroes but ordi-
nary folk, all sharing the same un-
selfish aim: to save lives at sea and 
on land. It must also be remem-
bered that most of them are volun-
teers. 
 
Finally, with reference to the chain 
of events, I have only discussed the 
main characters. I'm not sure how 
many others are involved. It goes 
without saying that there is great 
respect for the loved ones at home 
who tolerate the hours spent train-
ing and I appreciate the anguish felt 
during a shout. There are the peo-
ple who re-park the abandoned cars 
on the pier and turn off the engines. 
There are people who make safe 
what jobs were left hanging when 
pagers summoned. Plans have to 
be changed and alternatives 
found...and the chain gets longer.  
 
That damned piece of rope that 
caught in the prop of the creel boat 
had a knock on effect that rippled 
through many parts of our commu-
nity.  Seven minutes from a sleeping 
lifeboat to people quietly risking 
their lives for others without hesita-
tion. What would have happened if 
these people couldn't be bothered. 
Thankfully those unfortunate lads 
out fishing had a safe tow home. 
 

‘reflections’ 

Some of the crew 



Perhaps 
one of the 
most dis-
tinctive 
groups of 
field scars 
around Ly-
ness that 
indicate the 
scale of the 

former naval base can be seen whilst approaching 
Lyness from the south. A glance to the left at the 
foot of Ore Brae (just before the pillbox guarding 
the stone bridge) reveals a field filled with row 
upon row of overgrown concrete hut foundations. 
These marks are all that remain of the camp of the 
19th Battalion of the Royal Marines (RM), whose 
story and crucial role is often left untold. 
 

Originally known as the Auxiliary Battalion, the 
Marines arrived at Lyness on 8th March 1940, 
pitched their tents in the mud and went to work 
the following day digging drainage ditches, prepar-
ing foundations, constructing roads and most criti-

cally unloading vessels at Lyness pier. Reorganised 
as the 19th Battalion in October 1942, the Marines 
were also a combat battalion and undertook duties 
as part of the Hoy defence force. 
 

Before the Marines arrived, only a small group of 

civilian dock workers were employed at Lyness and 

they quickly became overwhelmed by the demands 

of so many ships. To avert the crisis, a detachment 

of 140 Marines were put to work loading and 

unloading cargo, a task that they had never been 

trained for. Two Royal Engineer officers were 

‘borrowed’ from the Army to instruct the Marines 

whilst on the job and by 1942 the detachment had 

become so proficient that they were discharging 

mixed cargoes from ships at an average of 33½ 

tons per hour. On 24th April 1943 the outstanding 

contribution made by these men was finally recog-

nised when they were officially graded as Class II 

stevedores, entitling them to increased pay. 

It has been quite an eventful couple of 
months here in Aberdeen. I have been 
spending a lot of time reading a fantastic 
historical document from the National 
Archives at Kew in London.  
 
ADM116/5790 ‘History of the Fleet Base 
– Scapa Flow 1937-1946: Inception & 
Development’ is a collection of reports 
compiled by the Admiral Superinten-
dant for Orkney P. MacNamara at the 
end of WWII. The document was pro-
duced as a history of the Fleet Base and 
is a fascinating read, I highly recom-
mend it. I will try and share some of it 
with you through these blether articles 
but if you’d like to consult it yourself 
then there is a paper copy held at the 

Scapa Flow Visitor Centre & Museum or 
a microfilm copy in the Orkney Archives 
in Kirkwall (ref: D1/119). 
A couple of weeks ago I visited the Na-
tional Collection of Aerial Photographs 
(NCAP) housed at the Royal Commis-
sion on Ancient & Historic Monuments 
of Scotland (RCAHMS) in Edinburgh. 
NCAP have photographs of Hoy taken by 
the RAF during training sorties between 
1946 and 1949. These images are very 
useful for identifying the remains of 
wartime sites and I was able to find 
more than 15 sites that aren’t recorded 
in archaeological databases. I am plan-
ning to visit these locations over the next 
year and hopefully, with a little local 
help, record what survives. 

