
One aim of the Development Trust’s 

Affordable Warmth and Service Sup-

port scheme was to obtain funds to 

enable fully certified energy assess-

ment surveys to be carried out on 

every property on Hoy. The Trust re-

cently heard the exciting news that 

they had been successful in an appli-

cation to the Climate Challenge Fund 

and have been awarded £110,225, to 

allow the survey of the domestic prop-

erties on Hoy and Walls to be under-

taken. 
 

The surveys will include Energy Per-

formance certificates, Green Deal Oc-

cupancy Assessments and Thermal 

Imaging Heat Loss measurements and 

a Recommendations Report will be 

supplied to every resident for their 

property. Surveys and reports of this 

type can be difficult and expensive to 
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Welcome to the elev-

enth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The October issue in-
cludes news from Long-
hope Lifeboat and from 
the museum, a school trip 
to the Martello Tower and 
a write-up of the St John’s 
Kirk Appeal.  

See the ‘Dates for Diaries’ 
and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank you to all of the 
contributors to the 
eleventh issue and for 
the use of their photo-
graphs. 

Contact details for further 
information or for contri-
butions can be found on 
the back page. 
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obtain and elsewhere in the country 

uptake of Green Deal assessments has 

been poor as a result of the complexity 

of the Green Deal scheme (The Times 

4-10-2013). 

 

Here on Hoy and Walls, it is hoped that, 

through a programme of information 

events, including workshops and open 

days, the availability of the surveys at 

no cost to the home owner, and the 

provision of guidance and assistance in 

obtaining the funding required, uptake 

of the installation of energy efficient 

measures and domestic property up-

grades will be considerably more exten-

sive. Further information regarding the 

scheme will be available shortly. 

 

The Climate Challenge Fund is a Scot-

tish Government programme which 

aims to help communities across Scot-

land by providing funding for innova-

tive projects designed to reduce those 

communities’ carbon emissions. 

 

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ 

sustainability-climate-change/climate-

challenge-fund 

 

Nora Thomson and 
John Budge perform-
ing at the Gable End 
on Friday 11th October 
in the variety concert 
in aid of St John’s 
Kirk. 
 
See inside for a report 
by Paul Kettle and 
more pictures taken by 
Barry Jones……………. 

ST JOHN ’S APPEAL CONCERT 



Longhope Lifeboat Museum at the Blue 
Door 
 
A staggering £3120 was raised at the Blue Door 
Charity Shop recently, the generosity of you all will 
help us conserve and protect our vintage Longhope 
Lifeboat, the Thomas McCunn and all the other ar-
tefacts in our museum. Thank you.  
  
Saturday 14 September: 80th Anniversary 
Party of  the Thomas McCunn 

It was a very wise decision to have the celebrations 
a day earlier than planned since the weather was 
atrocious on the Sunday (the day originally planned 

for the celebration). Although the breeze was 
a wee bit cool, the sun shone brightly on 
Brims, the sea sparkled and the lifeboat 
looked splendid launching once again down 
the slip into Aith Hope. The crew were 
donned in traditional lifeboat jerseys and red 
woollen hats, whilst some spectators had 
dressed in wonderful 1930's costumes. Need-
less to say I resembled a raving mad granny 
let out for the day.... no change there then! 
Many thanks to all those who worked hard to 
make it happen and to those who came along 
to support the event. We  raised a grand total 
of £779.83 for the Museum. It was a brilliant 
day and a fitting tribute to our very special old 
lifeboat.                 
    Mary Harris 

The winner was 

Neil Robertson, 

taking an im-

pressive 37 min-

utes to finish 

the three parts 

of the event, 

with Sheena 

Muir as first 

woman home.  

 

Lee Thomson gave thanks to everyone for their 

efforts, including Angus and Graeme for their 

rescue cover on the water, Alice, Julie and Con-

way for timekeeping, and the Longhope Life-

boat and Guild for providing facilities and food. 

 

Lee said “I am genuinely humbled that every-

one helped to make the event happen. Every-

one seemed to have a blast.” He’s promised  

“It’ll definitely be bigger and better next year!” 

 

You have been warned! 

The day of 31st August dawned wild, wet and 

windy and doubts were expressed about 

whether the inaugural Longhope Mini Triath-

lon, organized by Lee Thomson, would go-

ahead. However, stormy weather did not de-

ter our intrepid triathlon athletes and go-

ahead it did, with the miraculous appearance 

of the sun at just the right moment (although 

the wind remained as strong as ever). 

 

Undaunted by the 

weather, the 

c o m p e t i t o r s 

bravely swam, 

ran and cycled 

around South 

Walls before fi-

nally finishing at 

the  L i feboat 

Shed. Soup and 

sandwiches were pro-

vided by the ladies of the Lifeboat Guild, with 

all proceeds going to the RNLI. 

