
Tony ar-
rived as the 
island doc-
tor in 1973, 
having de-
cided, fairly 
early in his 
career, that 
he would 
prefer to be 
the doctor 
of a small 
community 
where he 

could know everyone personally From 
the start he was 'Tony' to everyone: as an 
elderly islander said “he was someone 
you could talk to, he wasn't above you, 
you could have a laugh with him. He was 
the first doctor I ever met who was like 
that.” 
 

Island life was rather more basic in his 
early days, there was no Ro-ro ferry and 
taking a vehicle to Mainland was a seri-
ous performance, so there was no ambu-
lance – Tony used his car. One of the 
recurrent dramas of Tony's life in those 
days were the visits to Flotta, the other 
island in his 'parish'. NHS Orkney had 
kindly provided him with a rather small 
fishing boat for transport although in the 
event of a call-out in bad weather he 
could use the lifeboat. Some rather 
alarming excursions in The Three Boys, 
as his boat was called, stimulated his 
interest in the lifeboat. Tony was much 
involved in the aftermath of the T.G.B. 
Lifeboat disaster of 1969, persuading 
slow-moving authorities to release 
money for the crews' widows and fami-
lies when they needed it. He became a 
member of the lifeboat team as their 
medical adviser, and later the Chief 
Medical Adviser to RNLI Scotland. Lo-
cally, he was deputy launching authority 
before becoming the Honorary Secretary 
of Longhope Lifeboat in 1995 until he 
reached the mandatory retirement age of 
70. Tony was instrumental in setting up 
the Longhope Lifeboat Museum Trust in 
2000 and remained chairman of the 
trust until his death. 

TONY TRICKETT MBE 1940-2013 
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It has been a sad few 
months for our island 
and our thoughts are 
with all those who have 
lost their loved ones in 
recent times. 

This issue features the 
usual round-up of 
events and meetings but 
please check dates and 
times nearer the event 
as some things can 
change. 

Thank you once 
again to all of the 
contributors to the 
ninth issue and for 
the use of their pho-
tographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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Tony was a keen, if not outstanding, 
middle-distance runner and initiated the 
Hoy Half-Marathon which has proved a 
lasting legacy year by year, having gone 
from around twenty-five runners to 120. 
The race is now in its 27th year. He was 
also the driving force behind the build-
ing of the community school swimming-
pool and was instrumental in obtaining 
the Healthy Living Centre.  
 
Tony took part in everyday life as well, 
helping at calvings and generally acting 
as a rather specialised vet. He was a fa-
miliar figure at Scottish traditional danc-
ing, badminton, choir and a multitude of 
other activities, while playing his part as 
a leading member of the community out-
with the island by defending their inter-
ests at medical meetings, the Hoy Trust 
and other official duties. He always as-
sumed it was for this that he was 
awarded an MBE in 1998, though he re-
mained puzzled by it. He moved to a lar-
ger stage when he became Lord Lieuten-
ant of Orkney in 2007. 
 

But it will be as our doctor that Tony will 
be best remembered. His patients were 
never neglected, he was never too busy 
to see anyone at any time. One of his 
most endearing traits was that he was 
never too proud to admit ignorance: if he 
couldn't make a diagnosis, he admitted it 
at once and sought specialist advice. It 
was, perhaps, this which made him so 
trusted, that and the fact that he knew 
his patients as real people; he knew their 
family histories, their strengths and fail-
ings as individuals and as members of 
the community, they weren't just un-
known faces or reports in a file; he knew 
the context of their lives. Although he 
retired from the practice some years ago, 
he remained on the island he was so pas-
sionate about and was as involved with 
our lives and activities as ever, until age 
began to slow him down. He will be a 
very hard act to follow. 

 

William Lancaster 



Radon is a colourless, odourless naturally 

occurring radioactive gas, created by the 
decay of uranium, in soil and rocks.  If it is 
in your home, it can cause serious health 

problems. New to Orkney, Radon Scot-
land Ltd offer a complete, cost- effective, 

radon reduction and testing service. 
 
Orkney has been identified by the Health 

Protection Agency to be affected by radon. 
In support of this, in May 2011, the OIC 

issued radon test kits to  homes in areas 
known to have the highest probability of 
elevated radon concentrations. Twenty 

percent of the homes tested were found to 
be above the action level (i.e. 200 Bec-

querels per m3) and 13 were found to have 
levels 10 times higher than the action 
level. Only a small proportion of homes in 

the county were tested, however. 

Radon Scotland Ltd, is Radon Council 
approved and qualified, offering a compre-

hensive range of affordable services cover-

ing testing and radon remedial solutions. 
  
The business, established by Karl and 

Gwen Simpson, is a family- run company, 
based in Orkney, providing a nationwide 

service. Karl is a qualified builder and 
graduate, with extensive experience work-
ing within the ground gas industry. Gwen 

has a BSc (Hons) in Geography and 
worked as a Project Manager for EDS, on 

Government contracts. Karl and Gwen feel 
passionate about raising public awareness 
of radon and are happy to offer helpful, 

friendly advice. 
 

