
tastic reception we got when we ar-
rived at Longhope lifeboat station 
was far more than we could have 
ever believed would be waiting for 
us. We were met by people applaud-
ing our arrival, taking photographs 
and praising our efforts. We felt like 
celebrities from the time we arrived 
until the time we returned to 
Thurso”. One of the mainstays of 
their trip appears to have been cake! 

 
Ceri, whose 
walk is being 
undertaken 
in several 
stages over 
35 days, was 
there to greet 
them. She 
had just 
c o m p l e t e d 
the first two 
stages (125 
miles incor-

porating parts of the Three Choirs 
Way and the Great Glen Way) of her 
475 mile trek. Ceri’s father, George 
was also present and it was his long 
association with Longhope (South 
Walls) that led to the challenge. 

Members of the Lifeboat Committee, 
crew and Ladies Lifeboat Guild 
helped the girls to consume a lovely 
buffet supplied by the Stromabank 
Hotel and a cake baked by Jo Will. 
 

If you would like to help them to 
reach their fundraising target of 
£3500, you can find details of how to 
donate on their website http://
longhope2longhope.wordpress.com/
sponsor-us/. 

 

All best wishes to Ceri as she contin-
ues her walking challenge! 
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Three Girls 

Two Villages 

One Goal! 

 

 

The three girls are Ceri Watkins, Sue 
Smith and Angela Hamer; the two 
villages are our very own Longhope, 
here in South Walls, and Longhope 
in Gloucestershire, between which 
there has been a long standing link 
since the tragic lifeboat disaster in 
1969; and the goal—to raise shed 
loads of money for the RNLI and 
Longhope Lifeboat Museum by cy-
cling (Sue and Angela) and walking 
(Ceri) from Longhope to Longhope. 

On 3rd August, the cyclists arrived at 
Longhope Lifeboat Shed after a gru-
elling 11 day trek covering some 800 
miles through varying terrains. 
Given the appalling conditions in the 
south this summer they were rela-
tively lucky with the weather, al-
though their initial view of Orkney 
was through a shroud of thick fog. 

Sue and Angela were elated by their 
exploits and were amazed at the 
crowd of people waiting to greet 
them at the Lifeboat shed.  On their 
facebook page, Sue wrote “the fan-

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the fourth 
issue of THE BLETHER. 

 

This Summer issue includes 
features on fundraising events 
for the RNLI, an update on the 
Longhope regatta, spotlight 
on the Gable End Film Theatre 
and exhibitions in the Hoy 
Kirk and the Hansel of Film. 

Lots of events are listed in 
Dates for diaries and the Ga-
ble End programme, but do 
check dates and times nearer 
the event as some things can 
change 

 

Thank you once again to 
all of the contributors to 
the fourth issue and for 
the use of their photo-
graphs. 

 

Contact details for further 
information or for contribu-
tions can be found on the back 
page. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

LONGHOPE REGATTA 

YOUTH CAFE 

2 

IOHDT 3 

COUNCIL COMMENT 4 

SCIENCE FESTIVAL 5 

WORKSHOPS AT HOY 

K IRK 

6 

HOY PRODUCE SHOW 7 

SPOTLIGHT ON….. . 8 

HERITAGE MATTERS 9 

HANSEL OF F ILM 10 



Saturday the 7th of July saw the unfortunate can-
cellation of Longhope’s annual Regatta due to 
weather conditions. Despite this minor setback, 
Longhope sailing club had a great day with a 
soup, mince and tattie party at the “yacht club”. 
For this, a big thank you to Alan White of the 
Royal Hotel who let the sailing club loose in his 
kitchen and who managed to feed all those who 
assisted either by cooking or serving food. This 
was followed by the usual tomfoolery post Re-
gatta celebrations. 
 
In the week prior to the Regatta Lee Thomson, 
ably assisted by members of LSC, helped pro-
mote sailing by taking some of the island young-
sters for there first experience of sailing, using 
toppers kindly loaned by Orkney Sailing Club. All 
of the bairns were presented with a certificate 

from Lee for their efforts and as not to be out 
done, the sailing club (Lee) also persuaded the 
parents to" have a go" which they all appeared to 
enjoy, well done to all the “new sailors” of Long-
hope. 

At the post Regatta celebrations, Longhope sail-
ing club also made a special presentation , of a 
bespoke Cup from the factory of Messrs Brad-
shaw and Johnston, for outstanding services to 

LSC in the field of high quality boat repairs to 
Ronnie Sinclair and his able assistant Zoe. 
 
As always there are many folk who help at Re-
gatta time to which the Sailing Club are grateful - 
we really couldn't do it without you!  It was good 
to have folk from Dundee Sailing Club as well as 
Orkney Yole Association, Stromness Sailing club 
and particularly Richard Lambert for their efforts 
in coming all the way to Longhope and very 
much hope to see them all again at future Regat-
tas. 
 
