
Sue’s relay leg with the flame took 
her from Holm Road to Bignold Park 
Road. Sue said “The whole thing was 
a fabulous experience and a once in a 
lifetime opportunity. I feel very privi-
leged and honoured to have been 
given that opportunity and it was 
lovely to see folk from Hoy among 
the crowds waving and cheering me 
on!” 

Following the relay, there was an 
open air concert at the Pickaquoy 
Centre, which included the lighting 
of the Olympic cauldron by Sanday 
runner William Sichel and where a 
new song, developed especially for 
the occasion by local musicians Brian 
Cromarty and Douglas Montgomery, 
was performed by children from 
Papdale Primary School and mem-
bers of No Soond, Girlband and Bro-
ken Strings. 

 Well done To Sue and Sean! 

THEIR MOMENT TO SHINE ! 
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Of the 20 people chosen to form part 
of the Olympic Torch relay in Orkney 
on Sunday, June 10th, two came 
from Hoy and Walls. While many of 
us were still in bed on Sunday morn-
ing, Sean Mcfedries and Sue Whit-
tingham were getting ready to carry 
the Olympic flame through the 
streets of Kirkwall.  

The flame arrived on a Loganair 
flight at approximately 8.30 am, car-
ried within a miner’s lantern, to-
gether with several backups, 
strapped into their very own seats 
(hope they were observing the ‘no 
smoking’ signs!). The torch relay be-
gan outside St Magnus Cathedral, 
where hundreds of people had gath-
ered to witness the spectacle.  

Sean, seen 
here before 
arriving in 
Kirkwall, ran 
the fifth leg of 
the relay 
along Junc-
tion Road 
with a huge 
smile on his 
face and to 
cheers and 
shouts from 
the watching 

crowd. Speaking to him after the 
event he had clearly enjoyed every 
moment of the run.  

 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the third is-
sue of THE BLETHER. 

This issue has stories about 
islanders involved in na-
tional and local events, up-
dates from our councillors 
and the IoHDT, news of new 
exhibitions and heritage pro-
jects.  

Find out about what goes on 
in the Gardening Club and 
read about the refurbishment 
of the Gable End Theatre. 

Lots of events are listed in 
Dates for diaries and the 
Gable End programme, but 
do check dates and times 
nearer the event as some 
things can change 

Thank you to all of the 
contributors to the third 
issue and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for further 
information or for contribu-
tions can be found on the 
back page. 
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Another island resident making the 
national news is Kevin Kirkpatrick, 
coxswain of the Longhope Lifeboat. 
He was invited to represent Scotland 
on board the new Eastbourne RNLI 
lifeboat, ‘Diamond Jubilee’ when she 
took part in the pageant on the River 

Thames to celebrate the Queen’s Dia-
mond Jubilee on Sunday 3rd June. 

Despite appalling weather, millions of 
people lined the river banks to watch 
the seven mile flotilla of more than 
1000 vessels of all shapes and sizes 
make their way from Battersea to 
Tower Bridge. The torrential rain did 
not seem to dampen the spirits of the 
crowds, however, who cheered the 
procession as it passed. 

Kevin said that it had been an honour 
to be invited and that it had been a 
memorable day and a real privilege to 
be part of the event. 

'Silver Lining' will be a show 
all about Hoy weather by Rack-
wick weather man, Jeff Clark. 
Jeff will exhibit some of his 
c loud photographs and 
weather related information 
gathered over the years. Previ-
ously the recorder for the Me-
teorological Office, Jeff still 
takes the readings and can tell 
you the rainfall of any given 
month. 

LONGHOPE COXSWAIN IN R IVER EXTRAVAGANZA 

NEW AND OLD EXHIBITIONS AT THE HOY K IRK 

BAG THE BRUCK 2012 
Cassie Tulloch organised the clean up at the Ayre & 
area surrounding Lyness Pier. Helped by family and 
friends they collected lots of bags & an enormous piece 
of netting which had been washed up on the Ayre. They 
raised £150 for North Walls Community school funds. 
A big thank you to Cassie who also organises the sup-
ply of bags and gloves for folk every year. 
 
Tom Champagne and Nadia Schwartzmann organised 
a clean up around the Cantick Head peninsula and 
again several bags of bruck were collected which raised 
£75 which they have donated to Longhope Lifeboat 
Guild. 
 
The members of the Graemsay, Hoy & Walls Commu-
nity Council would like to thank all of those folk taking 
part in this annual event which ensures that Hoy and 
Walls remains as Bruck free as possible!  

