
though this was very successful, we 

couldn’t afford the rental cost every 

year and we are very grateful to the 

IoHDT for a grant that has enabled us 

to purchase the equipment. Not only 

will this be used for the Half Marathon 

each year, but we will be able to sup-

ply a timekeeping team to other island 

events, such as the Longhope Mini 

Triathlon. 

 

An event of this size doesn’t take 

place without a lot of hard work from 

the organizing committee and the 

many volunteers who turn out to help 

on the day. We would like to thank the 

Hoy Trust (our sponsors), IoHDT, Scottish 

Water, Raynet, the local medical and 

ambulance teams, North Walls School 

and Community Centre, the time-

keepers, everyone who runs a drinks 

station, works in the kitchen, provides 

transport, collates the results, provides 

entertainment, turns up on the day to 

cheer the runners along and cleans 

up afterwards - we couldn't do it with-

out you. 

 

Next year’s race will take place on 

Sunday14 June and we hope to see 

you all then. 

 

 

Jude Callister, HHM Secretary 

 
Photos by Fran Gray 

28TH HOY HALF MARATHON SUNDAY 15TH JUNE 
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Welcome to the fif-

teenth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The June issue includes 
news from the Island of 
Hoy Development Trust 
and Council Comment, 
together with RNLI up-
dates. 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors to 
the fifteenth issue 
and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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Once again there were perfect condi-

tions on Sunday 15 June for the 28th 

Hoy Half Marathon. Although entry 

numbers were up to 170 the week be-

fore the race, just 126 runners turned 

up to compete on the day. The race 

was won by Paul Kerr in a time of 

1.22.24. Paul has been a regular Quar-

ter Marathon runner and record-

holder over the years, but this was his 

first chance to run in the main race. 

He’s definitely one to watch in the fu-

ture. Second man home was Tim 

Cooke in 1.24.15, with third place in 

the men’s section going to Ian Craig-

head, 1.27.14. 

 

First lady home, with a new course re-

cord, was Aly Bain in a wonderful time 

of 1.27.10, placing her third overall.  

This result was even more impressive 

given that she had been ‘blackened’ 

on the Friday night before the race! 

Second lady was Jocelyn Moar, in a 

time of 1.31.55, with Lorna Stanger 

coming in as third lady with 1.37.58. 

 

There was a smaller local entry field 

this year, but well very done to Matt 

White (2:03:48), Laura Johnston 

(2:09:02) and Lindsay Hall (3:44:08). 

 

Every runner who takes part wants an 

accurate finishing time. Last year, we 

trialled an electronic timing system 

which we had rented for the day. Al-

Paul Kerr Aly Bain 5k Fun Run Montage 



Th ree  new 

C o m m o n -

wealth War 

Graves Com-

mission information panels were unveiled in 

the Lyness Royal Naval Cemetery on Saturday 

31 May. The unveiling was carried out by Colin 

Kerr, CWGC lead director for the Centenary 
of the First World War, CWGC UK area director 

Mrs Deirdre Mills and Captain Chris Smith RN 

Naval Regional Commander for Scotland and 

Northern Ireland, and OIC Vice Convener 

James Foubister. 

 

The panels at Lyness are among 500 to be in-

stalled at CWGC locations worldwide and 

feature information about the site of the 

cemetery and a QR (Quick Response) 

code. When scanned with a smartphone, the 

QR Code provides access for further informa-

tion including the personal stories of some of 

the casualties buried or commemorated 

there. 

 

Among the stories revealed on the panels at 

Lyness are those of Walter Adams from Somer-

set, who died when HMS Hampshire struck a 

German mine off Marwick Head in heavy 

weather on the evening of 5 June 1916 and 

sank within 15 minutes. All but 12 men of over 

650 on board perished, including Lord Kitch-

ener, who was travelling with a delegation to 

Russia. 

 

Mr Kerr said "The new panels at Lyness will be 

an interactive way for new generations to 

learn about the final resting place of so many 

Commonwealth servicemen and women, in 

an engaging and meaningful way. I hope 

that the installation encourages many more 

people to visit this stunning and moving 

cemetery, and remember those who fell dur-

ing both world wars." 

around and about. With the money they received 
from the Community Council plus a donation 
from the Hoy Trust they were able to fund a new 
sticker for the bin at Rackwick and will also be 
purchasing a wheel barrow. This will be located at 
the Bothy in Rackwick in order to get bruck from 
beach to bin! 

