
room and separate bar area for 

the existing building. Once started, 

the work is projected to take ap-

proximately three months to com-

plete.  

 

As far as possible, all activities at 

the YM will continue as usual. 

In the Decem-

ber issue of 

the Oldie [a 

n a t i o n a l 

magazine] a 

letter from Mr 

Dick Houton 

of Lowestoft, 

Suffolk, ap-

p e a r e d , 

headed "Blithe 

spirit", an earlier article having 

prompted the writer to look up 

"the very potent spirit" sambuca 

for its elderberry connection and 

checking that it did indeed con-

tain "elderberries besides various 

herbs including liquorice and anise 

which are added to pure alcohol 

to make a 45 per cent spirit". He 

went on to say how the article had 

reminded him of how he was origi-

nally introduced to "black" sam-

buca: 

 

"[It was] at a convivial evening in 

the Royal Hotel, Longhope, South 
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Welcome to the thir-

teenth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The February issue in-
cludes news from the 
Island of Hoy Develop-
ment Trust and Council 
Comment, together with 
a St John’s update. 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors to 
the thirteenth issue 
and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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Walls in Orkney whilst I was resting 

during a trip round Britain in my 

yacht. The method of consumption 

was complex and involved setting 

light to the spirit in the glass, let-

ting it heat up and then dousing it 

by clamping a hand over the 

flames. This created a partial vac-

uum which allowed the vessel to be 

suspended on the palm without 

support and the warm liquid to be 

swirled about in the mysteriously 

(!) hanging glass. One's hand was 

then withdrawn with a plop and the 

glass emptied in one swallow. This 

was repeated round the table until 

everyone had reached a pleasant 

state of jolliness, thanks to the 

warm alcohol, the humble elder 

Sambucus niger and a very gener-

ous landlord." 

 

Can anyone throw further light on 

this agreeable-sounding Longhope 

custom? 

 

PF 

YM EXTENSION WORK ABOUT TO BEGIN 

From one august building to an-

other — the news from the YM is 

that building work is about to be-

gin on the new extension. 

 

The addition to the building is situ-

ated at the back, facing the sea, 

and will  form a new function 



Dancing resumed on Monday 6th 
January.  Our start week coincided 
with one of the regular dancers reach-
ing a milestone birthday so we had 
some cake at our cuppa time.  I just 
hope I can still Palais Glide as well as 

Angus in 20 years time!! Angus was just a little 
younger than I am now when the regular dancing 
started on the island and he hasn’t missed many 
sessions.  
 
Numbers are down this year so far - weather, health 
issues etc are to blame. The more folk dancing, the 
easier the programme  but one thing is for certain - 
we always have a laugh no matter how many are 
there. How about this one ‘Fight about the Fire-
side’ (from Book 1,2 & 3) of RSCD pocket book of 
dances - an easy 4 couple reel which appealed to 
me as our warm-up dance to begin our second 
week of 2014!  We touch on the regular traditional 
dances that are done at dances on the island, as 
well as set dances and other dances that I pick up 
on my travels to other events. 
 
There is something for everyone. Anyone just want-
ing to come and see what it is about will be made 
most welcome on a Monday evening in the YM - 

start time is 8pm and there is a break for tea, 
coffee and a blether. We stop at 10pm. 
 
We are now headlong into fundraising for the 
next BIG dance event - the 9th Fringe Event 
for Hoy which will take place on 10th April. We 
had Prize Bingo on 19th January and had a 
super afternoon and made some money! The 
next one is on 16th March. The cost of the 
ferry is huge now but we can’t have the event 
without the late charter of the Hoy Head. It 
shows how popular our event is when we al-
ready have about 50 people booked to come 
over. The money raised so far stands at 
£369.11 £369.11 £369.11 £369.11 - many thanks to those who support 
the Bingo afternoons. If there is anyone out 
there who would like to give us a hand with 
preparations or transport please give me a 
ring in the near future. You won’t be expected 
to dance! Come the end of  April we stop 
dancing to get on with other things in life but 
resume again at the beginning of September. 
 
Look out for some special dance events to be 
held in Hoy Kirk in the summer months. 
 
Mabel j Besant 791359 

hance interpretation, update displays and con-

serve nationally and internationally important 

artefacts.  It is hoped that a new building will 

also be created, which will house a new exhibi-

tion area, café, toilet facilities and information 

areas. Work on this phase of the project will not 

begin until 2015 at the earliest. 