 

LONGHOPE L IFEBOAT MUSEUM NEWS 

LONGHOPE M INI TRIATHLON 
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trench revealed an outer bank which partly 
overlay an internal ditch around the central 
mound. The bank appeared to be a later addi-
tion and the ditch was recut, however no cen-
tral burial was found. Perhaps the mound was a 
cenotaph? Interestingly the entire monument 
was made up of clay, with an apparent decision 
not to use building stone which is found in 
most Orcadian burial mounds. Only a broad 
Pictish date can be assigned to the mound using 
topological comparisons with similar examples 
found in Mainland Scotland. (Thanks to Basil 
Groat for allowing the excavation to take place 
on his land). There will be an archaeological 
exhibition at the Hoy Kirk soon which will give 
a more detailed update. 
 
Dan Lee, ORCA 

Micro generation turbine hosting scheme 
 

Kingspan are looking to install 6kW microgen tur-
bines on suitable domestic properties in Orkney, 
connecting it directly to the customer’s domestic 
supply. Kingspan will then maintain the turbine for 
the duration at no cost to the property holder on 
the basis that the project funders will claim and re-
tain the Feed-in-Tariff. The property holder is sup-
plied with all the generated electricity they can use at 
no cost. This initiative is unrelated to the IoHDT, 
so if anyone is interested in investigating the suit-
ability/arrange a survey of their property, or simply 
want more details of the scheme, please contact 
Brian Clegg, tel: 01856 701816; mob: 07968 427172 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A team from the Orkney Research Centre for 
Archaeology (ORCA) was back out at Braebuster 
in September investigating one of the square 
barrows (burial mound) recently discovered at 
Groups. A small trench was excavated across 
part of one of the best surviving examples with a 
square central mound and outer segmented 
ditch (c.15m across in total), aiming to recover 
material suitable for radiocarbon dating. The 

HOY ARCHAEOLOGY UPDATE 

GREEN ENERGY 

ON THE BUSES 

Last month, a weekday bus run to the Hoy Centre began. Operating in addition 

to the daily route to Lyness, the bus runs twice a day on Wednesdays during 

school term time. Timetables can be seen on the buses and in JMF Groat, the 

waiting room at Lyness and on the ferry. For further details, please contact the 

drivers. 

With the approach of winter and the darker mornings and evenings, it would be helpful to 

the drivers if passengers waiting for the bus could make themselves as visible as possible. 

For instance, shining a torch or wearing an item of reflective clothing would help to make 

those waiting for the bus stand out. Be safe, Be seen and don’t miss the bus! 
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Electric Car – Free Home-Charging Unit 
 
Linked with the Electric Car initiative, those who 
may be considering an electric vehicle as a future 
option may be interested in applying for the instal-
lation (on their property) of a free home charging 
unit - there is no need to already own an electric 
car to qualify for this offer. 
 
Please register your interest and intent for a free 
survey at the following link: http://
www.polarnetwork.com/ and click on the ‘Free 
Homecharge Unit Offer’. 



ST JOHN ’S K IRK APPEAL VARIETY CONCERT 
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It's been a while since we had a good old-fashioned island 

variety concert, but hopefully it will not be so long before 

the next one. For this one, there wasn't an empty seat in the 

house and everyone was smiling from the word go. 

 

Lindsay Hall held everything together as an increasingly 

drunken compere (nice acting!) and the Hoykuleles kicked 

off the programme with four varied songs inviting audi-

ence participation. Stella Kirkpatrick followed with two 

lovely fiddle tunes and then accompanied herself on the 

guitar as she sang confidently and distinctively. Is it some-

thing about her surname that endows such an extraordinary 

amount of musical talent? Frank Gaertner followed this 

with a subtly impressive blues set, paradoxically relaxed 

yet intense. Doreen Swanson  then had us all clutching our 

sides at her inimitable rendering of Hazel Parkin's New 

Drawers and Catherine and Michael Moldau wound up the 

first half with a song set. Catherine's voice is better than 

ever and we will miss them next year. 

 

After an opportunity to patronize the bar and enjoy the 

panoply of sandwiches and homebakes on offer, and to try 

our luck in the raffle, the Stromabank Pub Choir gave us an 

african Amen, Amazing Grace, Yellow on the Broom with 

Tam White as soloist, and a song in praise of Malt Whisky. 