 
For more information contact: 

Radon Scotland Ltd 

Hilters, 

Longhope, 

Orkney, 

KW16 3PA  

01856 701920/07845 775085    

tribution. Each breakfast club costs between £10 and 

£15 which is approximately £120 to £180 per term. 

You may, if you choose to join, you can sponsor any 

number of breakfast club weeks as you would like. 

Any contribution is very welcome. 

 

We would also encourage you to ask your community 

groups and clubs to get involved in the scheme as well 

as your employers, if possible, so that Breakfast Club 

can become a whole community initiative to support 

the school and it’s pupils. 

 

Your kind and generous sponsorship will be publicly 

acknowledged through the usual community notices 

unless you would prefer to remain anonymous. 

 

If you would like to join this scheme or would like fur-

ther information, please contact Sandra Atherton on 

07735326606 or 701213 

With sincere thanks, 

 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 

Dear Community Members, 

 

North Walls School  has been 

running a Breakfast Club each 

Friday for over a year. This is 

now a permanent part of the 

school timetable structure. 

 

This is a staff initiative to promote the importance 

of eating a healthy breakfast for physical wellbeing, 

improved concentration and so act as an aid to 

learning. During the breakfast club, some aspect of 

good citizenship or broader social awareness is also 

introduced. This has proved to be a winning formula 

accepted by staff, parents and pupils. 

 

In order to ensure that no child is excluded from the 

Breakfast Club Scheme, no charge is made to par-

ents and carers and the cost is borne completely by 

the school. This of course adds pressure on already 

scarce funds. 

 

We are therefore inviting you to join our breakfast 

club sponsorship scheme by way of a financial con-

A NEW COMPANY ON HOY 

BREAKFAST CLUB SCHEME 
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Graemsay, Hoy and 
Walls  Community 
Council once again sup-
ported the “Bag the 
Bruck” campaign and 
invited groups to raise 
funds and take part in 
this worthwhile event 

to clean up our beaches and verges. 

The following groups took part and were allocated 
funds for their efforts: 

Graemsay Community Association collected 40 
bags, plus 4 x 1 ton bags from around the island. 
The RSPB did a clean up at Rackwick and col-
lected 47 bags. Longhope Lifeboat Guild collected 
at various locations including the Ayre and Can-
tick peninsula totalling 32 bags. 

 
Funds were also raised for North Walls School 
who collected 25 bags and 20 bags were col-
lected for Kirkwall Grammar School New York 
trip fund. These bags were all filled with bruck 
from the Ayre. 

coastguard, and the TA in Kirkwall. 

Pupils at North Walls School contrib-

uted poppy crosses to the memorial 

and a service was held by the Rev. 

Alison Burnside. Terry Thomson, of 

the Hoy Development Trust, hosted 

the event. 

 

Amongst those invited were a num-

ber of local folk who had contributed 

time, equipment, materials, expertise 

and considerable effort in making the 

memorial more accessible and up-

grading the surrounding areas. 

Thanks were expressed to all. 

A ceremony to honour and remember 

those who served on the Arctic Con-

voys during World War Two was 

held at the Arctic Convoy Memorial 

at Lyness on Thursday, 9th May. 

Wreaths were laid by the Consul Gen-

eral of Russia in Edinburgh, Sergey 

Krutikov, and representatives of the 

Kirkwall and Stromness branches of 

the Royal British Legion and the Ork-

ney branch of the Royal Naval Asso-

ciation. 

 

Also present were members of the 

Longhope Lifeboat RNLI crew, Hoy 

BAG THE BRUCK UPDATE 

ARCTIC CONVOY CEREMONY 

TURBINE PERFORMANCE F IGURES 

Financial Year 2012/13:   Turbine performance was 95.32% of target 
 
Financial YTD 2013/14: 
April 2013    Turbine performance was   105% of  target  
May 2013    Turbine performance was     75% of  target  
 
Foot Note: 
Our project/financial model has a targeted level of performance based on the turbine site wind yield 
report. Project financing from the Co-op Bank was modelled using this report and target. 
 
Achieving 100% of this target should allow projected operational costs to be met as well as provide a 
surplus for the community benefit fund. 
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BRUCK! 
Before After 
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LYNESS, HOY: UPDATE OF CURRENT AND 

FUTURE POTENTIAL MARINE SERVICES AC-

TIVITY 

 

Pelamis Wave Power (PWP) continue with ord-

nance and maintenance operations at Lyness and 

it is now eight years since PWP first deployed a 

wave device at Lyness in 2005. The combined 

P2 test programme has now accumulated 7500 

grid connected operating hours, and exported 

160MWh of electricity to the national grid. 

 

These are encouraging figures for this stage of 

the testing programme and it is anticipated that 

generated powers will continue to rise as the pro-

gramme develops. These P2 operating hours 

bring the cumulative total for Pelamis technology 

up to over 10,000 grid connected operating 

hours. 