It has proved a “challenging” year for sailing but 
we'll be back in 2013 to do it all again and hope-
fully we'll get the weather next year! 

the new earlier start time of 

6.30pm, it is hoped that the 

young people will be able to en-

joy planning and making an eve-

ning meal at each meeting. It 

was also agreed that the Youth 

Cafe should now be available to 

the 12yr - 19yr age group.  

 

The cost each session will be 

determined by the menu chosen 

by the young people, but we aim 

LONGHOPE REGATTA 2012 

YOUTH CAFE - ITS BACK ! 
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New funding has been found 

for the Youth Cafe and it will 

be starting again on 24th 

August 2012. After a consulta-

tion with the young people last 

term it was decided that the 

Cafe sessions will run fort-

nightly, and the sessions would 

run from 6.30pm - 9pm. This 

was to fit around school work 

demands and the new earlier 

finish on a Friday at KGS. With 

to keep this to a maximum of 

£3.00 (cost of food and drink).  

 

If you are 12yrs - 19yrs and 

have not been to a Youth Cafe 

meeting before, why not drop 

in and see what we get up to! I 

look forward to seeing all the 

old faces and hopefully some 

new ones too. 

 



Grant funding, generated from the 
IoHDT wind turbine, will soon be 
available to support any projects 
beneficial to island residents - details 
of the application process will be 
available shortly. 
 
All applications made to the Com-
munity Development Fund will be 
assessed and approved by a Project 
Initiative Committee (P.I.C), com-
prising members of the Island of 
Hoy Development Trust (IoHDT). 

The P.I.C. will develop and imple-
ment the various application proce-
dures and assessment criteria, with 
help and support from the IoHDT 
Board. It will be required to assess 
the basic principles of the applica-
tion - such as fit to the island devel-
opment plan and what benefits will 
accrue to residents or groups on the 
island - before making its recom-
mendations to the IoHDT Board for 
final approval of grant payments. It 
will convene regularly, with appli-
cations for each application cycle 
circulated to committee members 
prior to meetings. The expected 
workload and commitment envis-

In July, Orkney Islands Council 
said a formal farewell to Stevie 
Mowat, the skipper and previ-
ous owner/operator of the 
North Hoy and Graemsay 
Ferry, the MV Graemsay. 

For 39 years, he has been ferry-
ing passengers, goods and live-
stock between Stromness, 
Graemsay and North Hoy, in all 
weathers. Stevie and his wife-
Jean have been employees of 

Orkney Ferries since 2004, 
although he had been con-
tracted to Orkney Ferries 
since 1996 when he was pro-
vided with the MV Graemsay.   

All the residents of Hoy and 
Walls were sad to see him 
retire but wish him a very 
happy retirement. 

Information and picture from 
the Orkney Ferries website. 
www.orkneyferries.co.uk 

accepted. Submitted 
items can  be offered for 
sale or simply exhibited. 

Free art and craft work-
shops will take place 
throughout the exhibi-
tion, details of which 
can be found on page 6 

of THE BLETHER). 

The exhibition will run 
from 18th to 31st Au-
gust 2012, alongside the 

HOY ART & CRAFT OPEN EXHIBITION 

current show 'Silver Lin-
ing' of Hoy clouds by 
Rackwick weatherman 
Jeff Clark. 

Contact Rebecca on 
850459 or at hoyheri-
tage@btinternet.com if 
you would like more 
information or help de-
livering work.  

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED FOR PROJECT INITIATIVE COMMITTEE (P.I .C) 

STEVIE MOWAT RETIRES 
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aged will likely not be significant. 
 
The P.I.C. will be an important 
committee in island development, 
responsible for decisions involving 
the allocation of significant sums 
from the Community Development 
Fund to support a diverse range of 
worthy projects. 
 
If you would be willing to serve as a 
member of the P.I.C., or have any 
further questions, please contact 
Jayne Traynor (Community Devel-
opment Officer) Telephone: 01856 
701266 Mobile: 07914745142 or 
07787975877 

The Hoy Kirk is inviting 
artists and craft workers 
to submit works to the 
Hoy Art and Craft Open 
Exhibition. 

The organisers would 
like artworks or crafts to 
be delivered to the Kirk 
by Friday 17th August. 

Open to artists and craft 
enthusiastics throughout 
Orkney, all works will be 



COUNCIL COMMENT—NEWS FROM OUR COUNCILLORS 
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Policy, Procedure and Process 

 
It’s been eight weeks since I typed my last 

piece – how time flies when you’re enjoying 

yourself! The new council has been through a 

full cycle of meetings and the 2012 intake 

have been given a taste of what lies ahead. 