Graham Smith from Westfield then gave us a sensitive ren-

dering of Simon and Garfunkel's Cathy's Song and then 

Tony Pancaldi from the Noddle with his powerful and 

moving singing of songs we love, ending with You'll 

Never Walk Alone with nearly everybody joining in, ar-

ticulating the spirit of the evening.  Paul Kettle then ex-

plained a bit about the St John’s Kirk Appeal, added to 

Tony's thanks, told a joke or two and sang a slightly vulgar 

song, which set us up for the Grand Finale featuring the 

irrepressible Nora Thomson and John Budge. They said 

they hadn't rehearsed but still managed to be word- and 

note-perfect and made sure that everybody left the theatre 

buzzing. 

 

The Friends of St John’s, who run the Kirk on your behalf, 

would like to thank all the performers as well as the many 

people who provided the refreshments and donated raffle 

prizes,  Michael on sound, Jan on lights and the many oth-

ers who made the show possible. We raised over £600 for 

the St John’s Kirk Appeal and, perhaps more importantly, 

we all had a thumping good time. 

 

Paul Kettle 

 

Photos by Barry Jones 



The Scapa Flow Landscape 
Partnership Scheme ran 
from 2009 to 2012, carry-
ing out a wide range of 
work. There seemed such a 
lot of this that it is hard to 
record it all, but it included 
interpretation panels and 
leaflets, major footpath 

work from Rackwick to the Old Man of Hoy, oral history 
recording and a variety of activity in partnership with 
Hoy & Walls museums, from the Lifeboat Museum to 
Lyness, Rackwick and the Hoy Kirk. 
 
This three-year scheme was successfully completed last 
winter, with funders being generally happy, and with the 
lead organisation (Orkney Islands Council) not being left 
with any over-spend to deal with (always a relief at the 
end of funded projects). The last piece of project work 
has only seen life of day now – the Scapa Flow Land-
scapes book. This is published by The Orcadian and Ork-
ney Islands Council, and the staff of the scheme designed 
a book layout which covered the military history, culture 
and natural history of the area, and which also reflected 
some of the activity financially supported by the Scapa 
Flow scheme. Tom Muir was commissioned to write the 
narrative, with many others contributing to the words, 
whilst the true beauty of the book lies in the fabulous 
photography by a wide variety of photographers, who 
have captured the area to great effect. 
 
Hopefully the book will be of interest to local people. I 
see the way it has turned out as being a decent reflection 

of this incredible part of the world. I am sure that it 
will have a market in the visitors who come here and 
are wowed by what lies above, below and around 
Scapa Flow but I also hope it is valued by some of 
you as a record and celebration of where you live 
and work. There were so many contributions, both 
to the book, and to the Scapa Flow scheme, that to-
gether I trust they reflect a collective achievement. I 
am afraid it is beyond me to fairly document these 
contributions – you know who you all are, and there 
are many many of you – but the death of Tony 
Trickett, as the book was approaching its final proof, 
gave the opportunity for the book to be dedicated to 
him, as some recognition of him as a warm and 
strong supporter of the Scapa Flow scheme and as 
someone who had done so much for the local area 
over the years. 
 

The book is available from The Orcadian and other 
local booksellers, and it will soon go on sale at the 
museum at Lyness too. It costs £14.99, and thanks 
to grant support from the Heritage Lottery Fund for 
the publishing costs, all proceeds will go towards the 
running costs of the Council museums such as Ly-
ness. 
 

The Scapa Flow scheme became a big part of my life 
and I would like to take this opportunity to offer my 
appreciation for the interest, enthusiasm, passion 
and hard work of so many people that we worked 
with around the area. It was a privilege to be part of 
it. 
 

Julian Branscombe, Formerly SFLPS Manager 

tion, the site of around 80% of the proposed devel-

opment was moved to the west. 

The development at Brims would see the installa-

tion of up to 200 tidal energy devices which would 

be attached to the seabed. These would be in-

stalled in two phases. In addition to the turbines, 

there would also be cabling connecting the tidal 

array to an on-shore sub-station and an access 

road. If the project is given the green light and 

granted approval by the appropriate authorities, 

SSE say the first turbines are likely to be installed in 

2019. 

Early in September, two public events were held, 

one in Stromness and one at Lyness. SSE and Open 

Hydro personnel were available to explain and dis-

cuss the project. If you missed these events or 

would like more information, further details of the 

proposed scheme can be found at: 
www.sse.com/Brims 

BRIMS T IDAL ARRAY 

The future of the tidal energy project planned for Brims 

is still uncertain after Scottish and Southern Energy 

(SSE) announced a review of its proposed tidal energy 

schemes in Orkney. SSE is looking at projects at Brims, 

Brough Head, Westray South and Costa Head, and as-

sessing its options for the development of these pro-

jects. It has been confirmed by the Scottish Govern-

ment that SSE intends to continue funding three of the 

four renewables projects to the planning stage and 

there are hopes that the fourth will also be included. 

