
Dates and Venues: 
 

Tuesday 29th April, 3.00pm - 7.30pm, Hoy Kirk 

 

Wednesday 1st May, 3.00pm - 7.30pm, YM 

Longhope 

 

Thursday 2nd May, 3.00pm - 7.30pm, North 

Walls Community Centre 

 

Funded by the Climate Challenge Fund. 

The much-anticipated works on the extension at the YM in Longhope are now 

well underway. The new building is sited at the rear of the hall and, when com-

pleted, will consist of a vestibule, disabled WC, a function room and a bar with a 

store area. The new extension will be timber-clad, in keeping with the existing 

building and will be accessed from the car park via a ramp with handrails leading 

to an external door with 2 new doorways linking the extension to the YM inter-

nally. A feature of the new function room will be the large double glazed win-

dows overlooking Longhope Bay giving views across to North Ness. 

 

Funding for the project has been provided jointly by The Big Lottery Fund and 

LEADER. The main contractor for the new building is R. Clouston Ltd of Kirkwall 

and it is envisaged that work on the new extension will be completed by June. 
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Welcome to the four-

teenth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The April issue includes 
news from the Island of 
Hoy Development Trust 
and Council Comment, 
together with RNLI up-
dates. 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors to 
the fourteenth issue 
and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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AFFORDABLE WARMTH SCHEME 

The IoHDT have or-

ganised three events, 

detailed below, so 

people can drop-in to 

obtain information and/or discuss the 

Affordable Warmth Scheme. 

Information on technologies and fund-

ing options will be available along with 

advice from the contracted Advisory 

Organisation - Catalyst Energy. 



The Island of Hoy Development Trust  

have recently advertised for, received 

applications, interviewed and appointed 

a Project Manager to assist in the plan-

ning, co-ordination and delivery of a 

range of projects which will contribute to the develop-

ment of Hoy. The successful applicant was Steven Rho-

des who took up post on the 31
st

 March 2014 and had 

already moved to Hoy in May 2013 with his wife Debbie 

and their two young children, Georgia aged 9 and Zach-

ary aged 7. 

 

Steven’s recent employment background has been in 

Project Management on complex multi-million pound 

programmes in the Major Utilities and Defence sectors.    

Prior to which he served a full career with the Royal En-

gineers, which provided the opportunity to travel and 

work in many parts of the world. In addition to full time 

employment, he has also been involved in voluntary 

and community work and projects, both at home and 

further afield. The highlight of which was an Overseas 

Aid Project involving constructing pupil accommodation 

at a very remote school in Zambia, with which he still 

maintains close links. 

 

 

Steven’s first job is to set up the Office, at Re-

venge (First Flat) in the Naval Hall in Longhope. 

Once the office is up and running it will provide a 

base and focal point for IoHDT activity, the Fi-

nance Officer, Community Development Officer, 

Heritage Officer, the soon to be appointed Home 

Care Researcher, facilities for Trust Directors and 

Members, and of course the new Project Man-

ager. Most importantly the Office will be open as 

a Drop in Centre with a warm welcome and a 

cuppa for anyone wishing to discuss ongoing pro-

jects, opportunities and ideas for new initiatives 

which will help fulfil the Trust’s primary aim of 

developing Hoy as an economically, socially and 

culturally prosperous community. It is also in-

tended to provide regular Drop in Opportunities 

at Hoy and Lyness, on a regular basis for which 

days and times will be distributed in the near fu-

ture, as will opening times for the office. 

 

The Trust’s Directors, Members and Employees 

welcome Steven to the team and look forward to 

working together on current projects and future 

initiatives,   Steven has also stressed that he is 

looking forward to working for and with the com-

munity on Hoy. 

cation in rural areas. Some legislative changes have 
been introduced this year as part of the Children 
and Young People Bill, which is now awaiting Royal 
Assent. 
  
For North Walls the current position is that secon-
dary provision is “mothballed”. While this is a po-
tentially helpful state (and arguably better than be-
ing “closed”) it leaves the school community feeling 
perpetually uncertain about the future. 
 
Following representation by the Parent Council of 
the school to Orkney Islands Council, a group of 
Elected Members and Officers are meeting with the 
Parent Council and Community Council on Friday 
25th April. The purpose is to explore whether crite-
ria can be found for re-establishing secondary provi-
sion at the school. On Flotta, a similar proposal has 
been made with respect to primary school provision, 
which was mothballed when the school roll fell to 
zero. 
 
Councillor James Stockan 

In 2010, all of the S1/2 pupils at North Walls 
opted to transfer to either Stromness Academy or 
Kirkwall Grammar School for their secondary edu-
cation. The reasons given at the time included ac-
cess to a wider range of opportunities, larger peer 
group and more social networking opportunities. 
  