HERITAGE MATTERS 

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Gavin Lindsay 

The National Archives, ref. ADM116/5790 

The National Archives, ref. ADM116/5790 



SPOTLIGHT ON THE MARTELLO TOWER 

The next few 
years, mark 
some very im-
portant mile-
stones in British 
and World his-
tory. Next year 
is the one hun-

dred anniversary  of the outbreak of the First 
World war, this leads into a whole series of 
events, that will be held nationwide, and in 
some cases, across the world. 

Historic Scotland will be playing a major part 
in celebrating these anniversaries throughout 
Scotland. However we do not have to look 
that far ahead to celebrate some important 
anniversary here in 
Orkney, the Battery 
buildings at Hack-
ness are 200 years 
old this year and His-
toric Scotland have  
planned to celebrate 
this with a special 
year long event. 

A gunner from Royal 
Regiment of Artillery 
will be on duty at the 
B a t t e r y  e v e r y 
Wednesday throughout the season and visi-
tors will be able to experience the life in the 
battery during the 1860s. There will be dis-
plays of weapons and ordnance from the pe-
riod, and visitors will be able to take part in 
the day to day activities. 

The long use of the Battery means that it is  a 
major part of the military history of Orkney, 

having been in 
use from 1813 
up until 1922, 
covering a large 
part of the Vic-
torian era of 
Empire and all 
the conflicts 
that took place 
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during this time. 

Many folk are 
also unaware 
that the Martello 
tower was used 
in World War 1, 
the site being oc-
cupied by the 
Royal Navy as a signal and semaphore sta-
tion, whilst also looking over the anti subma-
rine nets in Switha sound, which were put in 
place in February 1915. 

The Martello tower at Hackness is without a 
doubt the finest example of its kind, and 
when you consider that they were built all 
over the Empire as costal defences, and can 

be found still doing 
the job that they were 
built for. 

They can be found in 
Canada, West Indies, 
Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, the south coast 
of Great Britain, Jer-
sey and Guernsey, 
South Africa, India, 
the far East and lastly 
in Australia, this being 

the last one to be commissioned by the Brit-
ish Government in 1866. 

So you don’t have to travel the world to see a 
real iconic piece of military building. 

Come along any day between 0930 and up 
till 1730, and experience it for yourself. 

We welcome school visits by arrangement, 
and visiting groups will get a warm welcome, 
and it’s a great 
day out for the 
kids. 

Please phone 
0 1856701 727 
for further de-
tails 

Mike Webster 



the end.” 

“It was utterly amazing and worth doing.” 

“My favourite song was the Death of the Stoor-
worm.” 

“I really enjoyed the Ceilidh at the end as we 
all were able to show off our talents.” 

“The costumes were cool!” 

“It was the best day ever!” 

“I liked the juggling because it went so well.” 

“Even Radio Orkney did a feature on it.” 

“Everyone worked hard for a great final result.” 

 

Over £600 was raised which will go towards 
Class Two’s trip to Alford to race their electric 
car.  A very big thank you goes to everyone 
who helped in any way, there are too many to 
mention.  

This was indeed community collaboration at its 
best! 

All term the pupils have been busy learning 
songs, rehearsing lines and producing art work 
for their production of the Stoorworm. This story 
was written by the composer Laurence Rugg 
and based on an old Orkney folk tale. Fran Gray 
embellished his script with narrative and action.  
Both took an active part in helping to produce 
the show and accompanied the pupils at both 

performances. Added to this unique experience 
the pupils were also very fortunate to be able to 
use a real theatre and experience the glamour of 
the stage lights and grease paint!  No wonder 
this resulting in a fantastic memorable show for 
all who took part or managed to see it. 
 
 

Here are some of the pupils comments about 
the show:- 

“It’s about the drama of the death of a Stoor-
worm” 

“I liked the costume of the Stoorworm.! 

“It was amazing!” 

“The Stoorworm play was very hard and scary.” 

“I didn’t like all the practice but it was worth it in 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL NEWS 
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It's always good to see the Gable End Theatre func-
tion as it's equipped to function and offer space for an 
evening of live drama. It happened twice in March. 
 