The proposed development at Brims, a joint venture 

between SSE and OpenHydro, would see the construc-

tion of a tidal array with the capacity to generate up to 

to 200MW. The development was originally planned 

for Cantick Head but the company said that, following 

feedback from site surveys and stakeholder consulta-

LANDSCAPES OF SCAPA FLOW—A NEW BOOK 
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Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope 
T: 07709 692811 or 01856 701924 E: maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS  
BY MARY HARRIS , VOLUNTEER L IFEBOAT PRESS OFFICER FOR LONGHOPE 
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Events were quite varied for RNLI Longhope 
in September, besides the continual training 
exercises for our volunteer crew. 
 
12 September 2013 
Crew members of the lifeboat and our local doctor 

today completed a 
C a s u a l t y  C a r e 
Course. They were  
very pleased to learn 
that they all had 
passed this advanced 
First Aid course. It 
was quite an inten-
sive course and they 
worked hard for two 

and a half hours every night, Monday to Friday, for 
two weeks. The course contained instructions on how 
to recognise and deal with many events such as am-
putation, fractures, heart attacks, strokes and drown-
ing. They also had to learn about gases and various 
drugs and how to administer them to the casualty. 
Finally they had to sit two written tests which in-
cluded practical scenarios aboard the lifeboat and 
also ashore. Members of the crew said: 'it was a fan-
tastic course, really informative and very well taught. 
It covered far more than we expected. Paul Castle the 
visiting RNLI Instructor did an incredibly good job.'  
 

25 September 
Today a book The Lifeboat: Courage on our 
Coasts by Nigel Millard was published. 

It contains almost 500 of Nigel’s iconic images of 
RNLI life. It took nearly ten years for Nigel to visit 
the stations all around our coasts and put together 
this fabulous collection. He came to Longhope in 
February and took some  magnificent photographs of 
our crew in action. I followed him about like a puppy 
with my little point and shoot camera in total awe. 
When he is not being a photographer he is a lifeboat 
crew member at Torbay. If your looking for that extra 
special Christmas gift then this book would be ideal. 
 

28 September 2013 
This day arrived grey, gentle and flat calm. It is a day I 
will never forget. Longhope Bay was so unusually still 
and silent with a misty atmosphere that softened the 
sharp colours and lines of the lifeboat and blurred the 
surrounding landscape into the sea and sky. As the 
lifeboat travelled slowly up the bay I was told the in-
credible story of the man whose ashes we were going 
to scatter in Scapa Flow. The man was Jock Dempster 
and his widow Maggie was telling me the story of his 
life. 

Jock was chair-
man of the Scot-
tish-Russian Arc-
tic Convoy Club 
and he fought for 
many years to get 
the Arctic Star 
Medal recognised 
by the govern-
ment. This medal 
is awarded to 

those who served, during the Second World War, on 
the Arctic Convoys  to Murmansk in Russia or to those 
who participated in operations north of the Arctic Cir-
cle. It also recognises and commemorates the severity 
of the conditions experienced in what Winston Chur-
chill described as “the worst journey in the world”.  
 

The Home Fleet helped protect the Arctic Convoys on 
their horrific journeys to Murmansk was based in 
Scapa Flow. Jock joined the merchant Navy when he 
was 16 and he made two convoy trips to Murmansk. 
And it was back into a silent and tranquil Scapa Flow 
that his widow gently scattered his ashes. Jock was the 
second veteran to receive this medal which David 
Cameron presented to him in March this year! Sadly 
Jock died just a few days before the Artic Convoy 
Week when we officially opened the memorial at Ly-
ness. It would have been the first time he would have 
worn his medal in public. 

 

30 September 2013 
The lifeboat launched to rescue a 
local scallop dive boat in difficul-
ties on the east side of Flotta. 
The dive boat had suffered steer-
ing failure and was taking in wa-
ter. The Hoy Head ferry also di-
verted and proceeded to the 
scene but was stood down as the 
lifeboat had approached the 
stricken vessel and secured a 

tow. The boat was safely towed to St Margaret's Hope. 

Photo courtesy of John Budge 



NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—A TRIP TO THE MARTELLO TOWER 
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The Martello Tower is a magi-
cal place - it makes you feel 
like you were alive when the 
people were there. It is a 
great trip for all ages, includ-
ing children.  
 
Inside the barracks there is a 
wide range of uniforms once 
worn by brave soldiers. The 
soldiers would march proudly 
in their shiny boots and col-
ourful uniforms. Just by look-

ing at these historical items, you will feel like you 
have been taken through a time machine all the way 
back to the eighteen hundreds. There is some spec-
tacular headwear which you may get to try on. 
 