In each of the subsequent years, pupils have had 
the same range of choices (daily travel to either 
Stromness or Kirkwall; taking up residence at 
Papdale Halls) when making the transition from 
P7 to S1. 
  
While consideration to undertaking formal consul-
tation over the future (and possible closure) of the 
secondary department at the school began, this 
stopped when the Council agreed to imposing a 
moratorium on school closures. 
  
The moratorium was introduced pending the out-
come of the work of the Rural Schools Commis-
sion. The report (published in April 2013) made a 
series of recommendations on the delivery of edu-

INTRODUCING IOHDT’S NEW PROJECT MANAGER 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—PROVISION OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 
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NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—ON THE BEACH 
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Despite the date being put back a couple of times, the mu-
seum and cafe are now finally open for the season. The 
reason for the delay was to allow for the removal of the 
flue stacks, which had become unsafe. These have now 
been removed and are in storage awaiting repair and rein-
statement. A new attraction for this season is the display of 
small boats from the museums' reserve collection. These 
are currently on show in the Romney Hut, which was built 
as a boat store in 1944. The display includes a new infor-

What a great bunch of school children 
we have on our island. I was down on 
the beach with them last week and they 
impressed me greatly. As part of an on-
going school project on the marine envi-
ronment and to tie in with us getting our 

Pick Up 3 Pieces bin, it was time for them to take a 
closer look at our lovely beach at the Ayre. 
 
Well, a bunch of lively kids let out of school and taken 
to the beach, to me spells bedlam. I thought they would 
kick their heels and scatter to the four corners of Aith 
Hope. How wrong could I be. Under the guidance of 
their teachers Moira and Cameron, with Sarah and 
Olivia helping out too, they got straight down to the 
task in hand which was looking at the rubbish that had 
washed in and picking some of it up.  
 
They were so busy filling their bags and above the 
happy chatter I did hear some significant snippets of 
their conversation. Two girls sat and diligently searched 
one patch of seaweed for all the bits of plastic and after 
a while I heard one say: 'Look its not just on the top (of 
the seaweed) but it's inside too and pooh it stinks in 
there!' Undeterred by the smell, they carried on and fin-
ished their patch. One little boy pulled up a mighty long 
length of thick rope and said : 'There, that won't get 
caught on a duck’s leg now.'  
 

 
When the bags were full and dumped in the bin it was 
time to go. As they climbed onto the bus one little girl 
ran back to the bin. She had spied a small piece of 
string dropped on the ground. Quick as a flash she 
picked it up and together we threw it in with all the 
other rubbish. These children are the future of this 
island and they seem to care and are beginning to un-
derstand about important environmental issues. I think 
the teachers and assistants have done a good job both 
in the classroom and on the beach. The children were 
wonderful, they're not angels but great determined 
youngsters and they tried hard in their own way, we 
should all be very proud of them. 
 
Mary Harris 

SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE AND MUSEUM REOPENS 

P IX GALLERY 

The PIX Gallery, Lyness (opposite the Hoy Hotel, and very convenient as you go to or from the ferry) is open again after 

our winter hibernation! Come and have a browse and a chat, and see Peter's miniature oil paintings and Fran's digital 

prints, plus loads of gifts and cards - something for everyone. There are always some new works on show.  In the Back 

Room you'll find Granny Franny's Mini Menagerie - original hand-made soft toys, including, of course, the recently dis-

covered Crockness Monster! Exclusive to PIX!  

 

Watch out too for news of crochet classes, which will be starting again soon.  

PIX Gallery opening times -  Saturday and Sunday, 12.00 - 4.30. 

mation panel about the 'Von Reuter', the restored yoles 
'Lizzie' and 'Foam', as well as some boats requiring restora-
tion. We hope to welcome back some of the volunteers 
who made such a great job of Otter Bank to continue 
working on the collection, and more exhibits will go on 
show as work progresses. More volunteers are always wel-
come and anyone wanting to get involved in the restora-
tion work should contact the museum on 791300, or email 
jude.callister@orkney.gov.uk. 



COUNCIL COMMENT— SOME UPDATES 
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LYNESS MUSEUM AND VISITOR CENTRE 

 
Although things may seem quiet in relation to the 

proposed refurbishment and capital development 

project for the Scapa Flow Visitor Centre and 

Museum, museum staff have been very busy be-

hind the scenes developing the scheme and put-

ting together funding applications to support the 

project. You may have heard that the Council had 

very good news when Historic Scotland commit-

ted £500,000 to the project which was a fantastic 

boost. The Council has also been successful in 

attracting funding of just under £27,000 from Mu-

seums Galleries Scotland for the project, specifi-

cally for the conservation and display of smaller 

and more fragile artefacts – including the ensign 

from SMS Hindenburg. 