 

The museum opens for the season on Monday 

24 March; Saturday openings start on Easter 

Saturday and the museum will be open seven 

days a week from Sunday 4 May. 

 

Photo: Battle Ensign from SMS Hindenburg, 

which will be conserved for future display. It 

was shown for one day only in June 2010 to 

commemorate the 80th anniversary of the rais-

ing of the Hindenburg by Ernest Cox. 

 

Jude Callister 

Orkney Islands Council 

has secured just over 

£25K from Museums Gal-

leries Scotland towards 

the upcoming refurbish-

ment of the Scapa Flow 

Visitor Centre and Mu-

seum. 

 

This funding will be used 

to support the conservation of artefacts from 

the museum’s collection, including the battle 

ensign from SMS Hindenburg and a large 

porthole from HMS Hampshire. This work will 

be done off site and the museum will remain 

very much open for business this season, de-

spite what you may have read in the paper! 

 

This is the first step towards a larger project 

that aims to restore the buildings and en-

WHAT ’S HAPPENING ON THE DANCE FLOOR ON A MONDAY EVENING 

FUNDING FOR SCAPA FLOW  V ISITOR CENTRE AND MUSEUM 
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and course materials only. This will be depend-

ent on the number of applications and the 

value of awards already granted during the 

year.   

 

Grants made for courses which span a number 

of years are awarded for that academic year 

only. Applications can be made for Bursary sup-

port for subsequent years, but applicants must 

appreciate that this does not necessarily mean 

an award will be made during subsequent 

years. 

 

If you would like more information or an appli-

cation form, please contact Jayne Traynor 

(701266) email jayne492@btinternet.com 

 

Following roll out of the ‘measurement phase’ of 

the scheme, property surveys have started for any 

domestic property on the island. 
 

The surveys result in an EPC (energy performance 

certificate) and GDOA (Green Deal Occupancy 

Assessment) for each property, with thermal im-

aging/measurement and damp detection also 

available upon request. The EPC and GDOA are 

lodged on the relevant national registers affording 

qualification for applications to a range of Scot-

tish Government and Local Authority grant 

schemes for energy efficiency measures. 
 

All of the survey work is done on an F.O.C basis as 

this phase of the project is being funded by the 

The Directors of the Island of Hoy 

Development Trust are pleased to 

announce they recently agreed 

that an Annual Training and 

Learning Fund of £10,000 should 

be set up using income generated from the com-

munity wind turbine. 

 

The Board will consider applications from indi-

viduals aged over 16, who are residents of Hoy 

and Walls, for a grant towards the training costs 

of vocational courses, development courses 

(including driving lessons) or for professional 

qualifications. 

 

Bursary awards will be up to £500 per applicant 

per financial year for the costs of the training 

ANNUAL TRAINING AND LEARNING FUND 

IOHDT AFFORDABLE WARMTH—PROPERTY SURVEYS 

HOY HALF MARATHON 

This year’s race will take place on Sunday 15 June, and entry details will 
be circulated shortly. If you would like to enter please email hoy-
half@gmail.com for an entry pack. This year there will also be a family fun 
run. More details on the IoHDT web page. 
 
As always, the race relies on an army of willing volunteers – if you are 
available to help, either on the day or with race organisation, we’d love 
to hear from you; phone Jan or Jude on 701300 or email the address 
above. 
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Climate Challenge Fund. 
 

The first properties to be surveyed on the island 

have successfully applied for and received grants 

for energy efficiency measures – with the installs 

already completed. 

 

An island wide leaflet drop is scheduled for the 

near future which will give additional informa-

tion, but as grant schemes usually have limited 

funds and defined closing dates an early booking 

of a survey could prove advantageous. 

 

To request a survey date call Liz Davidson on 

701244 or Brian Clegg on 701816  



COUNCIL COMMENT—SCHOOLS ,  FERRIES AND F IXED L INKS 
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The Children and 

Young Peoples 

Bill is slowly 

winding its way 

through Holyrood 

in the careful hands of the Education Committee on 

which, I pleased to say, Liam McArthur sits. Al-

though not primarily aimed at dealing with school 

closures, the Education Committee has discussed at 

length various aspects of this emotive subject on 

which Mr McArthur is well versed.  

