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Welcome to the 

twelfth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The December issue in-
cludes news from the 
RNLI, North Walls 
School, Hoy Centre and 
Hoy Heritage. 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a massive 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors to 
the twelfth issue and 
for the use of their 
photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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sale and raffle in the cosy wooden lined hall of 
Graemsay. There are only about 25-27 people 
now living on this delightful little island and eve-
ryone at home that day came along to the sale. 
They also had a chance to go onboard the life-
boat and have a look round, always a popular 
activity with the children. One of the islanders I 
spoke to had never been onboard before and she 
was amazed at seeing all the modern technology 
inside. 
 
During the sale we had a good chance to chat 
and make new friends and acquaintances while 
tucking in to the lovely cakes and snacks they 
had provided. What a super time we had and a 
remarkable £306.03 was the grand total raised 
by Graemsay for the RNLI. At the end of the af-
ternoon one child said: ' Its been such fun, thank 
you for coming over, I really hope you will visit 
us again one day'. They may be small population 
on a small island but they have big hearts and a 
huge amount of goodwill and generosity. Thank 
you Graemsay and yes please, we will come and 
see you all again next year. 
 
Mary Harris—text and photo 

Its funny but I think it was the doggie charm of 
Hector, a Scottish Terrier belonging to our Dep-
uty Coxswain Angus Budge that first established 
a RNLI link with the folk on Graemsay. Hector 
became a bit of a star when he appeared in pho-
tos with the crew on our Facebook page. There 
were one or two Graemsay folk who became ar-
dent Hector fans. An idea slowly developed 
about visiting Graemsay, particularly as our Ba-
zaar and fundraising afternoon was so successful 
on Flotta.  
 
And so it happened that on Saturday 7 December 
some members of the lifeboat guild held a small 

best is used! The next Fringe Event will soon 
come around - Thursday 10th April 2014. Al-
ready 46 people have booked to come to Hoy 
as our reputation at giving a super day is very 
good - Jessie Stuart has a great influence in 
the numbers who come as well. We are just 
so lucky to be supported by Jessie. Again we 
have The Kirkjuvagr Ceilidh Band booked for 
the evening Ceilidh. 
 
So far we have raised £235.64£235.64£235.64£235.64 towards the 
rising costs of transport to get folks off the is-
land again. Thank you to every one who has 
supported the Bingo afternoons. Another 
Bingo on Sunday 19Sunday 19Sunday 19Sunday 19thththth January 2014 January 2014 January 2014 January 2014 is 
planned so shake up your bingo pen and 
come along for a few laughs, afternoon tea 
and some prizes (there just might be a few 
mince pies left!). 
 
Mabel j Besant—For Hoy Dancers 

Hoy Dancers wishes every-Hoy Dancers wishes every-Hoy Dancers wishes every-Hoy Dancers wishes every-
one a Very Merry Christmas one a Very Merry Christmas one a Very Merry Christmas one a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! and a Happy New Year! and a Happy New Year! and a Happy New Year!     

Where has the first part of the 
dancing calendar gone? After the Christmas 
Party on 2nd December there is a 4 week 
break so that folks can participate in other 
island festive events. We have had 14 
dance evenings so far in this session cover-
ing many dances done in the past with a 
sprinkle of new ones. Thanks to everyone 
who supports these evenings in anyway.  
 

Once 2014 turns the corner and you are 
looking for something to ease the guilt of 
indulgence - the place is the YM every Mon-
day evening, from 6th January, for a two 
hour work out dancing (8-10pm). The exer-
cise mostly comes from laughing! It is all for 
fun and everyone is welcome to come and 
join in or watch. Music is good as only the 

WARM AND FRIENDLY WELCOME FROM GRAEMSAY FOLK 

HOY DANCERS—UPDATE 
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AN INTRODUCTORY LETTER FROM M INISTER STEPHEN MANNERS 
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Dear Friends 
 
While the congregation of Hoy and North Walls is 
without a minister I will be taking the responsibili-
ties of the minister, given the title of interim-
moderator. That means that while the church is va-
cant I will be helping the nominating committee in 
their search for a new minister and moderating Ses-
sion and Board meetings and giving support to the 
congregation as and when I can. And if people are 
looking for a minister for a marriage then I would be 
the contact for that.  
 