A programme of three one-act plays, drawn from en-
trants to the Scottish Community Drama Association 
preliminary festival in Kirkwall, came first on Friday, 
22 March, the "Third Age Players" of Kirkwall Arts 
Group presenting the opening item, Say Something 
Happened by Alan Bennett.  It was one of those plays, 
originally written by Bennett for television in the 
1980s, that combine wryly gentle comment with hu-
manistic purpose. 
 

It adapted well for the stage, with its story of a social 
worker (Imogen Kerr) visiting an old couple (Robin 
Preston and Lena Lewis), intent on doing them good 
according to her briefing sheets, but inadvertently 
exposing her own uncertainties and inadequacies as 
she flounders against their common sense and stoi-
cism. The performances were particularly strong on 
character and mannerism. Diana Preston directed 
and Geraldine Davies stage managed. 
 
The Two Brothers from Stromness Academy 
Players was a folk-styled morality by Steve Fitz-
patrick originating from Norway, a narrative along 
the lines of, "There was a mother who had two 
sons ..." The son she loves best is the one most like 
herself, greedy and avaricious, and she sets him up 
with a like-minded wife. They are all unhappy to-
gether, but wild with jealousy of the other son's hap-
piness in poverty with the nice girl he marries. The 
comically gruesome plots they hatch only rebound on 
themselves and add to his happiness and wealth. 
 
Allan Craigie was the narrator to guide us through, 
Ruth Miller and Mary Phillips the brothers and Harvé 
Symons the mother. With a doubling of one or two 
roles, other parts were taken by Leona Gray, Berna-
dette Charter, Ingrid Kerr, Kathy Hunter and Millie 
Wilson. Emma Grieve directed, assisted by Deborah 
Stead. The element of the grotesque was entertain-
ingly done, though if a way could have been found to 
keep the narrator as a constant on-stage presence 
(rather then one who was on and off), it would have 
tightened the action. 
 

The third play was the newest home-grown entry 
from the Hoy and Walls Entertainments Group, 
Lindsay Hall's Cheese, a two-hander which evokes the 
world of old-time variety in the twisted tale of Dick 
Cheese (Lindsay Hall himself), a broken-down come-
dian (who had never been much good actually) who's 
dictating his memoirs to be ghosted by a young jour-
nalist (Phemie Matheson). Rivalry and skulduggery 
turn out to have been the ever-darkening themes in 
his life, illustrated by flashbacks involving changes of 
costume, accent and character. The overlapping of 
past and present was criticized by the adjudicator in 

Kirkwall as something in need of an expanded cast, 
but that would surely have been to miss the point of 
what was being attempted. The energy and attack of 
the two players probably worked more happily in the 
tighter confines of the Gable End than in the awk-
ward spaces of the soon to be decommissioned Arts 
Theatre. 
 

Vera Spurling directed; Mark Creed did sound and 
Sigurd Thomson lighting; Martin Phillips stage man-
aged with Chrissie Melbourne as prompt. 
 

Together the plays formed an excellent evening, con-
trasting in style and age groups, which made the ef-
fort of getting the three troupes together to perform 
on the same evening a worthwhile enterprise.  
                                                                                   
On Wednesday, 27 March, a younger age group came 
to the fore again with North Walls Community 
School presenting a matinée and evening perform-
ance of The Stoorworm in a stage production devised, 
with music, by Laurence Rugg. In this version of Ork-
ney's own great Scandinavian dragon legend, which 
tells of how the islands themselves were formed from 
parts of the dragon after its demise, the hero lad Assi-
pattle was renamed more familiarly as Jamie and 
played with authority by Stella Kirkpatrick. 
 

The rest of the large cast of 25 consisted of Andrew 
Pearson, Daniel Doherty, Matilda Simpson, Laura 
Phillips, Ben Ware and Isaac Ware as 6 brothers; Mrs 
Moira Groat as Gran (taking over the part at short 
notice); Cameron Johnson as the King; Adele Heddle 
as the Princess; Archie Cannon, Levi Thomson, Mia 
Train, Morwen Thomson, Zara Simpson and Molly 
Cannon personifying the Sea; Osmond Budge and 
Shannon Besant sharing narration; and Neve Morris, 
Craig Morris, Jordan White, Bryonie Besant, Stefany 
Besant, Nuala Cannon, Fergus Pearson and Shannon 
Besant (again) as suitably alarmed villagers, whether 
in fear of the dragon's approach or of being consumed 
as sacrificial victims. 
 

