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As you all know, the Hoy Head went 
off last year to the Cammell Laird yard 
on Merseyside for a ‘little’ remodel-
ling!  
 
End of January 2013 and the length-
ening part of the project is well under-
way, her total length now increased to 
53.30 m, making her the vessel with 
the highest load capacity in the Ork-
ney Ferries fleet. Passenger capacity 
has increased to 125 persons and the 
larger deck area will allow for a 
greater car load. 
 
A new bow thruster and propeller 
units have been added and this up-
grade will improve her manoeuvrabil-
ity and carbon footprint. Crew accom-
modation is being improved and some 
limited upgrade of the passenger ac-
commodation has also been planned. 
The Hoy Head is now all ready to 
paint and, currently, with the project 
on schedule, she’s due to return home 
in early April. Following her return, 
and on completion of at least a week 
of trials, she’ll be back in service.  
 
The photos were taken several weeks 
ago by Robbie Thomson and other 
information has come from a number 
of sources,  including http://
shipbuildingtribune.com and Orkney 
Ferries. 

Welcome to the sev-
enth issue of THE BLE-

THER. 

 

The February issue fea-
tures an update on the 
Hoy Head and on the 
new island nurse. There 
is also news from the 
Hoy Dancers, the Hoy 
Kirk Archive and  from 
North Walls School. 

You can also find the 
usual round-up of events 
and meetings but please 
check dates and times 
nearer the event as some 
things can change. 

Thank you once again to 
all of the contributors to 
the seventh issue and for 
the use of their photo-
graphs. 

Contact details for further 
information or for contribu-
tions can be found on the back 
page. 
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Dancing has taken a batter-
ing since it resumed from 
the Christmas break - gales 
and  frosty weather has 
caused two evenings to be 
cancelled so far which has 
been a great shame seeing 

we missed no Monday evenings last winter.  
Numbers are very good and we have great 
fun - anyone is welcome to come along from 
8 - 10 pm on a Monday evening.  The cost is 
£2 per adult and £1 per child.  
 
It is only two months now until the 8th 
Fringe Event for Hoy and bookings are 
going well again from folks from Orkney, 
Scotland, Shetland and beyond who want to 
be part of this island experience.  On the 11th 
April 2013 we will be hosting a Jessie Stuart 
Dance Workshop, Dinner and Dance again.  
The band for the dance is The Kirkjuvagr 
Ceilidh Band.  The whole day ticket price is 
£16 or any one part is £8 - e.g., Dance only.  
Half price for 16yrs (still at school) and un-
der. Booking is essential due to the 
numbers involved and this needs to be 
done by 2nd April by calling Mabel on 
791359. It is a really worthwhile event to be 
involved in.  The success is due to the hard 
work put in by the dancers to welcome peo-

ple to the event.  The late ferry hire costs 
have just about been met with the fundrais-
ing events being so well supported.  We still 
have an afternoon Tea Dance to come and 
another Bingo afternoon (by popular de-
mand).  Watch out for these dates.   
 
We plan to have an evening of a ‘Trip Down 
Memory Lane’ in the YM on 23rd February.  
It will take the form of an informal supper, 
yarn and photographs to jog memories.  
These could be in the form of albums or on 
computer loop.  I’m appealing to you all to 
loan photographs of events, people, groups 
like Youth Clubs, concerts, shows etc etc etc.  
Anything to make a nice evening reminiscing 
about days gone by.  Some feelers have al-
ready been put out but we have not received 
many photographs yet - if we don’t have 
enough material by 17th February we may 
have to reschedule it.  Please contact either 
Sue Hollands or myself if you are willing to 
loan pictures - if you would like us to scan 
pictures on to pen-drive to show on a com-
puter loop please get in touch as soon as pos-
sible.  Any proceeds from this event will go 
towards equipment for dancing (e.g. a micro-
phone).  
 
Mabel j Besant 791359 

And they also made……….. 

 

Picture frames from cereal 

boxes. 

We cut then out and covered 

them with wrapping paper.  Cut a 

hole for the picture then deco-

rated them. We took them home 

to give as Christmas presents.  

Report by all Class One 

As part of North Walls Eco project, Class 

One were busy growing hyacinths. 

First we put the seed in 

the pot.  It has to wait in 

the dark place until it is 

big. You took it home 

when it is green.  It 

f lowered in the 

warmth. 

