
Residents of Hoy and Walls and visitors to the island now have a new 
way to travel following the introduction of the Community Bus service in 
June. The buses, run by the Island of Hoy Development Trust and 
funded by the Big Lottery, operate on a 'Hail and Ride' basis, and run 
seven days a week. They travel between Longhope and the ferry terminal 
at Lyness six times a day, meeting all but one of the scheduled ferry sail-
ings. There are two trips to Moaness Pier on a Sunday, meeting the 
morning and evening sailings from Stromness. 
 
Each bus can carry up to 16 passengers at a time, with one of the vehicles 
being fitted with an electric lift, so that wheelchair users, with prior no-
tice, can also travel on the bus.  

 
Not only are the buses green in colour, they are also green in the way 
they operate. A hybrid drive system, using both a diesel engine and an 
electric motor, helps to reduce emissions and improve fuel economy. 
 
Since the introduction of the service, more than 750 journeys have been 
taken by passengers on the buses. Holders of Concession Cards travel for 
free, with discounts being available for under -16s, return tickets and on 
the purchase of a block of 20 journey tickets. Timetables for the service 
are available at JMF Groat, Lyness ferry terminal, the 
Hoy Head and from the bus drivers. 
 
For more information, or for any comments on the 
service, please contact the drivers on 07833 777760. 

ON THE BUSES 
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Welcome to the tenth 

issue THE BLETHER.  

The August issue in-
cludes an update on the 
community buses, news 
from the RNLI and the 
lifeboat museum and 
reports on the Royal 
visit and the regatta. 

This issue features the 
usual round-up of 
events and meetings but 
please check dates and 
times nearer the event 
as some things can 
change. 

Thank you once 
again to all of the 
contributors to the 
ninth issue and for 
the use of their pho-
tographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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On July 4th, HRH The Princess Royal started her 
trip to Orkney with a visit to the Gable End Thea-
tre, where she arrived by helicopter just after 
10.00am. 
 
After being introduced to some of the theatre Di-
rectors, The Princess Royal was given a brief his-
tory of the theatre by Wright Atkinson, one of the 
founder members. The Princess Royal then en-
joyed a cup of coffee and viewed photographs of 
the recent refurbishments before touring the 
premises. She was particularly impressed by the 
auditorium where she pronounced the velvet 
theatre seats, which came from the old Phoenix 
Cinema, to be “very comfortable”. 
 
Whilst viewing the auditorium, the Princess was 
entertained by the Stromabank Pub Choir, who 

sang “Farewell to Stromness” by theatre Patron 
Sir Peter Maxwell Davies, with words by Dr Paul 
Kettle. After chatting to the choir, she moved in 
to the dressing rooms, where she met key mem-
bers of the Hoy and Walls Entertainment Group 
before talking to Matilda Simpson and Stella 
Kirkpatrick who were representing the island’s 
young musicians and actors. 
 
The party then returned to the theatre foyer, 
where Jan Witkamp gave a few words of thanks. 
The Princess was then presented with a small 
posy of garden flowers by Matilda Simpson. Fol-
lowing the visit, everyone was invited into the 
theatre, where they enjoyed a celebratory buffet 
laid on by Nora Thomson.  

for the dates in posters and the IoHDT events 

calendar. 

 

The last Friday in June we had a Reels and Jigs 

evening in Hoy Kirk - although not a large com-

pany congregated it certainly was a fun eve-

ning. A few regular dancers were joined by 

some local visitors and dancers from the 

Mainland using the Stromness to Hoy Friday 

evening ferry. There will be another of the 

same on Friday 23rd August to which you are 

welcome - come along and join in or just watch. 

Monies raised from these evenings will go to-

wards Fringe Event transport for April 2014.  

 

If you require more information, please don’t 

hesitate contact me - Mabel - on 01856 

791359. I’m looking forward to another super 

winter of dancing - hope you are too.  

 

Mabel j Besant 

Where has the time gone since 

we danced the ‘last waltz’ in 

the 2012/13 session of danc-

ing? 

 

The next session begins on 

Monday 2nd September. 

It would be good to have contact from those 

of you who intend coming along as this helps 

me in the making up of the weekly pro-

gramme. Our dancing is for fun and not an 

advancing class - you can come along at any 

time and join in. It is £2 per adult and £1 per 

child for the evening with refreshments at half 

time. We start at 8pm and stop at 10pm. That 

will be every Monday, (except for 14th Octo-

ber) until 2nd December 2013, then from 6th 

January until 28th April 2014. 

 

The next Fringe Event date is Thursday 10th 

April. A few bingo dates have yet to be set to 

raise money for the late ferry hire. Watch out 

ROYAL V ISITOR AT THE GABLE END 

HOY DANCERS NEWS 
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As an addendum to the last issue’s report on the ‘Bag the Bruck’ week-

end, numerous bags of rubbish were collected around Cantick Head by 

Nadia Schwartzmann and Tom Champagne (prior to his death in May). 

They spent several months clearing up the area, with all bags then being 

assigned to ‘Bag the Bruck’. Their efforts and those of other members 

of the Lifeboat Guild ensured that funds from the Graemsay, Hoy and 

Walls Community Council were allocated to the RNLI. 