On the 12 & 13th April, Orkneys annual Bag the 
Bruck took place. On Hoy & Walls four groups 
took part in this annual clean up & raised funds 
via the Community Council. 

 
As reported in the last edition of the Blether the 
children from North Walls School did a excel-
lent job clearing the part of the Ayre, whilst also 
raising funds for the school. A few days later la-
dies from the Longhope Lifeboat Guild cleared 
another stretch of the Ayre, raising funds for the 
RNLI. 
 
At Rackwick beach, folk worked hard to collect 
& then move 80 plus bags down to the bin area 
and in the process raise funds for the RSPB. 
 
And last but not least folk representing the Pick 
up 3 Pieces campaign did various collections 

NEW INFORMATION PANELS AT LYNESS ROYAL NAVAL CEMETERY 

BAG THE BRUCK AND PU3P 
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L-R: James Foubister, Deirdre Mills, Capt. Chris 

Smith, Colin Kerr (Photo: Gavin Lindsay) 
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The Funding committee for the Hoy Com-

munity Fund approved the following 

grants: 

Funding for Summer Youth Activity Pro-

gramme —£480 (Hoy Centre) 

Training Event —£345 (School Parent 

Council) 

Summer trip for members, Members Christmas party, 

Portable wheelchair —£300 (Haey Hope Club) 

Several bursaries were conditionally approved : 

BTEC Advanced level 3 electrical and design, driving les-

sons, efficient deckhand course, Level 3 certificate in retail 

management, level 2 safety and hygiene, level 1 food 

safety awareness, level 3 supervising food safety, level 2 

hygiene, level 3 manufacturing, basic business course, tax 

and bookkeeping, Pat 1 & 2 spraying course. 

 

 

 IMPORTANT NOTE 

If you are thinking of applying for a grant or a bursary, 

please make sure you apply in good time.  These cannot 

be given retrospectively and will be turned down if not 

received at least one week before the grants committee 

meet.  These meetings are held approximately every 

Kirkside 
An open day was held at Kirkside  
(the new house beside St 
Columba’s) on the 12th April  to give 
everyone the chance to come in and 
have a look around. Although the 

sun was shining, it was a wildly windy day and 
the festive balloons fastened outside soon sailed 
off towards the east end, sticks intact, much to 
the amusement of those watching.  Inside was 
cosy though, and everyone who came had a tour 
of the building before sitting down for a cuppa 
and a chat. 

 

Thanks must go to those here who in the begin-
ning helped with the fundraising for household 
items, those who put everything in place and 
helped to get it ready for the open day, and not 

least those who did the baking and provided 
teas.  Kirkside’s a lovely building and we look 
forward to putting it to good use in the future.      
 

New Elders 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday 13th April, the congregation of St 
Columba’s, Hoy and Walls gathered in the kirk, 
to witness the ordination by Rev Martin Pren-
tice of Steve Rhodes and Graham Smith as eld-
ers of the Parish Church. Steve and Graham 
were nominated and elected by the members of 
St Columba’s, and after the service they were 
welcomed again by everyone present, before an-
swering a photo call.  

Jean Gillespie 

GRANTS AWARDED FROM THE HOY (TURBINE) COMMUNITY FUND 

three months and will be advertised in the Blether and on 

the website (http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk)  The 

next meeting will be Wednesday 3
rd

 September.  All ap-

plications to be received by Wednesday 27th August. 

 

Applicants should also look to the Skills Development 

Scotland -  Individual Learning Account (ILA).  To be eligi-

ble for the ILA, you must be over 16 years of age, have an 

income of £22,000 a year or less, or be on benefits, and 

not be undertaking any secondary, further or higher edu-

cation.  You may be eligible for up to £200 towards the 

costs of learning or training. It’s a great way to pay for 

learning new skills and because the money isn’t a loan, 

you don’t need to worry about paying it back. Check out 

the link for further details regarding eligibility and how to 

apply. 

Link:   http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/content/ila-

scotland-funding-for-you 

 

If you require assistance in applying for funds, please con-

tact Steven Rhodes at the office at 1 Naval Hall, Longhope, 

telephone 701356 email steven.rhodes.iohdt@gmail.com 



COUNCIL COMMENT— MORE EDUCATIONAL MATTERS 
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James and I, along with Cllr Janice Annal, 

Chair of the Education, Leisure and Housing 

Committee, and Peter Diamond, Head of 

Schools attended a meeting in North Walls on 

the 25th of April, to discuss the future of the sec-

ondary department with parents and interested 

members of the community. 