Each year the Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community 
Council are allocated an amount of money towards the 
annual "Bag the Bruck". This money is for groups or 
individuals who wish to take part in the annual clean 
up of our beaches, verges, etc enabling them to raise 
money for their choosen group. At Rackwick, Lee 

Shields ar-
ranged a 
clean up of 
the beach 
and sur-
rounding 
area. Several 
folk turned 
up and col-
lected piles 

of bruck. Lee laid on a lovely BBQ at the Bothy at Rack-
wick which was enjoyed by all. The Community Coun-
cil allocated £75 for the clean up which will go to the 
RSPB. 
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Logo designed by 10 year 
old Katherine Dewar of 

Chester 

A new exhibition opens at Hoy 
Kirk on the evening of Friday 
13th July at 7pm - all are wel-
come. 

The Old Man of Hoy exhibition 
'The man who was never a 
boy' will run until the 11th 
July. 

 

The Old Man images and texts 
will then become part of the 
Hoy archive held at Hoy Kirk.  

 



Recent success in applying to the 

Big Lottery Fund and LEADER initia-

tive meant that several priorities 

from the IoHDT development plan 

can now be implemented. As a re-

sult, a public meeting was held at 

the YM on the evening of Wednes-

day April 25th in order to outline 

the IoHDT’s proposed Community 

Bus and YM refurbishment projects 

and to allow for discussion of the 

plans within the community.  

 

A short slide-show presentation 

(available on the IoHDT website) 

was given by one of the IoHDT’s 

Directors in which a background to 

the decision-making process, the 

funding bid and specific plans for 

implementation of the identified 

Development Plan priorities were 

covered. This was followed by a 

question and answer session, 

which involved a lively and detailed 

discussion of the ideas, where a 

number of issues were raised. A 

principal concern by some in the 

community involved the proposed 

position of a new-build, directly 

adjacent to the existing Commu-

nity Hall, comprising the combined 

community bus garage and indoor-

outdoor arena. After lengthy dis-

cussion about alternative sites, a 

Cathy Clark has been working on gathering 
photographs of every wedding at Hoy Kirk. 
Any images welcome. Please contact Re-
becca on 01856 850459 or at hoyheri-
tage@btinternet.com. 

 

Photo shows the wedding of Marion Clark to 
Iain Talbot  in 1976. 

The 12th April 
saw over 100 
people join-
ing  the 
d a n c i n g 
folks of Hoy 
in the beau-
tifully deco-

rated YM for a 
fantastic dance workshop, din-
ner and dance event. Jessie Stu-
art from Dufftown delivered a 
very enjoyable workshop which 
included a new dance 'Women 
of Hoy' to compliment her 1st 

'Hoy' dance ' Men of Hoy'. Din-
ner was quickly served to every-
one by the hard working danc-
ers, friends and YM committee 
members. Once the tables were 
cleared away the dance began at 
a cracking pace to the music of 
The Kirkjuvagr Ceilidh Band. 
With the programme gone 
through and a few extra dances 
added, it was time to send the 
visiting dancers on their way 
with a cup of soup and a lift to 
the ferry back to Houton. 

TRADITIONAL DANCING - HOY FRINGE EVENT UPDATE 

Once the 2012 event was 
summed up it has been agreed 
amongst dancers and helpers 
that there will be another Fringe 
Event - Thursday 11th April 
2013. Jessie is delighted to be 
asked to come back, The Kirkju-
vagr Ceilidh Band is booked, the 
hall is booked and the late hire 
of the ferry is also booked. 
 

Many thanks to everyone who 
made the Hoy Fringe Event 
2012 such a roaring success. 

UPDATE ON THE COMMUNITY BUS PROJECT 

WERE YOU MARRIED AT HOY K IRK? 
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suggestion was made that perhaps 

by locating the new building at 

right angles to the road instead of 

parallel to it, this would reduce it’s 

visual impact. A general consensus 

was reached on this matter and 

the IoHDT agreed to alter it’s plan-

ning application to the OIC in order 

to achieve this.  

The meeting closed with the IoHDT 

agreeing to keep the community 

fully informed with future progress 

with these and other projects (a 

summary of the meeting discussion 

is also available on the Trust's web-

site).  



COUNCIL COMMENT—NEWS FROM OUR COUNCILLORS 
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What’s been happening since 3rd May! 

After the euphoria of being elected as a rep-

resentative for Stromness and the South Isles 

on the 3rd May (a big thank you to all those 

who voted) it’s been all go. James, Maurice 

and I have been attending three or four semi-

nars and training sessions per week with even 

the hardened, experienced councillors con-

firming that they were learning something. 

This is a marked change from when I was 

first elected to the council in 2007, and cer-

tainly since James was first elected. Training 

topics have included everything from 

‘Committee Structures’ to ‘Equality Policies’ 

and ‘Corporate Parenting’ to ‘Community 

Planning’. We’ve covered ‘hot topics’ like 

the Three Port Strategy (Hatston, Lyness and 

Stromness), Fortnightly Refuse Collection 

and the Proposed New Health Centre and 

Hospital in Kirkwall. Licensing Board Mem-

bers have had a full days training, followed 

by a written exam and those on the Planning 

Committee have had a two day training ses-

sion delivered by enthusiastic ex planners 

from South. In amongst all this we’ve had the 

statutory General Meeting, where the Chairs 

of various committees were elected and all 

twenty one councillors have been allocated 

three or four main committees to ‘sit on’. 