We are now in our third week of recess – 

something that really disappointed me when I 

was first elected in 2007. Having been 

through an inaugural cycle of meetings I was 

impatient for the next cycle to try and get a 

better handle on how the system worked, and 

to have a go a fully participating in debates 

and discussion. No matter how you think you 

are prepared for being a councillor the first 

meetings are always daunting. You really do 

look forward to being better prepared and 

more relaxed for the next round. However, 

having seen how the system works, and the 

processes involved, you begin to appreciate 

the need for a ‘summer break’. With officials 

on holiday, reports can’t be prepared so read-

ily, meetings can’t be convened so easily and 

council procedures become even more drawn 

out. We all need a chance to charge our bat-

teries in preparation for the coming nine 

months. 

 

The contentious issues of the past two 

months have been well covered in the local 

press with the proposed Ballast Water Man-

agement Policy and wind turbines filling 

plenty of column inches. Although County 

wide issues, both have a real relevance to 

Stromness and the South Isles. Maurice, 

James and I have had long discussions on the 

subjects. 

 

At the moment we seem to be between a rock 

and a hard place with the Ballast Water 

Management Policy. The current policy, 

which nobody has had any real issues with in 

the past, is being declared not fit for purpose. 

The proposed policy, although on the surface 

more in keeping with incoming legislation, 

has raised numerous concerns regarding the 

discharge of diluted ballast water directly 

into Scapa Flow. National agencies are scru-

tinizing what is being proposed and there is 

likely to be an input from Scottish govern-

ment officials. I firmly believe that there is 

no urgency to make a decision on this par-

ticular issue and that councillors need more 

time, and more information, before coming 

to a conclusion. 

 

On the subject of wind turbines, James and I 

have long held the opinion that the current 

planning guidance needs to be re considered. 

This will be happening over the coming 

months, as has been highlighted in the press. 

The Scottish Government is in favour of the 

erection of domestic size turbines and we’re 

all aware of the need to produce ‘green en-

ergy’. However, the proliferation of ma-

chines, and the cumulative effect they are 

having on the Orkney landscape, is becoming 

an issue. The number of applications is also 

causing issues in the planning system. Again 

input from agencies at National level will un-

doubtedly have a bearing on subsequent 

guidance.  

 

The proposed developments at Ore Brae and 

on Fara are obviously on the Stromness and 

the South Isles councillors’ radar. Unfortu-

nately the procedural processes we are ad-

vised to adhere to as members of the Plan-

ning Committee mean that none of us are 

able to become involved in specific discus-

sions regarding any planning application – 

something I will expand on in later contribu-

tions. We can listen but not comment! 

 



From the OIC website: 

The project to extend the 
MV Hoy Head has taken a 
step forward with the 
awarding of the contract 
for the works to Mersey-
side firm Cammell Laird.  

The work will increase the 
car capacity from 14 to 24 
cars or for up to three 
16.5m HGVs and 7 cars. 
This will mean the vessel 
will have the highest load 

capacity in the Orkney 
Ferries fleet. 

The £2.7m project is be-
ing part-funded through 
the Council’s capital pro-
gramme. As well as in-
creasing capacity, the pro-
ject will upgrade the pro-
pulsion and control sys-
tems and improve the 
manoeuvrability and car-
bon footprint of the ves-
sel. Although the scope 
for improvement is lim-
ited, the opportunity is 
also being taken to update 
the passenger accommo-
dation. 

Chair of the Council’s De-
velopment and Infra-
structure Committee, 

James Stockan, said: “It 
has been a long term aspi-
ration of the Council to 
meet the increasing de-
mands of the South Isles 
ferry service, by alleviat-
ing congestion and pro-
viding increased opportu-
nity to travel at the most 
convenient times. 

“I believe that the length-
ening of the vessel will 
provide stimulus to the 
local economy and prove 
to be of social and eco-
nomic benefit to residents 
and visitors to the South 
Isles. This is excellent 
news for the South Isles 
and will provide an excel-
lent improvement to the 

HOY HEAD LENGTHENING 

ORKNEY SCIENCE FESTIVAL 2012 

This years Science Festi-
val will run from Thurs-
day 6th September to 
Wednesday 12th Septem-
ber. The 2012 pro-
gramme contains over 50 
talks, plus concerts, 
ceilidhs, workshops and 
outings. Full details of all 
the events can be found 
on the Festival website  
or on facebook: 

www. oisf.org  
www.facebook.com/orkneyscience 
 
 Several events are being held on Hoy and Flotta. 
 
Friday 7th September 
7:30:00 pm 9:30:00 pm Hoy Kirk  
ASTRONOMY EVENING  
Astronomy Evening, in association with Orkney As-
tronomical Society, with speakers Maarten de Vries 
and Michael Sinclair, and stargazing to follow, 
weather permitting. The timing of the evening to suit 
the ferry from Stromness there and back. Special sup-
pers of local fare. 
Friday evening ferry from Stromness 5.45 pm, back 
from Moaness in Hoy 10 pm, details from Orkney 
Ferries 01856 872044.  
Sponsored by Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership 
Scheme 
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service ahead of a longer 
term solution being devel-
oped as the new Council 
continues to plan for its 
wider ferry replacement 
strategy.” 

It is expected that the 
boat will be out of service 
from late October for ap-
proximately four months. 