Report by Morwen 

Thomson and Bryonie 

Besant P3 

NEWS FROM THE HOY DANCERS 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL ECO PROJECT 

PAGE 2 THE BLETHER 



My name is 
Roz Ware 
and I will be 
your commu-
nity nurse 
from March. 
 
I have been a 
nurse now 
for twenty 
y e a r s  

(frightening how quick time is 
going). I trained as a Registered 
General Nurse in Norfolk, and 
went into general medical nurs-
ing. After a year I obtained a po-
sition in paediatrics, and I 
stayed in children’s nursing for 
eighteen months. From there I 
moved back into general nurs-
ing/district nursing for the next 
three years in a variety of set-
tings. 
 
I then moved into cardiac reha-
bilitation nursing, as ward sis-
ter. This was probably the 
toughest job so far, and I had a 
steep learning curve in both 

people management and budget 
restraints! After two years I 
moved back into community 
nursing, in the local community 
hospital, after starting my fam-
ily. In this post not only was I a 
nurse but physio, OT, and social 
worker all in one. From here I 
went into practice nursing 
where I have been for the last 
nine years, in our local GP sur-
gery. 
 
As a practice nurse I spent half 
my time with general duties in-
cluding women’s health, vac-
cines, dressings, travel health 
etc. I gradually became quali-
fied in all these areas, including 
becoming a smoking cessation 
advisor. The other half of my 
role was as a specialist respira-
tory nurse, looking after approx 
1000 patients, of all ages, with 
chest disease. I set up a home 
clinic service for the chronically 
ill and took part in several re-
search projects within the res-
piratory area. 

hibitions such as ‘James Sinclair – The Bota-
nist from the Bu’ and ‘Silver Lining’ by Jeff 
Clark, and entertaining evenings with a wide 
range of speakers and topics. The visitor’s 
book has encouraged our efforts with positive 
comments. 
 
The initial two years were about setting up a 
legacy in the form of the Hoy archive and we 
are busy making plans to continue what has 
started. We now have a picture hanging sys-
tem and look forward to christening it at the 
next annual Hoy Art & Craft Open show in the 
summer. We also look forward to a book 
launch for Pearl Sinclair’s photographic census 
of Hoy, and an exhibition by North Walls 
School of their wool project with Amy Kinsey.  
Remember you can hire Hoy Kirk for your own 
event too – call 791155 to book.  
 
See page 12 for information about the next 
event to be held on 22nd March 2013. 

NEWS FROM THE HOY ARCHIVE AT HOY K IRK 

I hope as the nurse on Hoy I will 
be able to offer a wide range of 
services for the whole popula-
tion, including well woman 
clinic, smoking cessation, travel 
advice and childhood vaccina-
tions, and of course respiratory 
care, along with general nursing 
duties both in the surgery and in 
people’s home. 
 
Throughout my nursing career I 
have enjoyed further study and 
lifelong learning to enhance my 
practice, but, above all, I love 
the daily contact with my pa-
tients. I love nursing and find it 
a huge privilege to be able to do 
this job. 
 
I live on Hoy as from two 
months ago with my partner Dr 
Iain Cromarty and our two boys 
Isaac and Ben. We are looking 
forward to the challenges of yet 
another new garden and explor-
ing Orkney a little more! 

We enjoyed an evening  of Hoy Heritage on Burn’s 
Night with a light supper of mince and clapshot fol-
lowed by talks from Jimmy Moar on Hoy ship-
wrecks, Jenny Taylor on the trees and woodlands 
of Hoy, Daniel Lee on recent Hoy archaeology, and 
to cap it all, Frankie Sinclair made a creel. One of 
Frankie’s miniature creels will be on permanent dis-
play at Hoy Kirk and information from all the other 
presentations will become part of the archive. We 
recorded Jimmy’s talk and hope to make it avail-
able at the archive illustrated with images for those 
that missed it - it’s well worth a listen.   
 
Congratulations to all the volunteers at Hoy Kirk, 
the community have clocked up an amazing 
£14,000 worth of their time. It’s an incredible 
achievement. The project is coming to the end of 
the initial two year funded period of activity. 
 