 

Currently, the Harbour Authority is investigating 

ways in which it can better accommodate the 

PWP O&M base. The current arrangement on the 

north end of the Golden Wharf is far from ideal, 

with north easterly winds in the winter prohibit-

ing maintenance on the two devices, whilst 

berthing arrangements also require to be revis-

ited. Potentially, there could be in excess of 50 

PWP wave machines in Orkney by 2025 there-

fore forward planning at this stage is very impor-

tant both to OIC and the technology developers. 

The results of these reviews could instigate fur-

ther redevelopment in the Lyness area in the not 

too distant future. 

 

We also welcome back the ‘Penguin’ device 

from Wello in Finland. The Penguin is designed 

to capture rotational energy generated by the 

movement of its asymmetrically shaped hull, 

which rolls, heaves and pitches with each passing 

wave. This motion is used to accelerate and 

maintain the revolutions of a spinning flywheel 

housed inside the hull, which in turn drives an 

electric generator to produce electricity that is 

then exported via a subsea cable. The 1600-tonne 

Penguin device is around 30 meters long, nine 

metres in height and has a draft of around seven 

meters. Only two meters are visible above the 

water surface. We anticipate the Penguin device 

being based for the majority of 2013 whilst it 

undergoes tests at the EMEC test center at Billia 

Croo. 

 

The AWS caisson continues to be based at the 

Golden Wharf in support of (Archimedes Wave 

Systems). It is expected that the caisson will also 

be based at the Golden Wharf for the foreseeable 

future. 

 

It is not just the renewable energy market that is 

showing an interest in Lyness; in recent weeks 

we have been approached by the oil and gas in-

dustry in relation to the oil fields off the west and 

east of Shetland. The spin off business from this 

sector creates a demand for pipe coating and 

welding plants, berthing and servicing of coaster 

vessels and welfare facilities for the related work 

force. Three such companies have Lyness on the 

radar for this industry and two of them have al-

ready visited the area in the past week. 

 

A new sign showing the development of Lyness 

featuring conceptual drawings and designated 

enterprise areas has been erected by the ferry 

waiting room. 

 

 

Michael Morrison 

Business Development Manager 

Marine Services 

June 2013 



The Hoy Heritage project would like to thank every-
one who took part, either on stage as a performer or 
in the audience, at the Hoy Foy on the 31st May. A 
great turnout enjoyed soup and sandwiches before 
enjoying some of the fruits of the heritage project 
with Hoy being celebrated in verse and 
song. Performers from the island included Billy 
Budge, Terry Thomson, Olivia Thomson, Jeff Clark, 

John Budge 
and John 
A b e r d e i n 
who linked 
the perform-
a n c e s 
through Hoy 
r e l a t e d 
n e w s p a p e r 

clippings. The 1971 BBC film of George Mackay 
Brown's short story  'A Time To Keep', shot at Burn-
mouth in Rackwick, was introduced by Morag 
McInnes and was followed by an impromptu recol-
lection by Jack Rendall of the filming. In fact, so 
many people took part that it was a job to tie the 
evening up before the ferry back to Stromness for a 
boatload of audience and performers, including 
Fiona McInnes, John McGill, the twelve strong 
Song Shop Choir and Bea and Jake Watson.  
 
The Hoy Foy 
marks the 
end of the 
initial two 
years of the 
Hoy Heri-
tage project 
and the start 

of the Hoy Heritage Centre 
run by the community. The 
project still welcomes con-
tent for the archive held at 
Hoy Kirk and there are plans 
to bring the entire photo-
graphic archive online. More 
immediate plans include a 
Hoy School reunion, so 
please get in touch if you are 
among the Hoy School 
alumni! A new leaflet about 
Hoy heritage will soon be 

circulating. The Hoy Kirk has produced a fold 
out leaflet about the heritage project and ar-
chive, in-
cluding a 
map of 
v i s i t o r 
a t t r a c -
t i o n s 
through-
out the 
island.  
 
 
The Hoy Foy night coincided with the formal 
completion of the Friends of the Hoy Kirk 
(FoHK) two year Heritage Project.  Chairman 
of the FoHK, James Stockan, passed on the 
Committee’s thanks to Rebecca for her sterling 
work in enabling, and greatly enhancing, such 
a good quality project. Everyone who came into 
contact with Rebecca through the Hoy Heri-
tage Project was aware of Rebecca’s fantastic 
skills and dedication. 

ated. Cards were very popular last year and we 

hope to have a table dedicated to greetings 

cards, so artists and makers are invited to 

bring along their cards for sale. The commis-

sion on any sales is 10%.  

 

Work can be collected from Stromness or de-

livered to Hoy Kirk on Thursday 25th July 

from 11-3. Exhibitors are invited to contact 

hoyheritage@btinternet.co.uk or contact Re-

becca on 850459 to register interest and get 

further details.  