 

NB: The second South 
Isles service (served by 
MV Thorsvoe) will end on 
the 31st August 2012 to 
allow for her refit prior to 
the Hoy Head's departure 
for lengthening. 

Sunday 9th September 
1:30:00 pm 5:00:00 pm from Houton 
 
FLOTTA TRIP: WARTIME HIGHLIGHTS 
AND OIL PROSPECTS  
Take the 1.30 pm Talisman boat to Flotta for a tour 
of wartime sites with Geoffrey Stell, followed by 
talks by him and by Andrew Cattran of Talisman 
who looks at the future for North Sea oil, and then 
an island tea prepared by the community. Return 
boat departs Flotta 4.40 pm. Advance booking es-
sential. Tickets £3, with proceeds going to Flotta 
Community Association. 
BOOK NOW  
Organised by Talisman Energy (U.K.) Limited and 
the Flotta community  
 
Sunday 9th September 
7:30:00 pm 10:00:00 pm Gable End Theatre, Ly-
ness  
 
KAKATSITSI IN CONCERT  
Sparkling sounds and swirling rhythms from the 
master drummers from Ghana. Kakatsitsi are back, 
with drumming, dancing and song, drawn from 
roots in the fishing community of Jamestown in Ac-
cra. Admission £10, accompanied school-age chil-
dren £1.  
Sponsored by Orkney Ferries 



The crew of 
the Lifeboat 
and the La-
dies Life-
boat Guild 

held another successful 
open day at the Lifeboat 
Station on Sunday 5th Au-
gust.  Although the weather 
was dreich, the event was 
well attended. 

The lifeboat, local coast-
guards and the coastguard 

FREE ART AND CRAFT WORKSHOPS AT THE HOY K IRK 

L IFEBOAT STATION OPEN DAY 
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To tie in with the Hoy Art and 
Craft Open Exhibition, there will 
be free workshops at Hoy Kirk. 
 
No booking is necessary, no ex-
perience is required and materials 
are provided unless stated. Please 
bring a packed lunch. All work-
shops run between 11am - 4pm. 
Come for the day or part of a day. 
If you would like to discuss any of 
the classes contact Rebecca on 
8 5 0 4 5 9  o r  a t  h o y h e r i -
tage@btinternet.com 
 
Wool Spinning with Jan Judge  
Saturday 18th August 
A chance to work from fleece on 
spinning wheels. 
 
Painting with Pearl Sinclair 
Tuesday 21st and Tuesday 28th 
August 
Join Pearl for an informal painting 
session. This is not a taught work-
shop but a chance to enjoy paint-
ing flowers together. Bring what-
ever painting materials you usually 
use or Pearl will have materials for 
newcomers. 
 
Drawing with Diana Leslie  
Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th 
August 
 

Bring a drawing board (something 
to lean on ), a packed lunch and 
what you like drawing with. Both 
days we will cover a number of 
exercises used to limber up and 
improve our drawing skills. 
Whether you feel a bit rusty about 
drawing or confident about it, this 
course aims to break down inhibi-
tions with drawing. We will cover 
landscape and portrait drawing in 
two exercises: 
 
An investigation into the Hoy Kirk 
landscape. 
 
Through a series of drawings look-
ing at angles around the Hoy Kirk  
and the landscape surrounding the 
Kirk, this investigation allows us to 
see things that only drawing re-
veals. In this project, we will at-
tempt to link up our drawings to 
make a very grand comprehensive 
study of the Hoy Kirk and its land-
scape. Some will study the flowers, 
some the building and some the 
landscape. The drawings will link 
up to show a bigger picture. 
 
Figure Drawing 
 
Learning to draw portraits. By 
working through fast poses, we 
learn to believe what we see rather 

than what we think we see. Then with 
slower poses we see  something else. 
a bit more. 
 
Thursday- Morning: Landscape 
     Afternoon: Portraits 
Friday - Morning: Portraits 
 Afternoon: Landscape 
This may be subject to change de-
pending on weather conditions. 
 
Vintage Feel with Fiona Smith 
Wednesday 29th August 
 
Using lace, dye, scraps of vintage fab-
ric, beads and ribbon to make a small 
bag, card or gift. Suitable for hand 
and machine sewing. Use fabric, but-
ton, scraps of lace and paper to make 
simple cards and gift wrapping acces-
sories. Hand stitching or glue. Chil-
dren under the age of 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
 
Kanzashi Flowers with Fiona Smith 
Thursday 30th August 
 
Create beautiful Japanese flowers by 
folding small squares of fabric and 
gluing or stitching them together. 
There are endless combinations 
which can be used for brooches, em-
bellishments and gifts. Children un-
der the age of 16 must be accompa-
nied by an adult. 

helicopter put on an amaz-
ing demonstration, which 
included airlifting people 
from the boat and rescuing 
people from the sea. Mean-
while, the less hardy mem-
bers of the community were 
enjoying the view from the 
Lifeboat shed with a warm-
ing cup of tea and a cream 
scone! 