 

The meeting was open and frank with all in at-

tendance agreeing that a consultation exercise 

needed to be undertaken to find out the views of 

the wider island community with particular re-

gard to the commitment to sending secondary 

aged children to North Walls rather than opting 

for an 'off island' education. Mr Diamond sug-

gested that the priority, at that time, was to get 

the '3 night weekend' consultation under way 

and that it was unlikely that the authority could 

compile a satisfactory consultation paper until 

early in the autumn. This time scale was gener-

ally accepted although it should perhaps be 

noted that the ongoing situation at the Strom-

ness Academy, as reported in the Orcadian and 

on radio Orkney, is understandably impinging 

on administrators’ time within the department 

and we may, unfortunately, see some slippage 

in this proposal. 

 

In the meantime the consultation on the '3 night 

weekend' has been launched with all current 

KGS pupils and their parents, pupils not yet at 

KGS (P4 – S4) and their parents, all community 

councils and parent councils, in areas whose 

pupils attend KGS, and the wider community 

across Orkney who have an interest in Ferry 

transport to the isles being consulted. 

 

The background to the consultation is that some 

isles parents and parent councils have asked the 

Council to consider the feasibility of enabling 

isles pupils (predominantly outer north isles) to 

spend 3 nights at home each weekend. Al-

though primarily aimed at pupils from Westray, 

Sanday, Stronsay and Eday (S3 – 6) any 

changes to the current school timetable will af-

fect all KGS pupils. A late start, to accommo-

date the north isles children travelling in on 

Monday morning, could mean that Hoy children 

are 'hanging around' on Monday before the 

school starts with a corresponding reduction in 

the 'free time' on Friday afternoons. An alter-

nate proposal involves the changing of the north 

isles ferry timetable which, theoretically, 

shouldn't have any affect on the south isles ser-

vice so transport too and from KGS would be as 

currently stands. 

 

The consultation paper isn't too onerous, seek-

ing a broad view before any further work is car-

ried out. If you haven't received a consultation 

paper, and would like to contribute to the de-

bate, please contact the Education Department 

on 873535 or speak to one of your community 

councillors, a member of the North Walls par-

ent council or myself (851169). I'm sure the 

school can also access copies of the question-

naire if you want. The more parents and pupils 

who contribute the better the chance is of the 

Council making a decision that reflects the is-

lands feelings. 

 
Cllr Rob Crichton 

 

 

More information on how to contribute to the 

consultation can be found on the council web-

site at the link below: 

 

http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Council/C/papdale-

halls-of-residence-three-night-weekend.htm 

 

This page includes a link to an online version of 

the questionnaire and there are also full details 

of where to send your views/questionnaires. 

Further details about the consultation are also 

available on this website. 

 

The consultation closes on 1st July 2014. 



Longhope Lifeboat Station Open Day and 
Cream Teas at the shed, Sunday 6th July 
 

An opportunity to look round the Longhope 
Lifeboat, the "Helen Comrie". The Coast Guard 
Helicopter will also be attendance, with a joint 
operation taking place. This is, of course, sub-

ject to operational requirements of the Coast-
guard helicopter. 
 
Longhope Lifeboat Guild will be serving cream 
teas in the shed. Due to the popularity of the 
cream teas, this year we will have extra tables & 
seating on the ground floor. There will also be a 
raffle & a lucky numbers table. The lifeboat shop 
will also be open for souvenirs & second hand 
books. 
 
Longhope Lifeboat Shop 
 
The lifeboat shop will be opening every Thurs-
day and Saturday 2pm till 3:30pm during the 
summer. There is a wide range of RNLI souve-
nirs for sale. We also keep a selection of second 
hand books. If you require access outside of 
these times please call 01856 701521 

IoHDT Office is open to provide advice on the Community Fund Grants for future pro-
jects, training, Trust activities and current projects etc. 
 