 

In May 2011, as part of their budget setting process, 

Councillors resolved that an evaluation should take 

place of the potential impact of the closure of Bur-

ray Primary School, Stenness Primary School and 

the secondary department of North Walls Commu-

nity School. Although a moratorium on school clo-

sure proposals was introduced in June 2011, and the 

subject has formed no part of Orkney Islands Coun-

cils budget setting process since, the secondary de-

partment of North Walls Community School was 

‘mothballed’ due to a lack of students – parents, at 

the time, opting to have their children educated at 

Stromness Academy or Kirkwall Grammar. 

 

In debating the Children and Young Peoples Bill 

MSPs have discussed issues as wide and varied as 

‘how long a moratorium should be’, ‘how should 

the communities affected be consulted’ and ‘when 

does finance take over from socio-economic benefit 

of keeping a school open’. In a recent article in The 

Orcadian Liam commented that he ‘welcomed the 

steps taken by the committee’ which he felt would 

‘improve the process of consultation with those af-

fected’. He also commented on how quickly propos-

als to close a school could be re-introduced and al-

though he raised the issue of mothballing, those giv-

ing evidence to the Committee did not feel that there 

was a problem with the way this was operating at 

present, and insisted that they did not believe this 

was being used as a way of getting round the rules 

governing school closures. 

 

Reacting to input from the North Walls Parents 

Council I have arranged for a meeting between the 

three Stromness and South Isles Councillors and 

members of the education department to see what 

the current thinking on the position with the secon-

dary department is. I have also asked for a meeting 

with Liam to see if he can update me on any of the 

specific details that have come out through the de-

bate on the Children and Young Peoples Bill and 

how they may affect North Walls. Watch this 

space!! 

 

Unfortunately part of the issue regarding students 

from North Walls attending Stromness or KGS is 

the transportation arrangements. This winter has 

highlighted some of the shortfalls with the 

Moaness / Stromness link as the strong SSE winds, 

that we’ve all had to contend with (the Crichton 

poly tunnel was a victim!), have caused several 

disruptions. Orkney Ferries and Marine Services 

are considering various options that would improve 

the situation at the Moaness pier but I suspect there 

will always be a ‘worst case scenario’.  

 

Currently Ferry timetables enable pupils to attend 

KGS timeously however there are proposals, to be 

further discussed by councillors and officials, to 

introduce a ‘three night weekend’ for the North 

Isles pupils. This is something that North Isles par-

ents have asked to be considered but it would need 

either Ferry or School timetables (or both) to 

change to ensure pupils arrive in time for classes. 

There could obviously be a knock on effect for 

South Isles students. Again watch this space!! 

 

As reported in The Orcadian, the Development and 

Infrastructure committee has recently discussed the 

issue of providing ‘fixed link’ connections between 

the islands and the mainland. Although the paper 

focused on the potential links in the North Isles it 

failed to mention that links to the South Isles had 

also been considered. Officers had ‘priced’ a tunnel 

from Houton to Hoy at circa £250M, a causeway 

between North Hoy and Graemsay at circa £35M – 

commenting that it would be extremely exposed, 

have to cross  0.5 km of water up to 8m deep with a 

tidal race in excess of 5 knots – and a tunnel from 

Graemsay to Stromness (to allow shipping through 

the Hoy sound) at a cost of circa £100M! It looks 

as if Orkney Ferries still has a long future in sup-

plying services to the South Isles!! 

 

Councillor Rob Crichton  



Many of you will have filled in a 

survey last year concerning the 

provision of Home Care services 

on the island. Since then the 

number of folk on the sub-group 

has increased to bring in a wider 

spectrum of knowledge, opinion and valuable ex-

perience, in particular people with Home Care 

backgrounds. Taking as our starting point the aspi-

rations of this community, we’ve been active in 

looking at how we can improve the service both 

for users and providers. 

 

Currently the statutory bodies consider that care 

should be available in a person’s own home rather 

than by placing people in purpose built facilities. 

This means that funding is difficult to find for the 

idea of sheltered accommodation and we feel 

that, rather than expend our energies aiming for 

something unrealisable, we should work towards 

making what is available better. 