The months of July and August have been a busy 
month for the museum. On July 13th, the lifeboat 
travelled to Thurso to attend the local Harbour 
day returning to Longhope in the evening for the 
Longhope lifeboat Station open day the following 
day. 
 
At the beginning of August the lifeboat helped 
take part in the UK NATIONAL SNIPE CHAMPI-
ONSHIP acting as committee boat. The committee 
boat acts as a race organisers platform and flag 
station for starts and finishes. The SNIPE Dinghy 
is one of the largest class of dinghy which sails in 
Orkney with over 30 boats in the county most held 
at Holm and Stromness sailing clubs. The nation-
als attracted 25 boats with some competitors com-
ing from as far away as France and Italy, the races 
eventually won by MAXIM ROMAIN from France. 
 
The SNIPE was designed in 1931, a year before the 
Thomas McCUNN was built and became very 
popular in Orkney in the 1940s to 1960s where 
most were home built. Most today are fibreglass 

and are keenly raced weekly in Holm and 
Stromness. 
 
The lifeboat proved a great success, both as a 
platform for racing and a spectacular backdrop 
to racing, to quote one competitor "in 16 years 
of racing that was the most beautiful committee 
boat I’ve ever seen". 
 

The Lifeboat Museum are planning an Open 
Day on Sunday 15th September to mark the 
launch 80 years ago of the Thomas McCunn. It's 
hoped there will be Marquees, barbeque et cet-
era and folk dressed in their best 1933 cos-
tumes. The following day (16th) begins the Mu-
seum's week in the Blue Door. Items for sale are 
still needed and offers of help will not be re-
fused.  

 

Angus Budge (with final paragraph by Lindsay 
Hall) 

LONGHOPE L IFEBOAT MUSEUM NEWS 

BAG THE BRUCK UPDATE 

TURBINE PERFORMANCE F IGURES 

Financial Year 2012/13:  Turbine performance was 95.32% of target 
 
Financial YTD 2013/14: 
April 2013  Turbine performance was  105% of target  
May 2013  Turbine performance was   75% of target 
June 2013  Turbine performance was  49% of target  
July 2013  Turbine performance was   56% of target  

 
Foot Note: 
Our project/financial model has a targeted level of performance based on the turbine site wind yield 
report. Project financing from the Co-op Bank was modelled using this report and target. Achieving 
100% of this target should allow projected operational costs to be met as well as provide a surplus 
for the community benefit fund. 
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COUNCIL COMMENT—RURAL EDUCATION—WHERE NOW? 
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In May 2011, as part of their budget setting proc-

ess, Councillors resolved that an evaluation 

should take place of the potential impact of the 

closure of Burray Primary School, Stenness Pri-

mary School and the secondary department of 

North Walls Junior High School. A month later, 

as a result of a request from the Cabinet Secre-

tary for Education and Lifelong Learning, Coun-

cillors agreed to place a moratorium on school 

closure proposals from June 2011 to allow con-

sideration of school closure legislation and other 

related matters by a new Commission. 
 

The Commission was tasked with examining 

how the delivery of rural education can maxi-

mise the attainment and life chances of young 

people in rural areas and the link between rural 

education and rural communities. OIC’s repre-

sentative on the Commission was Stephen 

Hagan. The Commission also reviewed the 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 and 

its application – this is the legislation that gov-

erns school closure. 
 

Although the Commission’s work was due to be 

completed by August 2012 its report was delayed 

to enable the Appeal lodged by Western Isles 

Council, following a decision by the Scottish 

Government to ‘call in’ their decision to close 

primary schools and the S1-2 secondary depart-

ment of a junior high school, to be taken into ac-

count. The Commission subsequently published 

its findings in April 2013. 
 

Since May 2011 school closures have formed no 

part of the OIC’s budget setting debates how-

ever, as a result of small numbers, the secondary 

department of North Walls Junior High School 

has been ‘mothballed’ with transport arrange-

ments put in place to allow parents to choose 

whether their children attend KGS or Stromness 

Academy. Flotta Primary School has also been 

‘mothballed’ due to the fact that there were no 

primary school aged children on the island. 

 

The Commission’s report is comprehensive and 

balanced. In a highly politicised topic, it doesn’t 

favour either side concluding that, although edu-

cational benefit was extremely important, its pri-

macy ‘set the bar too high’ for councils and it 

would be good enough for councils to demon-

strate that their proposals (if considering school 

closure) had a broadly neutral impact, or that 

there was no educational detriment. The Com-

mission also accepted the political wish that 

there should be a ‘presumption against school 

closure’ whilst noting that any options appraisal 

by a council should always include the option to 

keep a school open. The stress placed on a com-

munity during, and after, school closure consid-

erations was also recognised, with the Commis-

sion advocating that if a council determined, af-

ter full and thorough consultation, not to proceed 

to closure, there should be a five year morato-

rium on reconsideration of the process. 
 

Interestingly, the Commission stated that there 

should be more guidance on the concept of 

‘mothballing’ as the term has no status in law! 