Highlights have been the creation of an archive at 
Hoy Kirk where visitors can browse folders on sub-
jects from Hoy Weddings to the Dwarfie Stane, ex-

MEET OUR NEW ISLAND NURSE 
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COUNCIL COMMENT 
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The council will shortly be finalising the new 

Council Plan 2013-2018 setting out its ambitions 

and priorities and the projects it hopes to de-

liver for our benefit. Along with the perennial 

Transport, Housing, Care and Economic head-

ings there is an exciting opportunity for Hoy. In 

the ‘Promoting successful, thriving communities’ 

section of the Plan, there is an opportunity for 

the Lyness Visitor Centre which is being pur-

sued.  This £2M project is being considered and 

here is an excerpt from the current report to 

committee. 

 

“We are moving towards a number of significant 

anniversaries / commemorations in respect of 

both world wars and it is anticipated that Ork-

ney, Lyness and Scapa Flow in particular will at-

tract a great deal of national and indeed interna-

tional attention. The proposal is to not only re-

furbish and repair the current buildings to pre-

serve this vital part of history, but to take the 

opportunity to develop and augment a sustain-

able visitor attraction and community facility. 

This would include an element of new build to 

provide a café, shop and toilet facilities which 

could operate independently of the museum, 

moving these from their present position in an 

extension to the Pump House which has poor 

facilities, to a purpose built accessible facility. 

The space currently used for these facilities 

could then be redesignated as a store for arte-

facts. 

 

The proposal would additionally enable an ex-

pansion and enhancement of museum displays, 

enabling the Romney Hut to be used for the dis-

play of the Council’s extensive collection of 

small boats which had previously been hoped to 

display as part of the Orkney Boat Museum pro-

ject. The Romney Hut would be an ideal location 

as it was used as a boat repair workshop during 

World War 2, and this would enable excellent 

interpretation of that element of the site, as 

well as telling more of Orkney’s maritime story.  

The Buildings that comprise the Scapa Flow Visi-

tor Centre, are of local, island, national and even 

international significance. They have fallen into 

a serious state of decline in the past decade and 

it is critical that a decision is made now as to 

their future. As the world stage looks towards 

the anniversaries of commemorative events in 

respect of both world wars, all eyes will be 

turned towards Orkney. This project is without 

doubt a costly one but there is the potential to 

attract significant levels of external funding. If 

this project is allowed to progress the finished 

product will be a fitting and lasting legacy to the 

past, whilst helping to secure the foundations of 

Lyness’s future.” 

 

This project still needs to be supported by sig-

nificant external funding and local support, so 

let’s hope that all goes well to secure the future 

of the very valuable attraction. 

 

Councillor James Stockan 

STOP PRESS: Information from Radio Orkney Facebook page 07/02/2013 

The proposed work at the Scapa Flow Visitor Centre and Museum was generally met by support from the 

members of the Council’s Education, Leisure and Housing Committee. The Committee voted to move the 

project on to the next stage which will see the project put on the council’s capital appraisal programme. 

Councillor Russ Madge expressed his full support for the project, saying it would be extremely embarrassing 

to leave the site as it is. Convenor Steven Heddle echoed his colleague’s support but stressed the committee 

should consider other funding options in addition to the one proposed. The current plans anticipate £1 mil-

lion pounds in external grant funding, leaving a remaining cost to the council of £985,000. 



items they might require on the day.  All in 

all it was  a very productive time. 

 

Two o'clock  arrived and the doors opened to 

lots and lots of customers.  Within a short 

time every stall was busy with people buying 

raffle tickets, taking part in quizzes, compe-

titions,  buying home bakes and items off  

the sales tables.  Now the children had the 

opportunity to show off their customer skills 

and their proficiency in handling money.  This 

was followed by handing out the many prizes 

that had been won.  
 

Thanks to parents and friends who sup-

ported the event and gave so generously but 

any money made is only secondary to the 

great experience the pupils had in running 

and organising a real event.  They gained a  

wealth of experience in money management, 

decision making and organisation skills.  

Added to that, they had great fun!   So 

thanks again to everyone who came and 

helped make it such a tremendous success. 

 

 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL NEWS 

Enterprise Day 6th December 2012 
As promised in the last edition of the 

'Blether' here is a report about the event. 

There was a buzz of anticipation about the 

school during the morning of Thursday 6th De-

cember as pupils went about setting up their 

stalls and doing the final preparations.  For 

the 3 weeks previously to this day pupils had 

been planning and preparing for this event.  