There was also a display of 
model lifeboats made by 

Ted Miller of Thurso, to-
gether with the obligatory 
raffle, lucky numbers and a 
whisky grid. The efforts of 
all, including the crew, the 
Guild and those attending, 
helped to raise a total of 
£475.40, with takings in the 
lifeboat shop amounting to 
a further £175. 

Thank you and well done to 
all! 



The Hoy Produce and Poultry Show was held at the Hoy Centre and Hoy Hall on 28th July, 2012. The 
entries in the show provided a bright contrast to the rather overcast conditions outside. 

 
Entries in the vegetable sec-
tion seemed to be some-
what short on last year but 
this was probably a result of 
the cold weather earlier on 
in the year. However, this 
was more than made up for 
by the vast selection of deli-
cious looking cakes, tarts, 
buns and bread in the bak-
ing section and the beauti-
ful display of  flowers. A 
large number of entries 
were received in the photo-
graphic section, with lots of 
excellent shots of sea, 
weather and animals. The 
usual selection of fine feath-
ered fancy fowl were on 
view in the Hoy Hall. 

HOY PRODUCE SHOW 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY WITH THE IOHDT 

High Level Administration 

 and Finance Support Officer 

 

Part Time Post  

Salary: £12,000 per annum - 17.5 hours per week 

The Island of Hoy Development Trust is seeking to 

appoint a part time Administration and Finance 

Support Officer to provide high level support to the 

Trust Board. This post is fixed term to 30th Sep-

tember 2013. 

 

Duties will include: 

• Providing advice on governance 

• Implementing and maintaining financial man-

agement systems 

• Ensuring the provision of accurate financial 

reports to enable the board to monitor perform-

ance. 

• Providing guidance to the board in the imple-

mentation of PQASSO. 

• Managing relationships with members, the 

community, stakeholders, external agencies and 

funding bodies. 
 

Applicants should have an understanding of, and 

interest in, community development. They should 

be experienced in financial management and busi-

ness administration, be computer literate, with 

excellent communication, organisational and team 

working skills along with the ability to work to 

deadlines, with minimum supervision. Attention 

to detail, enthusiasm and flexibility are also essen-

tial. 

 

To discuss this post, please contact Carol Lock in 

the first instance.  For a full job description and 

application details phone Carol on 701760 or 

download them from the Trust’s website http://

www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/IOHDT 

Closing date: Monday 20th August 2012 (5pm) 



SPOTLIGHT ON THE GABLE END F ILM SOCIETY 

In October, the Gable End Film Society will be nine years old. This July we showed 
our 200th film. When we started out we wondered how on earth we could make a film 
society work within a sea-locked island catchment area of just 400 souls, given the 
heavy expense of film hire and equipment. Somehow we found a formula that ran, and 
nine years along the line we are still here with a bank account modestly in credit. 
 
Showing our 200th film on 14th July was therefore a landmark justification for raising 
a celebratory glass. The film itself was a happy choice: the several times over Oscar-
winning The Artist, a one-off gem of a movie that (unlike some Oscar winners) more 
than lived up to its hype. The Artist never puts a foot wrong in its re-creation of the 
style of silent cinema and, as it takes us back to the warm heart of movie history, never 
ceases to entertain. The supporting programme from Moviola gave it the perfect lead-
in: an extract from the silent It (1927), featuring Hollywood's original "It" girl, Clara 
Bow, and the song sequence from The Jazz Singer (also 1927) where Al Jolson declared 
to astonished audiences, "You ain't heard nothin' yet", and the talkies were born. 
 
The party mood was enhanced by the audience, many members of which responded by 
dressing inventively to echo the 1920s theme suggested. For the girls the inner flapper 
came out delightfully in force. It was another Gable End evening to remember. 
 
We could never have got to where we are without the enthusiasm and backing of our 
supporters, including those who are paid-up members; grant contributions through the 
Community Council; our committee members and the selection sub-committee with 
their sometimes widely differing tastes in film aesthetics; and those others who con-
tribute in so many ways to the running of our film nights. Thanks go to them all. 
Our objective, says our Constitution, is, "The promotion of interest in cinematic art 
from around the world. To provide video and DVD projection showings and other 
film-related events for the inhabitants of South Walls, North Walls and Hoy." Combin-
ing being a film society and a community cinema is often a difficult balance to strike. 
We try to do it by building programmes that are not made up entirely of the obvious 
but contain some surprises and discoveries. 
 
"Indie", "art house", "World cinema", "mainstream", "with or without subtitles", 
"classics" are all potential grist to our mill. Where we can source them, we are inter-
ested in good films, regardless of those superficial categories. 
We now have an auditorium at the Gable End that has transformed the levels of 
warmth and comfort in which we can show films in all seasons, but need to consider 
how to improve standards of visual presentation. Our screen, having been up and 
down over 200 times, shows signs of wear and tear. The technology of HD has over-
taken our projection abilities. Should we now raise thoughts about an upgrade and the 
expenditure involved? 
 