James and I were elected to be the Chairs of 

the Development & Infrastructure and Plan-

ning committees, respectively, which has al-

ready been covered by the press but Strom-

ness and the South Isles are represented on 

the following main committees: 

Policy & Resources: James, Maurice & Rob 

Development & Infrastructure: James & 

Maurice 

Education, Leisure & Housing: Rob 

Planning: James, Maurice & Rob 

Monitoring & Audit: Rob 

Unfortunately we don’t have any representa-

tion on the Licensing committee or on Ork-

ney Health and Care. 

These main committees make up what is 

known as the ‘cycle’ of meetings which run 

over an approximate six week period with 

five ‘cycles’ planned for 2012/13. Each com-

mittee meets once in the ‘cycle’ apart from 

the Planning committee which, to help proc-

ess planning applications more timeously, 

meets twice with all business conducted by 

the committees being ratified by the Full 

Council, at the General Meeting held at the 

end of the ‘cycle’. 

The main committees also spawn a number 

of sub-committees including the Asset Man-

agement Sub-committee, the Human Re-

sources Sub-committee and the Investment 

Sub-committee, as well as a number of work-

ing groups that may meet less frequently. On 

top of all that, councillors also sit on a num-

ber of other bodies including the Board of 

Orkney Ferries, the Board of Orkney Tow-

age, The Pickaquoy Centre Trust, the Wey-

land Farm Board, The Orkney & Shetland 

Joint Valuation Board, The Police & Fire 

Board, The Friends of St Magnus Cathedral 

and the Orkney College Management Coun-

cil etc. etc. Once you’ve been ‘in office’ for a 

year or two you come to know what commit-

tees interest you and what ones don’t – ex-

perience really does help sometimes! 

 

All in all it’s been an interesting five weeks 

since the elections and I for one was glad to 

get down to serious business today, chairing 

a Planning meeting – the first meeting, of the 

first cycle, of the ‘Class of 2012’ . 

 

Cllr Rob Crichton 



F IND ALL THE 

ORKNEY SPORTS 

NEWS AND 

RESULTS ON 

‘GANSIES FOR 

GOALPOSTS ’  

FACEBOOK PAGE !  

On Sunday 17th June, 127 
runners competed in the 
26th Hoy Half Marathon. 
Although not a particu-
larly great day weather-
wise, the conditions were 
good for the runners—not 
too hot, not too cold, not 
too wet and not too 
windy! 

The runners set off to the 
sound of the bagpipes, 
played by one of the com-
petitors, who ran the 
course in a kilt. 

The overall winner was 
David Patton from Wick 

with a time of 1 hourr 20 
minutes 25 seconds, 
whilst the ladies winner 
was Susan Rogers from 
Liverpool with a time of 1 
hour 38 minutes 51 sec-
onds. 

Jan Witkamp was the lo-
cal men’s champion and 
Sue Whittingham was the 
local ladies’ champion. 
Sue was running to help 
raise funds for the school 
gardening club so if you 
would like to donate be-
latedly please contact her. 

The Quarter marathon, 

for those aged between 9 
and 17 years, was not as 
popular as in previous 
years, with fewer com-
petitors entering. How-
ever, many of the the local 
children were away on a 
school trip. Paul Kerr, 
winner in 2011, also 
crossed the line first this 
year, with a record break-
ing time of 41 minutes 16 
seconds. Congratulations 
also to Stephen Spence 
who won the trophy for 
the 9 to 10 years category. 

Well done to all the com-
petitors! 

that would allow us to 

have a similar boat. The 

boat would provide 

jobs on the island and 

could for example do;- 

Tour trips to other is-

lands; trips to view/

photograph the coast-

line from the sea, fish-

ing trips etc.  

It could also act as an 

As some of you will 

know Shapinsay has a 

charter boat which also 

runs an out of hours 

ferry service to and 

from the mainland.  

Anyone interested can 

see the details on the 

Shapinsay develop-

ment trust web site.  

The Trust may be able 

to access some funds 

out of hours passenger 

ferry allowing islander 

access to events in Kirk-

wall and Stromness and 

still be able to get 

home.  

The Trust will soon be 

asking for your views as 

to whether you think 

this is worth looking 

into. 

26TH HOY HALF MARATHON 

A CHARTER BOAT FOR HOY AND WALLS? 

FLOTTA ,  HOY AND WALLS FOOTBALL TEAM 

our belief and we all 
took great pride in win-
ning that game. We 
were all so pleased, and 
proud, to see so many 
locals turn out to sup-
port us, and the cheers 
we all heard from the 
sidelines when the 
goals went in were su-
perb. 

