
overlooking the beach 
and the cliffs of the Craig 
Gate. 

John wore many hats: a 
volunteer with Hoy CG 
team; Community Coun-
cillor; Trustee of the Hoy 
Trust and the first Chair-
man of the Friends of 
Hoy Kirk. 

In 2007 he was elected 
Councillor for South 
Isles, Graemsay & Strom-
ness. He quickly made 
his mark in the Council 
and became Chair of the 
Orkney Ferries board 
and later Chair of the 
Education and Leisure 
Committee. 

John was a charismatic 
man with a highly indi-
vidual and magnetic per-
sonality. He was passion-
ate about the things he 
believed in and was never 
afraid to speak his mind 
especially to promote the 
needs of those he consid-
ered to be underprivi-
leged.  

Our sympathies and con-
dolences are extended to 
Kes and Zoe and their 
children, to Joey and 
Leanne, to his Mum 
Sarah, his sister Joan and 
to the whole extended 
family. 

 

He will be missed by us 
all.  

 

 

JOHN ECCLES - 29 JULY 1946 TO 5 JANUARY 2012 

We were all shocked and 
greatly saddened to hear 
of John's death on Thurs-
day 05 January 2012 fol-
lowing a mercifully short 
illness. He was 65. 

John was born in Darwen, 
Lancashire where he re-
ceived his early education. 
He trained as a teacher at 
Alsager College before 
taking up his first teach-
ing post in Staffordshire. 
He moved to Orkney in 
the early 1970s to take up 
the post of Headteacher in 
Eday. 
 
In 1975 he was appointed 
Headteacher in Dounby 
before moving to North 
Walls. He was instrumen-
tal in the design and set-
ting up of these latter two 
new community schools. 
As always, he put his 
heart and soul into the 
school. The children 
thrived both academically 
and physically and espe-
cially enjoyed the trips, 
plays, music and after 
school activities. 

He cared very deeply for 
Orkney's children and his 
experiences as Teacher 

and Headmaster gave 
him an insight into ways 
of fulfilling their needs 
to give them the very 
best start in life. 

Sylvia and John with 
their children Kes, Jan 
and Zoe soon moved to 
Burra House in Hoy. A 
few years later, Jan was 
killed in a tragic acci-
dent and the shock of 
this, I'm sure, has stayed 
with John and the rest 
of his family ever since.  

He became very in-
volved with Community 
activities such as games 
nights and music. He 
never missed an oppor-
tunity to pick up his gui-
tar and sing either 
amongst friends or in 
island concerts. 

John was skilled at most 
games (including darts 
and pool) and played 
rugby and soccer for 
Orkney. He was a strong 
swimmer and became 
our lifeguard trainer as 
well as encouraging the 
swimming club, which 
had several members 
who went on to compete 
in County and Island 
Games competitions.  

Ever eager for a new 
challenge, he gave up 
teaching and developed 
a very successful fish 
hatchery in Rackwick, at 
first breeding salmon 
before moving into re-
search and the breeding 
of arctic char. Eventu-
ally, he fulfilled a long-
held ambition and had 
his dream house built 
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WELCOME! 

Welcome to the first issue 
of a new community 
newsletter—The Blether! 

The first issue could not pass 
without some mention of 
John Eccles, who sadly died 
in January and will be much 
missed on the island. 

Pages 2 and 3 give an update 
on the new community wind 
turbine – a few facts and 
figures to understand how, 
why and what! There is also 
an update on the progress of 
the BIG lottery fund bid and 
the proposals for a new com-
munity bus service. On page 
5, there is a report on last 
year’s archaeological excava-
tions at Cantick, whilst pages 
6 to 9 have news of upcoming 
events, dates for diaries, and 
other useful information. 

Thank you to all of the 
contributors to this first 
issue. 

Contact details for further 
information or for contribu-
tions can be found on the 
back page. 
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Having been first presented as a 
possibility in 2003 by Community 
Energy Scotland, the Hoy Com-
munity Wind Turbine Generator 
was officially handed over by the 
supplier Enercon GmbH of Ger-
many, on 8th November 2011.  