Laurence Rugg's music had a rhythmic drive that the 
children responded to quite naturally in their move-
ments and singing, under the direction and choreog-
raphy of Fran Gray and Sue Whitworth. The effective 
simplicity of the set by Peter Gray and Paul Tiney's 
lighting added to the way the story worked, alongside 
Liz Train's input on make-up. Behind the scenes, Ma-
gus Thomson and Martin Phillips stage managed; 
Hazel Morris did front of house and the Parent Coun-
cil, with Margaret Heddle's help, dispensed tea and 
coffee to add to the welcoming atmosphere. 
 

The overwhelming impression of the production was 
one of ceaseless movement on stage, a rapport spill-
ing over from cast to audience and no performer 
holding back.   They had served Orkney's foundation 
myth well and given much enjoyment.      
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CLASS 2 TROOT PROJECT REPORT 2013 
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Away back at the beginning of Term 3 (January), 

Class 2 got some trout eggs from Jim Erskine so 

that we could take part in the Troot in the Shed 

project.  Everyone was very excited about it since 

some of us did a similar project a few years ago 

and we were really looking forward to taking part 

in it again.   

First of all we had to prepare a tank in the shed – 

the shed is best because it is at a cooler tempera-

ture.  If the eggs and baby fish (alevins and fry) 

get too warm it can kill them. We put the eggs in 

the tank carefully.  We had to watch in case the 

eggs went white.  That meant they had died.  We 

were fortunate though, because not many of them 

died.  Out of our total of 300, only about 40 didn’t 

survive.  We think it’s possibly because they had 

to make an extra journey across to North Walls on 

the boat. 

We had to check on the eggs frequently, recording 

the air temperature and water temperature, and 

whether any had died.  If they had, we had to re-

move them from the tank within 24 hours. As they 

grew, we noticed that their yolk sacs started to 

shrink.  The yolk sac contains the food that they 

use when they are first hatched.  At this stage, 

they are approximately 1.5cm in length. 

They were very small and their eyes looked gigan-

tic.  They wriggled in the corners of the tank – 

probably trying to hide among the stones.   

There is a microscope in the science room so we 

used that to examine them closely.  It was fasci-

nating to see them so close up. When they got 

older, their colour turned darker and we noticed 

that their yolk sacs had almost disappeared.  At 

that stage they start being called fry and they 

come up to the surface to look for food. 

Almost at the end of the project we took a walk to 

the Ore Burn to release them.  Everyone had a 

shot of scooping out a net with between 5 and 20 

in it, and transferring them to a bag of burn water 

that we had at the ready.  The reason we do that is 

so that there is not too big a change of tempera-

ture, and so that they do not fall in from too high a 

height. We took great care handling the troot as 

they were very small. Now that they are in the 

burn, the survivors will probably stay under the 

brig until they’re a bit bigger and then they will 

head to the sea. 

We learnt about life cycles and we can now com-

pare the trout life cycle to the human life cycle 

and other parts of nature. We would like to say 

thank you to Mr Erskine and the Orkney Trout 

Fishermen’s Association for preparing the whole 

project and involving us in it.  We hope to do it 

again. 

Residential workshop with artist Charles Shearer 
The workshop will be an opportunity to focus on drawing and printmaking inspired by the land-
scape and location of Hoy and an accompanying programme of related events, talks and films.  
Fee £140.00 inclusive of travel, accommodation, meals (breakfast, lunch, dinner and refresh-
ments) and materials. NB Through support from OIC Orkney Arts Education Network there 
are four places available at a reduced rate of £50 for school pupils (16 years +) and full-
time students. 

