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Welcome to the twenty-

sixth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The April issue includes up-
dates from North Walls 
Scholl, IoHDT, Gable End 
and vacancies at the Hoy 
Kirk. 

See the ‘Dates for Diaries’ 
and Gable End programme 
for what’s on, but do check 
dates and times nearer the 
event as some things do 
change. 

Many thanks to all of the 
contributors to the 
twenty-fifth issue and 
for the use of their pho-
tographs. 

Contact details for further 
information or for contribu-
tions can be found on the 
back page. 

Do please get in touch if you 
have anything you’d like to 
share with the community! 
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Ms Stuart said “ I am absolutely 
delighted to been offered the post 
of headteacher at North Walls.  
 
I love teaching and fully embrace 
the responsibility I have towards 
making a difference to the lives of 
my pupils through the delivery of 
a quality education. The role of 
Head Teacher of North Walls 
Community School is of particu-
lar interest to me as I am highly 
motivated to take on a position of 
leadership in a school that shares 
my core teaching values of inclu-
sion, openness and continually 
striving to improve the pupils’ 
learning experience.  
 
I am very much looking forward 
to getting to know the pupils, 
staff, parents and the wider com-
munity of Hoy and promoting a 
meaningful connection between 
the school and its wider environ-
ment.” 
 
All at The Blether would like to wish 

Shirley well in her new job! 
 

North Walls Community School has 
a facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/North-
Walls-Community-School 

 
I’m sure they would love to hear 
from you all! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Shirley Stuart has been appoint-
ed as the new headteacher at 
North Walls Community School. 
Ms Stuart, who was in school 
this week, moves to our school 
from Glaitness Primary in Kirk-
wall. Ms Stuart also worked as a 
nursery nurse, as principal 
teacher at a small rural school in 
Moray – Glenlivet Primary – and 
as acting headteacher for three 
schools in the North Isles, Eday, 
North Ronaldsay and Papay. 
 
Wilfred Weir, executive director 
of education, leisure and housing 
for Orkney Islands Council, said 
“Shirley’s experience makes her 
well suited to the headship of 
North Walls Community School. 
“She has an excellent track rec-
ord and I am sure she will be 
warmly welcomed at the school 
and by the wider community in 
the island. I wish her well in her 
new role.” 

NEW HEADTEACHER FOR NORTH WALLS SCHOOL 



 

 

Bag the Bruck events are due to take place all across Ork-

ney from Saturday 16th April un�l Sunday 24th April. 

 

Locally there are two beach cleans organised so far: 

 

1.The RSPB have organised a clean at Rackwick Beach on 

Sunday 24 April. This will run from 10:30 �ll 3pm and 

there will be a beach BBQ as well.  

 

2.There will be a clean up at the Ayre star�ng at the Car 

Park on Saturday 16 April and Saturday 23 April at 2pm. 

 

Gloves and Bags will be provided, all are welcome. 

 

The clean ups will be weather dependent so listen out for 

Radio Orkney and check the Hoy and Walls Community 

Facebook page for last minute changes. If any groups 

who are looking to fundraise then the Graemsay, Hoy and 

Walls Community Council will make a dona�on to each 

group taking part.   You can decide on any loca�on for 

the clean up or join the one at the Ayre.  

 

For further details or to register please contact Trish on 

701498 or email ghwclerk@b�nternet.co.uk 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL— LE PETIT CAFÉ DU NORD 

BAG THE BRUCK 2016 
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All pupils in the school undertook an inter-

disciplinary project to organise, prepare 

and run a Continental Café on Wednesday 

2nd March.   In the week and a half before 

the event, pupils were busy making post-

ers, invitations, menu cards, preparing 

food for the café, painting pictures in the 

style of Van Gogh and practicing songs to 

entertain their customers. On the day be-

fore the Continental Café pupils decorated 

the school and set up the tables.  At last 

the day arrived and so did numerous mem-

bers of the public.  There was a great 

buzz about the place and lots of happy 

customers!  Thanks to everyone who came along and helped to make this a terrific day. Pupils 

gain greatly from experiences, such as this, where they are able learn in a real life context and 

apply the skills and knowledge they have learned in school.  
 