Next up we have en-
tered a 7 a side compe-

tition in Kirkwall and 
this is on the 2nd June. 
It's open to any league 
or parish teams and I 
believe there are even a 
couple of teams from 
'Across the water' en-
tering. Should make for 
a good day of football.  

We will be sure to keep 
you updated with our 
results. 

Team News: 

After our first competi-
tive game, against 
Holm in the first leg of 
the Parish Cup, the 
whole team felt the 
need to come back 
fighting in the second 
leg. We did just that, 
beating Holm 3-2. It 
wasn't enough to get us 
to the second round, 
but it did give us back 
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David Patton 

Susan Rogers 

Charles Anne, Shapinsay’s 
charter boat 



At the recent public 

meeting held at the 

YM, Sheltered Hous-

ing was raised as an 

island issue. The land near the Health Centre has 

previously been designated for this.  

From the information gathered in the short time 

since the meeting, it is not the cost of the build 

but the on-going cost of the carers that is pre-

venting this happening. The Trust will shortly be 

seeking your views on whether you wish this to 

be explored further and whether you would be 

happy for the on-going costs of sheltered hous-

STATEMENT FROM THE DEVELOPMENT TRUST—JUNE 2012 

 SHELTERED HOUSING—YOUR VIEWS WANTED 
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Following enquiries and re-
quests for information relating 
to recent changes to the Arti-
cles of Association the board 
of the IoHDT wish to circulate 
the following information. 
 
After the 2010 IoHDT Road 
show, the Company Secretary 
of the Trust convened an Ex-
traordinary General Meeting 
(EGM) with the purpose of 
adopting modifications to the 
then current Articles of Asso-
ciation for the IoHDT. The in-
tention of adopting the modifi-
cations was to make all resi-
dents of Hoy and Walls, regis-
tered on the electoral roll, 
'members' of the Trust without 
any need to address them indi-
vidually. 
 
In preparing for the due dili-
gence process as part of ob-
taining finance for the Turbine 
Project, the legal representa-
tives for IoHDT, BTO Solici-
tors of Glasgow, noticed these 
changes in the Articles and 
pointed out that they were in 
fact incorrect and that reme-
dial action was required. It 
was agreed by the IoHDT 

Board that professional legal 
advice should be sought to en-
sure this matter would be dealt 
with correctly. 
 
Following consultation with 
OSCR, the IoHDT were in-
formed via our solicitors that 
the changes made at the 2010 
EGM were erroneous and as a 
result the Articles of the IoHDT 
had been rendered incompe-
tent, as it no longer had a valid 
members list. The legal advice 
from BTO, after consultation 
with OSCR, was to ask the 
original members of the IoHDT 
listed at the time of incorpora-
tion to sign a special resolution 
to allow an updated Articles of 
Association to be adopted. Of 
the twelve original members, 
two were deceased leaving ten 
eligible to sign. Of these ten, 
eight were available and signed 
giving an 80% majority - and 
so legally valid. The new Arti-
cles were constructed under 
the companies Act of 2006 us-
ing guidelines from Companies 
House and were reviewed by 
OSCR prior to circulation or 
adoption - no changes to the 
constitutional aims of the 

IoHDT have been made. 
For those interested in why the 
changes made at the 2010 EGM 
were erroneous, the following 
points were brought to our atten-
tion by the legal professionals 
involved. The errors centred 
around the following three basic 
legal principles. 
 
As a matter of law: 

(1) No organization can impose 
membership on any individual 
or group of individuals. 
(2) Membership can only be 
valid if it is granted after the con-
sideration of an application. 
(3) An application is defined in 
writing and confirmed by a sig-
nature. 
 
It is hoped the above will clarify 
matters and perhaps prevent any 
further confusion. However, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the IoHDT should you have any 
questions. 
 
The Trust invite any future en-
quiries concerning constitutional 
matters relating to the IoHDT to 
be addressed to the Chair at the 
registered address.  

ing to be a project funded by the wind turbine 

when funds become available. Knowing what 

your wishes are will help us decide whether to 

place this item on the next survey and apply to 

“the  community fund” when the time comes. 

In the next few weeks, please look out for forms 

where you can sign whether you are for or 

against such a proposal. The forms will be lo-

cated in the Longhope shop, Hoy post office, Ly-

ness waiting room and on the boat. 



School Athletics 

Andrew Pearson (P4) is an enthusiastic par-
ticipant in the after school athletics club run 
by George McKinlay. Here, he has written 
about his experience at the Orkney Athletic 
Club Open Graded Meeting on Sunday 27th 
May. 