The Office is located within the Naval Hall in Longhope, and will provide a ‘Drop in 
Service’ to discuss any of the above. Community engagement will be welcomed at all 
times with core opening times as follows: 

 
Longhope – Revenge Office : Tuesday & Thursday: 10-12.00am 

 
Lyness – Scapa Flow Visitor Centre: 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month - 10-12.00am 

 
Hoy – Hoy Centre: 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month - 10-12.00am 

 
Any change to the above due to staff holidays etc will, where possible, be notified in advance. 
The Office Telephone Number is: 01856 701356 

RNLI LONGHOPE L IFEBOAT GUILD 

ISLAND OF HOY DEVELOPMENT TRUST OFFICE 
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SWIMMING AND SUNDAY SPORTS CLUBS—LETTER 

“ I would like to show my appreciation for the chil-

dren’s Monday swimming and Sunday sports clubs. I 

am sure that these sentiments are echoed by other 

parents too. These activities are much appreciated. It 

is great to see the children having fun together, keep-

ing fit and healthy and the community facilities being 

used more fully. It is also fantastic to see initiative 

being taken to get these clubs running rather than 

complaining about what might be lacking for our chil-

dren. 

Swimming Club is on Mondays after school 

Sunday Sports Club is on at 2pm – 3pm and is fol-

lowed by a fun swim session.  

 

Well done and thank you, Gwen, Carl, Liz & Laura and 

all the others who are beavering away on the side-

lines to make these clubs a success. “ 

 

 

Sandra Kestrel 



NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—CONTINENTAL CAFE 
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Pupils at North Walls School have been investigat-

ing the history of the area around the school with 

IoHDT Wartime Heritage Officer Gavin Lindsay.  

 

They used a mixture of archaeological tech-

niques, photographic and documentary re-

search, coupled with oral history to discover and 

interpret some of the wartime remains that 

abound in that area. This has resulted in a won-

derfully informative and colourful exhibition which 

will remain on show at the Scapa Flow Visitor 

Centre & Museum during the summer season. 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL EXHIBITION 

Preparations for the annual celebration of interna-
tional cuisine at North Walls School began three 
weeks before the event.  Class 1 and Class 2 were 
busy putting a range of their skills together 
(maths, hygiene, literacy and safety) to produce a 
wonderful taste experience for customers and in-
vited guests. Around fifty people gathered at the 
school to enjoy not only the food but also a range 
of entertainment provided by the fiddle group and 

both classes. 
While enjoy-
ing a selec-
tion of for-
eign recipes, 
guests were 
treated to 
the fiddle 
tune “For 
The Young”, 
followed by 

Class 1’s rendition of “Old MacDonald’s Farm” in 
Spanish (Don MacDonald en su granja).  After 
that, Class 2 sang two of Sir Peter Maxwell Da-
vies’s “Songs of Hoy” which will be performed 
later this month in the new Orkney Theatre as 
part of the St Magnus International Festival.  This 
will be to celebrate Sir Peter’s 80th birthday. 
 
I bet you are wondering what the tasty dishes 
were that our guests enjoyed.  The savouries in-

cluded Quiche 
L o r r a i n e 
(French dish) 
and vegetable 
quiche (also 
French).  We 
made an Ital-
ian version of 
quiche too, 
using pasta 
instead of pastry.  These were served with healthy 
salad. 
 
For the people with a sweet tooth, we baked vari-
ous sweet treats.  From Switzerland, we made 
Strudel Muffins with blueberries and cinnamon.  
Our French dessert was lovely for people who like 
marzipan.  It was called Galette des Rois (which is 
translated as “King Pie”).  We also made two Ital-
ian biscuit recipes – almond ricciarelli biscuits, 
and biscotti with cranberries and pistachio nuts. 
Pupils were working well as a team, showing peo-
ple to their seats, serving food, dealing with cus-
tomers and clearing tables afterwards, as well as 
all the other little jobs related to running a suc-
cessful café. 
 
Thank you to all the people who came to support 
our event.  We hope to see you next year at an-
other hard-working café run by the pupils. 



RNLI Longhope involved in 

dramatic exercise with upturned school bus. All 

rescue services work together in a staged acci-

dent on local beach. 
It was a sight I hope I never ever have to witness in real life. 

Although I knew it was all simulated, on arriving at the scene 

I felt shocked and quite distressed. This exercise was initiated 

by our local GP who was worried how our island would cope 

if a major incident like this were to happen. 

  
The scenario was that a mini bus carrying children had lost 

control and failed to negotiated the sharp corner at the bottom 

of a hill. Subse-

quently the bus left 

the road and landed 

on its side on the 

beach at The Ouse. 