There is a display of pictures and work from this project outside the Swimming Pool entrance 

and Class One’s paintings in the style of Van Gough’s “Starry Night” can be seen on display in 

the Health Centre.  



Have a guess, what were the four most common 
surnames in North Walls and Brims in the 1861 cen-
sus? Answer: Robson/Robeson, Sutherland, Wilson 
and Ross. 

I had not expected Ross to be one of the most com-
mon names when I began studying the 1861 census 
population as a project for a postgraduate genealogy 
course several years ago. Those 34 Rosses included 
my ancestors who came to North Walls from Stroma 
in the mid-1830s. By 1955, when my parents moved 
to Kirkwall, there were no Rosses left in Walls as far 
as I know. How things change! 
 
Another unexpected result of my study was that 
those people from 1861 would get a grip on me. I’ve 
been looking at them off and on ever since, begin-
ning a ‘one place study’ of North Walls and Brims. 
(Nothing against South Walls but I needed a man-

ageable number for the initial study so chose areas 
where my own ancestors had lived.) The focus is 
family history rather than a wider study, I don’t have 
the knowledge for that, and sources which are not so 
accessible. At the moment the site is small: Kirk Ses-
sion minutes, communion rolls, summary information 
on the 1861 population, for example. I’m working on 
other topics too. 

My website: http://www.janealogy.co.uk/north-walls-
and-brims/  Anything  there is free to use, so long as 
you acknowledge the source. I work as a genealogist 
and can also do paid research. 
 
I’m very interested in place names, stories and mem-
ories, and scanned copies of older photos to flesh 
out the lives of North Walls and Brims. 

Jane Harris 

ANCESTORS AND ALL THAT ! 

IOHDT COMMUNITY FUND AND PROJECT EVALUATION PANEL 
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The IoHDT Community Fund and the Training and 

Learning Fund are now both open for applica�ons. 

 

Applica�ons to the Training and Learning Fund can 

be undertaken at any�me, with decisions usually 

made within a week. For more informa�on about 

either fund and on how to apply, please contact the 

Trust office, 01856 701356. 

 

The next deadline for applica�ons to the Communi-

ty Fund is 15th July 2016, with the Project Evalua-

�on Panel (PEP) provisionally mee�ng on 26th July. 

Applica�on forms can requested from the Trust 

office and any queries should be emailed to 

chair.iohdt@gmail.com. 

 

The Trust is also looking for more members of the 

community to join the PEP. The PEP meet approxi-

mately four �mes a year to evaluate applica�ons to 

the community fund and to make funding recom-

menda�ons to the Board.  

 

If you would be interested in geAng involved then 

please contact the Trust, as above. 

STROMABANK PUB CHOIR MUSIC WEEKENDS 

Photo of Stromabank Pub Choir and Lau-

rence Rugg taken at the end of two great 

weekends of singing, held at The Shore, 

Longhope. Laurence has been a musical 

inspira�on to us for several years and has 

composed some of our favourite songs. 

We love that the words, which are from 

work by Yvonne Gray and George Mackay 

Brown, are about the real Orkney that we 

can recognise. Working with the actual 

composer is very interes�ng and we have 

all enjoyed the learning process.  

 

The Stromabank Pub Choir 
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When Winston Churchill became First Lord 

of the Admiralty in October 1911, the on-
going naval race with Germany threat-

ened the supremacy on which Britain’s 
survival in war depended.  Churchill had 
the difficult task of persuading Parliament 

to approve building a new class of battle-
ships with untried 15-inch guns, a larger 

calibre than planned by any navy, also 
faster than all other battleships because 
they used oil as fuel rather than coal.  

With support from the recently retired 
First Sea Lord ‘Jacky’ Fisher, oil fuel’s de-

sign advantages of saving weight and 
much wearisome labour for the crew 
‘coaling ship’ were pushed through, 

against the strong vested interests of the 
British coal mining industry. 
 

The five new dreadnoughts were laid 
down in 1912 and 1913.  Only the name 

class HMS Queen Elizabeth retained the 
battleship name suggested by Churchill to 
King George V.  He changed the others to 

HMS Warspite, HMS Barham and HMS 
Valiant, while HMS Malaya was so named 

because that country funded her building. 
 