Sorry no picture, but we’ll try to remedy 
that in another issue. 

pairs and some of us worked indi-
vidually but we all had equally impor-
tant roles that we had to do. In the 
end it all paid off because all the 
parts were there.  
Before we started to build the car Mr 
Stout explained to us a very impor-
tant phrase which was Proper Prepa-
ration Prevents Problems. It took us 
a while to understand why this was 
so important, but in the end we 
found it’s the most important thing 
that we learnt when doing the car 
and the saying works in a wide range 
of situations. 
We brought the components back 
into the tech room and soon after we 
started to build the car. First of all 
we built the bottom frame and then 
the top frame. The most difficult 
thing was to join the bottom frame 

Goblin Electric Car 

A report by Emma Pearson 

and Shannon Besant, P7 

A few weeks after we came 
back from the summer holi-
days, our head teacher  
Mr McKinlay discovered the 
Goblin electric car project. 
He explained it to our class 
teacher Mr Stout who agreed 
to go across the Firth to col-
lect the kit during the Octo-
ber break. 
When Mr Stout brought the 
kit to school, everyone could-
n’t wait to build and drive the car. 
We had a lot of work to do, prepar-
ing for a trip to Aberdeenshire in 
June to go and race the car against 
other schools. 
Mr Stout also explained to us that 
our old technical teacher Mr Rich-
ards was coming back to help us 
build the car, so we were even 
more excited. 
First of all we counted the compo-
nents and did all the measure-
ments to check that we had all the 
proper parts. Mr Stout told us that 
we had to count and measure all 
the components to check all the 
proper parts were there. After that, 
he told us we had to make room in 
the middle of the floor and bring all 
the components through to the 
class room. Some of us worked in 

and the top frame using 
the support struts. We all 
had to work as a team to 
get the car finished. Af-
ter a few weeks and a lot 
of hard work the car 
started to take shape. In 
that few weeks we had 
done the battery box, the 
wheels, the steering, the 
seat and the harness 
and the wiring. And one 
of our class mates 
counted all the screws to 
make sure we had 
enough. Soon after that 
the car was ready for 

driving. Mr Stout and Mr Richards 
couldn’t believe we had finished the 
car that quick.  
Since Mr Richards came back and 
helped us so much when he was 
meant to be retired, we decided to 
put our maths to the test and build a 
scale model of the car for him to 
say thank you! We scaled it down to 
one inch to every ten cm. 
We approached companies such as 
EMEC and E Fraser Electrical to see 
whether they might be able to spon-
sor us. We are really grateful to eve-
ryone who sponsored us because if 
it wasn’t for them we wouldn’t have 
been able to go and race the car.  
Hopefully we can let you know how 
the trip went in the next issue of 

THE BLETHER. 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL NEWS 

NB: SCHOOL CLOSES FOR THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS ON  

FRIDAY 29TH JUNE AND REOPENS FOR PUPILS ON TUESDAY 21ST AUGUST  
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Dear diary, yesterday I went to the Picky Centre 
to go to the athletic competition. After that I 
ran 75m sprint and 800m long distance and did 
the long jump. After that activity I was ex-
hausted but felt great for going. If I could 
choose my favourite one it would be the javelin 
but we were not old enough. After athletics me 
and Matilda went to the beach and we were 
swimming and it was really fun. We got an ice 
cream that was large and tasty. At athletics I 
was nervous and excited. We were at town for 
8 hours. 



SPOTLIGHT ON HOY AND WALLS GARDENING CLUB 

 
The Hoy and Walls Gardening Club was started twenty five years ago by six enthusias-
tic gardeners and currently is one of the biggest clubs on Hoy and Walls with about 40 
members. About half of these attend the monthly meetings which are usually held in the 
North Walls Community Room on the first Saturday of the month between 11 and 1, often 
including lunch. Speakers have talked to us about how to prune, look after our equipment, 
natural plant dyes, and the Orkney local seed bank, all arranged by Lesley for our delight. 
This month members had an enjoyable day, visiting Andy McLaren’s nursery, Ronnie and 
Rennie’s garden, followed by a trip to Keith and Lyn McLarens. Lunch at the Pumphouse, 
then on to Norah Thomson’s garden, where we were revived after our exertions with tea, 
cakes and a bottle. It’s surprising what magnificent gardens there are hidden away behind 
the hedges. 
 
Wright Atkinson was one of the founder members and was chairmen until this year when he 
became President. He has organised many trips to Scottish gardens during this time, which 
included a bit of culture as well, with a visit to a play, opera, or show included for any who 
wanted it. This year, the gardening club stayed in Perth, with visits to St Andrews Botanic 
Gardens, Kellie Gardens and Earshall Castle one day. The second day was spent at Glen-
doick, Dundee Botanic Gardens and then a bit of retail therapy. Despite the following day’s 
rain, visits were made to Glamis Castle and the Beatrix Potter Garden. The next day we 
made our way back to Orkney, laden with plants. A most enjoyable trip was had by all! 
 