Following grant awards from 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
and the Big Lottery Fund, a De-
velopment Officer was appointed 
in July 2010 to deliver the project 
from its planning stage. Diggers 
arrived on site and civil engineer-
ing works began in March 2011. 
Favourable weather conditions 
led to early progress and the 
foundations and access road were 
completed by mid May. The 
300m road consumed over 1,800 
tonnes of crushed rock/
chippings; with 17.5 tonnes of 
reinforcing steel and 400 tonnes 
of concrete making up the turbine 
and substation foundations. The 
main turbine components arrived 
from Germany on a dedicated 
ship to the new Golden Wharfe at 
Lyness early in June. The instal-
lation team arrived within days 
and the turbine was assembled 
and erected by the end of June. 

As news was released of the 
earthquake/tsunami disaster in 

Japan, we learned it had de-
stroyed a factory that manufac-
tured specialised control compo-
nents still needed for the turbine 
- our first real setback.  

Whilst other work could con-
tinue, such as the SSE grid con-
nection and communications 
links from BT, the turbine stood 
for 12 weeks whilst the control 
components were sourced else-
where. 

Following installation of the 
missing parts SSE completed 
their testing and our turbine was 
generating electricity and export-
ing to the National Grid from 
20th October 2011 - well before 
the project target date of end De-
cember 2011. 

The turbine stands at 67m high 
due to its 44m diameter rotor on 
a 45m tower, the rotational speed 
will vary from 12 to 34 rpm. It is 
capable of generating a maximum 
of 900kW/hour, but this requires 
a continuous wind speed of 
31mph - less wind will result in 
less power eg. 21mph will yield 
around 400kW/hour. The maxi-
mum wind speed in which it can 
operate is around 75mph, above 
this its own storm control will 
shut down the turbine. 

All electricity generated by the 
turbine is being sold to NPower 
and exported to the National Grid 
under Orkney’s own regional 
power zone. It is therefore most 
likely to be used within the Hoy 
area, or exported south via the 
Rackwick cable on days of low 
demand. However should there 
be a power cut, the turbine will 
shut down automatically for 
safety reasons - to protect the SSE 

linesmen etc. The final cost of the 
project is expected to be within 
budget at around £1.7 million. 
This funding has been raised via a 
90% loan from the Co-op bank 
over a 15 year period. The 10% 
deposit was raised via grants 
from CARES (£100k), HIE 
(£35k) and BLF (£35k). 

Due to changes in European and 
UK central government legisla-
tion announced late in 2010 we 
were unable to use the £400k 
grant offered by the Big Lottery 
Fund in 2009 - this however may 
still be available to our island 
community - a project currently 
being addressed by the IoHDT. In 
order to qualify for the commer-
cial loan a trading company had 
to be created - Hoy Energy Ltd. 
The turbine is operated on a com-
mercial basis by Hoy Energy Ltd, 
who are also responsible to main-
tain the turbine and repay the 
bank loan, whilst ensuring finan-
cial stability for the project over 
the 20 year life expectancy of the 
turbine. They have been given 
additional responsibility by 
IoHDT to plan/ implement a 
‘follow on project’ to provide 
community income for the longer 
term. Initial financial commit-
ments, such as debt service re-
serves and decommissioning fund 
(required by our lenders and 
OIC) will have to be met within 
the first months of operation, 
these funds will be held by the 
Co-op.  

A Community Benefit Fund 
(CBF) will be created by IoHDT, 
which will receive a minimum of 
50% of the operating surplus of 
the turbine project, these funds 
being available for immediate 

(Continued on page 3) 

COMMUNITY W IND TURBINE UPDATE 

PAGE 2 VOLUME 1 , ISSUE 1 



THE BLETHER 

ment and upgrading of 

the YM in Longhope. 