Just over a year ago I came to South Ronaldsay and 
Burray with my wife Kath. We had lived and worked 
in Ednburgh for the previous 23 years so it was a big 
deal for us to come way up here. On moving day we 
left our 4 daughters crying in the driveway as if they 
were never going to see us again. They have seen us 
quite regularly in this past year and were all up to-
gether to visit us in the summer. It’s not often that all 
6 of us get together and it’ll be a while before it hap-
pens again as our second youngest, Joanna, has just 
gone of to South Sudan for a year. 
 
This will be the first Christmas our children will have 
without their parents and so they will have to begin 
to create their own ways of celebrating and start new 
traditions. They are quite sad about it, especially the 
youngest, Lucy, our baby of 21. 
 
As they celebrate I’m sure they will keep some old 
family traditions, like going to the 8pm Christmas 
Eve service in one of our local churches. Maybe read-
ing the Christmas story when they put the decora-
tions up. Watching Dr Who on Christmas Day while 
eating trifle. But I’m sure they will also find new 

ways to celebrate together, with housemates and 
friends. So often Christmas celebrations seem to be 
missing something. (For our children it will be their 
parents.) Jesus is nowhere to be seen. The birth of 
our Saviour is missed in all the parties and unwrap-
ping of presents.  

 

Many of us may be missing family members at our 
celebrations. Loved ones who have died or left home. 
But all of us can have Jesus there with us at the cen-
tre of our celebrations.  
 
A child is born to us! A son is given to us! And he will 
be our ruler. He will be called, "Wonderful Coun-
selor," "Mighty God," "Eternal Father," "Prince of 
Peace." Isaiah 9.6 
 
Yours 
Stephen  
Sk.manners@me.com, 01856 831 670    

Stephen on the right 

Orkney Islands Council is urging anyone who has 
not returned their electoral registration form to do so 
as soon as possible. The forms are used to produce the 
Register of Electors. If your name is not on the regis-
ter you will not be able to vote in any elections and 
may also find it difficult to obtain credit or open a 
bank account. 

This current canvass information will be used to pro-
duce the Register of Electors for the European Elec-
tion in May 2014 but it will also be used for the Refer-
endum on 18th September 2014. Returns can be made 
by telephone, text and internet for no change returns 
and by post for any changed returns. 

Anyone aged 16 or over on 18th September 2014 can 
vote in the Referendum but they need to have their 
name included on the Register. Anyone currently 15 
will need to return their details on the “Young Per-
sons” form and anyone currently 16 or 17 will need to 
put their details on the main household canvass form 
and all will need to include their dates of birth. 

The new Register will be published on 10 March 
2014. 

Any household in Orkney which has not received a 
form, or needs a replacement form, should contact the 
Electoral Registration Office at 8 Broad Street, Kirk-
wall, Tel: 876222 or e-mail ero@orkney.gov.uk 

DON ’T LOSE YOUR VOTE ! 



Before the days get any longer, and I get much 
older [if that’s at all possible], the Centre has 
hosted yet another successful outdoor education 
year.  
 
To start, back in 2012, the Centre welcomed Aqua 
Marine Power on a team building day. As far as 
anybody is aware this is a first; great stuff! Despite 
a delayed start [due to the weather]; the renewable 
engineers were given a series of tasks and chal-
lenges, some inside and some out. The provided 
lunch enabled a little social chit chat, and then out 
to the woods. The feedback was complimentary, 
and laid seeds in the hope that this will be the first 
of many company team days. 
 
Another first was East Mainland Youth Club who 
spent a Saturday learning bush craft skills, again 
in the woods. The weather again attempted to 
spoil the day. It failed. Having made shelters, and 
learning the rudiments of fire making, the Youth 
Group had that back woods experience which they 
found worthwhile and certainly promoted a team 
spirit. 
 
With the schools outdoor education programme 
looming large, Nigel Ohlson was appointed sea-
sonal advisor. The Seasonal Instructor was Alice 
Hewson, who left the renowned Norfolk Alps to 
spend the summer term with us. Their willingness 
to ‘go the extra mile’ is sincerely appreciated and 
continued good humour, with a professional dedi-
cation which made for a very strong team. It would 
be good to have them back; time will tell, and fin-
gers crossed. The additional help from Adelong 
outdoor education, who provided additional assis-
tance with staffing is also gratefully acknowledged. 