A trip to mainland Orkney is usually made in July when members get to visit some gardens, 
buy some plants, and, of course, eat lunch. The big event of the year for the club is the Gar-
den Party, held on the first Saturday in August in a member’s garden. Marquees are put up, 
food is supplied by members and the punch can be lethal. Wearing of hats is encouraged but 
not compulsory. As you may have guessed, food and drink are a very important accompani-
ment to our activities! 
 
Next month the meeting will be on 7th July when Jenny Taylor will be talking about trees, so 
why not come along. If you would like to join the merry gardeners, contact any member of 
the committee, Moira Groat (Chair) Sue Kettle (Secretary) or Teresa Bird (Treasurer). 
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seum – not fit for putting on mu-
seum exhibitions and not fit for 
housing important artefacts. 

To properly tell the stories of the 
military and civilian men and 
women who served here during 
the war, and of the Orcadian fami-
lies who’s lives were impacted by 
these great events, a new world-
class museum complex is needed 
at Lyness. A new museum should 
incorporate dedicated exhibition 
and storage space, involve the lat-
est interactive technology and be 
the focus of a unique archive dedi-
cated to Orkney’s wartime history. 
The pump-house and remaining 
fuel tank should remain part of the 
museum complex, with perhaps 
Bungalow Number 2 relocated in 
the grounds of the museum and 
restored as it appeared in WW2.  
The Communication Centre at 
Wea Fea could be partially restored 
- incorporating a then-and-now 
viewpoint and perhaps even house 
a restaurant or 1940’s themed ho-
tel for visitors. 

This is obviously an ambitious 
scheme, one that needs to be un-
dertaken in stages, hopefully with 
OIC support and the securing of 
major external charity and private 
donor funding. One possibility 
could be that it is promoted and 

taken forward as part of a broader 
Orkney-wide project that pro-
motes the unique wartime heritage 
of Scapa Flow – incorporating 
other key locations such as Ness 
Battery and Twatt Airfield. Such a 
scheme could be promoted as an 
obvious outcome of the successful 
Scapa Flow Landscape Project? 

With upcoming major anniversa-
ries in 2014 of the outbreak of 
WW1 (100 years) and WW2 (75 
years), perhaps it’s now time to tell 
the story of wartime Lyness Scapa 
Flow and Orkney to the rest of the 
World through new 21st century 
heritage attractions. 

 

Those of you interested in helping to take 
this (or other heritage ideas) forward, feel 
free to contact Keith Dobney, Loft 
(01856 701444) or join the IoHDT 
Heritage subcommittee. 

Many of us take great pride in our 
island heritage and history. To out-
siders, the island’s distinctiveness 
lays in the wild beauty and remote-
ness of Rackwick, The Old Man, 
the towering cliffs of St John’s 
Head and the Dwarfie Stane - the 
main reason tourists visit the island 
today. What most visitors never 
appreciate is that only a few miles 

south is an equally unique and dis-
tinctive place to visit that ranks 
alongside Pearl Harbour in its sig-
nificance and importance to 20th 
century military and social history. 

We have an excellent Interpreta-
tion Centre at Lyness, but it is se-
verely constrained in it’s attempt to 
promote this unique history to 
visitors and residents alike by un-
derstandably limited funding from 
OIC, who have to contend with 
rapidly decaying buildings and the 
conservation of many large mu-
seum objects. The pump-house is 
simply not a fit-for-purpose Mu-

vestigate the history of 
sheep on Hoy. 

The project will culminate 
in an exhibition at Hoy Kirk 
later in the year. If you have 
any contributions to the 
project - perhaps Hoy knit-
ting patterns or sheep pho-
tographs - please contact 
Rebecca on 01856 850459 
o r  a t  h o y h e r i -
tage@btinternet.com. 

Hoy Kirk Wool Project 

Amy Kinsey has been 
working on a Hoy Heritage 
project with the school. 
Pupils have been looking 
into all things wool, from 
thinking about crofting 
and sheep to working with 
and dying their own fleece. 

Amy took the census re-
cords of 'stocking knitters' 
as her starting point to in-

HERITAGE MATTERS 

IDEAS FOR A NEW MUSEUM COMPLEX AT LYNESS? 
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and could not be left unattended. 
Electricity proved prohibitively 
expensive. Piecemeal insulation 
proved ineffective). However, 
technology came to the rescue 
when, in 2010 it became possible 
to install a wind generator to off-
set our electricity costs. This has 
proved the salvation of the project 
and, since the financial crisis and 
the tightening of budgets every-
where, it is impossible for the 
theatre to survive without. 

Partly through generous funding 
from the Community Develop-
ment Fund, Leader (European) 
and Awards for all, but also with a 
great deal of effort from everyone 
involved, we have been able to 
install adequate insulation, a new 
heating system, better dressing 
room facilities and a completely 
new decor. It would be a long list 
were we to thank each of these 
people individually here, but the 
locally based contractors and vol-
unteers who put in hundreds of 
hours of hard work deserve our 
applause. 