With the full involve-

ment of the YM com-

mittee, it is proposed 

that the kitchen is up-

graded and a Commu-

nity Café created. In 

addition, some space in 

the YM will be con-

verted into a fully 

equipped hairdressing 

salon that can be util-

ised by those with such 

skills on the island.  

Since this is technically 

not a new build, we will 

only be eligible for 

50% of the costs from 

BIG. Therefore, the 

Hoy Development 

Trust has just submitted 

a funding bid to the 

Orkney Leader fund for 

the remaining 50% 

which we hope will be 

successful. 

distribution. Initially the remaining 
50% being retained for long term main-
tenance/major component replacement 
and ultimately the ‘follow on project’. 
In readiness for the CBF a new Funding 
Committee is to be formed - which is 
open to all community groups and is-
land residents who will be given the 
responsibility to distribute the fund. 
The IoHDT will simply hold the fund 
within their charitable status (for tax 
purposes) until awards are chosen and 
confirmed. Should you be interested in 
being involved in the funding commit-
tee, please contact a member of the 
IoHDT. 

The Orkney Island Community Wind 
Turbine Projects have just received 
confirmation of the 2011 National 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

B IG LOTTERY FUND UPDATE  

(likely dial-a-bus-type) 

service to and from the 

North end of Hoy. Two 

hybrid minibuses (one 

with wheelchair access) 

will be purchased to de-

liver the service, which 

we hope to begin in late 

spring/early summer 

2012.  

Funding support from 

BIG also includes par-

tial operating costs for 

two years, which means 

two new positions for 

bus drivers will be ad-

vertised in the near fu-

ture. 

2) Funds have also been 

requested to build new 

garaging for the com-

munity buses, along 

with extra space provi-

sion within (for a so-

called ‘indoor-outdoor’ 

space), something that 

can be used for a range 

of community activi-

ties.  

BIG has agreed initial 

funding for the design 

and planning of the 

building (in accordance 

with their regulations 

for capital bids) and we 

are hoping that the 

build will be completed 

and ready for the imple-

mentation of the bus 

service. 

 

3)  Similar approval for 

design and planning 

costs were given by 

BIG for the refurbish-

 

 

 

A bid to the Big Lottery 

Fund (BIG) by the Hoy 

Development Trust has 

been recently approved.  

This will support sev-

eral projects that build 

upon a number of com-

munity priorities high-

lighted in the returns of 

a questionnaire circu-

lated by the Trust : 

 

1) Full funding has 

been provided to sup-

port a Community Bus 

Service on the island. 

This will provide a 

scheduled service be-

tween Longhope and 

Lyness (meeting some 

of the principal ferries 

during the day), in ad-

dition to a more limited 
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SURF Award (for community regenera-
tion) - this will be presented to the pro-
jects later in February. 

Finally it remains to thank the single 
most important sponsor of this project, 
Mrs Valerie Irvine who gifted to the 
Community the land on which the tur-
bine stands.  

There is a comprehensive library of pho-
tographs which cover the civil engineer-
ing process as well as the turbine deliv-
ery and installation - available on re-
quest. Should you have any questions 
about the turbine and/or commercial 
operation, please feel free to contact me 
at any time on 701816. 

Brian Clegg 
Turbine Development Officer  



IMAGE FROM THE TALBOT 

POSTCARD COLLECTION 

A full night of entertainment on 
the 24th February at the Hoy Kirk 
will help to launch a new exhibi-
tion “The man who never was 
a boy” celebrating Hoy’s most 
famous resident, The Old Man 
of Hoy. 

Open everyday from the 25th Feb-
ruary to 28th June, this exhibition, 
exploring the geology, flora and 
wildlife of the stack, will be an on-
going display at the kirk and also 
online at the Hoy heritage website 
-hoyheritage.co.uk. 

People are invited to add to the 
collection of material about the 
Old Man, so if you have any im-
ages or tales to tell, please get in 
touch by emailing hoyheri-
tage@btinternet.com or calling 
01856 850459 and become part 
of the show!  