The full report of the Commission’s findings can 

be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/

Publications/2013/04/5849/

downloads#res418669 
 

At its meeting on 5 June 2013, the Education, 

Leisure and Housing Committee agreed, follow-

ing deliberation of a report presented by the Ex-

ecutive Director of Education, Leisure and Hous-

ing, to take no further action at this time regard-

ing school closures, but to await the Scottish 

Governments response to the Commission’s Re-

port, anticipated interim guidance and, in due 

course, revised legislation. This decision was 

subsequently ratified by Full Council and is cur-

rently OIC policy. Since then the Scottish Gov-

ernment has gone out to consultation on the 

Commission’s findings with views sought by 

September 2nd. Full details of the consultation 

document and how to respond can be found at: 
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/newsandevents/

educationnews/2013/education/july/

news_tcm4810594.asp 

Councillor Rob Crichton  



Saturday the 6th July 
saw another wonderful 
day of sailing at Long-
hope with near perfect 
sailing conditions of 
force 4 wind and, at 
times, some sunshine. 
 
The adventures started 
early when two of the 

four Stromness Yoles encountered choppy conditions in 
Hoy Sound and were forced to return to Stromness, their 
efforts are very much appreciated by Longhope Sailing 
Club. 
 
The 17 boats that did turn up, plus the Yole “Lily” for the 
allcomers race, had a superb sail round the now familiar 
figure of eight course, with beats, from the start of the 
pier to Ethel’s buoy and from Jock Grey’s buoy to finish 
back at the pier. The wind began to freshen at the start of 
the race, which gave Lee lots of opportunity to practice 
his skills at righting a musto skiff and keeping a rescue 
boat on their toes. 
 
The first race consisted of three groups, Yoles, Snipes 
and Mixed handicap centre boards. With honours going 
to 1st place Snipe “No Fear “ and Laser “Warspite”. Of 
special note was a close fought race between Family 
Pride and Gremsa in the three sail Yole race. 
 
The Allcomers race followed with two groups, Yoles and 
mixed Centreboards. The wind by this time having fallen 
lighter and veered more to the west, and this with the 

ebbing tide, lead to 
some very hard 
work crossing the 
start line. Thank-
fully the light wind 
didn’t last and 
some cracking sail-
ing followed, with 
honours to Lily 
(two sail Yole) and 
Gremsa (three sail Yole). By the end of the racing 
the wind had freshened considerably, unseating 
Laura and Graham, as they tried to cross the finish-
ing line! 
 
Following the racing, the sailors retired to the 
“Yacht Club” for an excellent meal of Mince & Tat-
ties prepared and served by the fantastic catering 
department of Longhope Sailing Club. There then 
followed a raffle and the prizegiving. 
 
Longhope Sailing Club would like to thank everyone 
who sailed in the Regatta and, of course, those who 
helped on the day, gave raffle prizes, loaned equip-
ment and premises! Your support is appreciated 
and we're looking forward to Regatta 2014 already! 
 
In the meantime if you are interested in sailing, 
points racing and fun sails will be held every Friday 
7:30pm from Longhope Pier, new members always 
welcome.  
 

Longhope Sailing Club 

THE GARDENING CLUB PARTY 

The gardening club party was held on the 3rd August 
2013, and what a lovely afternoon it was! There was 
good company, superb food, a raffle and the legendary 
Pimms. The party was held in the beautiful garden of 
Nora Thomson who was a truly wonderful hostess, en-
tertaining us with games, prizes and old photographs. 
 
For those who do not know, the Gardening Club was 
started 26 years ago by Wright Atkinson and currently 
has a membership of about 40. If anyone is interested in 
joining the club, our meetings are held on the first Sat-
urday of each month. If you want to find out more con-
tact either Moira Groat, Sue Kettle, Teresa Bird or Jayne 
Traynor. 
 
The committee would like to thank all of the enthusias-
tic volunteers who helped put up and take down the 
marquee, Terry Thomson for his marquee, which came 
in handy during a gentle shower, everybody who at-
tended, and our biggest thanks to Nora for such a splen-
did location and welcome to all. 
 
We are all looking forward to next year’s do. 

LONGHOPE SAILING CLUB—LONGHOPE REGATTA 2013 
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Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope 
T: 07709 692811 or 01856 701924 E: maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS  
BY MARY HARRIS , VOLUNTEER L IFEBOAT PRESS OFFICER FOR LONGHOPE 
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Its quite astounding that this huge organisation, the 
RNLI, is totally funded by the people and mostly run 
by volunteers. Money collected through donations, 
legacies or from the great variety of fundraising 
events that are taking place regularly all over the 
UK. 
 

Here on our small island it is astonishing how well 
we do at raising funds. We have a really generous 
and dedicated community who continually support 
the guild and lifeboat. We can also thank those that 
visit our island. They maybe relatives, friends or 
passing tourists and many of them quietly make do-
nations or raise funds for the RNLI. 

 

We have had the incredible 
sponsored swim across the 
bay by Helen Budge. In just a 
few days she managed to raise 
£400. She swam from Long-
hope pier to North Ness in 
about 10 minutes!  
 