 

We want Home Care to include Home Help as 

it did in the past, giving people who need it, 

not just the bare minimum, but a more com-

passionate level of assistance. We are dedi-

cated to the idea that Home Carers need bet-

ter conditions and more time to provide a 

much better standard for those they look af-

ter, and we believe that improvement in this 

way will encourage people to stay with the 

service and to get involved.  

 

In order to realise these aims we have been 

given a Grant from the Hoy Community Fund 

(Turbine) so that we can investigate what 

precisely is possible and how we are going to 

finance our service. Soon we will be advertis-

ing a short term paid position so that some-

one can gather the relevant information to-

gether to enable the sub-group and the De-

velopment Trust to push these plans forward.  

 

Watch this space! 

therefore, appreciate it if every-one would 
fill in a questionnaire about their broad-
band, its speed, its cost etc. 
 
The questionnaire can be found on the 
IoHDT web page: 
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/
iohdt/ 
 
Please email or give surveys to Jayne, Hill-
h o u s e ,  L o n g h o p e  – 
jayne492@btinternet.com or Debs, Loft, 
Longhope debs@theblether.org.uk 
 
Further information about CBS can be 
found on their website:  
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/
community-broadband-scotland 
 
Many thanks to all who have returned sur-
veys already! 

COMMUNITY BROADBAND SCOTLAND 

Recently a team from Community Broadband 
Scotland (CBS) outlined where the new fibre 
optic network in Orkney is going to be devel-
oped. Hoy and other areas such as Shapinsay, 
Rousay, Eday etc are not going to be included. 
CBS have given Development Trusts from the 
Isles an opportunity to develop an island wide 
solution to achieve a faster and more reliable 
broadband service, possibly by the end of the 
year. 
 
Project managers from the Development 
Trusts of Rousay and Shapinsay are leading 
the project but we on Hoy and Walls need to 
provide them with some information to get the 
project underway. 
 
Deadlines are tight  and the initial information 
from Hoy and Walls has been submitted. How-
ever, the next stage of the process requires us 
to provide more detailed data. We would, 

UPDATE FROM IOHDT HOME CARE SUBGROUP 
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NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—TROOT IN THE SHED 
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ess seems rather slow. The Project team con-

sists of Paul Kettle (Chair), Arthur Budge 

(Vice-chair), Karin Besant (Secretary), Marilyn 

Watters (Treasurer), Sue Hollands and Stanley 

and Julie Thomson. Unfortunately, we have 

had to close the church because of the increas-

ing risk of falling plaster. 

 

We would like to thank everyone who has been 

supporting the project and particularly the 

Heritage Lottery Fund and their staff. 

 

PRK 

 

Sadly, since this was written, Marilyn has died. 

The project to repair 

and renovate St 

John’s Kirk is swing-

ing into action fol-

lowing the confirma-

tion of funding from 

the Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic Scot-

land. At a public meeting on 9th February a 

Project Team was established to push forward 

the development phase of the project. This will 

hopefully lead to the work starting in the early 

summer, but there is a lot of preparation 

needed to satisfy the funders' requirements 

and they need to vet our tendering documents, 

etc., before we can send them out so the proc-

On Wednesday 
22nd of January, 
Mr Erskine came to 
North Walls to tell 
us about a project 
called “troot in the 
shed”.  It’s a pro-
ject where troot 
eggs are delivered 

to the school and we have to look after them and 
monitor their growth from the egg stage to ma-
turity.  
First of all Mr Erskine split us into groups. Group 
A was the people that hadn’t done the project 
before and group B was the people who did it 
last year. 
 
After that the 2 groups went to different tables 
to look at the displays. Group B went to the table 
about sea troot as they hadn’t done it before. 
Once we had looked at all of the display, group B 
did a quiz about troot while group B watched 
some video clips about different aspects of the 
troot life cycle. 
 
It took Group B quite a while to finish the quiz so 
group A learnt how to remove dead eggs from 
the tank using a turkey baster. 
When both the groups had finished their activi-

ties, group A went into the library to read about 
fishing. Once they were out, Mr Erskine showed 
the older ones some real troot. One of them 
was cut open so we could see what a troot’s 
guts do. Group A got curious so they came in. 
But by the time Mr Erskine opened the troot’s 
stomach some of them felt quite sick! 
 