See page 7 for details of the 
launch night line-up! 

The Friends of Hoy Kirk heritage project has 
been funded by LEADER, Heritage Lottery 
Fund, Orkney Islands Council Community 
Development Fund, The Hoy Trust and 
Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community Coun-
cil. 

LATEST EXHIBITION AT THE HOY K IRK 

THE GABLE END THEATRE AT THE BLUE DOOR 

open, and things should be left in 

the room on the right. 

• A truck will be going across on 

Thursday 1 March , so it would be 

helpful to have as much stuff as 

possible by that date. However, we 

can take another load on the fol-

lowing Thursday (8 March), so do 

keep things coming. 

• If you are in town that week 

you can drop things off at the shop. 

• If you have stuff but can't drop 

it off yourself, please contact Julie 

to arrange collection (791337 or 

email                                           

juliethomson14@btinternet.com). 

• As well as unwanted clothes, 

books, household items, etc. we 

can sell homebakes, homemade 

and garden produce, etc. If you 

want to provide anything edible 

please don't leave it in the Green 

Room - contact Julie as above. 

We will be holding a raffle during 

the week - please contact Elsie 

(791352) if you want to give a raf-

fle prize. 

 

Helping in the shop 

• We aim to provide two volun-

teers to help out in the shop each 

day - this could be for a morning, 

an afternoon or the whole day. Du-

ties would include stocking the 

rails, helping the regular volun-

teers who are there each week and 

making tea & coffee for everyone 

working that day. 

• When we heard we had the 

Blue Door, a number of folk vol-

unteered to help - if the offer is 

still open, or anyone else can help 

out, please can you contact Jude 

(701300, or reply by email). Some 

slots are already fully covered, but 

we are looking for additional folk 

for Tuesday 6, Wednesday 7, Fri-

day 9 and Saturday 10. 

• The shop is open 10am - 4pm 

each day, and ideally volunteers 

would be there 15 minutes before 

opening and 15 minutes after clos-

ing time, but because of the boat 

times that won't always be possible 

- we'll be very grateful for any 

time you can give, and it should be 

a lot of fun. 

 

Finally, if you're in town that 

week, do remember to call into the 

shop - there are bound to plenty of 

fantastic bargains to be had! 

 
Good news! 
First of all, some very good news 

for the theatre - we have been allo-

cated a grant of £7,953 from 

LEADER towards the current re-

furbishments to improve the en-

ergy efficiency (and comfort lev-

els!) at the Gable End.  

So, we have nearly all the funding 

in place.....but it would be great to 

make up the balance from what we 

can earn during our week at the 

Blue Door and we hope that you 

can help. 

 

Donating goods 

• Goods for us to sell can now 

be left at the Green Room at the 

theatre at any time - the door is 
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Excavations at Roeberry Barrow, Cantick, South 
Walls, which were concluded in 2011, revealed the 
early phases of the construction of the monument. 
The mound appeared to have started life as a Neo-
lithic chambered tomb, and was subsequently used 
for cremation burials in cists in the Bronze Age 
and finally an Iron Age square barrow was built 
into the top. 

The team from ORCA, led by Project Officer Dan 
Lee, were joined by a number of trainees that have 
been participating in the archaeology training pro-
gramme funded by the Scapa Flow Landscape 
Partnership Scheme. The trench was extended to 
the east to further investigate the partly excavated 
central stone lined cist and expose the edge of the 
large central area to the north that was defined by 
substantial orthostats.  