The barracks also have plenty of weapons that were 
actually used in battles. They include muskets and 
rifles. The oldest of the guns was 200 years old. The 
guns also have their own ammunition and you will be 
fascinated by looking at the differences between the 
lead shot and the modern-day bullets. Some guns 
used knives on the end called bayonets. Inside the 
barracks are tables and chairs and beds. The beds 
are foldable and the tables and chairs are made of 
wood. 
 
There is a sort of treasure hunt for cards with different 
people on, and it is for your child to find these. There 

are different activities for different people. 
The Martello Tower itself is massive and it has very 
good echoes inside it for your voice. We got to climb 
right to the top and sit on the cannon. It is a real 
treasure from the war time. 
 
We think you would like to come and visit the re-
markable Martello Tower and barracks. You will be 
amazed by the interesting displays and inspiring 
views. If you are interested in guns you would like to 
go there.  
 
A visit is highly recommended and the man who ex-
plains everything is really interesting. You felt as 
though you knew what went on 200 years ago. It was 
very cool. 
 
Special thanks to Daniel, Matilda, Georgia and Os-
mond for contributing to this report. 

Thanks to an invitation 

from Historic Scotland 

the school visited the 

Martello Tower and 

Battery on Wednesday 

18th September 2013. 

With the help of Mike 

Webster, pupils explored and experienced life in 

the barracks as it would have been 200 years 

ago. 

 

Here are some of the things Class One learned. 

 “The oldest gun there is called Brown Bess.” 

 

“You have to go up stairs to the Martello Tower.” 

“The soldiers used their boots as pillows.” 

 

“The windows were long and small for firing their 

guns through.” 

 

“If you took the Kings shilling you had to join 

the army.” 

“The soldiers had studs in their boots.” 

“The soldiers used flint and metal to make 

sparks to light their fires.” 

 

All Class One thought the tower was great! 

Some enjoyed seeing the guns. 

 

Staff and pupils would like to give a big thanks 

to Mike Webster for making the visit so inter-

esting with memorabilia, stories and quizzes. 



tives of WWII. It is hoped that by doing this 
I’ll be able to demonstrate the larger-scale 
importance of Hoy’s wartime heritage. The 
overview is also a vital reference for the vari-
ous activities that will take place over the 
next year. As those of you who have been 
following my articles will have seen, histori-
cal sources are an incredible wealth of infor-
mation and I hope that the next few months 
of archive research will unlock more fasci-
nating stories about Hoy’s war that I can 
share with you.  

It is seldom appreciated that for the majority of the 
combat troops defending Scapa Flow a posting to 
Orkney could be very short. This month I would 
like to share the story of 7th Battalion, The Kings 
Own Scottish Borderers (KOSB) who moved to 
Orkney on 14th July 1943. On 16th October 1943, the 
Battalion HQ and three rifle companies (c.300 
men) took up positions around Lyness and Long-
hope as part of the anti-invasion defence scheme. 
One of the most heavily defended areas on Hoy was 
the underground oil fuel reservoir at Wee Fea. It is 
here, on the walls of the main entrance tunnel that 
graffiti left by men of the KOSB can be found. 
 

Taking a walk up Wee Fea, you may stumble across 
a series of small rectangular pits spread over the 
eastern slopes. These are the remains of fire 
trenches or foxholes dug by the KOSB as part of the 
defences. Exercises were undertaken to train the 
troops in case of an invasion and one such exercise, 
code named ‘Hawk’, took place on 6th November 
1943. Details of ‘Hawk’ have been recorded in the 
battalion war diary, where the use of blank ammu-
nition and smoke mortar bombs is described, as 
well as the correct dress for umpires and “the en-
emy” whose role was performed by soldiers from a 
different infantry unit. 
 

Exercise ‘Hawk’ was the last simulated action for 

the KOSB in Orkney as they left for Lincolnshire on 

1st of December. Here the battalion joined the 1st 

Airlanding Brigade and retrained as glider borne 

troops taking part in Operation Market Garden in 

September 1944. It is a particularly sobering fact 

that out of the 765 men who went into action only 

76 were evacuated. Many of the names listed as 

being involved in exercise ‘Hawk’, including the 

chief umpire Major Alexander V Cochran, were not 

among them. Orkney’s wartime story is often con-

sidered to be a quiet one where the personnel sat in 

relative safety for the duration of the war. The real-

ity is that for most combat troops it was one of 

many postings. I feel it is particularly fitting to 

share this story as we approach Remembrance Day 

and would encourage you, whilst observing the 2 

minutes silence, to spare a thought for the men of 

7th Battalion KOSB who became part of the Hoy 

community for two short months in 1943 and who 

lost their lives less than a year later around Arn-

hem in Holland. 