Some local children 

and adults had volun-

teered to be casual-

ties and with the aid 

of some very realistic 

make-up they were 

keen to participate. After being briefed about their injuries 

and symptoms they took up their positions inside the bus and 

at various places nearby. A passer-by then alerted the rescue 

services and the event dramatically unfolded. Obviously Shet-

land coastguard, the SAR helicopter, the police, the Hoy Head 

and Balfour Hospital all knew this exercise was being staged. 

They participated as much as possible without actually being 

present at the scene. 

 

First to arrive was the GP, closely followed by our island 

nurse. There were about ten casualties with various injuries 

including cardiac arrest and broken limbs. Some children had 

chosen their injuries and one young boy opted for a bad neck 

and broken spleen! To make matters worse this beach is 

popular with local dog walkers. A woman who had been 

walking her dog on the beach was missing. A very ominous 

boot lay crushed under the bus and her partner was extremely 

upset adding yet another problem. Very rapidly the other res-

cue services arrived including the fire brigade, coastguards, 

ambulances and RNLI 

Longhope lifeboat. The 

small inflatable or Y 

boat was launched from 

the lifeboat and three 

crew members came 

ashore with extra medi-

cal equipment. Having 

undergone the Casualty 

Care course and being 

up to date with the train-

ing they were ready to assist the doctor, nurse and am-

bulance crew with emergency treatment. The lifeboat, 

just off shore from the scene was at hand to fetch and 

deliver any backup services from the mainland. 

 

This exercise proved to 

be invaluable and very 

worthwhile and all 

agreed there should be 

more of these joint ex-

ercises. Naturally there 

were issues and con-

cerns that arose during 

the event. Some of 

these being unique 

when associated with 

small island communi-

ties. Problems that 

were highlighted can now be dealt with. One important 

result is that the rescue services will now attend each 

others exercises to familiarise themselves with the var-

ied medical and rescue equipment and action plans will 

be drawn up to deal with communications and com-

mand issues. Volunteer lifeboat Crew Member Ian Avis 

said: 'This was a very challenging exercise particularly 

having to deal with multiple causalities with such a 

variety of traumatic injuries. Being land based and 

working with all the other rescue services was an inter-

esting and very useful experience’. 

 

Although a very grim scenario I was so impressed at 

how our small community can provide all these volun-

teers and rescue services. They are well trained, dedi-

cated and respond immediately to any kind of incident. 

It was spectacular to witness these teams dealing with 

crucial problems, working together and ultimately in-

creasing their knowledge of saving lives. Finally the 

children involved need to be praised for the role they 

played. Each of them carried out their task with impres-

sive, sensible acting and patience. Their participation 

certainly made this exercise very realistic and RNLI 

Longhope really appreciate their help and would like to 

thank them and all the other folk involved. 
 

LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS  

BY MARY HARRIS ,  VOLUNTEER L IFEBOAT PRESS OFFICER  
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of LCTs.  These landing craft designed to carry tanks, had 
been operating out of Longhope since 1942 serving as anti-
torpedo boom net vessels for the Capital ships of the Fleet. 
With the largest seaborne invasion ever mounted underway 
on the Normandy coast, the LCTs were in high demand for 
carrying tanks and cargo across the English Channel so they 
too moved south where they took part both in Operation 
‘Neptune’ as well as the provisioning of the invasion force 
following the D-Day landings. 

Regular readers of my articles may recall that last June I 
shared the story of the RAF barrage balloon personnel sta-
tioned on Hoy. Well, June 1944 was a time of great change 
for the men and women of 950 squadron and indeed for a 
lot of Orkney. The whole of the balloon barrage, which 
would have dominated the Orkney skyline since the begin-
ning of the war, was deflated, packed up and moved away. 
 
June 1944 is a date closely associated with Operation 
‘Overlord’ and the allied invasion of occupied Europe but it 
is also the month where the terrible V1 flying bomb raids 
began on London and the south east of England. Every 
available barrage balloon and nearly 800 anti-aircraft guns 
were deployed around the south coast to try and counter 
the threat. In Orkney, the Royal Marine Stevedores, whose 
story was told in the April 2013 Blether, worked solidly for 
two days and nights at Lyness wharf hurriedly loading the 
entirety of the Orkney balloon barrage into two large Lib-
erty ships destined for London. 
 