 

In amongst the good, we have had some disap-

pointing news, with our major application to the 

Heritage Lottery Fund proving unsuccessful in 

March. However, the feedback received was ex-

tremely positive, and there was a clear indication 

that a further application would be welcomed. 

The application was very strong and the project 

was a high priority for the Committee, however, 

they had insufficient funds to be able to award a 

grant. Museum staff are now working up a revised 

application, with a reduced request to HLF, in the 

hope that a smaller ask will prove successful. An 

application is also being worked up for the Gov-

ernment’s Regeneration Capital Grants Fund, 

which is how the request to HLF can be reduced. 

 

Hoy residents will also have noticed that the two 

large steel chimneys have recently been removed 

from the Pump House. This is not the start of the 

capital project – the chimneys have been removed 

for health and safety reasons due to the deteriora-

tion of the metalwork – but it does demonstrate 

just how important the refurbishment project is 

for the museum. The chimneys have been put in 

to storage so as to enable them to be either re-

paired and replaced, or used as a template for new 

chimneys to be built. 

LYNESS UNDERGROUND TANKS 

 
With the Council now looking to implement a 

bunkering (provision of fuel) system to satisfy the 

oil and gas support vessels calling in to Hatston 

from the West of Shetland and North Sea activi-

ties, this has in turn led to renewed interest in the 

underground storage tanks at Lyness as they po-

tentially offer strategic volume storage for the 

North of Scotland.  

 

Recent inspections of the facility from Companies 

in the oil and gas industry, has led to the Council 

receiving a formal notice of interest for the pur-

poses of strategic short to medium term storage of 

marine gas oil. This in turn could create the possi-

bility for both full and part time long term em-

ployment opportunities on Hoy. 

 

The Council is currently conducting due diligence 

with interested parties with the view to reaching a 

mutually beneficial conclusion during 2014. As 

this could develop into a major news story due to 

the historical connections associated with the 

tanks, no doubt the local and national media will 

keep you updated as this interest progresses. As 

your local Councillor, I too will of course be ad-

vising you of progress. 

 

WEST PIER LYNESS 

 
I am pleased to report renewed interest in the 

West Pier which is located opposite the old Post 

Office in Lyness. This infrastructure has seen 

very little maritime activity for the last 60 years 

although it did accommodate the decommission-

ing of the ‘Isle of Tiree’ in 2009. Earlier this year, 

Council approved the West Pier as part of its 

Capital Appraisal programme (CAP) stage 1, and 

we now await a detailed business case from inter-

ested parties who have expressed an interest in the 

rejuvenation of this facility as a service base. This 

should be received by the Council in June of this 

year. Should this project proceed, this will pro-

vide additional employment opportunities and 

enhanced economic benefit for Hoy in the short to 

medium term. 

(Continued on page 5) 



ject at the moment but HIE are making sure 

any future business is not lost. The plans have 

been submitted to the council for approval.  

[The picture provides a visualisation of this 

speculative project.] 

 

Councillor James Stockan 

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS ENTERPRISE 

UNIT 

Following approvals for funding from the 

European Regional Development Fund 

(ERDF), Highlands and Enterprise (HIE) will 

be submitting a planning application for two, 

1920 sq.m units in Orkney. One will be lo-

cated on the Enterprise Area at Hatston and 

the second until will be located at Lyness. The 

units are being constructed to provide facili-

ties primarily for the marine renewables in-

dustry in terms of support for ordnance and 

maintenance and offices and welfare facilities. 

This will further consolidate Lyness as a for-

ward operating base for wave renewable en-

ergy technologies. This is a speculative pro-

(Continued from page 4) 

We will all miss Captain Fred Johnston very much and we send 
our deepest sympathy to his wife Elizabeth, his family and all 
his friends. Capt. Fred served on our vintage lifeboat the Tho-
mas McCunn and was the last surviving crew member. His fa-
ther Alfred, also served on this lifeboat and was Coxswain 
from 1946-1952. 
 
Rest in peace Freddie  
 
Photo of Captain Fred Johnstone RIP taking the Thomas 
McCunn into Longhope. With Jimmy Groat, Angus Budge and 
Jamie Wild. (Photo: Mary Harris) 

COUNCIL COMMENT CONTINUED 

CAPT .  ALFRED JOHNSTON 29TH MAY 1934—23RD MARCH 2014 
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A big event will take place in the cemetery on Saturday 31 May, 
when the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, who are 
responsible for the site, unveil some new information panels 
about the cemetery.  