Levi showing the fry in their temporary accommodation  

Craig scooping the fry from the acclimatised water  



GABLE END THEATRE 

SPRING/EARLY SUMMER PROGRAMME 2013 
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APRIL 

Fri 19    FILM: FRANKENWEENIE (Cert. PG)   Tim Burton returns to his gothic mode of anima-
tion in this beautifully witty tale of a boy bringing his beloved pet dog back to life with some wild 
consequences. 

MAY 

Fri 3  NOTE CHANGE OF DATE MUSIC: NORDIC FIDDLERS BLOC, 8pm  As 'The Nordic Fid-
dlers Bloc' Olav Luksengard Mjelva (Norway) Anders Hall (Sweden) and Kevin Henderson 
(Shetland) combine their talents to bring you music from all three regions in an exciting, innova-
tive, and emotive performance. LICENSED BAR FROM 7pm; TICKETS £10, ACCOMPANIED 
UNDER-16s £1 

Fri 10     FILM: SILVER LININGS PLAYBOOK (Cert. 15)   Jennifer Lawrence (who we last saw 
in the excellent Winter's Bone) won Best Actress Oscar for her role as a troubled young woman in 
a relationship with a troubled neighbour (Bradley Cooper) in this quality comedy-drama.   Robert 
de Niro also stars. 

Fri 17     FILM: LIFE OF PI (Cert. PG)   Ang Lee was awarded Oscar for Best Director for his 
highly imaginative adaptation of the Booker Prizewinning novel about the boy adrift in an open 
boat with a tiger for company. 

JUNE 

Sat 1 MUSIC: THE NEW BUDAPEST CAFÉ ORCHESTRA A return of the acclaimed gypsy-style 
band that wowed the Gable End a few years ago.  Described as "the finest purveyors of Balkan 
music this side of a Lada scrap heap", The New Budapest Café Orchestra play powerful and driv-
ing folk-based music from Eastern Europe, inspired by the music of European gypsies. With four 
fabulous players of violins, guitar, accordion, double bass, saz & balalaika the New Budapest Café 
Orchestra plays an impassioned but often tender mixture of Hungarian Czardas, Russian and 
Ukranian folk songs, and dances from Romania and Bulgaria, as well as their own electrifying 
compositions.  

Sun 2  MUSIC: THE NEW BUDAPEST CAFÉ ORCHESTRA at STROMNESS TOWN HALL  Th i s 
band is so fantastic, the Gable End Theatre are promoting them in Stromness –spread the word 
to all your Mainland friends, and/or come and join us for a second night. 

Fri 7  FILM: BABETTE'S FEAST (Cert. U)   In a Classic Revival slot, this Oscar winner from 

1987 (Best Foreign Film), reissued in a restored version, is back on the big screen with its tale of 

a sumptuous feast prepared by a refugee housekeeper for the austerely religious community 

with whom she has found shelter.  

Sat 15  MUSIC: JACK KIRKPATRICK & GRAHAM LOW, 8pm A young foot stomping folk duo 

from Orkney, that put their own twist on 'weel kent tunes.' The programme will also include 

other talented young Orkney musicians. A great way to relax the night before the Hoy Half Mara-

thon! 

Sat 22  MUSIC: JOHN WORT HANNAM TRIO, 8pm Resident in Alberta, Canada, John has re-

leased five albums, captured a Juno nomination for Best Traditional/Roots album, and a Canadian 

Folk Music Award for Album of the Year. He is a powerful singer with rootsy, melodic songs, matched 

with a narrative writing style, laden with lyrical hooks. 

  A ST MAGNUS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL PERFORMANCE 

 Followed by a Midsummer Party in the Foyer Bar! 

 

Fri 28     FILM: LINCOLN (Cert. 12A)   Steven Spielberg gave Daniel Day Lewis his chance to 
land another Best Actor Oscar with his uncannily convincing portrayal of America's great reform-
ing President at the time of the crisis point in the American Civil War.  



Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Lyness Russian Memorial 

Russian visitation at 11am 

Thursday 9
th

 May. 