HOY OPEN ART CRAFT EXHIBITION—CALL FOR EXHIBITORS 

Hoy Kirk would like to invite artists to take part in 

the Hoy Open Art and Crafts Exhibition. Following 

last year's success the Open Exhibition is now 

planned as an annual event. This year the Friends 

of Hoy Kirk committee have timed the exhibition 

to coincide with the Hoy Show. The exhibition 

dates are 27 July to 11 August.  

 

There will be a limit of up to 6 hanging artworks 

per artist this year, craft makers will be provided 

with table space (up to half of one of the display 

tables) and any other requirements can be negoti-

NEWS FROM THE HOY HERITAGE PROJECT AT HOY K IRK 
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Billy Budge 

John Budge 

Jack Rendall 

Song Shop Choir 



Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope,  

07709 692811, 01856 701924 maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS 
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ETHEL JOYCE  
Most of us will have 
been fortunate to 
have known Ethel in 
some way. Having 
only moved to Long-
hope a few years ago 
I only knew her a 
short time. But in 
that time she en-
riched my life with a 
gentle graciousness, 
that I will treasure 
always and never 
forget. 

 
The first time I met her was on the road to the 
shop. She was out walking her dog, little Josie, 
one sunny evening. She greeted me eagerly with 
“well bairns what like tonight?” She talked away 
happily telling me all about Josie's antics down 
various exciting rabbit holes and her general 
doggy mischievousness. It must have been at 
least half an hour before we parted. As I walked 
away I wondered, who was that woman and 
what a lovely person she was.  In the distance I 
could hear her saying 'now Josie don't be doing 
that; oh Josie, how could you' and she carried 
on chatting to her faithful friend all the way 
down the road. 
 
That was the first of many happy meetings. 
Sometimes she would pop in for a cup of tea and 
a natter then wander around my garden telling 
me interesting things about the flowers. One 
springtime she spied a big clump of daffodils 
and gently touched the flowers and gazed at the 
blooms. 'Oh my' she said 'these are such an old 
fashioned daffodil Mary, I haven't seen these for 
years and years'. I will never forget her de-
lighted face and joyful gratitude when I brought 
a bucket full of those bulbs to her in the au-
tumn. They are blooming again now in my gar-
den and I call them Ethel's daffs. 
 

It was through the lifeboat that my friendship 
with Ethel grew. We would often meet in the 
doorway of 'the shed' as the station is called. 
Ethel was always very discrete and kept a low 
profile concerning the lifeboat. But we knew she 
had been in. The floor had been hoovered, the 
washing up done, clean tea towels appeared, 
biscuits were in the cupboard and sometimes 
sandwiches waiting for the crew after a shout. 
 

She was also a driving force within the Lifeboat 
Guild and the Lifeboat shop. Organising events, 
baking masses of delicious cakes and biscuits, 
And she excelled at doing the hard sell at sales 
of work etc. Making you think 'wow, I really 
want to buy that china knick- knack'. How could 
you say no to such enthusiasm and funny ban-
ter.  
 

Sometimes, when we were alone, we would talk 
quite deeply. She was so approachable and I 
could tell her my troubles. Her words of advice 
and her wisdom were always a huge help to me. 
I think that I am not the only one who benefited 
from Ethel's kindness, encouragement, counsel-
ing and sincerity. And she could gently scold 
too. Sometimes it was no more than a small 
sharp intake of breath and raised eyebrows. But 
it was enough. And then we would see the funny 
side of things and the tears of laughter would 
run down our faces. From her own past difficult 
experiences she had gained an ability to impart 
kindly, the knowledge and secrets of how to pick 
yourself up and keep going with a smile on your 
face. 
 
To me she was a genuine, wise, kind and truly 
wonderful woman. She thoroughly enjoyed a 
good laugh and was not afraid to speak the 
truth. I will miss her so much but am very grate-
ful to have had those precious times with her. 
I'm not a religious person at all but I can't find 
any words better than to say that Ethel touched 
my soul. 
 
Mary Harris RNLI Longhope Station 



A chance find by Angus Budge's little dog Hector 

has enabled the pupils of North Walls School to 

become celebrities in Sweden. 

Twenty-one pupils (aged 6 and 7 years) from Class 

F1A Jaws Hedeskolan  Galmla Gotebrgvagen  

Kungsbacka Sweden released a bottle with a mes-

sage in it  on the 20th February,  from a large 

ship travelling to the Faroe Islands.  Angus and 

Hector found it on the shore on Fara.  Thinking it 

might be of some interest to the pupils Angus 

took it to the school.   

On receiving this information the pupils e-mailed 

the school and sent pictures and letters. The 

Swedish children were so excited about someone 

finding their bottle that they contacted the na-

tional Swedish newspapers who ran features 

about it. Since then pictures and letters have 

been received from Sweden along with photocop-

ies of the articles in the Swedish papers.  Unfor-

tunately no one at the school speaks Swedish but 

the pictures show the Swedish children holding up 

North Walls pupil’s pictures and letters.   

Now that both schools are in contact with each 

other it is planned to continue this correspon-

dence so that the pupils can discover more about 

each other’s way of life. 