That swim was one of the 
highlights of the RNLI Long-
hope Open Day. Although the 
weather was rather unkind, 
people turned up to shiver on 

the pier and watch an exciting combined exercise 
with the local coastguards, lifeboat and Coastguard 
helicopter. Once the last volunteer and been safely 
winched off and on the lifeboat and Matthew had 

been rescued from the sea in a man overboard 
exercise, we gratefully trooped into the warmth of 
the lifeboat station for scrumptious cream teas, made 
and served by the guild. Jo Will made a great life-
boat cake, a prize for guessing its weight and there 
were raffles etc. going on besides. Well done to 
Stella for manning the shop once again.  
 

As you can imagine a great deal of hard work by the 
guild and the emergency services went on to make 
this day as enjoyable as possible. The total raised 

was £647.20 which, considering the horrible 
weather, was a substantial amount. There are 
many more events during the year that the guild and 
lifeboat organise or attend, to promote and raise 
funds for this charity that saves lives at sea. 
 
The generosity of people is quite remarkable. For 
example David Martin donated a staggering £1150 to 

the RNLI. David and his wife Rebecca have a cottage 
on the island which they visit regularly. It was David's 
60th birthday recently and rather than receiving pre-
sents he asked his friends and family to make a dona-
tion to the RNLI instead. That is a superb act of gener-
osity by David, his family and friends. 
 
There are also those who make anonymous donations. 
Only today I received £50 from people visiting the 
island on holiday. They wanted to contribute some-
thing to our community and thought it important to 
support our local lifeboat. 
 

Finally I would like to mention that Hazel Morris re-
cently received a RNLI Silver Award for her out-
standing contribution to the lifeboat guild. Hazel 
joined the guild in 1997 and immediately became 
Vice Treasurer. Then in 1999 she was elected Treas-
urer, a position she held until 2005. She was an active 
and supportive member until she resigned in 2012. 
Well done and thank you Hazel, your work and effort 
over those 15 years is truly appreciated by us all. 

 
So next time you see our lifeboat heading out to sea 
on a rescue, it is worth remembering that this is only 
possible because of ordinary folk like you and me. 
Whether it is as a guild member raising funds or peo-
ple volunteering to crew the lifeboat or the effort from 
people like Helen. And of course these efforts only 
work because of those that so generously support us 
by signing that sponsor form, putting pennies in the 
collection boxes, attending the sale of work, enjoying 
that cream tea or by making that donation. We hope it 
never happens but we never know when it may be us 
or our family in trouble at sea and lives may depend 
on the lifeboat being there, which depends on us, the 
people.  
 

Photo of Helen: Barry Jones; of the Guild: Mary Harris 

Hazel with members of the Lifeboat Guild 

Helen Budge 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—LEAVERS COMMENTS 
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NORTH WALLS SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 

Just a reminder of the breakfast club 

scheme. Each breakfast club costs between 

£10 and £15 which is approximately £120 to 

£180 per term. We are looking for sponsors 

to cover the costs. Any contribution is very 

welcome. If you would like to join this 

scheme or would like further information, 

please contact Sandra Atherton on 

07735326606 or 701213 

Also thank you to those who participated in 

the learning event held along side the Com-

munity Cuppa and Catwalk. There will be 

more Community Cuppa events planned for 

the autumn so please watch out for notices. 

 

With sincere thanks, 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 

I'll miss the  

school trips 

 ...Cooking with 

Mrs Groat 

I'll miss …...the 

class novel……. 

the learning wall 

… everyone at this 

school and also the 

fun and laughter 

My star moment at North Walls 

School: 

...was going on the Nethy Bridge trip 

….was coming 5th in the car trip 

……being involved in The Stoorworm 

……building the car project 

….was tag rugby 

... was moving to this school and making 

friends 

... was staying at Sleeperzzz on the 

car trip 

I’ll miss ….the Gob-

lin car project……the 

staff…….tag 

rugby….. 

I'll miss ……. 

Billy's bus 

…..the play-

ground 

I'll miss ……. 

having my own tray…………. 

the learning wall………… 

the laughter in the class….. 

I’m looking for-

ward to….. 

...dissecting a frog 

 

…..science at KGS 

 

…..more after 

school activities 

I’m looking for-

ward to….. 

….chemistry 

 

...the hostel 

 

….building my own 

business online 

 

Cameron 

Adele 

Shannon 

Archie 

Levi 

Stella 

Martin 

Ben 

Isaac 



of the Hoy community who have memories 

of growing up on the island during WWII.  

 

If you know of anyone who might be inter-

ested in sharing a few of their stories with 

the pupils, or you would like to be involved 

yourself, then please do get in touch with me 

through the Blether editor and we can talk 

about the project in more detail. 
 

[*Gavin will be employed by IoHDT but funded 
through HIE (Talent Scotland) Graduate Place-
ment programme and OIC for a year to explore 
and develop the potential of wartime heritage]. 