Only HMS Queen Elizabeth was in service 
when war broke out and she took part in 

the Gallipoli campaign during 1915.  
When U21 sank the old battleship HMS 

Triumph off Anzac on 21st May, the three 
Orcadians on board were not among the 
73 crew lost; John Kirkpatrick of Long-

hope, James Linklater of Kirkwall and 
Thomas Wylie of Burray returned to Brit-

ain to join HMS Barham in Admiral Sir 
John Jellicoe’s Grand Fleet. 

 
 

Admiral Beatty’s Battlecruiser Force moved 

to Rosyth in December 1914, for faster re-
action to German battlecruiser raids on the 

British east coast ports.  Beatty’s force was 
vulnerable to defeat if not quickly supported 
by Jellicoe’s battleships, so he asked for the 

fast battleships serving then as 5th Battle 
Squadron to strengthen it.  Jellicoe agreed 

to a temporary transfer of the four available 
(HMS Queen Elizabeth was in dry-dock) in 
May 1916, while the 3rd Battlecruiser 

Squadron was at Scapa Flow for gunnery 
practice. 
 

Naval Intelligence advised on 30th May that 
the Germans intended a sortie next day, 

so the Grand Fleet sailed from its bases in 
Scapa Flow, Cromarty and Rosyth that 
night.  A misunderstanding of German call 

signs used at sea meant Jellicoe and Beatty 
were wrongly informed around noon next 

day that the main High Seas Fleet under 
Admiral Scheer was still in port.  Beatty, 
with 6 battlecruisers and 4 battleships, met 

Admiral Hipper with 5 battlecruisers about 
80 miles west of the Jutland peninsula at 

3pm.  Beatty’s force gave pursuit when the 
Germans turned about, to draw him south 
toward their main fleet only about 60 miles 

away. 
 

Beatty’s 4 battleships, commanded by Ad-

miral Evan-Thomas in HMS Barham, were 
initially too far back, about 10 miles behind 
his battlecruisers, to provide effective early 

fire.  Both sides’ battlecruisers took many 
hits, but poor shell handling procedures on-

board resulted in HMS Indefatigable and 
HMS Queen Mary blowing up, with nearly 
2,300 sailors killed.  Supporting fire from 

his battleships allowed Beatty to press on, 
until about 4.45pm he was surprised to 

meet Scheer’s Battlefleet coming towards 
them.  It became Beatty’s turn to draw the 
German ships towards Jellicoe, whose Bat-

tlefleet was heading south at full speed. 
 

The turn-around of Beatty’s battleships was 

delayed by not receiving the signal orders.  
They ran on long enough to meet heavy fire 

(Continued on page 5) 

HERITAGE MATTERS—5TH BATTLE SQUADRON AT JUTLAND 



from the oncoming German battleships.  
The front ship HMS Barham was hit while 

turning by shells from Kronprinz and Kai-
serin.  During the run to the north the rear 

ship HMS Malaya was hit repeatedly, 2 of 
the 6 shells killing many sailors at her star-
board 6” guns.  5th Battle Squadron’s fire 

on the arriving German battleships helped 
Beatty’s battlecruisers to pull away, while 

its important hits included destroying 
both the radio stations on Hipper’s flag-
ship, Lützow.  

 
HMS Warspite came close to disaster just 

before reaching Jellicoe’s Battlefleet, as a 
shell hit from Kaiser locked her steering.  
She completed two circles and took 13 

more hits, before regaining control.  HMS 
Warspite was ordered to break away and 

head for Rosyth, so was not with the 
Grand Fleet next morning, when it found 
that during the night the Germans had 

forced their way through the rear British 
ships and “run for home”. 
 

HMS Warspite limped into Rosyth after 
Jutland badly damaged, with 14 dead on 

board, but the other 5th Battle Squadron 
ships returned with the Grand Fleet to 
Scapa Flow.  Lyness Royal Naval Ceme-

tery had 29 graves before adding those 
from the Battle of Jutland.  Orkney Terri-

torial Gunners dug the graves for 30 sail-
ors from HMS Malaya and 6 graves for 

(Continued from page 4) 

HMS Barham sailors.  Another 53 sailors 
from the two battleships also died.  While 

most were buried at sea, a few bodies 
were sent home after men died of 

wounds.  HMS Valiant had no fatalities at 
Jutland, with only one sailor wounded. 
 