Excavations this season revealed that the first 
phase of the monument consisted of a small stalled 
Neolithic tomb with six large orthostats forming 
two opposing pairs of stalls. The tomb was aligned 
NE-SW with an entrance to the NE (unexcavated). 
The concentric external stone revetment walls ex-
posed during the previous seasons formed the out-
side of the tomb . The large central depression that 
was partly excavated last season turned out to be 
the robbed remains of the NW cell, and the inner 
wall had been removed. The tomb was not fully 
excavated and this stall was the only part to be in-
vestigated at floor level and no human remains 
were recovered. A possible post-hole was discov-
ered below the robbed internal wall line, perhaps 
representing a construction marker, and charcoal 
was recovered for dating. Several cists were in-
serted into the mound when the Neolithic tomb 
had been backfilled. The cists contained cremation 
burials and probably date to the Bronze Age. A 
third cist (c.0.80 x 0.49 x 0.62m), which had been 
inserted into the top of the backfilled tomb en-
trance, was discovered this season. The cist had 
previously been disturbed and there was no evi-
dence of a cremation burial. Unburnt human bone 
was found within the loose backfill, but could have 
been incorporated during disturbance. 

The key discovery this season was the remains of 
an inhumation burial in the central cist. This re-
lates to the substantial stone constructed square 
barrow that was built into the mound. The inser-

tion of this cist involved removing and breaking 
several large orthostats and cutting into the back-
filled Neolithic tomb. The central inhumation had 
been disturbed, most likely by antiquarians, and 
only the hands and feet remained in situ. The body 
was crouched and laid on the left side. The re-
mains of a juvenile inhumation, also crouched and 
placed on the left side, was found outside the cen-
tral cist to the NE within a layer of rubble. The un-
burnt human bone found across the mound, espe-
cially in the north cist and around the central cist, 
probably derives from these disturbed burials. The 
remains of the neonate burials found in 2009 to 
the SW of the central cist could also date to this 
phase. These burial rites and the square barrow 
architecture suggests that this phase of the monu-
ment dates to the Iron Age and possibly the first 
few centuries AD. This seasons excavations have 
confirmed the long history of construction and 
burial at Roeberry Barrow from the Neolithic to 
Iron Age, and portrays the monument as a signifi-
cant place for the communities at Cantick for sev-
eral millennia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report was compiled by Dan Lee of ORCA 
and originally submitted to the Scapa Flow Land-
scape Partnership Scheme.  It is reproduced here 
with his kind permission. Photos are the copy-
right of ORCA. 

Final season of excavation at Roeberry Barrow, Cantick 

reveals early secrets of the mound 
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For the RNLI the end of 
January is a very impor-
tant time of the year. This 
is when they hold their 
biggest fundraising event 
–SOS Day. With a cost of 
over £1000 to kit out just 
one member of the crew, 
you can see why they need 
to raise as much as possi-
ble.  So far this year, SOS 
fund ra i s i ng  e ven t s 
throughout the country 

have raised over £39,000 
for the RNLI, with money 
still coming in. As some of 
you will know, the Ladies 
of the Longhope Lifeboat 
Guild ran a takeaway eve-
ning on the 27th January, 
with the theme ‘Savour 
our Suppers’. 
 
Trish Avis, the President 
of the Guild said:  
 “Longhope Lifeboat 
Guild would like to thank 
everyone who supported 
the recent SOS "Savour 
our Suppers" fundraising 
takeaway evening. We 

managed to serve around 
80 meals! Unfortunately, 
we were unable to serve a 
few folk who hadn't 
booked, but we were all 
surprised at the popular-
ity of event. As a result, 
we will be seriously con-
sidering at our next meet-
ing whether to do another 
evening! We raised 
£251.30 on the evening 
and a donation brought 
the total for our SOS 
event to £275.61. Once 
again thanks for your con-
tinuing support, as always 
it is much appreciated.” 

the willing army of volun-
teers who regularly turn 
out to make the day run 
smoothly. 

We need timekeepers, 
people to hand out drinks 
en route, transport for the 
runners, caterers, bar 
staff, marshals, people to 
register entrants and look 
after their baggage, to 
write out certificates.... 
the list goes on. 

Whilst we hope that all 

The 26th Hoy Half and 
Quarter Marathons will 
take place on Sunday 17 
June 2012. As one of 
Orkney's largest sporting 
events, the success of 
'Marathon day' relies on 

our regulars will be will-
ing to help out again this 
year there is always room 
for more helpers! If you 
would like to get involved, 
please give Jan or Jude a 
ring on 701300 or email 
hoyhalf@gmail.com. 