Mr Erskine then gutted the troot and Mr Stout 
said maybe we could eat one of them.  We had 
lots of fun learning about the troot and we 
couldn’t wait to start the project! 
 
It doesn’t take too long for some of the troot to 
hatch, in fact the day we wrote this report (only 
just over two weeks into the project), some of 
the eggs had hatched.  We have been very 
lucky with the number of eggs that have sur-
vived so far. We will give you an update of how 
many survive by the end of the project. 

ST JOHN ’S K IRK UPDATE 



valley who spotted the lone Ju88. They were quick to 

raise the alarm as the bomber flashed overhead at 50ft 

and raced on through the valley heading for Scapa 

Flow. Turning south east over the Bring Deeps, the air-

craft was seen to climb up to 1000ft but on sighting the 

balloon barrage, turned sharply off course and chose 

instead to fly down the coast of Hoy dropping down to 

wave top height as it made its escape over Longhope 

and out into the Pentland Firth. 

 

There is still much to be seen of the searchlight batter-

ies in Rackwick and the South Burn Valley which were 

code named HY13 and HY12. Both sites are very well 

preserved with the peat embankments surrounding the 

emplacements and shelters surviving close to their full 

height. The concrete bases of the accommodation and 

ablutions huts for the 10 man detachments are also 

visible. HY12 can be seen on the left hand side of the 

road approximately 0.7 miles past the Dwarfie Stone 

whilst heading towards Rackwick where an enlarged 

passing place makes for a convenient viewpoint. HY13 

is located on the right hand side of the low road in 

Rackwick approximately 160m before you reach the car 

park. 

In this issue 

we move on 

to accounts 

dating from 

1944 with 

quite a line up 

in store as 

Hoy & Walls 

remained a 

hive of activ-

ity as the war drew on into its fifth year. It is widely 

thought that after the losses sustained on air raids dur-

ing the spring of 1940, Orkney ceased to appear on the 

duty roster of Luftwaffe air crews. However, war diaries 

such as those of 59 Anti-Aircraft Brigade tell quite a 

different story. In the months of February and March 

1944, Hoy had no less than 10 air raid warnings, 5 of 

which resulted in aircraft sightings. 

 

At 18:29 on 5
th

 March a particularly unusual incident 

took place where a hostile aircraft appeared over Ork-

ney without any early warning from radar.  Instead, it 

was the ob-

servant men 

o f  3 2 4 

Search l ight 

Battery de-

tached to 

sites in Rack-

wick and 

along the 

South Burn 

daytime drop-in at the Hoy Kirk (Friday 7
th

 and 

28
th

 March from 2pm until 6pm) and an evening 

session at The Royal Hotel, Longhope (Monday 

10
th

 & 24
th

 March from 8pm until 10pm). If you 

have any wartime stories, photos or maybe an 

object that you’ve picked up and would like to 

show & tell or find out more about then do 

bring it along. I’d be most interested. There is 

also a programme of talks planned for this year 

which will run most months at the Gable End on 

Wednesday nights at 8pm. The first is on 5
th

 

March and will offer an introduction to the Hoy 

& Walls Wartime Heritage Project and explain 

more about what’s going on and how you can 

get involved. If you can’t wait until then and 

would like to join me for some archaeological 

survey (weather permitting) or some desk based 

research then give me a call or email me at: 

G.J.Lindsay@abdn.ac.uk. 

Well I managed to escape most of the worst 

weather in January with a trip to the National 

Archives in London which regular readers will be 

becoming familiar with as the source of many 

wartime records. In all, I managed to copy 78 

documents which include a complete set of the 

surviving war diaries for the military units sta-

tioned in Hoy and Walls during WWII.  I also 

managed copies of the base records from the 

Rear Admiral, Scapa and the Admiral Superin-

tendent’s Office, Lyness which include interest-

ing letters from the Melsetter Estate and a list of 

the civilian houses that were requisitioned for 

naval use or had officers billeted in them. 