The August and September of 1943 were big 

months for Hoy, especially around Wea Fea. Two 

of the most well-known and iconic WWII sites on 

Hoy were completed during this time, namely the 

sixth and final fuel tank of the Underground Oil 

Fuel Reservoir and the Naval Communications and 

Operational Centre. Begun in November 1938 and 

completed in September 1943, the oil fuel reservoir 

cost £1,350,000 (c. £50,652,000 today) to con-

struct and had a maximum capacity of 116,300 

tons. Upwards of 800 contracted civilian labourers 

worked on the project including a party of Norwe-

gian miners evacuated from Spitzbergen who 

joined the workforce in October 1941. During 

WWII over 2,600,000 tons of oil fuel was received 

from tankers at Lyness. This was then stored and 

distributed by fuelling vessels of the Naval Stores 

Department to the ships in Scapa Flow. 

 

The dominating blast-proof building on Wee Fea 

hill was built as a permanent communications and 

operations centre for the Admiral Commanding 

Orkney & Shetland and his staff. The centre was 

equipped with telephone and teleprinter 

switchboards, a visual signalling (V/S) station on 

the roof and wireless telegraphy (W/T) capabilities 

all of which were almost entirely run by women of 

the WRNS (Woman’s Royal Naval Service). Even in 

the depths of winter, when snow brought their 

transport to a standstill and they had to climb the 

hill at night on foot, it was the efforts of these de-

termined women that kept the Fleet Base running 

smoothly. 

Well, the countdown is now on for starting 

my job as Wartime Heritage Officer* for Hoy 

with the IoHDT at the beginning of October. 

I’m really excited about spending a year ex-

ploring ways of making better use of the 

wartime remains on Hoy and look forward 

to involving as many of you as possible in 

the process!  
 

I’ve already been talking to the teachers at 

North Walls School and putting plans in 

place for a wartime heritage project which 

will run in term 3 at the beginning of next 

year. As part of the project I’m really keen 

for the pupils to interact with older members 

HERITAGE MATTERS :   

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Gavin Lindsay 

© OLA, ref. L341-2 

Naval Communications & Operations Centre, Wee Fea 

Inside the Underground Oil Fuel Reservoir, Wee Fea 



SPOTLIGHT ON THE PIX GALLERY 

The PIX Gallery in Lyness is now well into its 
second season, mainly featuring digital artwork 
by Fran Gray and miniature oil paintings by 
Peter Gray. Fran's work currently in the Gallery 
is all of Hoy.  Peter's tiny paintings have wider 
Orkney, as well as Hoy, as their subject matter. 
 
However, there is much more to see in the gal-
lery, and, since very recently, much more to do. 
Fran has started doing crochet classes for be-
ginners, and hopes very soon to do intermedi-
ate classes as well. There has been a keen re-
sponse to the first two classes. Participants 
have learned how to do some basic stitches, 
and have crocheted their first flower pin. If 
anyone is interested in crochet, but has never 
actually done it, or hasn't done it for a long 
time,  please feel free to get in touch with Fran. 
 
She hopes soon to introduce a course on cro-
cheting 'plarn', or plastic yarn. Using plastic 
carrier bags and bin liners, it is possible to have 
a lot of fun making useful and decorative items. 
 
It is not only fun to use materials which cost  
practically nothing, but you will be doing your 
planet a great favour, by recycling all those 
bags! 
 
Another project which will hopefully be un-
veiled very soon is the 'Back Room' in the gal-
lery. This space will be used for mini exhibi-
tions of local arts and crafts. Anyone wanting 
to get involved please contact Fran – 01856 
701313   frangray1@btinternet.com 
 
And watch out for announcements of events at 
the gallery on 
 
www.facebook.com/pixgalleryhoy 
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Chalet 2, Lyness 

The road to Hoy—Peter Gray 

Longhope Village—Fran Gray 



and five cats, to adopt animals in far-flung parts, 
from donkeys to an elephant and a giraffe, and 
help support their welfare. She was a founder 
member of the Hoy Hounds. 
 
She came of the generation that had known the 
hey-day of repertory theatre and the golden age 
of community cinema-going. It was therefore 
natural for the Gable End Theatre to be another 
of her main interests. When she took a hand in 
direction for the Hoy & Walls Entertainments 
Group, she was keen to get to grips with some of 
the standard war-horses of the popular theatre, 
such as staged readings of Hobson's Choice and 
The Ghost Train, or The Monkey's Paw as an en-
try for the 1-Act Play Festival. She could as read-
ily pop up as a support role in pantomime as de-
vise a comic turn for a variety programme. 
 
Her death has also deprived the Gable End Film 
Society of a supportive founder member. For sev-
eral years she was treasurer, and she liked a good 
solid movie. Some might have considered her 
tastes on the “retro” side, but seeing the society's 
screenings of Casablanca or Night of the Hunter 
gave her particular pleasure. She always hoped it 
might be possible to show the classic “heist” 
movie, Rififi; alas, the rights were hard to track 
down. 
 
Robin remembered, from her time as a girl in 
Orkney, how films screened in the Naval Cinema 
were also booked to be shown in parallel at the 
Naval Hall. As each reel was run, a dispatch rider 
would be standing by to rush it by motor-bike 
from Lyness around North Bay to Longhope. 
When the inevitable hitches occurred in the rou-
tine, they gave rise to a reactive uproar of whis-
tles, cries and chants of “Why are we waiting?” 
from the impatient Naval Hall audience, caught 
in suspense between reels. It was a recollection 
that greatly appealed to Robin's sense of humour 
and an illustration of the sort of diverting mishap 
typical of movie-going in that pre-digital age. 
 