 

 Luckily most children in Sweden speak English! 

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE 
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ALL A B IT WOOLLY 

The new exhibition at Hoy Kirk 
looks into the island's knitting 
heritage. Amy Kinsey worked with 
pupils from North Walls School   
looking into all things woolly, in-
cluding crofting and sheep.  
 
As well as producing an enormous 
wall drawing showing a timeline of 
census recordings of knitters, the 
pupils also carded and dyed their 

own fleece and had a go at knitting 
for themselves. 
 
Amy and the pupils at North Walls 
have created a fascinating exhibi-
tion which will run throughout 
June until the 25th July. 
 

Picture courtesy of Orkney Library 
and Archive. 

Class 1 with the bottle, letter and 

photo of the Swedish children 

Class 1 with the newspaper articles 



look at the graffiti then I highly recommend it. 
In the last article you may remember that I told 
you about my visit to NCAP in Edinburgh where I 
identified a number of WWII sites on Hoy which I 
hoped to visit and record as part of my PhD. Whilst 
accompanying Historic Scotland I managed to in-
vestigate one or two of the sites and was most ex-
cited to find surviving evidence at all of those I vis-
ited. Many are anti-aircraft searchlight batteries 
and consist of low, 10m diameter circular earth 
banks where a searchlight similar to the one in the 
Oil Tank at the Scapa Flow Visitor Centre would 
have been positioned. Next time you are approach-
ing Moaness Pier, look out for the low mound in 
the field on the right of the road just before the 
Beneth’ill Cafe. (GL). 

Quite unintentionally this month’s article has 
taken on an anti-aircraft defences theme having 
started with searchlights and now moving on to 
barrage balloons. The RAF presence on Hoy began 
in January 1940 when 950 (barrage balloon) 
squadron established their headquarters at the top 
of Ore Brae, one large brick building of which can 
still be seen today. Barrage balloons were an effec-
tive deterrent used to protect the British Fleet and 
military installations by forcing attacking aircraft 
to fly higher where their bombing was less accu-
rate. As the balloon cables were designed to break 
when hit, releasing parachutes that caused an air-
craft to lose flight, it is perhaps not surprising that 
the strong winds in Orkney caused considerable 
damage to the balloon defences. More than 350 
balloons were damaged or blew away in 3 months 
during 1943. 
 

As a consequence, a balloon repair centre was es-

tablished at the Ore Brae HQ and in June 1943 Hoy 

witnessed the arrival of the first Woman’s Auxiliary 

Air Force (WAAF) personnel to be stationed in 

Orkney. Although originally recruited to serve in 

administrative and hospitality roles, the WAAFs 

quickly demonstrated their dedication and skill 

and were soon serving in many technical trades of 

the air force. On Hoy the WAAF balloon repair sec-

tion were a mainstay of No 20 Balloon Centre at 

Ore Brae and performed a vital service keeping the 

81 balloons of the Scapa barrage flying until their 

withdrawal to protect London in 1944. 

This past month I was fortunate enough to escape 
the office and get back up to Hoy for some fresh 
air. Early in May I was asked to accompany a team 
from Historic Scotland as they reviewed currently 
scheduled or listed wartime sites and considered 
others for designation. One of the highlights for me 
was Hackness Battery and Martello tower where 
Mike Webster showed us some incredible historic 

graffiti. The whole stair well leading to the gun 
deck is covered with names, regiments, ship names 
and dates from the 19th century and both world 
wars. The names are a poignant reminder that the 
dilapidated concrete and brick buildings around 
Hoy were once home to many thousands of service 
men and woman. If you’ve never been to have a 

HERITAGE MATTERS :   

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Searchlight Emplacement near Linksness, Moaness 

WAAFs training with a model barrage balloon © IWM, ref. CH7982 



SPOTLIGHT ON THE ELECTRIC CAR 

Two Nissan Leaf electric vehicles have 

been secured for Hoy as part of an Orkney 

based four vehicle test project funded by 

the Scottish Government - via the Com-

munity Energy Scotland Innovation and 

Infrastructure Fund. The grant secured for 

this project will allow a two year pilot to 

trial and demonstrate their use and dura-

bility in an island climate. Two other de-

velopment trusts, Rousay, Egilsay and 

Wyre, and Shapinsay have also benefitted 

from the grant. Funding for the installa-

tion of charging points in the islands will 

(on application) be provided by Energy 

Saving Trust’s domestic and working place 

charging point grants. All costs of leasing the vehicle, the logos and the insurance have been cov-

ered by Community Energy Scotland. It is hoped that feedback from users in Orkney will provide a 

picture of how well these vehicles operate in the islands.  

 

One vehicle has been assigned to Hoy Energy Ltd to be utilised by the turbine support staff whilst 

being subjected to a long term test to ascertain usability, cost/performance and grid loading/

charging levels. 

 

The second vehicle has been assigned to the Island of Hoy Development Trust to support it's staff 

and activities, and it is to be available to interested Island residents for trial periods (probably 14 

days) to allow technology familiarisation whilst also assisting with the overall vehicle testing - mile-

age logs/journey details etc. 