The question will be among other items up for discussion on the agenda for our 2012 
AGM, to be held in the theatre foyer at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 19th September. All 
who are interested will be welcome. 
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ing WW2, thus playing a pivotal 

role in the defence of Scapa 

Flow. 

 

Conservation engineers have 

carefully dismantled and re-

corded much of the superstruc-

ture and the asbestos lagging has 

been removed from around the 

boiler. Work is ongoing to remove 

the existing rust and prevent fur-

ther penetrative corrosion by ap-

plying a surface treatment and 

the next phase of the project will 

be reconstruction work and im-

proved interpretation of the ob-

ject. We would like to incorporate 

local memories of the crane in 

action into the new display, so if 

you can remember the crane 

working (or even drove it!) or 

have any photographs of it being 

used during or after the war, 

please get in touch with Jude at 

the museum – T: 791300; E: 

jude.callister@orkney.gov.uk. 

Volunteers from the Friends of the 

Orkney Boat Museum and VAO 

resumed their ‘working Wednes-

days’ in May, continuing their 

work on Otter Bank, which is on 

display in the Romney Hut. Work 

this season has included removing 

the aft section of the wheelhouse, 

a later addition, and she is now 

looking much 

more like the 

bank boat so 

fondly re-

membered 

throughout 

Orkney. 

Much hard 

work is going 

into the pro-

ject. We 

even re-

ceived a visit from Willie Groat, 

who enjoyed looking through the 

Otter Bank folder and said that it 

was “good to see the old boat 

looking so good”. We have now 

given a copy of the information 

folder to St Rognvald’s House for 

all the residents to read. 

 

Finally, Bettany Hughes and the 

team from ITV’s Countrywise pro-

gramme were at Lyness on 2 Au-

gust - look out for the museum in 

the last episode of the current 

series, which should air on Mon-

day 3 September. 

It has been a busy summer at 

Scapa Flow Visitor Centre & Mu-

seum. Not only have visitor num-

bers during May, June and July 

been up on the same months last 

year, but several major pieces of 

work are underway, with more 

planned soon. 

 

During the last year, a Conserva-

tion Audit and Significance Re-

view were carried out as part of 

an Effective Collections project 

run by the Museums Association. 

This will enable us to focus re-

sources on our most significant 

objects and a visiting conservator 

will be working on some smaller 

items in the collection during the 

autumn. These reports have 

helped us to secure the backing 

of Full Council to pursue several 

projects, including consolidation 

of the steam crane in the museum 

forecourt. 

 

Now the only Cowan & Sheldon 

steam crane left in existence, it 

was used to haul out the boom 

defence nets made at Lyness dur-

and mixed responses across 
the barrows and the results 
have yet to be fully analysed. 
A substantial prehistoric house 
was discovered during the 
walkover survey. The team 
also visited the Wharness Burn 
enclosures and took a walk to 
the Iron Age souterrains and 
broch on the north coast. It is 
hoped to continue the survey 
next year. A short period of 

ARCHAEOLOGY UPDATE 

from Dan Lee of ORCA 

We were out for 5 days in May 
focusing on the Braebuster area 
and the survey that has been 
ongoing since 2010. We con-
ducted geophysical surveys 
(resistivity and magnetometry) 
on the square barrows, croft 
house sites and did some more 
walkover survey. The geophysi-
cal survey showed interesting 

HERITAGE MATTERS 

SUMMER AT SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE AND MUSEUM 
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Picture: O
rkney Library and A

rchive 

survey and limited excavation is 
planned for 3rd to 7th Septem-
ber at Cantick. The aim is to 
continue with some survey 
along the coast and investigate 
some of the other known sites 
at Cantick. 

Contact Dan if you want to help 
out and hone your archaeologi-
ca l  sk i l l s  ( 569214  o r 
daniel.lee@orkney.uhi.ac.uk).  



HANSEL OF FILM -  FRIDAY ,  17TH AUGUST ,  7 .30 FOR 8 P .M 

Orkney fiddler Lynda Anderson and Friends, leav-
ing the shores of Hoy by kayak. 
 
In the past few weeks the relay has looped 
across the country, from Anglesey to Belfast, 
from Southampton to Berwick-upon-Tweed, hav-
ing been shown in such historic gems of movie 
houses as the Hippodrome at Bo'ness, the Elec-
tric Picture House at Bristol and the Aldeburgh 
Cinema in East Anglia. It's been conveyed by all 
manner of ingenious means of travel (including 
at one point the original Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang). 
 
In June the Scottish Parliament passed a motion 
commending Hansel of Film as a truly innovative 
project that's a credit to Shetland Arts. To check 
out the history of the project, Google the Hansel 
of Film website. It's well worth a browse. The 
appeal for entries produced more than 330 short 
films from communities throughout the UK. 
Those judged the best will be screened at the 
Shetland Film Festival in September. 
 