 
The majority of Orkney 
schools used the Centre 
as their base for outdoor 
education... Hoy has so 
much to offer for out-
door education pro-
grammes, in terms of 
both adventurous ter-
rain, but also the wealth 
of biodiversity in such a 
small area makes this the 

obvious choice. One or two other groups had Bir-
say for preference. Thus, the Northern Isles 
schools, for example, as it reduced their travel 
times. 

Coasteering re-
mains a favourite 
activity, and Hoy 
has so many sites. 
Almost surpris-
ingly, archery is 
another huge fa-
vourite. Hoy lends 
itself to a number 
of archery disci-
plines. Of course 
the usual fare of 

climbing, canoeing/kayaking, orienteering, are 
all available, and were tackled by most groups 
in way or another. 
 

With the summer 
holidays looming 
large, the IoHDT 
successfully re-
ceived a grant from 
the Robertson 
Trust. The outdoor 
education team 
over a six week pe-
riod laid on a series 
of days, with one or 

two activities per week. This proved very popu-
lar as parents could dip in or out and not be 
tied to a one - off week. The youngsters cer-
tainly enjoyed the activities. The finale 
[possibly!] was an overnight at Rackwick Burn-
mouth Bothy. The main feature of this excur-
sion was the smoke from the fire. Arbroath 
smokies paled into insignificance. But the fol-
lowing morning the team made hot chocolate 
from scratch [i.e. no matches to light the fire]... 
The enthusiasm was infectious, and thanks to 
all who contributed to this great experience, 
throughout the summer. 
This programme brought out a few points. 
There does appear to be real call to keep these 
activities going; the overnight in the bothy cre-
ated another issue—that of female cover. There 
was a little confusion, [one of those ‘I thought 
she knew’ moments … and no she didn’t!] 
Thanks go to Nigel’s partner who stepped in at 
the last minute. 
 
So, we now have the exciting possibility of 
keeping this going; and with families getting 
involved? Give me call at the Centre, if you 

(Continued on page 5) 

NOTES FROM THE NORTH END ,  AND THE HOY CENTRE ,  IN PARTICULAR 
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within the optically thin clouds cause coloured in-

terference fringes by diffraction.  

 

Jeff Clark 

have any ideas … adults too. After all why should 
the youngsters have all the fun? 
 

Residents of Hoy, North Walls, and South Walls, 
have an entitlement to membership of the Hoy 
Centre Committee. In this vein, at the last com-
mittee meeting there is a drive to encourage 
greater use of the Centre, with the intention of 
holding, amongst other things, classes in as many 
subjects as tutors can be found to deliver, and suf-
ficient folk wanting to learn them. And as a start, 
after the successful summer activity programme, 
how do we continue this?   

 
So in conclusion, the 
Centre welcomed 
possibly the final 
group for 2013, and 
we conclude as we 
started with an adult 
group… 
…and it is always 
good to welcome 
adult groups, espe-
cially the Blide Trust. 
As part of their com-
munity engagement 
project, the group 

made their way over to Hoy. After an introduction 
by way of an ice breaker, the group was intro-

(Continued from page 4) 

This photo that was taken on Wednesday 27th No-

vember from Rackwick at 1515 GMT looking south 

west and is of nacreous clouds. These clouds are 

very rare and I have only seen them on three occa-

sions in the last thirty years of observations! 

Polar stratospheric clouds, also known as nacreous 

clouds, from nacre, or mother of pearl due to their 

iridescence, occur at altitudes of 15,000 - 25,000 

metres (49,000 - 82,000 ft.) They are implicated in 

the formation of ozone holes. The effects on ozone 

depletion arise because they support chemical reac-

tions that produce active chlorine which catalyzes 

ozone destruction and also because they remove 

gaseous nitric acid, perturbing nitrogen and chlorine 

cycles in a way which increases ozone destruction. 