 

The vehicle is being prepared and 

should be available shortly - anyone 

interested should ideally contact Pat 

Newell on 701896 who will be co-

ordinating the EV project for the Trust 

- a small amount of paperwork will 

need to be provided for the insurance 

cover etc - e.g. driving license. More 

details will be available soon. 

 

The Trust wish to take this opportu-

nity to confirm that the cars have not 

been funded out of the Community 

Wind Turbine Benefit Fund. 
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went to the gardening club too. She showed the 
gardening club how to make miniature plant 
pots out of paper. It is a good way to use up old 
newspaper and it is an environmentally friendly 
way to pot your seedlings. The school got a pa-
per potter - it was the thing that made the pa-
per pots and some people took some of the little 
pots home to test them out. We do not know yet 
if they work but it was fun.  

 
Stella Kirkpatrick made a power point about a 
range of the activities that the school has been 
involved with for Eco Hour, for example the 
school’s new shed, and what’s happening with 
the plastic bottle greenhouse and raised beds.  
She showed it to the people who were there. 
Stella also read out everything she wrote and it 
was a success. 
 
Report by Andrew Pearson, Mia Train and 
Stella Kirkpatrick 

Recently some members of Class 2 visited the 
Gardening Club on a Saturday, and here’s a 
small report about what they did. What Andrew 

Pearson did 
in gardening 
club is that 
he talked 
about all the 
tattie fact 
files that the 
class had 
been work-
ing on, and 
e x p l a i n e d 
that we also 

planted them too. The names were Lady Cristal, 
British Queen, Highland Burgundy and some 
others, and the whole of class two made draw-
ings of the tatties and they did a life size one and 
a big one to show their observation skills for art.  
The class all made fact files about the tatties and 
once they were made, they were hung up in the 
community room so they would be ready for An-
drew’s presentation. Andrew thought that doing 

the presenta-
tion was 
scary at first 
but it was 
fun and he 
had several 
c o m m e n t s 
about what a 
good job he 
made of it. 
Mia Train 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—A VISIT TO THE GARDENING CLUB 
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NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—B ITS AND BOBS 

 

Alford Trip 13-16th June 

 

Good luck to all competing in the Greenpower 

Electric Car challenge in Alford, Aberdeen-

shire! 

Tuesday 25 June 

Sports day (time to be confirmed) 

Wednesday 26th June 

Assembly 2.00pm Parents, guardians and 

friends are welcome.  

School will close on Friday 28th June at 

2.00pm. Term 1 begins for pupils at 9.15am on 

Tuesday 20th August 2013. 



“The Viking re-enactment group from Hoy 

is also coming, with a demonstration of 
Viking crafts, including a replica of the 
tablet loom found at Oseberg, as well as 

woodwork, cooking pots, toys, games and 
weaponry.” 

 
There will also be a display of Viking 
weaving techniques and clothes. As the 

brewing and drinking of ale was an impor-
tant part of the Viking age culture, re-

searcher Merryn Dineley is providing a dis-
play of traditional brewing techniques. 
Guests will also have the opportunity to 

view replicas of Viking Age silver jewellery 
as found in the Skaill Hoard. 

 
The feast is open to visitors and locals 
alike. Tickets may be bought from the 

Centre for Nordic Studies, Kiln Corner, or 
booked on tel. 01856 569 302, or by e-

mail ragnhild.ljosland@uhi.ac.uk  
 
 

Following up on last year’s 

success, the Centre for 
Nordic Studies is once 
again organising a ban-

quet based on what we 
know of the Viking diet 

from saga literature and 
archaeological excavations. The feast of 
authentic Viking age food will be on offer 

on 2nd July at the St Magnus Centre, Kirk-
wall. The event is open to everyone over 

the age of 14. 
 
Dr Ragnhild Ljosland of the Centre for 

Nordic Studies, part of Orkney College 
UHI, said: “The Viking feast itself will be 

prepared by the West End Hotel and will 
form the main part of the event. Joining 
us will be storyteller Tom Muir, in charac-

ter as the host, the Earl of Orkney, who 
will entertain his guests with stories from 

Viking mythology and folklore as well as 
stories of his ancestors, allies and political 
enemies from the Orkneyinga Saga” 

Fifteen years ago the Screen Machine Mk 1 

appeared on the roads and byways of the 

Highlands and Islands, making its pioneering 

way to remote communities. Its mission was 

to take up-to-date programmes of film to 

places that normally had no easy access to 

them. The Screen Machine made an impres-

sive sight, a new concept in mobile cinema, a 

sort of pantechnicon that when it came to rest 

miraculously expanded and opened out its in-

terior to create a fully operational auditorium. 

The first visit of the Screen Machine to Orkney 

and Hoy was in September 2000. It brought us 

first showings for Chicken Run, The Perfect 

Storm and a film that has lived up to its title, 

Gone in Sixty Seconds.  