There are lots of fascinating insights to be un-

covered so if you are interested then you are 

most welcome to take a nose through the digi-

tised pages. Give me a call on 01856 791211 or 

come along to a drop-in session. I’ll be running a 

HERITAGE MATTERS :  

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Gavin Lindsay 

An Anti-Aircraft Searchlight in a similar 
 emplacement to Rackwick 

Anti-Aircraft Searchlight 
emplacement HY13, Rackwick 

A Junkers Ju88 – The Luftwaffe’s fastest  
medium bomber in WWII 



The furniture on display is 
considered to be nationally 
significant examples of 
Lethaby’s resounding de-
sign principals of simplicity 
and harmony. This is the 
first time that these four 
pieces of furniture from 
Melsetter House have been 
seen in Orkney since 1952. 
They have been accepted in 

lieu by HM Government with the agreement 
of the Scottish Government Cabinet Secre-
tary for Culture and External Affairs’ from the 
estate of the late John and Helen Brandon 
Jones and are awaiting permanent allocation.  

 
Article from OIC website, photos by DJ. 

The Funding committee for the Hoy Com-

munity Fund met for the first time in De-

cember and approved grants for:  

 

Orienteering set up costs = £2000 (Hoy 

Centre) 

Printing costs for the Blether - £850 (IoHDT) 

First aid course for pets = £253 (Hoy Hounds) 

Development study for Home Care provision on Hoy and 

Walls - £5000 (IoHDT) 

Development study for repair/improvement at Lifeboat Mu-

seum - £5000 (Longhope Lifeboat Museum Trust) 

A small, temporary display 
of furniture from Melsetter 
House, has opened at the 
Orkney Museum, Tanker-
ness House, Kirkwall. 
 
Melsetter House, built in the 
Victorian period, was de-
scribed by William Morris’ 
daughter as a ‘sort of fairy 
palace on the edge of the 

northern seas’. 

 
The items - two side tables and a pair of single 
beds, designed by renowned craftsman William 
Richard Lethaby, architect of Melsetter House - 
were exhibited at the Victoria and Albert Mu-
seum in London in the early 1950s and were 
subsequently sold by the trustees of the estate 
at the time. 

THE LOST FURNITURE OF MELSETTER 

GRANTS AWARDED FROM THE HOY (TURBINE) COMMUNITY FUND 
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Youth Club transport costs - £732 (North Walls Centre) 

Grant applications can be made at any time, and forms 

are available from Jayne Traynor (701266), email 

jayne492@btinternet.com . Jayne is also happy to an-

swer any questions about the fund and help with filling 

in the forms. 

 

Volunteers from the community are still needed to sit 

on the panel which assesses the applications that are 

received and to recommend whether funding should be 

granted. If you are interested in getting involved, please 

contact Jayne or anyone on the IoHDT board. The Fund-

ing committee will be meeting approximately every 

three months. 

From the minute I was diagnosed to the pre-
sent day, Marshall and I have been over-
whelmed with the good wishes sent and the 
kindness people have shown to both of us. 
Words seems so inadequate after the great 
things people have done to support us and 
keep our spirits up. We would both like to say 
thank you to everyone . I am sure that all the 
lovely messages and words of encouragement 
got me through my operation and have kept 
me going.  

A L ITTLE WORD OF THANKS 

I would like to say a special thanks to those 
that went above and beyond the call of friend-
ship and have been there for us throughout my 
illness. Everyone has been so kind and caring 
and we really appreciate every show of concern 
and every act of caring. Please keep us in your 
thoughts, you are all in mine.  
 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart  
 
Carol Lock  



It is rare for any organization to celebrate an 81 st anniversary, 
but in a way, perhaps typical of islands, this is where Longhope 
Sailing Club (LSC) finds itself. Eighty-one years ago, a group of 
enthusiasts assembled at the Longhope (now Royal) Hotel to 
form what was to be called Longhope Sailing Club. Over those 81 
years the club has seen its share of ups and downs including an 
interruption from Mr Hitler and a period in the late 70s—early 
80s when there were no regattas. 

It is a credit to all the people of Hoy and Walls, to give it its old 
name, that the sailing club is still here and capable of laying-on 
what is, in the view of the Commodore, one of the best regattas 
in Orkney. 