They form at very low temperatures -78c. Particles 

UNUSUAL CLOUD FORMATIONS 

HOY CENTRE CONTINUED 
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duced to the concept of ‘natural navigation’. 
They were given a route card, and were able to 
successfully navigate their way from the Centre 
to the Hoy Lodge Plantation, without maps. A 
key feature in natural navigation is the sun; with 
a sigh of relief the sun did appear, and all was 
well. Once in the woods, they were set a variety 
of challenges. Guiding each other around the 
night line is always a good way to break the ice 
[if that were needed!], but encourages trust and 
good communication. Then they had to tackle a 
variety of other tasking challenges all of which 
encouraged trust, leadership, and communica-
tion, but most importantly of all fun. 
 
The afternoon was concluded with an orienteer-
ing event. Nobody got lost, a few were puzzled 
for a while, but their success was evident and 
well deserved. Then all too soon, time for the 
boat… 
 
Ron Bulmer 



ECO NEWS FROM NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—GREEN FINGERS AND MORE !  
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Pick up 3 Pieces is an ini-
tiative started by Glaitness 
School which has gained 
support from various or-
ganisations (including the 
RSPB and the OIC) but is 
at yet unfunded. 
 
 

The idea, begun by the children from Glaitness, 
encourages people to help keep Orkney’s 
shores and beaches free of bruck by collecting 
three pieces of litter each time they visit to save 
wildlife from entanglement and ingestion and 
to remove plastic from the environment. 
 

The deep beds 

at North Walls 

School  re-

turned a splen-

did crop of 

v e g e t a b l e s 

again this year, 

with beetroot, 

carrots, peas, 

neeps, onions 

and spring on-

ions featuring amongst the more successful 

varieties.  

 

Those of you who enjoyed our talk at the Gar-

dening Club will remember that we had several 

heritage varieties of tattie to plant and these 

were mainly a success too. It was very inter-

esting to see the crops of tatties after having 

done our fact files and colour studies. 

 

The tomato crop in the bottle greenhouse was 

less of a success, probably because they were 

planted too late. We 

have done some re-

furbishment on the 

greenhouse, with a 

new corrugated roof 

and door, so we hope 

this will help next 

year’s plants to pro-

duce a better crop. 

 

We recently took part 

in a national event 

called the One Planet 

Picnic. The idea be-

hind it was to eat food and take part in activi-

ties that were both good for us and good for 

the planet. Our food was all either Fair Trade 

or home grown, and we made things like tat-

tie scones and carrot sticks with dip from our 

own produce. The children devised a pro-

gramme of active games that they organised 

themselves. The nursery and many members 

of the community joined us in the hall for the 

afternoon. 

 

Other delicious items we made from our own 

vegetables included a hearty winter soup and 

spicy turnip wedges by Class 1, and Class 2 

came up with the idea of making a vegetable 

pie with cheese sauce and a tattie topping. 

We gave our surplus vegetables to Karen in 

the kitchen who made good use of them this 

year again. 

PU3P 

Recently, PU3P visited North Walls School, and 
pictures of the visit and more information and 
links to videos and websites detailing the harm 
caused to wildlife by all the bruck can be found 
on the PU3P’s blog  and facebook page. 
 
http://pickupthreepieces.blogspot.co.uk/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/PickUpThreePieces 
 
Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community Council 
have requested that a bin be located at the Ayre 
car park in support of the local idea "Pick Up 3 
Pieces". If the bin is successfully used, then the 
Community Council intend to try and roll out the 
scheme to other beaches on Hoy and Walls. 



Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope 
T: 07709 692811 or 01856 701924 E: maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS  
BY MARY HARRIS , VOLUNTEER L IFEBOAT PRESS OFFICER FOR LONGHOPE 
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There was a sense of excitement and anxiety 
within the guild and lifeboat crew regarding the 
role of Longhope in the final stages of Carol 
Smithard’s Wee Walk. This event has been well 
recorded in the Orcadian and a couple of na-

tional newspapers so I won’t go into the details 
again. But it was an important day for us as the 
RNLI Head Office were watching us with inter-
est and I suspect, many of the 43 other lifeboat 
stations that Carol had visited en route, to see 
how this incredible journey reached its final 
destination. 
 

Carol has raised over £12000 for the RNLI and 
it was up to us to give her the welcome and con-
gratulations that she well deserved. The lifeboat 
guild here runs like a well oiled machine, its 
members are a wonderful bunch of dedicated 
women who can drop what they’re doing, all 
pull together and produce what is required in a 
first rate manner. Be it party food, encourage-
ment, tasty soup, special cakes, ideas or just 
support, they always manage to pull it off. I 
can’t thank them enough for the role they 
played in welcoming Carol. 
 