 
Peter Ford 
 
(With thanks to Lesley Sole for making her notes 
on Robin's life available)  

Robin O'Hara was one who once lived in Orkney 
and was destined to return. In fact she was born 
on 12 January 1935 in the north London suburb 
of Harrow. Her father, Hubert Vivian, had been a 
submariner in the First World War, and after the 
outbreak of the Second World War he was given a 
naval posting to Scapa Flow, where he had re-
sponsibilities for the men on the drifters and the 
hospital ship. 
 
Robin's three elder brothers were also away in 
the services, so when she and her mother, Rachel, 
were bombed out of their house in Harrow in the 
blitz, Hubert applied for them to come and live in 
the relative sanctuary of “Fortress Orkney”. 
Lodgings were found for the family at Longhope, 
at 4 Wyng, the home of Ivy Johnston and her 
parents, Sammy and Reenie. The two girls be-
came lifelong friends. 
 
With the war over, though Robin did not lose 
touch with Orkney, the focus of her life was back 
in London. She joined the ranks of the office staff 
at the BBC, which led to an office romance, sadly 
curtailed by the illness and premature death of 
the one who she said was her life's love. A later 
venture into marriage was not, as Robin herself 
described it, “a roaring success”, and ended in 
divorce. The jobs she had in those years included 
reception and managerial responsibilities at the 
Middlesex Hospital, during which time she lived 
in a flat in Marylebone, though the lease for this 
was curtailed not long after she reached retire-
ment. It was Ivy who then suggested she could 
apply for a house at Longhope. The application 
was successful and so the two childhood friends 
came to live next door to each other. 
 
Robin slid easily into becoming involved in a 
wide range of community activities. She joined 
the church guild and the church choir, and was a 
loyal member of the Stromabank Pub Choir after 
it came into being. She took up the ukulele, as 
well as the craft group and the reading circle. She 
worked with the catering team for the Hoy Half 
Marathon and volunteered as an escort for the 
Haey Hope Club, though she never considered 
herself old enough to attend its meetings. 
 
Her love of animals reached out beyond her own 
family of pets, which grew to consist of two dogs 

ROBIN O’HARA 1935-2013 
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St John's Supershow 
Gable End Theatre  Friday 11th October 

 

A Showcase for local talent, with a few visiting artistes from across the Flow 

 

Advance warning!!! 

 

Anybody willing to share their talents is asked to volunteer, singly or jointly, for what should be a 

night of thrills and surprises. New and old acts welcome 

 

Bar available 

If you can help, or can persuade a friend, contact Paul K 791081 or  

kettle_hoy@hotmail.com 

It was once a commonly heard complaint 

in Hoy & Walls that the tremors of inter-

est generated by the annual Science Fes-

tival on Mainland rarely got to the islands 

to the west with “outreach” events. Over 

the past few years, however, the Gable 

End has worked with Howie Firth, the festival director, to 

forge a link that's mutually valued. It has enabled the thea-

tre to host items from the festival programme on a regular 

basis, including various talks and presentations and visits. 

 

This year we'll have two events, on Saturday, 7 Septem-

ber, and Thursday, 12 September. The first consists of a 

double bill of remarkable documentaries that go to the 

heart of ecological concerns (note early start time). 

 

Saturday, 7 September, at 6.30 p.m. 

FROM THE HEART OF THE WORLD: THE ELDER BROTHERS' 

WARNING leads up to an interval for coffee, tea, biscuits, 

or the option of a glass of Slovenian wine kindly made 

available by Howie. The sequel, ALUNA THE MOVIE, then 

follows.  Entrance to the programme is free; donations 

invited towards costs. 

 

The films have been made by Alan Ereira, award-winning 

historian and documentary film-maker. We will be seeing 

Aluna ahead of its official UK première, to be held in Lon-

don later in the month. The Kogi people of Colombia in the 

Sierra Nevada have a claim to represent the last-surviving 

pre-Columbian civilization and deliberately maintain their 

isolation from the encroachments of the modern world 

and hold deep misgivings over what they see of its con-

duct. From the Heart of the World presents their concerns 

for the essential bond between humankind and the natural 

world and their forebodings for the consequences likely to 

follow its abuse. Aluna then follows from the perception 

that these warnings have been going unheeded, and al-

lows them to enter into dialogues with Western environ-

mental scientists; a process that has meant the Kogi em-

bracing modern technology to put their message across. 

 

There may be a chance to meet and talk to Alan Ereira 

(presence to be confirmed), but meanwhile you can check 

out the Science Festival's really excellent new on-line 

magazine Frontiers (http://frontiersmagazine.org/) for his 

account of the extraordinary story of how he made contact 

with the Kogi. (Incidentally, there's much of interest in the 

current summer issue of Frontiers, including a deftly writ-

ten account of her childhood on Hoy by Rose Matheson.) 