 
Back in the 1930s, when the club formed, sailing was between 
yoles and traditional Orkney dinghies, which almost every 
household owned for transport or fishing. Many of these yoles 
and dinghies did not survive the war, and no doubt nor did 
many of their sailors. So during the 50s, sailors began to buy 
and build boats purely for racing the merlin rockets, enter-
prises, and Snipes. The snipe was eventually to become the 
most sailed boat of today. The 60s saw the introduction of the 
Yachting World catamaran and the 70s the arrival of fibreglass 
and a greater assortment of designs. The age of the yole and 
the clinker dinghy had disappeared. The 90s brought about 
change. It saw the revival of the yole, with many restored here 
on the island by J A Mowat of Brims. This has led to many of 
the boats known to those gentlemen sailors of the 30s still 
sailing. But along with these are all the modern boats enthusiastically sailed by locals 
and visitors alike. 

From the start, LSC has like many organisations kept minute 
books and it is hoped this year to digitize some of these and make 
them available via the internet. This would surely make a fine 
tribute to those early pioneers. 

  
It is also hoped to have some form of celebration in 2014; watch 
this space. And perhaps next time you’re in the Royal Hotel  raise 
a glass [or a black sambuca –Ed.] to Captain Dunnet and his as-
sociates and to the next 81 years. 

 
  The Commodore. LSC 

With thanks to Trish Avis for the photos. 
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FEBRUARY 

 

Fri 28  SCDA ONE-ACT PLAY FESTIVAL, KIRKWALL 

Hoy & Walls Entertainment Group will be performing ‘FLASH’, by Lindsay Hall, in the 
new Kirkwall Arts Theatre. For more information contact Lindsay on 791200. 

 

MARCH 

 

Wed 5  LECTURE: INTRODUCTION TO HOY & WALLS HERITAGE PROJECT 

By Gavin Lindsay 
FREE ENTRY 

 

Fri 7  FILM: WAJDA (Cert. 12A), 8pm 

The first film ever by a woman director to come out of Saudi Arabia is subtly subversive 
with its delightful story of a spirited 11-year-old girl who's into rock, banters with adults 
and wants a bike so she can compete with the boys. 

 
 

Sat 15  VARIETY SHOW: THE 90TH BIRTHDAY PARTY, 8pm 

The Gable End Theatre will commemorate what would have been the 90th birthday of 
Wright Atkinson by putting on a show to mark the occasion. 
There will be a bar and of course a very special raffle.  
We are inviting everyone to come along and enjoy the evening or take part.  
Anyone who would like to perform at this event should contact 791200. 
LICENCED BAR FROM 7pm 

 

Fri 21  FILM: BLUE JASMINE (Cert. 12A), 8pm 

Cate Blanchett gives a marvellous performance as the mixed-up heroine with a life in tur-
moil in what could be the most sharply scripted film of Woody Allen's career. 

 

 

APRIL 

Fri 4  FILM: GRAVITY (cert. 12A), 8pm 

Stunning special effects on a space walk that goes badly wrong. We'll be showing this in 
Blu-ray on our new equipment. Don't miss the experience! 

 

Wed 9   LECTURE: HOY AT WAR – A PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNEY 

By Gavin Lindsay 

FREE ENTRY 
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Fri 18  LECTURE: EXCAVATIONS AT THE NESS OF BRODGAR, 8pm 

By Nick Card 

FREE ENTRY  

There will be a collection in aid of excavation funds, plus a themed raffle. The bar will also 
be open, for those wishing to stay on after the lecture. 

 
 

Fri 25  FILM: PHILOMENA (Cert. 12A), 8pm 

Judy Dench stars as the mother in search of her lost son, given away for adoption years 
before by the Catholic Church. 
 

MAY 

 

Fri 3  MUSIC: SARAH McQUAID, 8pm 

A folk singer and songwriter based in Cornwall, known nationally and internationally 
from her extensive tours, Sarah makes her first ever visit to Orkney.  
TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16s £1 
LICENCED BAR FROM 7pm   
 

 

 

Also coming up later in the year…… 

 

May: Two events on the theme of World War I (programme to be confirmed) for the Celebration of 
Scapa Flow weekend, 9 and 10 May. 

 

June: SCOTTISH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA – a St Magnus Festival concert 

 

July/August: JENNIFER & HAZEL WRIGLEY 

 

October: ACCLAIMED DANISH FOLK BAND HIMMERLAND 

 

November: ‘OH WHAT A LOVELY WAR’ 

 

If you would to join the mailing list, please email gable.end.theatre@gmail.com. Details of all our 

events are posted on the IOHDT Events calendar, and advertised on our Facebook page. 



Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

Great spirits have always encountered 

violent opposition from mediocre minds 

Einstein 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community School, except 
where noted meeting dates for 2014 are:- 

Friday 7 March 6:45 pm - General meeting 

Friday 16 May 6:45 pm - General meeting 

Friday 13 June 6:45 pm North - Finance meeting 

Friday 22 August 6:45 pm - General meeting (in Graemsay) 

Friday 14 November 6:45 pm - General meeting  

Hoy Dancers 

Sunday 16th March 

Prize Bingo in the YM 

2—4.30 pm 



COMING SOON  

 Take Away Evening  
Fund Raising 

For P6 Nethybridge Trip 

See Posters For Further Information 

or 

Call Gwen on 701920 

LONGHOPE LIFEBOAT GUILD 
EVENTS 2014 

 
WEDNESDAY 16TH APRIL 

AGM AT NORTH WALLS CENTRE 
 

SUNDAY 6TH JULY 
LIFEBOAT OPEN DAY AND CREAM TEAS 

AT THE SHED 
 

FRIDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 
 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR. 

Scapa Flow Visitor 

Centre and Museum 

 
OPENING TIMES 

Spring Opening - 24 March to 18 April 

Monday - Friday, from 09.00 - 16.30 

 

Late Spring Opening - 19 April (Easter 

Saturday) to 30 April (Closed Easter 

Sunday) 

Monday – Saturday: 9.00am – 4.30pm 
 

Lyness, Hoy, Orkney 

Telephone: (01856) 791300 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

Longhope Sailing Club 
Events 2014 

 
 

Friday 14th March 
AGM 

8 pm at the Stromabank 
 

Saturday May 17th 
Local Regatta 

- for local boats only, thereafter every 
Friday evening and/or Sunday after-

noon points racing 
  

Saturday July 12th 
Longhope Regatta 

 
Saturday August 23rd  
Fishing night & BBQ 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 

 

Mowing and strimming 

Weed control 

Pruning and trimming 

Clearing & tidying. 

Paths and flagging etc 

 

No job too large or small, one off pro-

jects, or regular maintenance. 

 

30 years experience,  

fully insured. 

 

Call Gary on 701789 

Wateringhouse 

ROYAL HOTEL 

LONGHOPE 

  

SATURDAY MARCH 22ND 

Pub Quiz  8pm 
 

EASTER SATURDAY 19TH APRIL  

A children’s Easter  
bonnet parade at 5pm  

followed by an 
Adults’ fancy hat party 
from 8pm onwards.... 



 

 

 

December 2013 

 

Total rainfall 141.3mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs 

21.2mm on 4th 

Highest max. temp. 14.3c on 10th. 

This is the highest max. temp. I have ever recorded 

in Dec! 

Lowest max. temp. 2.0c on the 6th. 

Ave. max. temp. for Dec. 9.04c 

Lowest min. temp. -1.8c on 5th 

Highest min. temp. 9.9c on 10th 

Ave. min. temp. for Dec. 3.98c 

Ave. temp. for Dec. 6.51c 

 

Figures for 2013 

 

Total rainfall 1,147.8mm (45.18") 

Rackwick 26 year ave. 1,134mm (44.64") 

Orkney 50 year ave. 1015.6mm (40") 

Wettest month Nov. 199.0mm (7.83") 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (April) must be submitted by 5th  April 2014 

THE BLETHER  
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR 2013 

Date: 19th March 2014 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Meeting 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Debs 

prior to the meeting 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

Driest month June 51.5mm (2.02") 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 58.9mm (2.31") on Nov. 2nd. 

 

Temperature 

 

Ave. temp. for 2013 8.38c 

Ave. temp. for Rackwick 8.67c 

Highest max. temp. 22.8c on July 20th 

Lowest max. temp. 2.0c on Jan. 23rd 

Ave. max. 11.29c 

Lowest min. temp. -5.9c on Mar. 22nd. 

Highest min. temp. 15.1c on July 24th. 

Ave. min. temp. 5.48c 

Month with highest max. ave. July 17.30c 

Month with lowest max. ave. March 6.0c 

Month with lowest min. ave. March -2.4c 

Month with highest min. ave. July 11.13c 

Month with highest ave. July 14.21c 

Month with lowest ave. March 1.8c 

14.3c on Dec. 10th was highest Dec. temp. ever re-

corded. 