Then again we see this wonderful attitude 
amongst the teachers and children of our 
school. It was an atrocious day with gale force 
winds and lashing rain when Carol was due to 
walk past the school. But the children,  Moira 
and Cameron, donned their waterproofs and 
came with flags to the school gates to cheer and 
speak to Carol. They had obviously spent some 
time, before her arrival, discussing and learning 
things about the purpose and challenges of the 
journey. Carol said afterwards some of the ques-
tions they asked were really interesting and 

some hilarious for example: ‘Have you ever fallen 
over on your back and not been able to get up?’ 
She had of course fallen over several times and 
had sometimes not wanted to get back up on her 
feet and carry on. 
 

Last, but not least, I must mention the role of the 
crew in all this. Carol had visited 43 other sta-
tions as she walked the length of the UK, 1702 
miles, including Orkney and Shetland making 
many friends amongst the RNLI. Through Face-
book I knew that many stations had given her a 
great welcome not least the Thurso crew. Need-
less to say RNLI Longhope pulled out all the 
stops! Kevin and Angus walked over 10 miles 

with her and also accompanied her up Ward Hill 
while other members hung out the bunting and 
flags, decorated the station, and helped make her 
welcome very memorable. She was delighted and 
overwhelmed at the reception she received from 
Longhope. A very special thank you to all who 
came and supported this event. 
 
Hazard to Fishing 
It was while out on a routine training exercise on 

23 November that the 
lifeboat crew spotted a 
large mooring buoy 
adrift in the waters off 
the Kame of Hoy. The 
buoy with a length of 
heavy chain and metal 
fittings attached was ob-
viously a hazard to many 

of the creel boats that fish around these waters. 
Crew members managed to secure a rope to the 
buoy and it was safely towed into Stromness and 
removed by the coastguards.  



If a top 10 

list of the 

most distinc-

tive wartime 

sites on Hoy 

were to be 

produced 

then the 

large brick 

building with 

the concrete 

dome inside it that breaks the skyline at Rinnigill 

would rank very highly indeed. A close inspection of 

the prefabricated timber framing of the now rather 

sad looking dome reveals hand-written delivery in-

structions which include the building type “T.A.T/

S.C.”. The first part of the acronym is clear from a 

reference in the Admiralty history of Scapa Flow 

ADM116/5790 which describes the construction of a 

Cyclorama Torpedo Attack Teacher at Rinnigill in 

December 1943 but what of the S.C. and what is a tor-

pedo attack teacher? 

 

Dome 

teachers 

were in-

credibly 

sophisti-

cated 

training de-

vices that used projection, sound & lighting technol-

ogy from the theatre industry to create simulated 

then try and find them on the ground. Hope-

fully by next September the database will be 

full of sites that have been walked across and 

surveyed by me and anyone who’d like to 

help. 

 

There’s a lot to look at and get involved in 

over the next 10 months so whether you like 

a good yomp in the hills or a comfortable seat 

in the warmth do please get in touch. You can 

contact me through the Editor or alterna-

tively come along to the introductory meeting 

in February 2014. I’ll be running daytime and 

evening drop-in sessions at both ends of the 

island next year as well as monthly talks and-

walks so watch the next issue and the notice-

boards for further details. 

combat environments. TAT’s were originally designed 

for the Fleet Air Arm to train pilots in how to attack 

ships however the concept was also taken up by other 

branches of the Navy and adapted for training surface 

vessel and submarine crews. The Rinnigill example is 

a TAT Submarine Cyclorama (SC) officially known as 

a T.4.B.4 Submarine Torpedo Attack Teacher. In the 

centre of the dome there would have been a revolving 

submarine conning tower with periscope and control 

instruments. The silhouettes of target ships would be 

projected 

onto the in-

ner surface 

of the dome 

with the illu-

sion of range 

being cre-

ated by alter-

ing the size 

of the target 

image. 

 

Various lighting and weather conditions were simu-

lated using an array of theatre lanterns suspended 

from the top of the dome. The course, speed and fir-

ing solutions of simulated attacks were recorded on a 

plotting table for review by the instructors. Despite 

the amazing sophistication of these devices, very few 

TAT’s survive today and the building at Rinnigill is 

currently the only known example of the submarine 

variant in the UK.  