 

Thursday, 12 September, at 8 p.m. 

SHEARWATER: SEABIRDS, STORIES AND SONGS 

Entrance: £7; school students £1 

 

Shearwater promises to be a gem of an eco-show, an 

"entertainment to help raise awareness of the very real 

threat to the survival of sea birds", presented with vibrant 

music and vivid storytelling by Tim Dalling and Malcolm 

Green. (See the trailer for the show at https://

vimeo.com/51081620) (They will also be conducting a 

workshop at North Walls School earlier in the day.) 

 

The show aims to open a world of beauty, loss, longing and 

timeless truth through personal and mythic stories and 

songs. In 1969 Malcolm Green spent three months on a 

small uninhabited island off Iceland, studying huge colo-

nies of seabirds. His experiences there form the frame into 

which many different journeys are woven. 

 

Peter Ford 
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ORKNEY INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FESTIVAL AT THE GABLE END 

SHOW IN A ID OF THE SAVE ST JOHN ’S APPEAL 



GABLE END THEATRE 

SUMMER PROGRAMME 2013 
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AUGUST 

Fri 16 FILM: PASSAGE (cert. E) 

It was news that shook the English-speaking world: celebrated British explorer 

Sir John Franklin and his crew of 128 men had perished in the Arctic ice during 
an ill-fated attempt to discover the Northwest Passage.  More shocking, they 
had descended into madness and cannibalism. The report came in 1851 from 

John Rae, an Orcadian doctor working for the Hudson's Bay Company.  Travel-
ling thousands of miles on foot and in small craft, Rae had done what six years 
of searching by the British, Americans, French and Russians had failed to do: 

discover the fate of Franklin and unlock the final link in the Passage, a 300-
year-old dream. Passage is a story of incredible sacrifice, stunning distortion of 
the truth and single-minded obsession. It challenges the way we look at his-

tory. For this special showing for Hoy & Walls, Tom Muir will help to present the 
film and answer questions. Thanks to Tom Muir, Bryce Wilson and the director, 
John Walker, for making it possible 

ENTRANCE £3; FREE TO SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN 

Sat 24 FILM: UNTOUCHABLE (cert. 15) 

Untouchable is a film charting an unusual friendship. It's famous for having 
broken box-office records in France and Europe and for winning awards and 
audiences around the globe.           

 

Wed 28 DRAMA: EUROPA – OUR FIRST MIGRANT by Salvatore Cabras and Maggie 

Rose - BROUGHT TO US BY THE REPLICO THEATRE COMPANY 

Europa, a beautiful Phoenician princess, is abducted by Zeus in the guise of a 
bull. He forces her to undertake a perilous journey over the Mediterranean to 
Crete. This retelling of an ancient myth will explore how the often uncomfort-
able union between Eastern sophistication and Western vitality engenders an 
eclectic European identity. A brand-new play and exhibition identifies links be-
tween Mediterranean and Celtic folklore and how the powerful image of the bull 
resonates from the works of Titian, Rembrandt and Picasso to the branding of 
fast cars and energy drinks. 

  TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S £1; LICENCED BAR; DOORS  
  OPEN 7pm  
 
Sat 31 MUSIC: KATY MOFFAT 

 We are pleased to welcome back Katy Moffatt, who first played the Gable End 

in 2009. Katy sings ballads to blues in a vibrant style, combining her magnifi-

cent voice with great guitar playing. 

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S £1; LICENCED BAR; DOORS 

OPEN 7pm 

 

 
Future film programme to be confirmed, but provisionally consists of Robot and 
Frank (cert. 12) for Friday, 27 September; Billy's Night Oot archive film night on 

theme of civil aviation in Orkney for Wednesday, 2 October; and A Late Quartet 
(cert. 15) for Saturday, 12 October.  



Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10 am  6-7 pm 

Tuesday 2-3 pm 

Wednesday 1-2 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10 am 

Friday 9-10 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 6-7 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy. 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give  5 days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

An ounce of  prevention is worth a 
pound of  cure. 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

meeting dates for 2013 are:- 

Friday 23 August (in Graemsay) 

 

Longhope Sailing Club 
 

The Sailing Club are now hold-

ing Points racing and Fun sails 

every Friday during the summer 

at 7.30 pm from Longhope Pier. 

If you are interested in having a 

go at sailing, pop down and see Angus on 

Friday evenings! 



Beneth'hill Café 
  

Open every day between 
10am and 6.30pm. 

 
Serving delicious soup, sandwiches and a daily 

hot meal and dessert, all homemade. 
We also serve tea, coffee, refreshments and ice 

creams. The cafe is licenced. 
 

We can supply packed lunches on request, 
please ring for details on 01856 791119. 