The original Screen Machine was eventually 

replaced with a new model. It had learnt from 

its prototype's experiences on the road and 

was christened Screen Machine, Take 2. Now, 

as part of a celebratory tour for the project's 

fifteen years, it revisits Orkney, and will be on 

Hoy, at North Walls Community School, on 

Wednesday, 19th June, and Thursday the 20th. 

Together with the existing programme of the 

Gable End Film Society, it will therefore turn 

June into a bumper month for movie-going on 

the island. 

So welcome back to the Screen Machine. It 

was part of the inspiration in founding our film 

society and shares our philosophy of preserv-

ing film-going as a communal experience. 

"Unfold Your Imagination" runs its motto along 

the side of the van; which becomes 

"Imagination Unfolded" once it's all set up with 

its 80 seats ready to be occupied. 

 

See the back page for programme and booking 

details. This time Screen Machine brings us 

The Croods, Star Trek into Darkness and The 

Great Gatsby, with a themed 1920s evening 

invited for the showing of the latter on the 

Thursday, and a prize for the most enterpris-

ing costume.  
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SCREEN MACHINE 

ENJOY A V IKING FEAST 



GABLE END THEATRE 

SUMMER PROGRAMME 2013 
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JUNE 

 

Sat 22 MUSIC: JOHN WORT HANNAM TRIO, 8pm Resident in Alberta, Canada, John 

has released five albums, captured a Juno nomination for Best Traditional/Roots album, 

and a Canadian Folk Music Award for Album of the Year. He is a powerful singer with 

rootsy, melodic songs, matched with a narrative writing style, laden with lyrical hooks. 

  A ST MAGNUS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL PERFORMANCE 

 Followed by a Midsummer Party in the Foyer Bar! 

 

 

Fri 28  FILM: LINCOLN (Cert. 12A)   Steven Spielberg gave Daniel Day Lewis his chance 

to land another Best Actor Oscar with his uncannily convincing portrayal of America's great re-

forming President at the time of the crisis point in the American Civil War.  

*** The 2013 Oscar for Best Actor went to Daniel Day-Lewis*** 

 

JULY 

Thur 4    EVENT: VISIT BY HRH PRINCESS ANNE TO GABLE END THEATRE, c.10 -

11.00am 

Princess Anne will arrive by helicopter on the school field at c.10am and walk along to the thea-

tre. Entry to the theatre during the visit will be by invitation only, but we hope that a good crowd 

will turn out to see the Princess arrive and depart. Refreshments will be served to the public in 

the theatre following her departure. 

 

Fri 5 FILM: DJANGO UNCHAINED (cert. 18) 

 

Sat 13 MUSIC: THE DRIFTWOOD COWBOYS, 8pm 

The Driftwood Cowboys are Lone Star Swing Band’s Dick Levens on electric mandolin, lap steel 

and lead guitar, and Iain Tait on string bass with McLean on guitar and vocals. Music for neo-

traditional kyefolk! We’ve waited a long time to see this band, so save the date! 

 

Fri 19 FILM: LOVE IS ALL YOU NEED (cert. 15) 

 

 

AUGUST 

Sun 11 MUSIC: FEISROIS NATIONAL CEILIDH TRAIL TOUR 

The group is made up of some of the finest young traditional musicians in Scotland, chosen after 
a thorough audition process. Rising young Orkney musician Eric Linklater is part of the tour this 
year.  
 
Wed 28      DRAMA: EUROPA – OUR FIRST MIGRANT by Salvatore Cabras and Maggie Rose 
Europa, a beautiful Phoenician princess, is abducted by Zeus in the guise of a bull. He forces her 
to undertake a perilous journey over the Mediterranean to Crete. This retelling of an ancient 
myth will explore how the often uncomfortable union between Eastern sophistication and West-
ern vitality engenders an eclectic European identity. A brand-new play and exhibition identifies 
links between Mediterranean and Celtic folklore and how the powerful image of the bull resonates 
from the works of Titian, Rembrandt and Picasso to the branding of fast cars and energy drinks. 



Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Hackness Martello Tower  

OPENING ARRANGEMENTS 
Summer 

1 April - 30 September, open seven 

days a week from 9.30 am to 5.30 pm 

For more information: 

Tel 01856 701 727 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10 am  6-7 pm 

Tuesday 2-3 pm 

Wednesday 1-2 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10 am 

Friday 9-10 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 6-7 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy. 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give  5 days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

In this life bring only kindness, take 
only memories, leave only footprints 

and kill nothing but time. 

NOTICEBOARD 
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Scapa Flow Visitor Centre 

and Museum 
 

OPENING TIMES 

Monday – Saturday: 9.00am – 4.30pm 

Sunday - from arrival of first ferry to departure of 

last ferry 

 

The Pumphouse Café can also be found within 

the museum. Great for a sit down, a cup of coffee 

(or tea!), a bacon sarny and a home bake! 

 

Lyness, Hoy, Orkney 

Telephone: (01856) 791300 



Hoy Half  Marathon 

Sunday 16th June 

See you there! 