What an eventful month it has been. It’s 

great to be back on Hoy again and to be wel-

comed by so many familiar faces. There has 

been so much to do planning the events and 

activities for next year, meeting with repre-

sentatives from collaborating groups and 

carrying out research that the time between 

Blethers has just flown by. 

 

One of the big jobs I’ve been making a start 

on is a map-based database of all of the 

WWII sites on the island. Some of my re-

search over the last month has unearthed 

wartime documents with military grid co-

ordinates of ammunition stores and search-

light positions so one of the ongoing tasks is 

to convert these into OS National Grid co-

ordinates, add them to the database and 

HERITAGE MATTERS :   

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 

PAGE 8 THE BLETHER 

Gavin Lindsay 

Dome platform joist inscription - reads 
“T.A.T/S.C. LYNESS” 

A Torpedo Attack Teacher in operation 

Submarine Cyclorama Torpedo Attack 



A fantastic evening had 

been planned at the Hoy 

Kirk on 29th November, 

including a book launch 

and a number of guest 

speakers. Unfortunately, as 

is often the case in winter, 

the weather thwarted these 

best laid plans and the can-

cellation of the mv Graem-

say led to an absence of the 

key speakers. However, what could have been a 

disaster turned into a roaring success with an al-

most full house (or should that be kirk!) from all 

over the island and a number of willing locals who 

stepped in to take the place of the missing speakers. 

Terry Thomson was Master of Ceremonies for the 

night, with tea, soup, biscuits and cheese and a 

drop of wine helping to get the social evening un-

derway. 

The main event of the evening was the launch of a 

new book, A Photographic Census of the Hoy Parish 

between 2011 and 2013, by Pearl Sinclair. This book 

documents the Hoy folk and their homes in a series 

of photographs covering the period from 2011-

2013. Pearl spent two years photographing the resi-

dents and the regular visitors of Hoy parish. Each 

photograph is accompanied by a handwritten con-

tribution from those photographed. It is a beauti-

fully illustrated document of the parish. To preview 

or purchase this book then please use the following 

web details. 

http://www.blurb.co.uk/b/4708587-a-

photographic-census-of-hoy-parish 

 

Although unable to attend, Andrew Parkinson’s 

presentation was shown, whilst Barry Jones stood 

in for Effy Everiss, presenting and interpreting the 

Orkney Camera Club presentation of photographs 

of Wartime Structures Around Lyness. Gavin Lindsay, 

resident archaeologist (funded through HIE 

Graduate Placement programme and OIC) com-

plimented this with an introduction to his work on 

a new project to document WWI and WWII ar-

chaeological remains associated with Lyness. He 

also stood in for Dan Lee of ORCA and gave an 

update on this year’s archaeological work at Brae-

buster. Karl Reid provided professional technical 

assistance throughout the evening and without his 

expertise none of the presentations could have 

been shown. Karl is a Hoy Heritage volunteer who 

was recently awarded a Saltire Summit award for 

outstanding contribution, having already been 

given a Saltire award for 200 hours volunteering. 

 

The evening ended with more tea and biscuits, a 

raffle and much socialising, with Terry expressing 

many thanks to the Hoy Kirk Committee, and to 

all the contributors (including those behind the 

scenes) for their sterling efforts.   

 

The evening was funded by the Friends of Hoy 

Kirk who have continued activities after the sup-

port of LEADER and Heritage Lottery Fund, 

Orkney Islands Council Community Development 

Fund, The Hoy Trust and Graemsay, Hoy and 

Walls Community Council and the Scapa Flow 

Landscape Partnership Scheme.  

 

This article uses text supplied by Rebecca Marr, 

Terry Thomson and Donnie MacKinnon—my 

thanks to them. 