 
You can find us near to 

Moaness ferry terminal on Hoy. 
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Summer opening Hours 

 

Sunday to Thursday 
12:00pm – 2:30pm - Lunches 

7:00pm –11:00pm 

Friday  
12:00pm – 2:30pm - Lunches 

7:00pm – 1:00am 

Saturday 

7:00pm –1:00am 

Evening meals available – Please Book 

Phone: 01856 791377 or 701273 

Hackness Martello Tower  

OPENING ARRANGEMENTS 
Summer 

1 April - 30 September, open seven 

days a week from 9.30 am to 5.30 pm 

For more information: 

Tel 01856 701 727 

NOTICEBOARD 

SCAPA FLOW VISITOR CENTRE 

AND MUSEUM 
 

OPENING TIMES 

Monday – Saturday: 9.00am – 4.30pm 

Sunday - from arrival of first ferry to 4 pm. 

 

The Pumphouse Café can also be found within 

the museum. Great for a sit down, a cup of 

coffee (or tea!), a bacon sarny and a home 

bake! 

 

Lyness, Hoy, Orkney 

Telephone: (01856) 791300 

 

 

 

Licensed Grocer, Electrical Goods, Inter-Island Haulage 

Service,  Calor Gas, Petrol & Oils, Heating Oil & Solid 

Fuels  

 

Anchorfast Buildings, Longhope 

Tel: 01856 701273 

Fax: 01856 701251 

Email: richard.groat@btconnect.com 

 

Hours of Business 

Monday to Saturday 

9 am until 6 pm 

Longhope Lifeboat Museum 
at Brims 

Open all year round. 
Visitors can gain entry by calling 

Geordie Taylor 701431 
or Angus Heddle 701332 

Byre Arts 
The gallery can be found just outside 

Longhope. 
For more info call 701760 



LIFEBOAT GUILD 
 

 THE LIFEBOAT SHOP IS OPEN FOR 

THE SUMMER EVERY THURSDAY AND SATUR-

DAY FROM 3 PM UNTIL 5 PM. 
 

THERE IS ALSO A SELECTION OF SECOND 

HAND BOOKS IN THE SHOP AND THE LYNESS 

WAITING ROOM WHICH ARE AVAILABLE IN 

EXCHANGE FOR A DONATION TO THE RNLI.  

Orkney International Science Festival 

Astronomy Evening at the Hoy Kirk 

6th September 6.30 pm 

Talks, stargazing and a special supper of 

local fare to start the evening. 

Admission free. 
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DATES FOR D IARIES 

Longhope Lifeboat Museum 

will be in the Blue Door charity shop in Kirk-

wall between 16th and 21st September 

2013. If anyone has any donations or would 

like to offer their services, then please contact 

Kevin, Geordie or any member of the Lifeboat 

Museum Committee.  

An evening of  
Reels and Jigs at the 
Hoy Kirk 
August 23rd 
18.45 to 21.30 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
£2 per adult; £1 per child 
Refreshments served 

For more details, please contact 
Mabel 791359 

Hoy and Walls Entertainments Group 
(HAWEG) 

 

Stromabank Skald 
Sunday 25th August 9 pm 

 
Poems, songs, stories, tunes, prose 

Bring a favourite or just listen 
 

All Welcome 
At the Stromabank Hotel 

Hoy Centre Committee 
 

Meeting on Friday 30th August 7 pm 
At the Hoy Centre 

The committee have decided to hold 
this meeting in the evening so that 
hopefully more folk will come along. 

 
Everybody Welcome 

TABLE TOP SALE AND BINGO IN THE YM 

August 25th 

Table top sale from 2 pm to 4 pm 

Afternoon teas and raffles 

Hall open again at 6.30 pm for a browse through 
the tables from the afternoon. 

Eyes down for bingo at 7.30 pm—cuppa at half 
time. 

Book your table with Jo Will—£5 per table 

 

Longhope Lifeboat Museum 

15th September 2013 at 2 pm  

Open day, BBQ and bar to mark the launch 
80 years ago of the Thomas McCunn. 



June 

Rainfall total: 51.5mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs: 

9.8mm on 23rd. 

Highest max. temp: 18.5c 

on 12th. 

Lowest max. temp: 12.1c on 2nd and 24th. 

Ave. max. temp: 14.86c 

Lowest min. temp: 5.6c on 2nd. 

Highest min. temp: 11.2c on 20th. 

Ave. min. temp: 9.13c 

Ave. temp. for June: 12.00c 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
Items for inclusion in the next (October) issue must be submitted by 5th  October 2013 
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR JUNE 2013/JULY 2013   

July 

Rainfall total: 62.6mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs: 22.3mm on 28th. 

Highest max. temp: 22.8c on 20th. Highest temp. this 

year so far!! 

Lowest max. temp: 13.4c on 9th. 

Ave. max. temp: 17.30c 

Lowest min. temp: 6.9c on 10th 

Highest min. temp: 15.1c on 24th 

Ave. min. temp: 11.13c 

Ave. temp. for July: 14.21c 

 

Rainfall total for this year so far is 483.2mm 

last year at this time it was 617.3mm so down 

by 134.1mm approx. 5inches. 

 

Date: 21st August 2013 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Meeting of the Island of Hoy Development Trust 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME 

ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Carol 

prior to the meeting—701760 

Carol 701760 carol_lock@btinternet.com 

Don’t forget that the Electric car 

is available to Island residents 

for trial periods.  

 

If you are interested in giving the Electric car a 

whirl, then contact Pat Newell on 701896 for more 

information! 