When the Theatre re-opened on 
5th May, a packed house were en-
tertained by Birsay Drama Club 
and a play from HAWEG. It is no 
detriment to any of the players 
that night to say that the real star 
of the show was your Gable End 
Theatre. 

 

[The photos accompanying this 
article are by Barry Jones and 
show how fantastic the theatre 
looks after its refurbishment] 

 

 

GABLE END THEATRE REFURBISHED 

ney, has been a first class venue 
for a number of educational lec-
tures, is a meeting place for local 
organisations, and, last but not 
least, has provided facilities for 
School productions by North 
Walls School. 

Over the course of those ten years 
the main concern has always been 
adequate heating of this large and 
not very efficient space. It has 
been the policy of the theatre com-
pany to monitor the needs and 

aspirations of our audiences, per-
formers and of the volunteers 
working in the place. That has 
provided a very clear picture of 
where our failings lay, but has not, 
until now, enabled a decisive an-
swer. Over and over the message 
has been the same; “it’s a bit 
chilly”; “there’s a draught”; “the 
dressing rooms are cold”. But even 
so there has always been a need to 
balance comfort with the need to 
establish good technical facilities 
in order that the theatre can func-
tion to its optimum level. It was, 
from the outset, envisaged that 
the theatre project would take 
three phases to reach completion, 
the first of these being realised 
with the opening in 2002. By 
2003-4 we had managed to 
achieve match funding for phase 
two, the building of a foyer onto 
the main theatre, thus creating a 
space fit for long term purpose. 
The final phase, the introduction 
of adequate heating to the build-
ing, proved to be the most difficult 
and many solutions were tried 
within our slender resources, each 
of them giving some improve-
ment, but each having their draw-
backs. (Gas heating proved noisy 
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When the Gable End Theatre first 
opened in January 2002, it was in 
very primitive conditions. The peo-
ple who saw that first show in the 
middle of winter (a local pantomime 
for four performances) needed thick 
clothing, blankets and in some cases 
hot water bottles in order to sit 
through. But sit through they did, 
because the people of this island 
were not just curious to find they 
now had a dedicated theatre in their 
midst, they were also justly proud to 
be the smallest community in Scot-
land, (very likely Great Britain) with 
such a facility and were determined 
keep it. 

Despite, or perhaps because of, 
some of the patronising comments 
from some ‘experts’ elsewhere, em-
bodied in the statement “It’s a nice 
romantic idea, but of course it won’t 
work”, the people of Hoy have con-
tinued to support the place. It is 
now ten years old, has never taken a 

penny of revenue funding from any-
where, has hosted nearly two hun-
dred performances from outside 
Orkney (most of them from outside 
Britain), has shown two hundred 
films, has seen forty locally based 
shows, not counting sixteen from 
drama groups in other parts of Ork-



GABLE END THEATRE 

JUNE/JULY/AUGUST PROGRAMME 2012 
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JUNE 
 
Sat 23 IT AIN'T HALF COLD, MUM, 8pm – St Magnus Festival production 
 A concert party of singers, musicians and a magician arrives in Orkney to revisit the 

haunts of the ENSA troupes of the Second World War and take us back to the 1940s on 

a tour of the Scapa Flow area. Sometimes funny, sometimes poignant, the show salutes 

those entertainers who tirelessly toured the world to entertain the fighting forces.  

 This will be part of a Forties theme night, so come dressed in wartime fashion! 

Fri 29 BY THE SEAT OF YOUR PANTS, 8pm –  

Live entertainment from Plutot la Vie 

 Three men and three chairs and all that follows in a brilliant display of physical theatre 

comedy, mime and acrobatics. Fritz, Franz and Rudy take us from expectation to hope, 

from boredom to delight, as they strive to avoid a kick in the pants and take whatever 

fate has in store. Inspired clowning in fast visual comedy: a show to give joy to all ages.  

JULY 

 
Sat 7  MUSIC: DUO DOUBLE BILL, 8pm    
  Eilidh & Ross have played here before as part of Harum Scarum and Mary MacMaster 

  is familiar to us from several visits with The Poozies. It is great to be welcoming them 

  back, together with Donald Hay for a great double-bill of duos. 

Sat 14 FILM: THE ARTIST, (Cert. 12A), 8pm – Gable End Film Society's 200th film 

screening! The retro movie that triumphantly came up trumps at the Baftas and Oscars, and 

began a debate on whether a dog could be given an Oscar (apparently not, even if it deserves it). 

Come dressed in 1920s style and prepare to party! 

Fri 20  FILM: THE IRON LADY (cert. 12A), 8 pm 
The film that stars Meryl Streep giving her now famous facsimile performance of Mar-
garet Thatcher in decline and in the days of her political triumph. It has a fine support-
ing cast. 