Many balloon sites around Scapa Flow were in remote loca-
tions such as on the islands of Cava, Fara and Rysa Little 
and the initial gathering of the winches and other associated 
equipment was one of the last tasks carried out by a flotilla 

dren as an outdoor education orienteering exer-
cise but it’s also great fun for adults too! The trail 
is still very much in the development stages and is 
the first of its kind in Orkney so if you’d like to 
have a go then I’d love to hear back from you 
about how you get on (g.j.lindsay@abdn.ac.uk).  
 
All you need to get started is this grid co-
ordinate: ND (29397,94475). A clue to the loca-
tion of the first box is: ‘if you had to turn off the 
flow and inspect the pipe this is where you would go’. 
From the first box you can then use a map or GPS 
to find the rest. Please return the cache boxes to 
their original location when you’re finished as 
well as their contents. Happy hunting!  

With the arrival 
of the better 
weather and the 
longer days, I 
have been 
spending a lot 
more time out-
side conducting 
archaeological 
fieldwork. On a 
number of occa-

sions I have had a volunteer or two for company 
so thank you to those who have joined me over 
the past month and shown so much enthusiasm 
for tracking down the remains of WWII sites 
across Hoy & Walls. 
 
For those of you who enjoy walking and orien-
teering with a GPS or map then I have some ex-
citing news! This past month I have been devel-
oping a geocache wartime heritage trail around 
Wee Fea Hill. The trail consists of 7 cache boxes 
containing interpretive material about wartime 
sites as well as activity resources for outdoor edu-
cation groups. The trail has been developed pri-
marily to engage with secondary school age chil-

HERITAGE MATTERS :  

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Gavin Lindsay 

LCTs landing Canadian soldiers on JUNO beach, D-Day 

© IWM (B 5246) 



Pupils have taken a rainbow theme in the garden this year and 

have planted vegetables that are colourful.  They planted 5 

varieties of potatoes donated by Crofting Connections; Brit-

ish Queen, Arran Victory, Sapro Mira, Kerrs Pink and Pink Fir 

Apple.  Four colourful varieties of carrots are in the deep 

beds; Yellowstone, Cosmic Purple, Paris Market and Chan-

tenay.  It will be interesting to see which variety does best. 

Turnips, Kohirabi, Rainbow Char, Leek, and legumes; Mange 

Tout, Greenshaft,  Kelvedan Wonder Peas as well as Broad and Dwarf French Beans are 

also in the garden.  In the greenhouse there are tomatoes, peppers and strawberries.  

This is what some Class One pupils wrote about what they have planted. 

  “I like the colour. I wonder what they will taste like?” 
“We planted purple carrots, potatoes, beans and peas.  Hope they taste Yummy!” 
“I planted Rainbow Char and they need a lot of water from 
the rain.” 
“I am looking forward to cooking and eating them.” 
“I’m looking forward to trying them.” 
“We planted tatties.  I wonder what they will taste like ?” 
“I hope they grow big.” 

“We planted them in a line from one end 
to the other end of the deep beds” 
“I enjoy growing things. I feel the garden is good.” 
“They need a lot of water and sun. We can make tomato soup and to-
mato cakes with them.” 
“They need lot of soil, water and sun. We can make bolognaise sauce 
for meat balls. I will enjoy eating them.” 
“We were learning they needed soil water and sunshine to grow.” 
 
We will let you know how successful we were with our vegetables.  

Fourteen children took part in an Easter Bonnet 
Parade and Easter Egg hunt which was held at 
the Royal on a fine bright Easter Saturday. 
 
Initially, there was a hunt for eggs in the 
grounds of the Royal, followed by a Easter Bon-
net Parade. It was obvious the children had put 
a lot of effort into creating their bonnets, with 
lots of ingenious designs, so well done to all who 
took part you looked great! 
 
Thanks to Val for organising the event and Alan 
for the use of the Royal. 

NORTH WALLS COMMUNITY SCHOOL GARDEN 

EASTER BONNET PARADE 
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male, although a bit smaller, he was magnificent. 

Rich in colour he was crowned with enormous an-

tennae that looked like feathers of pure gold with 

which he was gently stroking his new found mate. 

Occasionally he would close the antennae and the 

feathers changed to what looked like smooth, solid 

gold chain. The mighty Emperor was caressing his 

lady and it's a sight I will never forget. 

 

Reluctantly we left them to do what Emperors do in 

the hills and I was high as a kite for days. To see one 

was extremely lucky but to see a pair, so close up 

too, was probably a once in a lifetime experience. 