This month is a very ex-
citing month as it marks 
the beginning of my post 
as Wartime Heritage Offi-
cer for Hoy and South 

Walls. By the middle of November you’ll 
hopefully see me on Hoy but for this month I 
shall be carrying out archive research on the 
Scottish mainland. The first stage of the pro-
ject is to put together a historical overview of 
Hoy’s role in WWII and place the island ex-
perience within the broader global narra-

HERITAGE MATTERS :   

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Gavin Lindsay 

KOSB Fire Trench, Wee Fea 

7th Btn KOSB near Drop Zone Y, Arnhem 18/9/44 

© IWM (BM1144) 



‘LAUNCH’ OF M.V. OTTER BANK 

After three years of hard work, the restoration of Otter Bank is 
now complete. The boat was used by the National Commercial 
Bank/Royal Bank of Scotland who ran a bank boat service to 
the North Isles between 1962 and 1970. The boat was sold in 
1970, and rediscovered at a boatyard on the River Mersey in 
the early 1990s.  

 

The Heritage Lottery Fund and the National Fund for Acquisi-
tions, managed by the National Museums of Scotland, along 
with the Friends of Orkney Boat Museum and NorthLink Fer-

ries,  provided support to purchase Otter Bank for the Orkney Arts, Museums and Heritage collec-
tion and she has been on display at Scapa Flow Visitor Centre & Museum since 2009. 

 

In 2011, Orkney Arts, Museums and Heritage, Friends of the 
Orkney Boat Museum and Voluntary Action Orkney started a 
project to restore the outward appearance of the vessel, which 
had been laid up for a number of years. Ten volunteers – a 
core group of five, supplemented by other helpers – have 
spent over 1,000 hours on the project. 

 

 

Support has been received from George Bain’s, who supplied 
all the paint, varnish and painting equipment; JMF Groat, who 
loaned a scaffolding tower for season two; and Friends of the 
Orkney Boat Museum, who have funded interior lighting and a 
viewing platform for the boat. Other local support was received 
from Marshall Lock, who made the beautifully turned taff rail, 
and Paul Tiney, who installed the lighting. Visitors will now be 
able to look down into the wheelhouse, cabin and forward 
compartment, all of which are now laid out as they would have 
been when the bank was open for business. 

 

A ceremony to mark the completion of the three-year pro-
ject was held at the end of September – this was a great 
opportunity to thank the volunteers for their hundreds of 
hours of hard work. The Otter Bank restoration is an ex-
cellent example of what can be achieved by working in 
partnership with other organisations, local businesses and 
the voluntary sector and we look forward to embarking on 
other such ventures in the future. 

 

Jude Callister 

SPOTLIGHT ON THE OTTER BANK 
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He was a stalwart member of the Hoy Half-Marathon 

Committee from its earliest stage and founded the 

Hoy and Walls Gardening Club, laying the basis of its 

monthly talks from gardening enthusiasts and botani-

cal experts; its annual garden parties in August; its 

trips “south” that benefited from his genius with 

timetables and his trenchant comments on hotels 

serving hot food on cold plates or failing to let wine 

breathe. 

Above all he gave support to the Hoy and Walls En-

tertainments Group, and it was his wish to see them 

provided with a working venue with adequate facili-

ties that prompted his funding of the initial purchase 

of the Old School at North Walls and its conversion 

into the Gable End Theatre. He duly became the first 

Chair and mentor of the Gable End Theatre Company. 

His honed presentations of raffles will live on in peo-

ple's minds as high points in many evenings' enter-

tainments. Happily he lived to see the theatre attain, 

over a decade, a viable financial base, and the honour 

this July of a royal visit from Princess Anne, the Prin-

cess Royal. As an ardent patriot, who could never be 

separated from his television during “Trooping the 

Colour” or “Armistice Day”transmissions, it gave him 

a very special satisfaction. 

There is much else to be remembered about Wright: 

about his noted collection of cacti; about the period 

of his life with Polly, the three-legged yet dexterous 

whippet; about his belief in a drink or two for oiling 

social conviviality. But the main theme to everything 

he put his energies into was that they were con-

cerned with bringing people from varied backgrounds 

together, not driving them apart. 

As a result he leaves the Hoy and Walls community 

with not one but several enduring legacies; and in the 

case of the Gable End with something unique in the 

islands away from the metropolitan centres of 

Mainland: a fully equipped working theatre to aston-

ish visitors; a “wee miracle of community enterprise”, 

as the writer Ken MacLeod called it when he came to 

the island. In the end the world of theatre was 

Wright's greatest love and the tributes paid at his on-

stage funeral ceremony were often suitably enter-

taining and reflected the wide affection in which he 

was held. As a positively final appearance it could not 

have been more positive. 