 

Deborah Jaques 

P ICTURING HOY 
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Photo: Barry Jones 



tana, backed by 

Jesse Phelps as the 

Sultan; Amy Kinsey 

and Isabelle Cheva-

lier were inextrica-

bly linked as 

Auntie; and Moira 

Groat played on 

the heartstrings as the Cow. Ruairidh White made an 

insouciant Abanana and Olivia Thomson a threaten-

ing ogre with a line in poetry; Rowanne Hrolfsdottir 

was an emphatic genie and Julie Thomson, Sue Whit-

tingham and Laura Johnston were three blind and 

bantering mice; Nula Cannon and Zara Simpson were 

further slaves, 

together with 

Jan Witkamp 

and Stanley 

Thomson, who 

revived their 

legendary rec-

reation of the 

sand dance – 

doubly wel-

come as it had us seeing double at one point. Laura 

Phillips, Molly Cannon and Mathilda Simpson were 

three witches, doubling as the Four Tea Thieves (with 

Archie Cannon); Gwen Simpson, as Turkish Delight, 

sweetly dispensed the sweeties along with Mathilda; 

and Paul Kettle, having produced, also contributed 

what was almost a musical interlude.  

 

Lindsay Hall gave 

every sign of taking 

on the mantle of 

raffle master in the 

gap left by the late 

Wright Atkinson, 

and the technical 

back-up, catering 

and front of house 

all contributed to the smooth running of the evening 

and the special sense of a community entertainment 

of which Wright would have approved.  

 

Above all there was a sense of the younger genera-

tion getting a taste for treading the boards, speaking 

out on cue and starting to create character: healthy 

signs for the future of theatricals on Hoy and Walls. 

Peter Ford 

Hand Lindsay Hall a tradition and he'll shake it up and 

turn it inside out, as his title for this year's Hoy and 

Walls Entertainment Group's pantomime offering on 

the 13 and 14 December at the Gable End Theatre 

bears witness: Aladdin and His Magic Beanstalk – in 

fact a buffed-up version of a show given some years 

ago at Longhope's YM in the pre-Gable End days. 

Lindsay gamely 

rose from his re-

cent sick-bed to 

direct it and a new 

generation of 

young performers 

stepped forward 

to fill the ranks of 

the players. 
 

In this version Aladdin is instructed by his aunt with 

two heads to go and sell the family cow, times being 

hard, but has his journey to market intercepted by a 

sharp street trader, Abanada, who persuades him 

instead to ex-

change the old 

lamp he carries 

about with him 

for two new ones 

and a bag of 

beans.  Neither 

of Auntie's two 

heads  are 

amused when he returns with the cow still in tow, 

and he complicates matters further by making an ill-

judged pitch for the Sultan's daughter, the Insultana. 

A spell in a dungeon is succeeded by an escape, and 

the beans, thrown away in exasperation, sprout into 

a beanstalk that 

leads to the 

kitchen of an 

ogre who doesn't 

just have a taste 

for Englishmen. 

Meanwhile, back 

at the palace, 

Abanada has 

usurped the Sultan with the help of the genie he re-

leased from the lamp; but that's quite enough of plot 

lines. As Aladdin, Stella Kirkpatrick set the tone with 

direct confidence from her first entrance, aided by 

Aisling Phillips as Daphne, the little slave friend; Elea-

nor Phelps was majestically overbearing as the Insul-

GABLE END REVIEW :  ALADDIN AND HIS MAGIC BEANSTALK 
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GABLE END FILM SOCIETY 
 

Film titles are still unconfirmed at the time of going to press, so please check all posters 
and e-mail notifications in the New Year. 
 
Friday, 10 January, 8 p.m.: THE GOOD COMPANIONS (cert. 15) 
Revival of the Elstree Studios 1957 classic musical version of J.B. Priestley's novel about 
a small theatrical troupe in difficulties and hoping for a miracle, with a sterling cast that 
includes Celia Johnson, Eric Portman, Hugh Griffith, Thora Hird, Janette Scott and Joyce 
Grenfell. 
 
Friday, 24 January, 8 p.m.: BLUE JASMINE (cert. 12A) 
Woody Allen's most recent, much-acclaimed film, in which Cate Blanchett brilliantly per-
forms the part of a woman in breakdown mode. 
 
Friday, 7 February, 8 p.m.: SUNSHINE ON LEITH (cert. PG) 
Inspired by the songs of The Proclaimers, this is the film version of Dundee Rep.'s hit 
play about the new life of two squaddies returning from a war zone. 
 
Friday, 21 February, 8 p.m.: CAPTAIN PHILLIPS (cert. 12A) 
In this thrillingly made account of a hijacking of a cargo ship by pirates off Somalia, 
Tom Hanks shows his maturity as the captain under duress.  