All Welcome  

For further details, please contact Terry Thomson 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10 am  6-7 pm 

Tuesday 2-3 pm 

Wednesday 1-2 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10 am 

Friday 9-10 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 6-7 pm every week. 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy. 

 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give  5 days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

You have something that everybody wants 
If you give it to others, they will usually give 

one to you 
Both of you will feel better for getting one 

What is it ...... a Smile! 

NOTICEBOARD 
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NORTH WALLS SCHOOL PARENT 
COUNCIL 

 
THANK YOU! 

TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED AND SUP-
PORTED COMMUNITY CUPPA 
THE AMOUNTS RAISED WERE: 

TEAS & COFFEES £105.00 
CARD SALES £130.00 

TOTAL £235.00 
 
This money will be used to subsidise travel and accom-
modation for Class 2 trip  to Alford. Thank you for 
your support. Your  kind generosity is much appreci-
ated. Special thanks to Derek and Helen Hiscoke for 
donating their beautiful tea sets and tableware which 
made this event extra special. 



Longhope Sailing Club 
Events 2013 

 
 

Saturday May 11th 
Local Regatta 

- time to get those boats in the water. 
£50 prize for the winner 

  
Saturday July 6th 
Longhope Regatta 

(to be confirmed by Orkney Sailing 
Club) 
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Wedding & Dance 
 

Stewart Walls 
Son of Mary and the late Leslie Walls, Waashjem 

&  

Heidi Shaw 
Daughter of John and Wendy Shaw 

(John lived at The Haven, Brims 1941 -44) 

 

Would like to announce their wedding, to be held at 

St John’s Kirk on Thursday 30th May 2013 at 2.00 

pm  

and a dance in the YM, Longhope on Friday 31st 

May 2013 from 8.30 pm onwards 

 

Music by Liam Muir and Co  

Bar and catering by Tam and Maureen  
 

All welcome 

 
For further info please contact us: 

Mobile: 07711697148 or email: stewseries4@gmail.com 

COMMUNITY CUPPA & CATWALK 

Following on from the success of 

Community Cuppa, the North 

Walls School Parent Council will 

be holding another Community 

Cuppa Event. This will be on Wednesday 22
nd

 

May from 7.30pm at North Walls School. 

 

Everyone is welcome and parents are espe-

cially encouraged to come along with their 

children for what promises to be something a 

bit different. 

 

Date: 1st May 2013 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls 

Centre 

Meeting of the Island of Hoy Development 

Trust 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE 

TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please con-

tact Carol prior to the meeting—701760 

DATES FOR D IARIES 

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

meeting dates for 2013 are:- 

Friday 17 May 

Friday 21 June—to consider financial applications 

Friday 23 August (in Graemsay) 

AGM notices 

Ladies Lifeboat Guild—24th April 

8pm—North Walls Centre 

Hoy Centre Committee—26th April 

2.30 pm—Hoy Centre 



February 

 

Total rainfall 68.8mm  

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

17.3mm on 13th. 

Highest max. temp. 10.2c on 27th 

Lowest max. temp. 3.9 on 23rd 

Ave. max. temp. 6.9c 

Lowest min. temp. -3.1c on 24th. 

Highest min. temp. 5.8c on 15th. 

Ave. temp. for Feb. 3.95c 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
Items for inclusion in the next (June) issue must be submitted by 5th  June 2013 
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR FEBRUARY 2013/MARCH 2013   

March 

Total rainfall 67.9mm. Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

13.7mm on 7th. 

Highest max. temp. 9.0c on 2nd 

Lowest max. temp. 2.5c on 23rd 

Ave. max. temp. 6.0c 

Lowest min. temp. -5.9c on 22nd 

Highest min. temp. 5.5c on 3rd 

Ave. min. temp. -2.4c 

Ave. temp. for March 1.8c 

This is the lowest average monthly temperature I 

have ever recorded, beating November 2010 which 

was 1.82c. We had nineteen days when the mini-

mum temperature fell below freezing point and four-

teen of those days were continuous. 

Congratulations to Peggy Johnston winner of the 

Ladies Darts Challenge Cup 2013, which took place at 
the Royal on Saturday 2nd April. 

 

 

 