 

Peter Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, 9 October, at 12 noon the curtain 

went up at the Gable End Theatre to pay tributes to 

Wright Atkinson in an upstaging funeral ceremony 

that attracted a full house.  

W. Wright Atkinson (the first “W.” stood for Wilfrid) 

had arrived to live on Hoy and Walls at the age of 60 

after he retired from a varied series of occupations. 

“Retirement” was not a word in his vocabulary, how-

ever, and his former careers informed every aspect of 

the tireless activities he undertook on behalf of the 

wider community on the island. He was proud of his 

Yorkshire roots, having grown up in the Skipton-

Bingley area before entering the Royal Navy as a 

“matelot” (the term he used) and seeing war service 

in Malta. After discharge he worked in catering, ho-

tels and showbusiness, becoming a manager with 

Moss Empires at a time when variety was still in its 

ascendant as popular entertainment. He held fond 

memories of the famous Liverpool Empire in Lime 

Street and had expert views on theatre lore and pan-

tomime. His prize recollection from marshalling audi-

ences for children's morning film shows was of over-

hearing a child in the street say, “Hey Mum, that's 

the man what shouts at us on Saturdays!” 

From working in theatre, Wright moved on to such 

jobs as organising timetables for British Rail and, in 

the 1960s, managing the operations of Whitbread's 

brewery in the Netherlands. He became highly in-

formed on aspects of travel though he would never 

himself contemplate going anywhere by plane. When 

Wright came to Longhope, he and his companion, 

Philip Minkin, moved into South Hutts at Hackness. 

Sadly Philip died suddenly in 1988, but Wright was 

already becoming immersed in the life of the island 

and putting the skills he had learned in his working 

days to good effect.  

 

W. WRIGHT ATKINSON 1924-2013 
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GABLE END THEATRE 

AUTUMN PROGRAMME 2013 
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OCTOBER 

25/ 26   GABLE END FILM SOCIETY 10th BIRTHDAY WEEKEND!  
 A double-bill for the weekend, with a licenced bar at both event 

 

Fri 25  FILM: NINOTCHKA (cert. U), 8pm 

  "Garbo laughs" went the 1939 publicity for what became one of the very best Holly

  wood come dies ever, with Greta Garbo playing a commissar sent from Moscow to 

  Paris to track down and recover smuggled Tsarist jewels.   The operation is hampered 

  by playboy Mervyn Douglas falling for her, and a trio of fellow Soviet agents being se

  duced by the bright lights of capitalism.   This sparkling timeless comedy classic comes 

  to us in a newly restored version.   

 
Sat 26 DUCK SOUP (cert. U), 8pm 
 Another chance to party, this time along with a showing of the Marx Brothers movie 

that found them at the height of their surrealist invention and anarchic brilliance (68 
minutes), itself having its 80th birthday this year!   This is the one where Rufus T. Fire-
fly (Groucho) is a Ruritanian dictator intent on going to war because he's already paid 
a month's rent in advance on the battlefield.   If you think that sounds innocuous, bear 
in mind that Mussolini banned the film in Italy. 
So look out your old Harpo wig (or anything approximating), order up 
your Groucho glasses, emulate Margaret Dumont, or just dress up again in 
the 1930s spirit. 

 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 9 FILM: MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING (cert. 12A). 8pm 
Lighthearted to a fault, Much Ado About Nothing's giddy energy and intimate charm 
make for an entertaining romantic comedy -- and a Shakespearean adaptation that's 
hard to resist. 

Fri 15 MUSICAL: AN EVENING WITH PATSY CLINE, 8pm 

 Expect to hear all of Patsy's hits and stories about her life and her legacy. Show stars 

Lorraine McBrearty as Patsy accompanied by Nick Deyanov on keyboard.  

Fri 22 FILM: MUD (cert. 12A) 
Mud is an adventure about two boys, Ellis and his friend Neckbone, who find a man 
named Mud hiding out on an island in the Mississippi. Mud describes fantastic scenar-
ios-he killed a man in Texas and vengeful bounty hunters are coming to get him. He 
says he is planning to meet and escape with the love of his life, Juniper, who is waiting 
for him in town. Skeptical but intrigued, Ellis and Neckbone agree to help him. It isn't 
long until Mud's visions come true and their small town is besieged by a beautiful girl 
with a line of bounty hunters in tow. 