They had participated in decision making and 

research about where any money raised would 

go, what activities they would have and what 

roles they all would play. Posters were made 

advertising the event and individual posters 

were produced to attract customers to their 

stalls. Class One had baked mouth watering 

muffins and biscuits and Class Two had made 

items to sell and devised quizzes. In maths 

lessons pupils practised counting money and 

giving change.  Individual stall holders had to 

organise what they needed and prepare any 
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HIE COMMUNITY SURVEY REPORT 

ISLAND BUS AND YM PROJECTS—COMMUNITY MANDATE  

The IoHDT would like to thank all who took time to return the forms that were 

delivered to folk on the island in December 2012. 

The number of residents on the island eligible to vote was 347 although only 344 could be included; 

three people were not approached because of excessive age and/or terminal illness. Another four peo-

ple stated that they did not want the forms; these were classed as abstentions for  the ‘percentage of 

voting population’ along with 108 that did not reply. 

 

A total of 232 replies were received and the results are shown in the table below. These results were 

independently checked by the Clerk to the Community Council, Trish Avis. 
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Community Bus   % of replies   % of voting population 

Abstentions 6 2.6 + 112 not 
returned 

34.4 

No 28 12   8.1 
Yes 198 85.8   57.5 
Total 232   66.8% of the population replied 
YM refurbishment   % of replies   % of voting population 

Abstentions 5 2.2 + 112 not 
returned 

34 

No 28 12   8 
Yes 199 85.8   58 
Total 232   66.8% of the population replied 

showed concern about few appropriate job oppor-

tunities for young people. A large number agreed 

that the island catered well for parents and tod-

dlers, young children and the retired. Although the 

vast majority of respondents (84%) felt part of the 

community to some extent  (48% of the respon-

dents were involved in community activities of 

some sort), there was some concern about Com-

munity Leadership. 

 

Overall, 81% were satisfied with Hoy as a place to 

live, whilst 61% were optimistic about the future 

of the island. 

 

The full report can be found on the IoHDT web-

site and can be made available, on request, to any-

one unable to access the online version. 

A survey was conducted on Hoy and Walls as 

part of a series of community surveys commis-

sioned by HIE (Highlands and Islands Enter-

prise). Two hundred and eighty individuals on 

Hoy and Walls were sampled in November and 

December 2012 using a self-completion postal 

questionnaire. 107 responses were received (a 

response rate of 38%). 

 

For those who responded, the most important fu-

ture development issues were an Affordable 

Warmth Scheme and Sheltered Accommodation, 

the latter preferably being a mix of warden super-

vised and nursing home type accommodation.  

 

Respondents agreed that the island has an acces-

sible GP surgery and a good primary school but 



ST JOHN ’S CHURCH :  T IME FOR ACTION 

PAGE 7 ISSUE 7 

St John’s, the peedie white kirk on the north side of Longhope Bay, is in danger of falling down. 
This lovely building, in its wonderful setting, is close to the hearts of many for its family connec-
tions, memories or simply for its beauty and spiritual power. The island without it, or with a shell 
left behind, would be a poorer place. 
 
When the Church of Scotland made St John’s redundant along with the Hoy Kirk, protracted ne-
gotiations resulted in it being bought for a nominal sum by the community. The legal owners are 
now the Friends of St John’s Trust Church, which anyone may join, and it is administrated by a 
board of Trustees. When the sale went through 6 years ago, it was clear that remedial work was 
necessary and a programme of repairs was started. It also seemed that more major work such as 
reroofing would soon be needed. A survey was carried out by May Banks for P J Finnigan Archi-
tects and her report recommended that further work be done; some urgent, some desirable but 
mostly essential. This involves a new roof and repair or renewal of the walls and stonework, as 
well as improvement in rainwater drainage. Once the  building is watertight, the interior will 
need repair to the lath and plaster walls and redecoration. The estimate for the cost of this work is 
£120,000 + VAT. 
 