TO ALL ORGANISERS OF EVENTS 

 

The Community Calendar on the Island of Hoy Development Trust section of the Orkney Com-
munities website now fulfils the function of a community noticeboard, the lack of which was 
such a problem in the past, and is helping to avoid clashes of events. If you are planning an 
event, it is there to be consulted to make sure there are no conflicting dates, and to enter your 
own event as soon as possible once it's been been confirmed. In this way everyone, including 
other organisers, can be kept informed and the system works to everyone's advantage. In-
structions for how to go about making a one-off entry or series of entries are given on the first 
calendar page.—PF. 

 

If you need further details about access to the IoHDT event calendar or you have an event you 
wish to be added, then please email Debs, debs@theblether.org.uk 



Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

 

Christmas and New Year Clinics 

Normal Hours: Mondays and Fridays: Mon 23 
Dec, Fri 27 Dec, Mon 30 Dec, Fri 3 Jan 

 

Early closing at 1600 hours: Tuesdays: Christmas 
Eve and New Year's Eve 

Closed: Wednesdays and Thursdays: Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day and 2 Jan 

 

 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. 

When the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 

01856 888000 who will contact the doctor. 

 

There is a new website put together by Dr 

Cromarty with further details about the 

Heath Centre. Please visit: 

www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

Be careful of the words you speak - keep them nice and 

keep them sweet 

You never know from day to day - which of those words 

you'll have to eat 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

First meeting for 2014 is:- 

Friday 10th January  

6:45pm North Walls Community Centre  



Christmas and New Year  
at the Stromabank Hotel 

 
The hotel will be closed on Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day but open as normal on 
all other days. 

 
Open from 6 pm on Boxing Day with music 

from around 9 pm 

 

 

The shop will be open between 2 pm and 4 pm 
on Sunday 22nd and 29th December, closed on 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and on January 1st 
and 2nd.   

********************************** 

The Anchor Bar will be open as usual through-
out Christmas and the New Year  
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DATES FOR D IARIES 

Opening 1st November to 21st December 

 

 
 

 
Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 4.30pm 

Handmade Christmas decorations, wreaths, hampers and 

Carnival Dance 

At the YM 

27th December 2012 

Come along and join the seasonal celebrations 

Royal HotelRoyal HotelRoyal HotelRoyal Hotel    

Will be closed on Christmas Day. 

Bar opens at 5 pm on Boxing Day for the 

Boxing Day Bash, including karaoke, 

which kicks off at 9 pm, Christmas fancy 

dress optional. 

Hoy and Walls Community Bus 

 

There will be no service on Christmas Day, 

Boxing Day and January 1st and 2nd. 

Timetable as normal on all other days. 



October 

 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

41.1 mm on 19th 

Total rainfall for month 

138.2 mm 

Highest max. temp. 17.1c on 6th 

Lowest max. temp. 9.6c on 10th 

Ave. max. temp. 12.75c 

Lowest min. temp. 4.7c on 31st 

Highest min. temp. on 13.4c on 6th 

Ave. min. temp. 8.50c 

Ave. temp. for Oct. 10.62c  

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next (February) issue must be submitted by 20th January 2014 
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR OCTOBER 2013/NOVEMBER 2013   

November 

 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 58.9 mm on 2nd 

Total rainfall for month 199.0 mm 

Highest max. temp. 12.5c on 16th 

Lowest max. temp. 6.8c on 18th 

Ave. max. temp. 9.42c 

Lowest min. temp. -1.0c on 4th 

Highest min. temp. 9.8c on 26th 

Ave. min. temp. 4.49c 

Ave. temp. for November 6.95c  

 

Many thanks to Jeff! 

 

 

Island of Hoy Development 

Trust 

  

The next phase of the Affordable Warmth Scheme is 

about to commence. Look out in January 2014 for leaf-

lets and notices detailing information about meetings 

and how you can participate in the project and get a 

fully certified energy assessment survey for your house.  

The current electric car trial 

is temporarily suspended in 

order to review the data to 

date and whilst other tests 

are conducted in order to fulfil the funding 

criteria. It is likely that the car will become 

available to island residents again sometime 

in the New Year. 