Sat 28  WALKER T RYAN, 8pm 

 Walker T is the real deal. A bluesman, a Delta bluesman! A true, died in the wool lefty. 

A Pete Seeger, Woody and Leadbelly Folk singer. A lover of old Rock and Roll and 

country music. He knows hundreds of songs. As his friend, TR Kelley labled it, 

“Underdog American Music.” He works as a solo and makes it look easy, but there’s 

years of craft and heart and experience and compassion behind his on-stage simplicity. 

He’s played thousands of gigs for all kinds of people, in places most of us only read 

about, and he’s entertained them all.  

AUGUST 

 

Sat 4   FILM: WAR HORSE (cert. 12A), 8 pm 

Stephen Spielberg's film version of the children's novel by Michael Murpurgo and hit 
play at the National Theatre. A horse, Joey, is conscripted into the cavalry after the 
outbreak of the First World War; his former owner, Albert, though under-age, enlists 
to follow him into the trenches in France and hopefully save him. 

 



Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

FOR SALE 
Toyota RAV4 : 3 door M reg, 94K 

miles, MOT failure, £350 ono. 

tel 851043 evenings, weekends  
 

 

 

 

 

Are currently recruiting for two positions 

based in Lyness.  

 

Electrical and Control technician 

 

Mechanical/Offshore technician 

 

Further details can be found on their web-

site: 
www.pelamiswave.com/working-for-pelamis 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10 am  6-7 pm 

Tuesday 2-3 pm 

Wednesday 1-2 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10 am 

Friday 9-10 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 6-7 pm every week. 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy. 

 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Scapa Flow Visitor Centre And Museum 

Opening Times 

Summer Opening (1st May to 30th September) 

Monday - Saturday, from 09.00 -16.30; Sunday 

- from arrival of first ferry to 16.00. 

 

Autumn Opening (1st October - 31st October) 

Monday - Saturday, from 09.00 -16.30 

 

ADMISSION FREE 

NOTICEBOARD 
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Date: 12 July 2012 
Time: 8 pm 
Venue: YM 
 
Ivan Drever Concert 
Plus surprise supporting act! 
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Longhope Sailing Club 
Events 2012 

  
 
Longhope Regatta  
Saturday 7th July 
 
Racing will commence at 12 noon and 
the two races will be held back to back, 
weather permitting. There will be a raffle 
and competitions etc. 
 

Beach BarBQ and Fish-
ing competition 

Saturday 4th August 
 

 
Points racing will take place from the 
Local Regatta onwards on Friday eve-
nings, or, if the weather is not good, ei-
ther Saturday or Sunday. 
 

Reels and Jigs in Hoy Kirk on 

6th July and 31st August with 

Lorna and Mabel teaching the 

dances. Both are 6.45 - 9.30pm. 

Entry on the door is £2.00 per 

adult and £1.00 per child and 

includes a light supper. 

 

Date: 4 July 2012 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Meeting of the Island of Hoy Development Trust 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE 

TO COME ALONG 

Everyone is welcome as an observer 

Any questions you would like answered must be put in 

writing to either Carol or Jayne seven days prior to the 

meeting 

 

Carol 701760 carol_lock@btinternet.com 

Jayne 701266 jayne492@btinternet.com  

Hoy Kirk Events 

 

Wednesday 27 June—St Magnus Festival event - 
Jubilee String Quartet 
 

Saturday 28th July—Hoy Craft Show 

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

meeting dates for 2012 are:- 

26 June (finance meeting) 

31 August 

2 November 

DATES FOR D IARIES 

 Sunday 5th August 2012 
  
Longhope Lifeboat Crew will 
be holding an Open Day and 

the Guild will be providing Cream Teas in 
the shed from 2pm onwards. 

Friday 3rd August 2012 

 
Annual fundraising summer Kirk sale at 
the YM, Longhope. 



 

Contact email: ihdt@btinternet.com  

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

 

 

We are looking for regular contributors. Do you have a burning desire to write a regular column, perhaps on 
gardening or farming or wildlife? Has your club/society or charity got an event planned that you’d like to pub-
licise? Do you have items to sell or a business to advertise? 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
Items for inclusion in the next (August) issue must be submitted by 6th  August 2012 

THE BLETHER  
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NEW COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS 

The chair of Community Power Orkney, Mark Hull, received the following 

letter in praise of the Community wind turbine project in Orkney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The results of the recent community council elections 
have now been published on the Orkney Island Council 
website. Seven councillors were elected for our area. 

http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Council/C/results.htm 

 

The new councillors elected to serve on the Graemsay, 
Hoy and Walls Council are as follows: 

Their first meeting (finance) is on 26th June at North 
Walls School. 

Moira Groat 

Neil Mowat 

Grace Robertson 

Ronald Sinclair 

Magnus Thomson 

Jayne Traynor 

Michael Webster 