Details are still being finalised, but the event will start at 11.00am. 

Look out for more information nearer the time. 

LYNESS ROYAL NAVAL CEMETERY 



The station has been rather quiet these last few 

months with the lifeboat not being called out on 

service. Thankfully people at sea  in our catchment 

area have kept themselves safe despite some ap-

palling weather. But behind the scenes the lifeboat 

crew continue with their training and recently some 

of the crew successfully completed  an update to 

the Casualty Care Course. The boat is regularly 

maintained and inspected, charts are updated and 

equipment checked. All must be ready to go imme-

diately in case that pager summons. 

 

After the busy run up to Christmas the Lifeboat 

Guild has had time to get its breath back. On behalf 

of Trish, I would like to remind members that the 

AGM is on 16 April at 8pm in the North Walls 

Centre. New members are always very welcome 

and its not all hard work fund raising, sometimes 

there's time for fun and games too. Last month the 

guild took on the crew in a skittles match which 

proved to be great fun, especially for the children. 

I'm not sure who won and nobody seemed to be 

worried about that. Thank you to Grace and Ian for 

providing the hay bales, the kids had just as much 

fun playing on them.  

 

One of the sporting highlights of the year is the 

Hoy Half Marathon on 15 June. We are pleased to 

hear that two teams from the Development and Ma-

rine Planning Dept of OIC are to participate in this 

event with the intention of raising funds for the 

RNLI. One of the team members, Jill Sutcliffe con-

tacted me and said: 'We knew we wanted to raise 

money for charity and Stuart West our Planning 

Manager, who has competed before, very quickly 

nominated the RNLI as it does such a fantastic job.' 

Stuart from Manchester said: 'you never really 

think about the need for a lifeboat service when 

you are living in the middle of England. But when 

you live on a small island it really brings it home to 

you what a dangerous place the sea can be and how 

grateful we are that there are people willing to 

risk their lives to help us'. We offer the teams 

all our support and wish them the very best 

with their training. Thank you very much and 

we look forward to seeing you on Hoy soon.  

 

Finally although we have been quiet it is 

thanks to two of our crew members that To-

bermory lifeboat could continue being in ser-

vice. Jamie Wild has been standing in as me-

chanic for many weeks and Angus Budge was 

coxswain for a week. Incidentally, they were 

involved in 4 call outs! It is due to their train-

ing and knowledge of the Severn Class life-

boat that they were able to help out. This 

week  Angus is stand in coxswain for Kirk-

wall lifeboat, we hope you have a quiet week. 

  

Stop press: Lifeboat called out on Sunday 6 

April to diver in difficulties off Hackness Bat-

tery. The crew successfully located and res-

cued casualty in under 15 minutes from their 

pagers going off. An impressive rapid re-

sponse from crew which was absolutely es-

sential in this situation. Job well done once 

again. 

LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS  

BY MARY HARRIS ,  VOLUNTEER L IFEBOAT PRESS OFFICER FOR 

LONGHOPE 
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Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope 
T: 07709 692811 or 01856 701924 E: maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

RNLI Longhope Lifeboat steaming out 

of Longhope Bay. [Photo: Mary Harris] 



known artists such as the classical violinist Yehudi Menuhin 
performed. The need for the facility was felt as early as 
1942. Since the outbreak of war the number of Naval Base 
personnel had steadily increased to well over 12,000 and 
with warship crews, RAF, Army and civil personnel the 
Lyness cinema & theatre struggled to meet the demand. 
Rear Admiral P. MacNamera therefore called for a 
‘communal hall’ to cater for the Army, RAF and Navy to 
ease the strain. 20 tradesmen and 24 labourers of 669 Arti-
san Works Company, Royal Engineers, assisted by 20 men 
of the Royal Marine Engineers built the Garrison Theatre in 
record time at a cost of £4000 (that’s £103,800.00 in to-
day’s money) using materials from army stores on South 
Walls. Once completed, the theatre entertained all service 
personnel stationed south of Ore Burn as well as providing 
a venue for training lectures. 

Perhaps one of the most distinctive WWII buildings that is 
driven past on a regular basis is the Garrison Theatre, collo-
quially known as the liquorice allsort, located just before 
the tight corner south of North Walls School. 
 