Beneth'hill Cafe  
Open every day between 10am and 
6.30pm. 

Serving delicious soup, sandwiches and a daily 
hot meal and dessert, all homemade. 

We also serve tea, coffee, refreshments and ice 
creams. The cafe is licenced. 

We can supply packed lunches on request, 
please ring for details on 01856 791119. 

You can find us near to Moaness ferry terminal 
on Hoy. 

Longhope Sailing Club 
Events 2013 

 
  

The Longhope Regatta will be held on 

Saturday 6th July. There will be a short 

meeting on Friday 14th June, at Long-

hope Pier to discuss plans for the Re-

gatta. Even if you are not a sailor but 

are willing to help on the day, please 

contact Trish. 

 

****************************** 

The Sailing Club are now holding 

Points racing and Fun sails every Friday 

during the summer at 7 pm Longhope 

Pier. If the weather isn’t suitable, an-

other day/time may be organised over 

that weekend. If you are interested in 

having a go at sailing, pop down and 

see Angus on Friday evenings! 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

GRANT SCHEME 2013/2014 

*** 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 

*** 

SEEDCORN FUNDING 
 

The Community Council are inviting  ap-
plications to the above funds. 

 
 For application forms and details about 

the funds please contact: 
  

Clerk to the Community Council 
Trish Avis, Fea, Longhope, KW16 3PA 

Tel: 701 498, email trish.avis@btinternet.com 

 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS:- 

Friday 14th June 2013 

NOTICEBOARD/DATES FOR D IARIES 

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

meeting dates for 2013 are:- 

Friday 21 June—to consider financial applications 

Friday 23 August (in Graemsay) 

Friday 14th June 

Mixed Darts Knockout competi-

tion at the Royal. £1 per person 

to enter, names in by 8 pm 

please. 



Lifeboat Guild 
Events 2013 

 
  

The next meeting of the 

Guild will be on Wednesday 26th 

June at the Hoy Centre, a bus has been 

arranged for members. We always wel-

come new members, so please feel free 

to come along. 

 

****************************** 

Sunday 14th July will be the Lifeboat 

Open day and cream teas at the shed. 

The coastguard helicopter will be mak-

ing a vist (subject to operational re-

quirements). The Thomas McCunn will 

also be at the pier. 

 

******************************** 

 

The Lifeboat shop will be opening 

again for the summer every Thursday 

and Saturday 3 pm till 5 pm. 

 

There is such a thing as a free lunch after all! 

The Stromness Baptist Church are host-

ing a free lunch at Hoy Kirk as part of their 

annual Hoy weekend. Everyone is invited to 

their 11:15am service on Sunday 23rd June 

and to join them for lunch afterwards 

Date: 17th July 2013 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls 

Centre 

Meeting of the Island of Hoy Development 

Trust 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE 

TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please con-

tact Carol prior to the meeting—701760 
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DATES FOR D IARIES 

Longhope Lifeboat Museum 

will be in the Blue Door charity shop 

in Kirkwall between 16th and 21st 

September 2013. If anyone has any 

donations or would like to offer their 

services, then please contact Kevin 

Kirkpatrick or any member of the 

Lifeboat Museum Committee.  

An evening of  

Reels and Jigs at 
the Hoy Kirk 

June 28th 

18.45 to 21.30 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

£2 per adult; £1 per child 

Refreshments served 

For more details, please contact 

Mabel 791359 

Wild Hoy Walk (RSPB) 
25th June 2013 
Join the RSPB Warden to learn more about the wild-
life and history of the reserve. Bring packed lunch 
and binoculars.  
 
Meet: Moaness Pier  
Cost: £5 adults; £2 children aged 12-18; under-12 
and RSPB members free.  
NB: Extra cost for local bus transport of approx. 
£2  
Info/booking (essential): 01856 791391   



April 

Total rainfall: 84.7mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs: 

19.6mm on 16th. 

Highest max. temp: 13.5c 

on 14th. 

Lowest max. temp: 5.6c on 6th. 

Ave. max. temp: 8.52c 

Lowest min. temp: -4.3c on 7th. 

Highest min. temp: 6.9c on 14th. 

Ave. min. temp: 1.99c 

Ave. temp. for April: 5.25c  
 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
Items for inclusion in the next (August) issue must be submitted by 5th  August 2013 
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR APRIL 2013/MAY 2013   

May 

Total rainfall: 52.2mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs: 10.4mm on 2nd. 

Highest max. temp: 16.7c on 7th. 

Lowest max. temp: 7.1c on 2nd. 

Ave. max. temp: 12.24c 

Lowest min. temp: 0.5c on 3rd. 

Highest min. temp: 9.2c 29th. 

Ave. min. temp: 5.54c 

Ave. temp. for May: 8.89c 

 

Ave. temp. for spring period Mar/Apl/May 2013: 5.31c 

Ave. temp. for same period 2012: 7.51c 

Ave UK temp. for spring period Mar/Apl/May 2013: 6.0c  
 

 

 

 