 

Two years ago, very near where they were, we found 

a beautiful caterpillar,  green with pink spots and we 

placed it carefully out of harms way. I am so very 

pleased we did that. 

 

I wonder if folk who used to work with the peats in 

the past saw the Emperors too and stopped  for a 

while to gaze at their beauty.  

 

Mary Harris 

 

Although warm it was too early for pesky midges to 

spoil the magnificent view down the hillside, across 

The Ayre, flanked by sparkling turquoise seas, to 

South Walls and on to South Ronaldsay with islands 

merging into skies streaked with wisps of angels 

hair. Yes, it was looking good for spreading the peats 

with a fine friend alongside. 

 

Giving our aching backs a rest we stopped for lunch 

and stretched out in the heather. We searched in vain 

to spot the skylark singing its heart out somewhere 

high above us but it was lost in the blue for my old 

eyes. However they are not so old for them to sud-

denly focus on a smudge of colour trembling beside 

the peat bank. Its shape immediately alerted my 

brain sending ripples of excitement tingling through 

my veins. The skylark quickly forgotten, I had spied 

a moth and a large one at that. We edged stealthily 

closer and closer so as not to disturb it. It was one of 

the most beautiful creatures I have ever seen with 

bright bold colourful eye-spots on each wing, a soft 

fluffy head and yellow antennae. She didn't seem in 

the least bit bothered by our ooh-ing and ah-ing at 

her beauty or with my camera stuck in her face just 

inches away. 

 

After we had gazed in wonder for a while we left her 

in peace and returned to the peats. I think we were 

both so happy to have seen this beauty that we fin-

ished our chore in record time. My companion went 

to collect her bag, which she had dropped near the 

moth and my tracks homeward were suddenly halted 

by her calling me 'Mary, quick come back and see 

this!'  

 

Well I raced and stumbled back, fell to my knees 

beside our moth and couldn't believe my eyes. She 

was no longer alone. Snuggled up beside her was a 

THE EMPEROR IN THE H ILLS 
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GABLE END THEATRE 

SUMMER PROGRAMME 2014 
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JUNE 

Sat 21  MUSIC: BBC SCOTTISH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

BRASS QUINTET, 1.00pm 

St Magnus Festival lunchtime concert  

A special tribute on Hoy to mark Sir Peter Maxwell Davies's 80th birthday year, 

with the St Magnus International Festival on Tour. A lively programme of brass 

music rich in colour and variety, contrasting early with contemporary music. 

It runs from a work by the Norwegian composer, Torstein Aagaard-Nilsen, known 

for having written for many combinations of brass instruments, to Henry Purcell 

and a recent quintet by the group's own tuba player, and also includes two of Max-

well Davies's best-loved pieces. 

TICKETS ON THE DOOR: £6 FOR ADULTS AND £1 FOR ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S 
Sat 28 FILM: THE MONUMENTS MEN (Cert. 12A), 8pm 

  The squad that went to rescue Europe's art treasures from the  ravages and pillage 

  of war as Nazi Germany collapsed. 

JULY 

Fri 11 FILM: THE INVISIBLE WOMAN (Cert. 12A), 8pm 

 Ralph Fiennes stars in and directs this film about the secret and scandalous secret 

love of Charles Dickens.  

AUGUST 

Fri 8 FILM: THE GRAND BUDAPEST HOTEL (cert. 15), 8pm 

  Wes Anderson is a talented US director who makes ‘off the wall’ rather odd films 

  but of great skill, interest and visual beauty.  This extravaganza is a sort of Rurita

  nian Hitchcock set in the 1930s in a big central European hotel and revolving  

  around the mysterious murder of a rich old widow, the theft of a priceless painting, 

  a killer private eye, and the hotel bell boy and Head Waiter who are the victims of 

  a chase all over the landscape.   

Sun 17  MUSIC: ROBBIE FULKS AND THE MEKONS, 8pm 

 With support from The Driftwood Cowboys 

Brought to us by Duncan MacLean, who says this was one of the best bands The 

Driftwood Cowboys saw on their American tour. Robbie Fulks is a virtuoso 

(Appalachian style) and the Mekons started as a Leeds art student project at the 

height of the 'punk' 1970s, taking their name from the evil Venusians in the Dan 

Dare strip in the Eagle! They've been through many a metamorphosis since and 

have kept their edge, playing country rock and Chicago folk - terrific variety, words 

and contrapuntal playing. 