The Garrison Theatre was officially opened by the Admiral 
Commanding Orkney & Shetland, Vice Admiral Sir H. 
Harwood KCD OBE on 18th April 1944. The theatre made 
a significant contribution to the entertainment services 
available to personnel stationed on Hoy in the latter years 
of WWII. It consisted of two large corrugated iron curved 
roof halls, not unlike the Romney hut at the Scapa Flow 
Visitor Centre & Museum, attached to the concrete ren-
dered façade that still survives today. One of the halls, was 
used as a cinema and the other as a theatre where well-

balloons work. The project will run for a couple 
more weeks after Easter. My thanks to all of the 
staff who have been such a fantastic support 
throughout the project! 
 

Details of all upcoming events can be found on 
posters around Hoy & Walls, the IoHDT website 
events calendar and Archaeology Events page 
however here are a couple of highlights. Come 
along for a guided walks around the WWII 
Naval Base at Lyness, lasting 2 hours, covering a 
circular 2 mile route. Walks will be running 
every Thursday at 11am until September. The 
evening talk line-up at the Gable End Theatre 
(Wednesday’s at 8pm) should offer a little 
something for everyone. On April 9th we’ll be 
stepping back in time using archive photographs 
to explore some of the WWII sites and structures 
around Hoy & Walls. On May 7th we’ll be revis-
iting the Rinnigill complex with fresh insights and 
theories about the various buildings there. June 
4th is an Operation Overlord (D-Day) special 
looking at some of the ways in which Hoy was 
involved in the largest seaborne invasion ever 
mounted. 

As many readers will have been aware from the 
various posters and radio notices, last month was 
a busy time with the launch of the events pro-
gramme. The first talk at the Gable End was well 
attended and it has been wonderful to see so 
many coming along to the drop-in sessions, par-
ticularly at the Hoy Kirk. Thank you to all who 
have taken such an interest, I’ve very much en-
joyed the chats, hearing the stories and looking at 
the interesting objects that some have brought in. 
 

March was also busy with the North Walls School 
Project which some parents may have heard 

about from their chil-
dren. The pupils (and 
staff!) have had a great 
time learning about 
archaeology and 
WWII, the remains 
that can be found 
around the school and 
how to document and 
research them. A par-
ticular favourite has 

been the activity based learning on how barrage 

HERITAGE MATTERS :  

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Gavin Lindsay 

© SCRAN 

© OLA, ref. L1855-1 



 
 
 
 
 
 
News just in as we go to press: the Screen Machine returns for an islands tour of 

Orkney at the end of April, and will be on Hoy at North Walls School on Friday, 2nd 
May, and Saturday, 3rd May. The planned programme for Hoy is as follows: 

 
Friday, 2nd May 
1.30 to 2 p.m.: Educational session 

5.30 p.m.: Frozen (cert. PG): the latest Disney musical animation triumph, based 
on Hans Christian Anderson's "The Ice Queen" 

8.30 p.m.: Cuban Fury (cert. 15): comedy in which an overweight bachelor (Nick 
Frost) rediscovers his inner salsa dancer in the cause of love 
 

Saturday, 3rd May 
10 a.m.: The LEGO Movie (cert. U): a brilliantly inventive animation with something 

to offer all the family 
2 p.m.: Twenty Feet from Stardom (cert. 12A): Oscar-winning documentary about 
the backing groups to the stars of rock and pop, their aspirations and disappoint-

ments 
5 p.m.: The Grand Budapest Hotel (cert. 15): Wes Anderson's colourful story of a 

mountain hotel and its concierge, M. Gustave (Ralph Fiennes), embodying a slice of 
history 
 

Note that the 5 p.m. start on Saturday is to avoid overlap with Sarah McQuaid's 
concert that night at the Gable End Theatre at 8 p.m. 

 
Watch out for posters for further details. 

The Funding committee for the Hoy Com-

munity Fund met in February 2014 and ap-

proved grants for:  

 

Funding for swimming training course—

£300 (North Walls Centre) 

Flags, storyboards and landscaping for the Arctic Convoy 

Memorial—£1950 (IoHDT on behalf of the Friends of the 

Arctic Convoy Memorial) 

Funds to employ three part-time staff—£5432 (Friends of 

the Hoy Kirk) 

Contribution to the funds for the school trip to Abernethy—

£150 (North Walls School) 

RETURN OF THE SCREEN MACHINE 

GRANTS AWARDED FROM THE HOY (TURBINE) COMMUNITY FUND 
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 Grant applications can be made at any time, and forms 

are available from Jayne Traynor (701266), email 

jayne492@btinternet.com . Jayne is also happy to an-

swer any questions about the fund and help with filling 

in the forms. 

 

Volunteers from the community are still needed to sit 

on the panel which assesses the applications that are 

received and to recommend whether funding should be 

granted. If you are interested in getting involved, please 

contact Jayne or anyone on the IoHDT board. The Fund-

ing committee will be meeting approximately every 

three months. 