Most folk who  have en-
tered in previous years 
will receive a pack auto-
matically, but if you didn't 
get an email and had to 
request an entry form last 
year please get in touch 

SOS RNLI FUNDRAISER 

HOY HALF MARATHON 

IoHDT Community Benefit FUND 
replacement of the turbine.  

The community benefit fund is 

intended to provide pump-

priming, full or (preferably) 

match funding for projects on 

the island, providing they are 

covered by our Memorandum 

of Association – i.e. more or 

less anything that is not overtly 

political or religious in nature. 

Any islander or island group 

may apply, the key principle 

being that any project must be 

of clear benefit to the commu-

nity. Applications for small 

grants will be made by com-

pleting a simple form. For lar-

ger grants further detailed 

information will be required.  

 

Funding applications will be 

considered by an ‘arm’s-length’ 

committee, who will assess 

some basic principles of the 

application—such as fit to the 

island development plan and 

what benefits will accrue to 

residents or groups on the 

island. The committee will 

comprise members of the com-

munity voted in by YOU, more 

details will be available at the 

 
The first priority on any income 

generated by our community 

wind turbine will be to repay 

the bank loans needed to build 

it. However, all operating profit 

from the turbine will go to the 

community, mostly to a 

“Community Benefit Fund”, 

with a proportion being set 

aside for servicing and eventual 
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Longhope Lifeboat 

at Stroma July 2011 

(see details above) to be 
added to the list. 

If you think you might 
like to enter but aren't 
sure yet, don't worry – 
island residents can en-
ter as late as the morn-
ing of the race.  

For the last few years, 
local ladies have far out-
numbered local men, so 
lets see if the men can do 
better this year! 

Hoy Development Trust’s An-

nual General Meeting. Anyone 

who would like to volunteer for 

election to this committee 

should contact a Director of the 

Trust. 

 

We are hoping that the Com-

munity Benefit Fund will be 

open for funding applications 

by the end of the year (2012) 

and further announcements 

regarding this will be made 

nearer the time. 



The man who never was a boy—The 
Old Man of Hoy—exhibition opens, 
celebrating Hoy's most famous resi-
dent. 

AND hitting the high notes, The 
Stromabank Pub Choir will be sing-
ing - for the first time- a new com-
position celebrating the Old Man of 
Hoy.  

Refreshments will be provided 

This event is funded by the Scapa 
Flow Landscape Partnership 
Scheme. 

Dance workshop, dinner and dance will be held in the YM Longhope on 
Thursday 12th April 2012. 

• 3 - 5pm Dance Workshop lead by Jessie Stuart from Dufftown 

• 5.30pm Dinner 

• 7pm Ceilidh - band The Kirjuvagr Ceilidh Band 

• 11pm Ferry leaves Longhope, calling at Lyness, for Houton 

• Tickets £15 per adult and £7.50 per child (16 and under & still at 
school) Children must be accompanied by an adult 
• Tickets are available for each part of the event but please contact be-
low for a price 
• Booking is essential by the deadline of 2nd April 

• Licenced bar and raffles at the dance 
 

Contact Mabel: 791359 or e-mail mabel.besant775@btinternet.com 

  

Elaine Batchelor, the South Isles Ranger, has recently updated her walks for the win-
ter months. All are welcome to join these walks as they are for all abilities. Anyone 
with interesting stories or specialist knowledge of the area that they would like to 
share would be especially welcome! 

February 25th  - Walk Wee Fea 

Meet at 1 pm at the picnic site/viewpoint above Lyness. The length of the walk de-
pends on the weather! Walking boots and waterproofs essential. 

March  24th  - Circular walk around Brims 

Meet at 1 pm at the Lifeboat museum carpark. Walking boots and waterproofs essen-
tial. 