There has been discussion about the use and purpose of the kirk, with several exciting sugges-
tions, but it has been felt that simply preserving St John’s is the main purpose. There are few 
churches like it in their original state and it is included in the Church of Scotland's list of 100 
churches most worth visiting. The plan at the moment is to leave the interior as it is and not to 
install electricity, although this would still be open to discussion if funding were available. We are 
fortunate to have so many publicly available venues on the island, all thriving, and it would be a 
pity to risk undermining this by turning St Johns into a competitor. St Johns would, of course, 
still be available for services, weddings and funerals, Church of Scotland or otherwise, as well as 
for concerts, exhibitions etc. if desired. 
 
It was decided at a public meeting on 3rd February to endorse the Trustees’ suggestion to grasp 
the nettle and set about raising the necessary funding. Although much of this will need to be 
sought from external funding agencies, there will be a local fund-raising campaign to kick-start 
the process giving the message that St John’s matters. 
 
At the meeting, volunteers agreed to set up two sub-groups; one to look into the process and 
technicalities of the work, and the other to organise fundraising. Jayne Traynor, Community De-
velopment Officer, will be closely involved.  If anybody would like to help or has any ideas or sug-
gestions contact Paul Kettle, Chair of the Trustees, on 791081 or kettle_hoy@hotmail.com or 
come to the AGM on Sunday 3rd March at the North Walls Centre at 3pm. 
 
Paul Kettle  



Photographs by Mary Harris and more can be seen on the Longhope Lifeboat Facebook page. 

Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope, 07709 692811, 01856 701924 
maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS 
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On Saturday 9 February we 
were visited by Nigel Millard, a 
member of Torbay lifeboat 
crew and a highly regarded 
professional photographer 
with the RNLI. The purpose of 
this visit was to record images 
that he hopes to use in his 
new book ‘The Lifeboat’. 

 

This book is due to be pub-
lished in September 2013 and 
is a visual record of a year in 
the life of a lifeboat. Nigel said 
“I use images which will vary 
from a rainy rough afternoon 
in seas around Arran to a 
fundraiser on a grey street in 
Birmingham”. His photographs 
cover not only heroism but the 
families, the history and the 
future of the RNLI. 

While he was here, he photo-
graphed some members of the 
lifeboat guild, the lifeboat crew, 
both former and present and 
action aboard RNLB Helen 
Comrie. 

The highlight of his visit was 
the launching of our former life-
boat RNLB Thomas McCunn 

from the Longhope Lifeboat Mu-
seum at Brims. 

While he was taking photo-
graphs of a former winch man of 
the Thomas McCunn, he showed 
me an image on his camera. I 
was stunned with the quality of 
this image, it was incredible. I do 
hope he uses that one in his 
book and I eagerly await its pub-
lication. 

  

There is a short video about 
Nigel on YouTube and I have 
posted 'the launch' on our RNLI 
Longhope Facebook page. I also 
recommend looking at his su-
p e r b  p h o t o g r a p h s  o n 
www.NIGELMILLARD.co.uk 

 

 

Mary Harris 

Members of the RNLI Longhope Life-
boat Guild, Lifeboat Crew and Hector 

RNLB Helen Comrie and-
Thomas McCunn 

Launching RNLB Thomas McCunn 

Coxswain Kevin Kirkpatrick 
and Nigel Millard 

Later in the year, the Longhope Lifeboat Museum will be in the Blue Door charity shop in Kirkwall. If 
anyone has any donations or would like to offer their services, then please contact Kevin Kirkpatrick 
or any member of the Lifeboat Museum Committee.  



SPOTLIGHT ON NORTH WALLS SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 

Who are we and what do we do? 
The Parent Council of North Walls recognises that 
the school plays an important role not just in the 
lives of the children who attend and their parents, 
but is central to the ongoing development of the Hoy 
& Walls communities. We would therefore like to 
highlight what the Parent Council does and how you 
as a community member can add your support to the 
school. 
 
The role of the Parent Council is to:  
• support the school in its work with pupils & 
strive for a rich learning environment 
• represent the views of all parents 
• encourage links between the school, parents, 
pupils, pre-school groups and the wider community 
• report back to all the parents in the school 
(called the Parent Forum) 
• play a role in the appointment of headteachers 
• support the school and pupils during school in-
spections 
• engage in fundraising to support extra-curricular 
activities and enrich the learning experience 
 
NB: The parent council does not deal with issues in-
volving specific parents or children which should al-
ways be addressed in private to the headmaster in the 
first instance. 
 