– that have caught my attention. I look for ways of 
reassembling these which are true to the moods 
and colours we too often take for granted. The 
‘Grecian Light’ of the north still makes me catch 
my breath.” 
 
Artist and former museum curator, Bryce Wilson, 
has this to say: “I am lucky enough to possess and 
enjoy several works by Chloe Jowett. She brings 
to Orkney a fresh and individual eye, both for the 
drama of the ever-changing light and the patterns 
of human activity by land and sea.” 
 
Chloe’s work has been seen in mixed and one-
person shows, and collected by local people as 
well as visitors. Her latest exhibition is on view 
from 5th to 26th April. The Orkney Museum is 
open Monday to Saturday, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm, 
1.30 pm – 5 pm. Admission is free. 

This April the 
Orkney Museum 
is celebrating the 
approach of 
summer with 
“Orkney Im-
ages”, an exhibi-
tion of paintings 
and drawings by 
well known local 

artist Chloe Jowett. 
 
Chloe studied at Edinburgh College of Art under 
such luminaries as Robin Philipson and first vis-
ited Orkney some 45 years ago. She bought a little 
cottage in Longhope, her base for many painting 
trips, before moving there permanently 17 years 
ago. 
 

Her work is 
vibrant and 
colourful, as 
she explains: 
“In Orkney, it 
is the compo-
nents of the 
landscape – 
rocks, sky, sea, 
fenced fields 
and moorland 

ORKNEY IMAGES EXHIBITION BY CHLOE JOWETT 
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Our Creative Scotland grant is com-
ing to exciting fruition as the up-
graded systems continue to be in-
stalled. 
 

 
The new projector and HD players are in position. 
The new large screen is in place, set further back 
on the stage than the old one, to create a more re-
cessed effect within the proscenium. The Dolby 
sound system is rigged up and Jan reports there's a 
mountain of remotes in the lighting box. A new 
link with the projector will provide a facility for on-
stage lectures.  
 
The complexity of the interactions of the surround 
sound system have continued to be a challenge in 
setting it to work as it's meant to be heard with 

GABLE END UPDATE 

individual sounds coming from the right direction. 
A particular blip also happened when our suppliers 
sent us the wrong speakers. Replacements are on 
the way together with whatever else is needed.  
 
Sigurd Thomson is constructing two new speaker 
stands that can be bolted between floor and ceiling 
within the proscenium arch. Insulation for the 
space under the stage is here and waiting for a 
work party to be convened shortly. 
 
The Gable End Theatre is therefore on track to 
give an enhanced experience for shows and films, 
for those who plan and present our programmes, 
but above all for our audiences. All systems will be 
up and running by the time we show the 7 times 
Oscar winning film Gravity at 8 p.m. on Friday, 
25th April. Don't miss it! - P.F.  



GABLE END THEATRE 

SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMME 2014 
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April 

Fri 18  LECTURE: EXCAVATIONS AT THE NESS OF BRODGAR, 8pm 
 By Nick Card 
 FREE ENTRY  
 There will be a collection in aid of excavation funds, plus a themed raffle. The bar will 
 also be open, for those wishing to stay on after the lecture. 

 
Fri 25  FILM: GRAVITY (Cert. 12A), 8pm 

 A first shuttle mission, a routine space walk - and disaster strikes! 7 Oscar awards. 
 Supporting programme: Universe (1960), an influential pioneering short by the Na
 tional Film Board of Canada.  

MAY 
Fri 3  MUSIC: SARAH McQUAID, 8pm 

 A folk singer and songwriter based in Cornwall, known nationally and internationally 
 from her extensive tours, Sarah makes her first ever visit to Orkney.  
 TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16s £1 LICENCED BAR FROM 7pm   

 
Fri 9 Sir John Lavery (1856-1941): AN INTREPID WAR ARTIST by An gela 

Weight, 8 p.m. 
  Lavery's projects as an official war artist brought him to Scapa Flow. Part of the Cele
  brating Scapa Flow weekend. 
  ENTRY £5/£1 for accompanied under-16 s 
 
Sat 17   FILM: AMERICAN HUSTLE (cert. 15), 8 p.m. 
  A fast-moving entertainment about a 1970s scam with a terrific cast. 
 
JUNE 

Fri 6  FILM: INSIDE LLEWYN DAVIES (cert. 15), 8 p.m. 
  The Cohen Brothers droll and doleful tale out of Greenwich Village in the time of Dy
  lan and the Beats. 
 