The Queen Elizabeth Class battleships 

were modernised between the wars and 
went on to play a vital role for the Royal 

Navy during World War 2.  Only HMS Bar-
ham was sunk, in the Mediterranean by 

U331 in November 1941.  There were no 
Orcadians among the 863 sailors killed 
when she exploded.    

 
 

Brian Budge 

 

Photos: Courtesy of Brian Budge and Orkney Library and 
Archive 

JUTLAND COMMEMORATIONS—FROM THE PRESS AND JOURNAL 
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The Duke of Edinburgh will visit Orkney next month to mark the 100th anniversary of the biggest naval battle in World 
War I. The duke will attend a service at St. Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall, on May 31 and a poignant event at Lyness Royal 
Naval Cemetery, Hoy, to commemorate the centenary of the Battle of Jutland. The cemetery is the final resting place of 38 
victims of the battle. The Battle of Jutland took place in 1916 and eventually ended up being decisive to the final victory by 
Britain and her allies two years later. On May 31, 1916 the main fleets of the British and German navies clashed on the 
eastern side of the North Sea. The huge battle is the largest the Royal Navy has ever fought in and involved more than 
110,000 sailors in 150 British and 100 German vessels. More than 6,000 Navy sailors and 2,500 Germans were killed, with 
many others burned and wounded and 25 warships were sunk or irreparably damaged. But despite its losses the Navy re-
tained command of the sea. 
 
Thousands of ceramic poppies that featured in an iconic national wartime tribute are also to go on display in Orkney this 
month as part of the remembrance. Poppies: Weeping Window –  will be at St Magnus Cathedral from April 22 until June 
12 – is from the installation Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red, that went on show at the Tower of London in 2014. 

www.pressandjournal.co.uk (8th April 2016) 



COUNCIL COMMENT—MUSEUM UPDATE 
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Home Carers – Hoy  

 

2 x 24.5 hours per week - Female Only*  

1 x 24.5 hours per week  

 

Temporary contract to 31 March 2017  

£20,679 - £21,824 pro rata (including ShiE Allowance and 

Distant Islands Allowance)  

 

(*It is essen�al that this post is occupied by a female and 

Part 1 of Schedule 9 of the Equality Act 2010 will apply.)  

 

Homecare work is both challenging and varied, and under 

guidance and support from the Social Care Coordinators, 

you will enable individuals to achieve as much independ-

ence as possible.  

 

You should hold an SVQ 2 in Health and Social Care 

(Adults) or equivalent or be willing to work towards 

this. You will be expected to travel efficiently and effec-

�vely between various work loca�ons within Orkney to 

meet the opera�onal requirements of the Service. The 

post is subject to Protec�ng Vulnerable Groups (PVG) 

Scheme in respect of regulated work with adults. The suc-

cessful applicant will be required to undertake a compul-

sory two-week induc�on training programme. 

 

Closing date Sunday 17th April 2016 

 

- See more at: hHps://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/

councils/orkney-islands-council/jobs/home-carer-

45321#sthash.chKm0DAx.dpuf 

ORKNEY ISLAND COUNCIL—VACANCIES 

Educa�on, Leisure and Housing  

Hoy Outdoor Centre and Rackwick Hostel  

 

Relief Wardens  

 

Hours are offered on an as and when required basis  

£7.97 per hour (including Distant Islands Allowance)  

A shi1 allowance will be paid for unsocial hours worked 

where appropriate.  

 

Relief Wardens are required for the Hoy Outdoor Centre 

and Rackwick Hostel. 

Applicants should have excellent customer service skills to 

ensure the smooth running of day to day opera�ons.  

 

Du�es will include the administra�on of bookings, cash 

handling and ensuring that a high standard of cleanliness is 

maintained throughout the season whilst ensuring that all 

health and safety requirements are adhered to.  