 

DECEMBER 

Fri 6 FILM: BLANCANIEVES (cert. 12A) 

 Once upon a time there was a little girl who had never known her mother. She learned 

the art of her father, a famous bullfighter, but was hated by her evil stepmother. One 

day she ran away with a troupe of dwarves, and became a legend. Set in southern Spain 

in 1920s, Blancanieves is a tribute to silent films. 

 

Fri 13/Sat 14 IT’S PANTO TIME! – details in next issue 



More details from 

Sandra Atherton 

701213 

Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

If you hear something you are likely to forget it 

If you see something you may remember it 

But if you do something you will make it your own 

NOTICEBOARD 

PAGE 12 ISSUE 11 

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

Final meeting for 2013 is:- 

Friday 1 November 

6:45pm North Walls Community Centre  

St Columba’s Kirk, Longhope 

will be in the Blue Door charity shop in 

Kirkwall between 2nd and 7th Decem-

ber 2013. If anyone has any donations 

or would like to offer their services, then 

please contact Jean: 701406 or  

jrw2810@btinternet.com 



Hoy Dancers—Mondays 8 pm in the YM 

Tea, coffee biscuits 

Adults £2, Children £1 

For more information, contact Mabel 791359 

LONGHOPE LIFEBOAT GUILD 
 

 

 THE CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  

FRIDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 8PM AT THE YM. 

THE LADIES WILL BE COLLECTING ANY ITEMS YOU HAVE 
FOR DONATION THE WEEK BEFORE THE SALE.  IF 
THERE IS ANYTHING YOU WANT TO CLEAR OUT BEFORE 
THEN PLEASE RING TRISH ON 701498.  

DID YOU KNOW THE LIFEBOAT GUILD HAVE A SELEC-
TION OF SECOND HAND BOOKS AT LYNESS WAITING 
ROOM & ALSO IN THE LIFEBOAT SHOP (OPEN EACH 
THURSDAY 3PM TILL 5PM)  

Mini-Autumn Festival 

Friday 1st November - Sunday 
3rd November 

 

From November 1st to November 3rd, we'll be vis-
iting newly born selkies on Flotta, searching Hoy's 
hills for Mountain Hares and mini-busing our way 
around Mainland in hot pursuit of Autumn mi-
grants............. 

Check out the Orkney Nature Festival website for 
booking details and to download a programme or 
call 01856 850176. 

 http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/
ORKNEYNATUREFESTIVAL/  
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DATES FOR D IARIES 

Launch of new Hoy Book 
 
Friday November 29th which will see the launch 

of 'Hoy Parish: a photographic census 2011 - 

2013'.  
 

Come along on November 29th to meet Pearl Sin-

clair (whose idea it was to create a ’here and now’ 

photographic archive) and buy the book.  
 

There will be some other talks programmed for 

the evening and the usual warm welcome, refresh-

ments, home made soup and a raffle. 
 

Soup at 6:30pm Programme starts at 7pm 

NO WATER FOUND = NO DRILLING FEE CHARGED 

 

 

 

Licensed Grocer, Electrical Goods, Inter-Island Haulage 

Service,  Calor Gas, Petrol & Oils, Heating Oil & Solid 

Fuels  

 

Tel: 01856 701273 

Fax: 01856 701251 

Email: richard.groat@btconnect.com 

 

Hours of Business 

Monday to Saturday 

9 am until 12.30 pm 

2.00 pm until 6.00 pm 



August 

 

Total rainfall 75.7mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

11.9mm on 17th. 

Highest max. temp. 22.9 on 2nd. Hottest day of 

the year! 

Lowest max. temp. 13.7 on 18th. 

Ave. max. temp. 17.32  

Lowest min. temp. 5.4 on 31st. 

Highest min. temp. 14.5 on 2nd. 

Ave. min. temp. 10.83 

Ave. temp. for August 14.07 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next (December) issue must be submitted by 5th  December 2013 
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR AUGUST 2013/SEPTEMBER 2013   

September 

 

Total rainfall 110.7mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 19.5mm on 21st. 

Highest max. temp. 18.9 on 4th. 

Lowest max. temp. 11.9 on 16th. 

Ave. max. temp. 14.64 

Lowest min. temp. 2.9 on 25th. 

Highest min. temp. 13.7 on 3rd. 

Ave. min. temp. 9.14 

Ave. temp. for Sept. 11.89  

 

Thank you, Jeff! 

 

Date: 23 rd October 2013 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

AGM - Island of Hoy Development Trust 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME 

ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Carol 

prior to the meeting—701760 

Carol 701760 carol_lock@btinternet.com 

Don’t forget that the Electric car 

is available to Island residents 

for trial periods.  

 

If you are interested in giving the Electric car a 

whirl, then contact Pat Newell on 701896 for more 

information! 