Fri 13   FILM: 12 YEARS A SLAVE (cert. 15), 8 p.m. 
  Best Picture Oscar 2014: the story of Solomon Northup, kidnapped into slavery in the 
  American south. 
 
Sat 21  MUSIC: SCOTTISH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA BRASS QUINTET, 1pm 
  A lunchtime concert as part of the St Magnus Festival. The concert contrasts early mu
  sic with contemporary works, and celebrates Max's birthday with two of his pieces, 
  including Farewell to Stromness.  TICKETS AVAILABLE ON THE DOOR  
 
Sat 28  FILM: THE MONUMENTS MEN (cert. 12A), 8 p.m. 
  The squad that went to rescue Europe's art treasures from the  ravages and pillage of 
  war as Nazi Germany collapsed. 
 

Also coming up later in the year…… 

July/August: JENNIFER & HAZEL WRIGLEY 

October: ACCLAIMED DANISH FOLK BAND HIMMERLAND 

November: ‘OH WHAT A LOVELY WAR’ 

 

If you would to join the mailing list, please email gable.end.theatre@gmail.com. Details of all our 

events are posted on the IOHDT Events calendar, and advertised on our Facebook page. 



Positions: Friends of the Hoy Kirk 

 

 

 

 

Caretaker:   Duties will include:         
  

Checking the Kirk to ensure it is presentable to locals and visitors alike 
Checking the fabric and maintenance of the building 

Maintaining the ‘good order’ of all archive items that are being exhibited 

Cleaning all areas of the Kirk to include: Kitchen / toilets / entrance / vestry / upstairs research room / 

stairway and the main part of the Kirk 

Ordering any cleaning materials or items required for Kirk maintenance and the kitchen 

The above duties will be performed on an average of three days per week. The frequency will be dictated 

by the amount of visitors and the frequency of events. 

The hours will be, on average, 4 hrs per week between May 1
st
 and 31

st
 October 2014 

This position will be paid at £8.50 per hour. 

Applicants for all positions will be responsible for making their own tax arrangement as required. 

 

Archivist:  Duties will include: 

Overseeing the continuation of previous archive built up within the Hoy Kirk 
Entering all donations to the Hoy heritage Archive into the established tagging system 

All materials to be photographed / digitised 

All materials to be entered into the Hoy Heritage Archive Catalogue 

All digitised material to be transferred to the ‘Calm’ software for online access at the County Archive in 

Kirkwall and eventually via the internet 

Liaising with the County Archive, in Kirkwall, as required 

Liaising with the Friends of Hoy Kirk Heritage Officer 

Collating digital images for audio visual displays within the Hoy Kirk as required. 

The hours will be, on average, 6 hours per week 

This position will be paid at £9.30 per hour 

 

Heritage Officer  Duties will include: 

The development and management of a programme of events 
Devising and facilitating exhibitions 

Preparation of materials and mounting of heritage exhibitions. 

Promoting exhibitions and events at the Hoy Kirk with local media. 

Enabling members of the public, visitors to engage with facilities within the Hoy Kirk 

Liaising with the FoHK Archivist in the recording and scanning of all material donated to the Hoy Kirk 

Liaising with committee members of the Friends of the Hoy Kirk 

The hours will be, on average, 8 hours per week 

The position will be paid at £15.00 per hour 

 

Applications for all positions must be submitted in writing only.  The final date for submission of applications is 
21

st
 April 2014.  Applications should be submitted to:  Olivia Thomson, Secretary, Friends of the Hoy Kirk, 7 

French Road, Lyness, Hoy. KW16 3NW 

JOBS AT THE HOY K IRK 
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VOLUNTEER HEALTH WALK LEADERS WANTED 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED - VOLUNTEER HEALTH WALK LEADERS. 
 
NHS Orkney is looking to further develop the existing Orkney Walking Groups throughout Orkney to 
include all mainland parishes and isles.  
 
Hoping to recruit and train at least one Volunteer Health Walk Leader from each area, we are look-
ing for volunteers with good local knowledge and community links who are willing and able to lead 
regular, ongoing, weekly community walks in their area.  Can you help?  
 
Volunteers will receive free Health Walk Leader training delivered locally and ongoing support from 
a local coordinator.  
 
Although walking groups are open to everyone, targeted at inactive adults, Volunteer Health Walk 
Leaders, help individuals to become and stay active through led health walks and the promotion of 
independent walking activities.  
 
Benefits of being a Volunteer Walk Leader include:  
 
Learn new skills, 

Play a bigger part in your community,  

Have increased motivation and gain a sense of achievement,  

Boost career options,  

Develop a new interest,  

Meet a diverse range of people,  

Be a role model for friends, employer and family,  

Improve your communication and interpersonal skills,  

Improve your confidence and well being,  

Enjoy more fresh air,  

Explore your local area,  

Improve your own physical and mental health.  
 