This will be a riotous night, so booking advisable! Look out for details 

nearer the time. 

Fri 29 FILM: THE BOOK THIEF (Cert. 12A) 

 A wartime story told from ‘the other side’: Set in a small German town in a German 

working class family where the war and Nazism are facts of life over which the or-

dinary people have no control.   A young foster child discovers the meaning of life 

through her obsession with books and reading (including ones rescued from Nazi 

bonfires).    

 

Also coming up later in the year…… 

Sat 4 October: ACCLAIMED DANISH FOLK BAND HIMMERLAND 

Sat 15 November: ‘OH WHAT A LOVELY WAR’ – performed by the St Magnus Players 

 

If you would to join the mailing list, please email gable.end.theatre@gmail.com. Details of all our 

events are posted on the IoHDT Events Calendar, and advertised on our Facebook page. 



Fire Service Notice 
 

FACT 

Wildfires are very dangerous, 

spreading  fast, changing 

direction, threatening wildlife, 

livestock, domestic animals, 

environment, property and 

people. 

 

Never burn heather or moor-
land out with the permitted 
season. 

 

If you see a fire in the country-
side, however small, 

CALL 999 IMMEDIATELY. 

 

If you require a free home 
safety fire visit call 0800 0731 
999 or Frank 701214 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Thought for the day 

A strong man stands up for himself 

A stronger man stands up for others 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North 
Walls Community School, except where noted meeting dates for 

2014 are:- 

Friday 22 August 6:45 pm - General meeting (in Graemsay) 

Friday 14 November 6:45 pm - General meeting  

Longhope Sailing Club 
Events 2014 

  
Saturday July 12th 
Longhope Regatta 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday August 23rd  
Fishing night & BBQ 

North Walls Centre 

AGM and meeting 

25th June 2014 

At 7.30 pm 

Pix Gallery, Lyness 

Opening times 

Saturday and Sunday 

11 am to 4 pm 



LONGHOPE LIFEBOAT GUILD 
EVENTS 2014 

 
SUNDAY 6TH JULY 

LIFEBOAT OPEN DAY AND CREAM TEAS 
AT THE SHED 

 
FRIDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 
 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR. 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

Island of Hoy Summer Activity Programme 

 

3rd July—safety day—first aid 

10th July—bush craft 

17th July—Navigation day 

24th July—Introduction to Archery 

31st July—Canoeing 

7th August—Coasteering 

 

Costs per day 

First child—£15 

Subsequent child £10 

 

Booking essential—7 days in advance 

For further details please contact Debbie, Ness 

House, Longhope  

Tel: 701632 

 

All activities start at 10 am and end at 4 pm at 

North Walls School 

 
 

Sponsored by Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Commu-

nity Council & Island of Hoy Development Trust in 

co-operation with Orkney Islands Council 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
No job too large or small, one off pro-
jects, or regular maintenance. 
 
30 years experience,  
fully insured. 
 
Call Gary on 701789 
Wateringhouse 

An evening of Reels and Jigs in 
the Hoy Kirk 

 
27th June 2014 at 6.45 pm 

 
Supper and raffles 

£3 &£1.50 entry on the door 
 

MV Graemsay leaves Stromness 
at 5.45 pm and returns from Hoy 

at 10 pm 
 

For more information contact 
Mabel 791359 

Hoy Produce Show 

26th July 2014 at 2 pm 

in the Hoy Centre 



 

April 2014 

Total rainfall 49.0mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

13.2mm on 9th. 

Highest max. temp. 18.9c on 28th. 

Lowest max. temp. 7.7c on 3rd. 

Ave. max. temp. 11.39c 

Lowest min. temp. 0.0c on 17th. 

Highest min. temp. 9.0c on 22nd. 

Ave. min. temp. 5.18c 

Ave. temp. for April 8.28c 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (August) must be submitted by 5th  August 2014 
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR APRIL AND MAY 2014 

Date: 16th July 2014 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Meeting 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Debs 

prior to the meeting 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

May 2014 

Total rainfall 68.6mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 16.8mm on 22nd. 

Highest max. temp. 15.9c on 19th and 28th. 

Lowest max. temp. 9.6c on 22nd. 

Ave. max. temp. 12.73c 

Lowest min. temp. -0.8c on 1st. 

Highest min. temp. 10.3c on 31st. 

Ave. min. temp. 6.91c 

Ave. temp. for May 9.82c 

 