Developing links with the wider community 
This is part of the Parent Council’s remit and we are 
excited about some up and coming developments in 
this area: 
 
Growing together on Hoy is a new idea which 
encourages the interaction between our school chil-
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From the North Walls Parent Council: 
 
Sandra Atherton – Chair 
Liz Train – Vice Chair 
Nicci Budge - Treasurer 
George McKinlay – Acting Headmaster 
Moira Groat – Teaching Member 
Gwen Simpson – Parent Member 

 
 
Isabel Chevalier – Parent Member 
Martina Docherty – Parent Member 
Paul Kettle – Parent Member 
Sara Pearson – Parent Member 
Grace Robertson – North Walls Centre Representative 
Susan Whittingham - Clerk 

dren and the Haey Hope Club. We are very privi-
leged to have a multi-purpose building used by com-
munity groups such as the Haey Hope and wish to 
make the best use of this environment. We believe 
that those who have a greater experience of life have 
much to offer our children such as teaching skills, 
providing first hand history of our island and much 
more. Similarly, our children have much to offer our 
older folk by sharing their experiences and skills too. 
Please watch out for notices as Growing Together on 
Hoy develops. 
 
Coffee Mornings. Members of the Parent Council 
are hoping to set up a once per term coffee morning 
open to all members of the community. This will be 
an opportunity to provide a social gathering space 
whilst at the same time highlighting the work of the 
Parent Council and hopefully raise funds for the 
school. We hope that this will also be something that 
the children can become involved in using practical 
skills like baking, develop an interest in providing 
community services and developing their enterprise 
skills. Please watch out for notices and posters adver-
tising the coffee morning dates. It would be great to 
see everyone. 
 
Are you interested in becoming a member? 
If you can commit to one meeting per term and sup-
port the role of the parent council, then please con-
tact Sandra Atherton on 701213 for more informa-
tion on Parent Council membership. 
 
Date of Next Event: Community Cuppa —
coffee morning on Monday 25th February,  
10 am—12pm  at North Walls Centre Commu-
nity Room. 
 



Welcome to the new column focusing on 

the World War II heritage of Hoy and 

Walls. Some of you may recognise me as 

‘that young lad’ from the Scapa Flow 

Visitor Centre & Museum or perhaps 

from my involvement in various ar-

chaeological activities with Dan Lee and 

ORCA around Cantick and Rackwick 

Valley. In the past year I have moved 

down to Aberdeen where I am now 

studying for a PhD in Archaeology. 

 

My research is all about the impact of 

conflict on small islands and their com-

munities, very much inspired by my 

time on Hoy. Over the next three years 

I’m going to be looking at the archaeo-

logical remains of WWII and trying to 

better understand the physical and so-

cial impacts that the war had on Hoy, 

both during and immediately after the 

end of hostilities. I’ll also be looking at 

how the legacy of the conflict continues 

to affect Hoy and the community today. 

 

As my studies progress, I hope to bring 

you regular updates and share interest-

ing nuggets of information about Hoy’s 

incredible wartime heritage. My re-

search will hopefully be as practical and 

interactive as possible, so stay tuned for 

news of walks, talks, archaeological 

fieldwork and other activities that you 

can get involved in. I’d equally be keen 

to hear from anyone who has any inter-

esting WWII Hoy stories, curious war-

time objects or has seen a building that 

they would like to find out more about. 

months of 1943, 

the Royal Naval 

Centre served a 

vital role install-

ing and maintain-

ing all types of 

radar equipment 

mounted on the ships operating from Scapa 

Flow. 

 

The staff of 4 officers and 9 mechanics fitted 

new radar sets to no less than 30 ships during 

1943 and undertook vital work in preparation 

for D-Day where they installed secret radar de-

vices on the ships destned for Normandy. The 

Radar Centre also maintained shore based ra-

dar stations and in 1945 became one of the first 

places in the UK to 

operate the Sikor-

sky R-4B helicop-

ter which reduced 

the duration of re-

pair trips to hours 

as opposed to 

weeks. 