For further information email southislesranger@gmail.com or phone Elaine - 791176 

TRADITIONAL DANCING - HOY FRINGE EVENT 

W INTER WALKS WITH THE RANGER 

THE BLETHER 

A NIGHT OF ENTERTAINMENT AT THE HOY K IRK ! 

FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY from 
7pm - 9:30pm—admission free 

Head for the heights of Hoy 

The Long Hope film:  Professional 
rock climber Dave MacLeod, will tell 
the story of his first free ascent of 
the famous Long Hope route on St 
John's Head. Dave spent three sum-
mers visiting Hoy and attempting 
the climb which is documented in 
this new film. The Long Hope route 
now stands as one of the most diffi-
cult rock climbs of it's type in the 
world. 

THERE IS DANCING 
EVERY MONDAY EVE-
NING IN THE YM 
FROM 8 - 10 PM 
WHERE EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME.  £2.00 
PER ADULT AND 50P 
PER CHILD. RE-

F R E S H M E N T S  
SERVED  IN  THE 
BREAK.  

OVER THE AYRE TO 

BRIMS 
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From the OIC website: 
The Electoral Registration Officer in Orkney is urging vot-
ers in the isles who have not returned their postal vote 
application forms issued in mid December to do so as 
soon as possible. Following consultation with isles resi-
dents, Orkney Islands Council introduced postal, or 
‘absent’, voting for all outer and inner islands within Ork-
ney. 

Isles voters will also be able to vote at their nearest 
mainland Orkney polling station. 

Any isles households in Orkney who have not received an 
application form, or need a replacement form, should con-
tact the Electoral Registration Office at 8 Broad Street, 
Kirkwall, Tel: 876222 or e-mail ero@orkney.gov.uk The 
deadline to register for postal votes in the May 3 elections 
is 18 April. 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10 am  6-7 pm 

Tuesday 2-3 pm 

Wednesday 1-2 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10 am 

Friday 9-10 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 6-7 pm every week. 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy. 

 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 3 days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

B ITS AND P IECES 

Postal vote reminder for isles Folk  
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Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wifi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wifi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

A Thank you 

A big  

THANK YOU  

to all the people who organised, 
cooked, ate, danced, played and 

cleared up at the Burns Supper  and 
Turbine Dance.  

Thank you for making this a very   
enjoyable occasion! 

 



GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

meeting dates for 2012 are:- 

16 March 

4 May 

15 June (Finance meeting) 

31 August 

2 November 

DATES FOR D IARIES 

Annual General Meetings 
 
Date: 21 February 2012 
Time: 8 pm 
Venue: YM 
 
The YM committee are holding their 
AGM. New committee members wel-
come to help to maintain the running of 
the hall and organise events. 
 
Date: 2 March 2012 
Time: 2.30 pm 
Venue: Hoy Centre 
 
Hoy Centre Committee AGM fol-
lowed by a General Meeting 
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Date: 10 March 2012 
Time: 8 pm 
Venue: YM 
 
Longhope Sailing Club Dance 
  
NB: Longhope Regatta is 7th 
July—please make a note in your 
diary! 

27th February 2012 

Hoy and Walls Healthcare sub-committee are 
holding a meeting at North Walls School at 7:30 pm.  
Followed by a meeting with  NHS ORKNEY at 8 pm. 

 28 March 2012 

The School is putting on a musical 

Little Red Riding Hood 

at  North Walls School 

 
More details will be posted nearer the 

time. 

Date: 21 March 2012 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Next  meeting of 

Island of Hoy Development Trust 

 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO 

COME ALONG 

PLEASE NOTE 

Everyone is welcome as an observer 

 Any questions you would like answered must be put in 

writing to either Carol or Jayne 7 days prior to the meet-

ing or can be given in  at the meeting for inclusion on the 

agenda of the next meeting 

Carol 701760  carol_lock@btinternet.com 

Jayne 701266  jayne492@btinternet.com  

Leap Year Tea Dance in the YM on 26 

February 2012 at 2 pm 

A family afternoon of traditional dancing. Tea, 

coffee and hot chocolate with biscuits and cake 

served at the break! 