The evening at the Gable End will be like no 
other, so help to welcome the visitors from Suth-
erland and Shetland, and come to see how it all 
develops. Instrumentalists welcome. 
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The Cultural Olympiad arrives in Hoy with Shet-
land Arts' inspired film relay project, Hansel of 
Film, at the Gable End Theatre on Friday, 17th 
August, for an 8 p.m. start. 
 
FREE ENTRANCE AND BUFFET RECEPTION 
 
We can expect a total of 22 films originating 
from Shetland, from the north of Scotland and 
Orkney, showing up the amazing variety of 
how, in a film of under five minutes, it's possi-
ble to record an event, indulge in a flight of 
whimsy, tell a story or make a point. 
 
The Hansel travels to us from Sutherland by 
mobile ceilidh, inspirited by the Halladale Film 
Club. From Hoy it will be given a symbolic 
send-off, to be taken onwards to Lerwick by 

Hansel, Handsel: a word present in both Old Norse (hansal) and Old English, and once in widespread use. Today it sur-
vives with archaic dialect meanings generally relating to a ceremonial gift or payment to mark an inaugural or auspicious 
venture. Hansel Monday was the first Monday in the New Year, when church poor boxes were opened and offerings 
distributed; it was gradually supplanted by Boxing Day, though the tradition persisted in Scotland far longer than in Eng-
land. In Essex and East Anglia a handsel was the first deal or payment a tradesman received in a day, and he was 'apt to 
spit on it "for luck" before pocketing it', says Robert Maltster in The Mardler's Companion: a dictionary of East Anglian dialect 
(1999). In The Orkney Norn (1929), Hugh Marwick defines it as a handshake to clinch a promise, but also as the word for a 
food offering given by the 'handsel-wife' to a guest arriving for a wedding. The Hansel of Film comes to us in the Shetland 
dialect sense cited by John J. Graham in The Shetland Dictionary (1979), 'meaning a gift that marks an event such as the 
launch of a new boat, the birth of a child or the creation of a new enterprise'. - P.F. 

Picture: Shetland A
rts 

PIX is a new gallery opened in Hoy by Fran Gray. The gallery is 
located in Chalet 2, in Lyness and is open on Sundays, between 
10 am and 6pm. On display are Fran’s digital artwork prints, which 
she has been creating over the last ten years. Also on show are a 
number of eco-friendly items crafted out of recycled materials. For 
more information please contact Fran on 701313. 



GABLE END THEATRE 

LATE SUMMER/AUTUMN PROGRAMME 2012 
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AUGUST 

Fri 17  A HANSEL OF FILM, 7.30 for 8pm 

  See details on Page 10 of The Blether 

ENTRANCE AND BUFFET ARE FREE. THERE IS NO BAR, BUT YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO BRING YOUR OWN LIQUID REFRESHMENTS. 

THE FILM SOCIETY WILL HOLD A RAFFLE. 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 1  THE WOMAN IN BLACK, 8pm 

  In a timeless ghost story, based on Susan Hill's best-selling novel, Daniel Radcliffe 

stars as a young lawyer who travels to a remote country house to clear up the affairs of 

its recently dead owner. He stumbles on a malign influence, apparently continuing into 

the present, which he must confront and defeat. 

Sun 9 KAKATSITSI, 8 pm 

 Sparkling sounds and swirling rhythms from the master drummers from Ghana. 

Kakatsitsi are back, with drumming, dancing and song, drawn from roots in the fishing 

community of Jamestown in Accra. 

Fri 14  THE BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL (Cert 12A), 8pm 

  A group of British pensioners is tempted into moving their retirement options to India 

at the 'restored' Marigold Hotel, with often startling and hilarious results. The 'dream 

cast' includes Judi Dench, Maggie Smith, Bill Nighy, Tom Wilkinson.  

Fri 21  BABAJACK, 8pm 

  BabaJack is an acoustic (i.e. unamplified) blues/folk band that is fast becoming one of 

the most sought after bands on the Folk and Blues Festival circuits in the UK and into 

Europe. Their sound is ‘infused with blues, but not limited by it’  and combines the 

powerful roots percussion and vocals of Becky Tate, the slide style and growling 

‘winebox’ guitars and rack harp of Trevor Steger and the double bass of Marc Miletitch. 

Wed 26 BILLY'S NIGHT OOT, 8pm 

 The annual archive film night, this year a mix of old and new on the theme of 'Made in 

Orkney' 

OCTOBER 

Fri 5  SALMON FISHING IN THE YEMEN (Cert 12A), 8pm 

 Another best-seller becomes a film with its story of a Yemeni sheik who seeks to persuade a 

British fisheries officer to help him introduce salmon into the wadis of the Yemen. 

Fri 19  WE HAVE A POPE (Cert PG), 8pm 

Wry satire from Italy in this comedy of a Vatican dilemma when the new Pope it elects 

has a collapse in self-confidence and the cardinals need to call in a secular psychiatrist 

to try to restore him to 'normality'.  



Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Flotta, Hoy and Walls football 

team are playing Sandwick on 

19th August. 

further details will be posted 

Shortly 

3 September 2012 
8 til 10 pm 
 
New season of Traditional 
Dancing in the YM Long-
hope 
 

First night will have tasters of the various 
dances that will be done over the winter ses-
sion. Come along and join in or just watch. 
 
£2 per adult and 50p per child.  
Refreshments at half time. 
 

Contact Mabel on 791359  

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10 am  6-7 pm 

Tuesday 2-3 pm 

Wednesday 1-2 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10 am 

Friday 9-10 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 6-7 pm every week. 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy. 

 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Scapa Flow Visitor Centre And Museum 

Opening Times 

Summer Opening (1st May to 30th September) 

Monday - Saturday, from 09.00 -16.30; Sunday 

- from arrival of first ferry to 16.00. 

 

Autumn Opening (1st October - 31st October) 

Monday - Saturday, from 09.00 -16.30 

 

ADMISSION FREE 

NOTICEBOARD 
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Date: 30th September 2012 
Time: 2 pm to 4.30 pm 
Venue: YM 
Hoy Dancers invites 'Bingo Players' to a fun af-
ternoon of Prize Bingo in the YM, Longhope.  
There will be afternoon teas and a raffle.  The 
funds raised will go towards the 2013 Fringe 
Event Ferry hire. 
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Pantomime 2012 

 

 

To celebrate 10 years of the Gable End Theatre, 
HAWEG are keen to make this year’s show 

something special and what could be more spe-
cial than to recreate their most successful pan-
tomime, the one that opened the doors of the 

Theatre for the first time back in 2002 

OrklaHoyma 
 

If you’d like to be involved in any way we’ll be 
having a preliminary meeting in the Theatre 

foyer on Sunday 19th August at 2pm. 

If you’re interested but can’t make that meet-

ing, please let Lindsay know before then on 
791200. 

Reels and Jigs in Hoy Kirk on 31st August 

with Lorna and Mabel teaching the dances. 

6.45 - 9.30pm. Entry on the door is £2.00 

per adult and £1.00 per child and includes a 

light supper. 

 
 

 

 

South Walls and Brims Community Association 

Island of Hoy Development Trust 

ROAD SHOW 

29
th

 August 2012 8pm 

YM 

South Walls and Brims Community Association and 

IoHDT would like to invite everyone along to South 

Walls Community Hall where you will be able to dis-

cuss the draft plans for the hall refurbishment 

 

Come along and give us your views and comments 

ALL WELCOME 

SEPTEMBER 14TH  

Longhope Lifeboat Guild 
will be hosting a takeaway 
evening from the Lifeboat 
S t a t i on .  Mo re  de ta i l s 

regarding ordering will be posted later  

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

meeting dates for 2012 are:- 

31 August 

2 November 

DATES FOR D IARIES 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 

The Gable End  Theatre Co. Ltd are 
holding their AGM. If you would like to 
get involved in running the theatre, ei-
ther as a Director of the company or as a 
volunteer, or would simply like to find 
out more, please come to our AGM.    

Date: 12 September 2012 
Time: 8 pm 
Venue: Gable End 
 
************************************ 
The Gable End Film Society are hold-
ing their AGM. All interested in the run-
ning of the film society are welcome to 
attend  

Date: 19 September 2012 
Time: 8 pm 
Venue: Gable End 



 

Contact email: ihdt@btinternet.com  

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

 

 

We are looking for regular contributors. Do you have a burning desire to write a regular column, perhaps on 
gardening or farming or wildlife? Has your club/society or charity got an event planned that you’d like to pub-
licise? Do you have items to sell or a business to advertise?  

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
Items for inclusion in the next (October) issue must be submitted by 6th  October 2012 

THE BLETHER  
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR JULY 2012  

 

 

 

 

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF HOY AND WALLS 

DEVELOPMENT TRUST? 

 

TO JOIN, ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS FILL IN AN 

APPLICATION FORM 

 

CONTACT JAYNE ON 701266 

WHO CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH A MEMBER-

SHIP FORM 

           

Rackwick’s very own 
weather watcher, Jeff 
Clark has agreed to pro-
duce a round up of 
monthly weather statis-

tics from Rackwick. Jeff and his wife Avril 
have been collecting weather data since 
1983. Their observations were sent to the 
Meteorological Office until 2008, when the 
Rackwick weather station closed.   

July 2012 
 
Total rainfall 43.3mm 
Most rain in 24hrs 6.3mm on the 22nd. 
Highest Max Temp. 21.2c on the 6th. 
Lowest Max. Temp. 11.9c on the 11th/12th 
Lowest Min.Temp. 4.2c on the 9th. 
Highest Min. Temp. 13.6c on the 5th. 
Ave. temp. for July 12.13c 

 