Over the course of this year I thought it would 

be interesting to look back at what was happen-

ing on Hoy during 1943, a year in which the 

tide of war was beginning to turn in the allies 

favour. In January, Japanese forces conceded 

the island of Guadalcanal to the Americans and 

in February, German forces were defeated by 

the Russians at Stalingrad. In March, the Brit-

ish continued to push the German Afrika Korps 

back through Tunisia and after failing to halt 

the allies, Field Marshal Rommel retired from 

Africa entirely. On Hoy the situation was far 

less confrontational, but still continued to serve 

a critical role in support of the war at sea. 

 

Amongst the ruins 

of the military 

complex at Rin-

nigill (just under a 

mile down the 

track past the Ga-

ble End Theatre) it 

is possible to find the concrete power house and 

overgrown foundations of the Radar Repair & 

Servicing Centre. Established in the opening 

HERITAGE MATTERS 

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Gavin Lindsay 



GABLE END THEATRE 

SPRING/EARLY SUMMER PROGRAMME 2013 
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FEBRUARY 

Sat 16  FILM: ANNA KARENINA (Cert. 12a), 8pm 

Fri 22   FILM: SKYFALL, 8pm 

  Skyfall sees James Bond (played by Daniel Craig) literally return from the dead in the 
  best 007 film for years, the old mix shaken and stirred and generally sharpened anew 
  by Sam Mendes (creator of American Beauty). 

 

MARCH 

Fri 15  FILM: BEASTS OF THE SOUTHERN WILD, (Cert. 12A), 8pm  

  An eco fable of poetic richness and invention seen from the viewpoint and inner  
  imaginings of Hushpuppy, a 6-year-old girl (acted with amazing confidence by  
  Quivenzhane Wallis).  

 

Fri 22   DRAMA: ONE-ACT PLAYS, 8 pm 

  Programme features CHEESE, by Lindsay Hall, plus a visiting Mainland 
  company with their entry from the SCDA One Act Play Festival. 

 

Sat 23  FILM: ARGO, (Cert. 15), 8pm 

 

APRIL 

Fri 5   FILM: QUARTET (cert. 12A), 8 pm 

 

MAY 

Fri 10   MUSIC: NORDIC FIDDLERS BLOC, 8pm 

  As 'The Nordic Fiddlers Bloc' Olav Luksengard Mjelva (Norway) Anders Hall (Sweden) 
  and Kevin Henderson (Shetland) combine their talents to bring you music from all 
  three regions in an exciting, innovative, and emotive performance. Kevin of course is 
  well known as a member of Boys of the Lough, Session A9 and, of course, Fiddlers Bid, 
  while his two Scandinavian partners in The Nordic Fiddlers Bloc are equally acclaimed 
  musicans not only in their home countries but across Europe into the bargain. 

Sat 18   MUSIC & DRAMA: THE LIFE OF PATSY CLINE, 8pm 

  Featuring Lorraine McBrearty, accompanied by Nik Dyanov, the show use songs and 
  film clips to tell the life story of Patsy Cline. 

 

JUNE 

Sat 1  MUSIC: THE NEW BUDAPEST CAFÉ ORCHESTRA 

  A return of the acclaimed gypsy-style band that wowed the Gable End a few  
  years ago. 



Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Stitched upStitched upStitched upStitched up    
For all those alterations For all those alterations For all those alterations For all those alterations 

and repairs! and repairs! and repairs! and repairs!     
    

Men's and Ladies' Trousers, Skirts,Men's and Ladies' Trousers, Skirts,Men's and Ladies' Trousers, Skirts,Men's and Ladies' Trousers, Skirts,    
Jeans and Casual Trouser ShortenedJeans and Casual Trouser ShortenedJeans and Casual Trouser ShortenedJeans and Casual Trouser Shortened    

 
AlsoAlsoAlsoAlso    

Alterations and Repairs For Clothing  Alterations and Repairs For Clothing  Alterations and Repairs For Clothing  Alterations and Repairs For Clothing      
and some Household Itemsand some Household Itemsand some Household Itemsand some Household Items    
Contact Pat on 701896Contact Pat on 701896Contact Pat on 701896Contact Pat on 701896    

    

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10 am  6-7 pm 

Tuesday 2-3 pm 

Wednesday 1-2 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10 am 

Friday 9-10 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 6-7 pm every week. 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy. 

 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give  5 days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

Yesterday is over and done - never to return ... 
Tomorrow is not yet created ... 