Preliminary Notice of Bag the Bruck weekend—21/22 
April 2012—date to be confirmed. 
 
Any volunteers to get in touch with Elaine on 791176 



Contact email: ihdt@btinternet.com  

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

 

 

HAVE YOU GOT WHAT IT TAKES? 

IoHDT aims to make a unique contribution whether making a difference for 

our island by delivering a quality service or improving the quality of life for 

a particular group, or helping residents realise their vision and aims.  The 

development trust board, which is part of the organisation with formal 

power and responsibility, must ensure that the Trust meets these aims. The 

powers and responsibilities are contained in the governing document and 

backed up by law.  If things go wrong, it is the board that will be called to 

account so Board members need to be aware of this and to act in the best 

interests of the organisation following all requirements of law and regula-

tion.   

To enable IoHDT to meet its aims, the board performs the following func-

tions: 

•Plan the work of the organisation to meet its aims 

•Consider long, medium and short terms in the development plan 

•Be guided by the aims when making all decisions 

•Monitor, evaluate and review progress towards meeting the aims 

•Act within the law 

•Comply with the demands of external regulators 

•Maintain the values of the organisation 

•Provide guidance for volunteers and staff in performing their duties 

•Ensure that money is spent and resources used in line with the purposes 

for which they were given 

•Account for expenditure and resources used 

 

Can you do this?  Interested?  If you would you be 

willing to become a board member, please contact 

one of the Board. 

The Blether is in its infancy, but  more issues are planned, initially every two months. We are 

looking for regular contributors. Do you have a burning desire to write a regular column, perhaps 
on gardening or farming or wildlife? Has your club/society or charity got an event planned that 
you’d like to publicise? Do you have items  to sell or a business to advertise? 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
Items for inclusion in the next (April) edition must be submitted by 2nd April 2012 

THE BLETHER  
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NEWS FROM THE NORTH WALLS SCHOOL 

The school now holds a regular Eco Hour in the school every Wednesday afternoon and Elaine 
Batchelor, the South Isles Ranger, comes and assists with creating deep beds for growing vegeta-
bles and also planting trees and shrubs within the grounds (if you can donate top soil or plants 
please contact Elaine on 791176). The pupils are working towards their Silver School Eco Award 
and as part of this initiative the school is setting up its own Eco Blog which anyone can log on to 
and see what is happening. 

Further details about the blog and the Eco award in the next issue……... 



COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE survey 

IoHDT will be starting a community bus service later this year. Due to the geography of the island, this 
means instigating two routes: one from Longhope to Lyness and the other from Hoy to Longhope. The 
Hoy service will be run several times a week on a "dial-a-bus" basis. The Longhope bus service is aiming 
to meet most of the ferries (arrival times at Lyness shown below). Please tick which journeys you would 
most likely use.  

 

 

 

Shopping trips to Kirkwall on Saturdays are also planned.  The bus would leave Longhope to catch the 
9.00 am boat and return on the 4.15 boat.  Would you be likely to use this service? 

 

 

 

We also plan a Sunday service from Longhope to meet Stevie’s boat at 10.00 am and return for the boat 
at 4.39 pm..  Is this a service you would like to be included? 

 

 

 

Please add any other comments in the box below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Completed bus survey forms should be put in one of the boxes at Groats’ Shop, Lyness waiting room or 
Hoy PO or email Jayne  jayne492@btinternet.com  

MONDAY TICK TUESDAY TICK WEDNESDAY TICK THURSDAY TICK FRIDAY TICK 
7.10   6.50   6.50   6.50   7.10   
8.45   9.10   9.10   9.10   8.45   
2.05   2.05   2.05   2.05   2.25   
4.15   4.15   4.15   4.15   4.15   
6.10   6.10   6.10   6.10   6.10   

YES   NO   

YES   NO   

 