 
If you have any questions or are interested in becoming a Health Walk Leader please con-

tact Jessica Jones. Orkney Walking Groups Coordinator. Health Promotion Department, Bal-
four Hospital, Kirkwall, Orkney. KW15 1BH;  Telephone: 01856 888180 or Email: jessi-
cajones@nhs.net  
 
 

 
For further information please go to: http://www.pathsforall.org.uk/pfa/training/volunteer-
walk-leader-training.html or pathsforall.org.uk for more background reading. 
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Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

If you don't know where you're going ... 

then any road will take you there.  

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community School, except 
where noted meeting dates for 2014 are:- 

Friday 16 May 6:45 pm - General meeting 

Friday 13 June 6:45 pm North - Finance meeting 

Friday 22 August 6:45 pm - General meeting (in Graemsay) 

Friday 14 November 6:45 pm - General meeting  

Hoy Centre Committee 

General Meeting 

9th May at the Hoy Centre 

7—9 pm 



 

 

Open from 1st May 

Monday to Saturday 

9.30am to 4.30pm 

Call in and take a look at the beautiful hand made 

items for those special gifts and Hoy Hampers 

 ladened with Orkney produce.  

 

Just 1/2 mile from the Lyness  

Naval Cemetery 

 

Emily Smith & Helen Hiscoke 

01856 791098—www.wildheathercrafts.co.uk 

LONGHOPE LIFEBOAT GUILD 
EVENTS 2014 

 
WEDNESDAY 16TH APRIL 

AGM AT NORTH WALLS CENTRE 
 

SUNDAY 6TH JULY 
LIFEBOAT OPEN DAY AND CREAM TEAS 

AT THE SHED 
 

FRIDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 
 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR. 

Scapa Flow Visitor 

Centre and Museum 

 
OPENING TIMES 

 
Late Spring Opening - 19 April (Easter 

Saturday) to 30 April (Closed Easter 

Sunday) 

Monday – Saturday: 9.00am – 4.30pm 

 

Lyness, Hoy, Orkney 

Telephone: (01856) 791300 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

Longhope Sailing Club 
Events 2014 

 
 

Saturday May 17th 
Local Regatta 

- for local boats only, thereafter every 
Friday evening and/or Sunday after-

noon points racing 
  

Saturday July 12th 
Longhope Regatta 

 
Saturday August 23rd  
Fishing night & BBQ 

ROYAL HOTEL 

LONGHOPE 

 EASTER SATURDAY 

19TH APRIL  

A children’s Easter  
bonnet parade at 5pm  

followed by an 
Adults’ fancy hat party 
from 8pm onwards.... 

Dancing in the Hoy Kirk 

May 16th 

18.30 to 21.40 pm 

 

An evening of Scottish and Ceilidh dancing 

Supper and a raffle 

 

Proceeds to be split between Hoy Kirk and 

Orkney Traditional Dance Association 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2014 

Total rainfall 151.5mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 33.3mm on 28th. 

Highest max. temp. 9.1c on 7th. 

Lowest max. temp. 5.7c on 30th 

Ave. max. temp. 7.66c 

Lowest min. temp. –0.1c on 23rd 

Highest min. temp. 7.4c on 7th. 

Ave. min. temp. 3.67c 

Ave. temp. for Jan. 5.66c 

 

 

February 2014 

Total rainfall 122.0mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 25.5mm on 5th. 

Highest max. temp. 9.7c on 20th. 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (June) must be submitted by 5th  June 2014 
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WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITI

ES .CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

WEATHER ROUND UP FOR JANUARY ,  FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2014 

Date: 30th April 2014 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Meeting 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Debs 

prior to the meeting 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

Lowest max. temp. 5.5c on 18th. 

Ave. max. temp. 7.38c. 

Lowest min. temp. –0.6c on 21st. 

Highest min. temp. 5.6c on 3rd. 

Ave. min. temp. 3.03c. 

Ave. temp. for Feb. 5.20c.  

 

March 2014 

Total rainfall 67.4mm. 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 11.3mm on 18th. 

Highest max. temp. 10.9c on 12th. 

Lowest max. temp. 5.8c on 7th. 

Ave. max. temp. 9.13c 

Lowest min. temp. 0.1c on 11th. 

Highest min. temp. 6.6c on 17th. 

Ave. min. temp. 3.6c 

Ave. temp. for Mar. 6.36c. 

Ave. max. temp.  7.38c 