We only have the Present ... and that is our Gift 

NOTICEBOARD 
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Congratulations to Jack 
Kirkpatrick, who together with 
Graham Low, was one of the 

Danny Kyle Open Stage winners at 
this year’s Celtic Connection Festi-

val in Glasgow. 



Longhope Sailing Club 
Events 2013 

 
 

 
Saturday February 16th 1 pm 

-tidy up of the compound and stain the 
shed (weather permitting) 

 
Friday 12th April 

AGM 
New members needed! (Venue to be 

arranged) 
 

Saturday May 11th 
Local Regatta 

- time to get those boats in the water. 
£50 prize for the winner 

  
Saturday July 6th 
Longhope Regatta 

(to be confirmed by Orkney Sailing 
Club) 

PAGE 13 ISSUE 7 

Hoy Heritage Event 
The next Hoy Heritage event at Hoy Kirk 
will be on Friday 22 March 7-9pm, when 
we will be holding a Hoy Foy. Expect an 
entertaining evening of all things Hoy, 
each part of the programme will celebrate 
an aspect of the parish. Folklore, poetry, 
film and song, all in the relaxed chaos of 
the Hoy Heritage evenings!  

North Walls Community School will be per-
forming a short musical by Laurence Rugg about 
a Stoorworm, along with various Orkney musical 

items at the Gable End Theatre on  
 

Wednesday 27th March  
 

There will be two performances at 2 pm and 7.30 pm 

 

Date: 20th February 2013 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

Meeting of the Island of Hoy Development Trust 

 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE 

TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact 

Carol prior to the meeting 

Carol 701760 carol_lock@btinternet.com 

HOY DANCERS 

 

23rd February 2013 

‘Trip down memory lane’ in the YM 

3rd March 2013 

Afternoon Tea dance 2-4.30 pm in the 
YM 

11th April 2013 

Hoy Dancers Fringe Event 

 

For more details on any of the 
above, please contact Mabel 791359 

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

meeting dates for 2013 are:- 

Friday 1 March 

Friday 17 May 

Friday 21 June—to consider financial applications 

Friday 23 August (in Graemsay) 

DATES FOR D IARIES 

Rabbie and Romance! 

Burns with love!  

Haggis and Hearts! 

Combined Burns Supper and Valentine Dance at the 

YM, Friday 15th February! 



December 2012 
 
Total rainfall: 268.6 mm 
Highest rainfall in 24hrs: 
79.2 mm on the 22nd. 
Highest Max. Temp.: 11.4c 

on the 28th 
Lowest Max. Temp.: 2.4c on the 12th 
Highest Min. Temp.: 4.9c on the 18th 
Lowest Min.Temp.: –3.8c on the 12th 
Average Max. Temp.: 6.24c 
Average Min. Temp.: 1.34c 
Average Temp. for December: 3.79c 
 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
Items for inclusion in the next (April) issue must be submitted by 5th  April 2013 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITI
ES .CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

WEATHER ROUND UP FOR DECEMBER 2012/JANUARY 2013   

Jeff’s Weather Data for 2012 
 
Total rainfall 1,382.7mm 25 year ave. 1.174mm 
Third wettest year I have recorded only exceeded in 1998 
1,454.8mm and 2005 1,398.9mm 
Wettest month Dec. 268.6mm  
Driest month July 43.3mm 
Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 79.2 on 22nd Dec. 
Highest Max. Temp. 23.7c on 26th. May 
Lowest Max. Temp. 2.4c on 12th Dec. 
Ave. Max. Temp. for 2012 11.0c 
Lowest Min. Temp. –3.8c on 12th Dec. 
Highest Min. Temp. 14.6c on 12th August. 
Ave. Min. Temp. for 2012 5.5c 
Ave. Temp. for 2012 8.24c 25 year ave. 8.67c 

January 2013 
 
Total rainfall: 95.5 mm  
Highest rainfall in 24hrs: 19.5mm on the 26th 
Highest Max. Temp.: 11.0c on the 2nd and 3rd 
Lowest Max. Temp.: 2c on the 23rd 
Highest Min. Temp.: 8.1c on the 3rd 
Lowest Min. Temp.: –3.1c on the 23rd 
Average. Max. Temp.: 6.51c 
Average Min. Temp.: 2.55c 
Average Temp.: for January 4.53c 
 
Thanks to Jeff Clark for this issue’s weather statis-
tics 

Photo by A
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