 

Prospec�ve applicants are welcome to have an informal 

discussion about the post by contac�ng Elaine Harcus, Sen-

ior Duty Officer on 01856 873535 ext. 2439 or 

email elaine.harcus@orkney.gov.uk   

Closing Date: Sunday 24 April 2016 

 

- See more at: hHps://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/

councils/orkney-islands-council/jobs/relief-warden-hoy-

outdoor-centre-rackwick-hostel-

45375#sthash.39vh9pi8.dpuf 

We are at an exci�ng mo-

ment in the major project 

to restore and develop the 

Scapa Flow Visitor Centre 

and Museum.  With permission to start the develop-

ment phase from the Heritage LoHery Fund, lead 

consultants have been appointed and they have car-

ried out their first site visit and mee�ngs with Council 

staff involved in the project.  LDN Architects, based in 

Forres, are as excited about the project as we are, 

and leE the site with a beHer understanding of what 

is required and good ideas which they will now start 

to develop. Other consultants will come on board in 

the next few weeks and we will then together work 

up all the documents needed to put in our stage 2 

applica�on to the Heritage LoHery Fund, hopefully by 

Christmas. 

We are very keen to engage and consult with the 

local community in the development of ideas and 

plans.  LDN Architects will lead on some of this, and 

we will also be developing a hands on project to 

work with the community on designs and storylines 

for the new displays we are planning. 

 

 It’s going to be a very busy few months, and we 

hope as many people as possible from Hoy will be 

able to par�cipate in workshops and other ac�vi-

�es, making sure that the project is as posi�ve as 

possible, and that everyone feels a sense of owner-

ship of the museum once the works are completed. 

 

Clare Gee  

April 2016 
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IOHDT UPDATE 

As of the end of March 2016, the two-year funding from HIE to support the cost 

of employing a project manager for the IoHDT ended.  

The Board would like to thank Steve Rhodes for his work over the past two years 

and wish him well for the future. 

If you wish to contact the Trust on any issue or have any ques�ons or queries please email 

chair.iohdt@gmail.com or phone the office 01856 701356. 

EASTER BONNET PARADE AND EGG HUNT 

A fine time was had by all at the Easter Egg Hunt 

and Easter Bonnet parade at the Royal on 26th 

March. The children had made some amazing hats 

and hopefully found lots of eggs during the egg 

hunt. Many thanks toVal and Jo for organising it all 

and to Alan at the Royal for providing the venue! 

Neve won 1st place, Nuala second and Corban third. 

Congratulations to them!  

 

 

GROW W ILD 

Planting Day at the YM!!!  
 
Various local groups are getting to-
gether on 22nd April- World Earth 
Day- and planting a wildflower gar-
den down at the YM courtesy of 
Grow Wild. 
 
If anyone has spare/extra plant-
lings they wish to donate or to help 
transform the area beyond the new 
decking at The Shore Cafe, come 
along from 3pm on Friday 22nd 
April. 
 
For more information please email 
kerryanne.spiers.iohdt@gmail.com 



 

 

Caretaker:  Duties will include: 

Checking the Kirk to ensure it is presentable to locals and visitors alike 
Checking the fabric and maintenance of the building 

Preparing the church for Events 

Maintaining the ‘good order’ of all archive items that are being exhibited 

Cleaning all areas of the Kirk to include: Kitchen / toilets / entrance / vestry / upstairs research room / 

stairway and the main part of the Kirk 

Ordering any cleaning materials or items required for Kirk maintenance and the kitchen 

The above duties will be performed on an average of three days per week. The frequency will be dictated 

by the amount of visitors and the frequency of events. 

The hours will be, on average, 4 hrs per week between May 1
st
 and 31

st
 October 2016 

This position will be paid at £8.50 per hour. 

The successful applicant will be responsible for fulfilling their own tax arrangements 

 

Archivist: Duties will include: 

Overseeing the continuation of previous archive built up within the Hoy Kirk 
All donations to the Hoy heritage Archive will be entered into the established tagging system 

All materials will be photographed / digitised 

All materials will be entered into the Hoy Heritage Archive Catalogue 

All digitised material will be transferred to the ‘Calm’ software for online access at the County Archive in 

Kirkwall and eventually via the internet 

Liaising with the County Archive, in Kirkwall, as required 

Liaising with the Friends of Hoy Kirk Heritage Officer 

Collating digital images for audio visual displays within the Hoy Kirk as required. 

The hours will be, on average, 6 hours per week between May 1
st
 and 31

st
 October 2016 

This position will be paid at £9.30 per hour 

The successful applicant will be responsible for fulfilling their own tax arrangements 

 

Heritage Officer: Duties will include: 

The development and management of a programme of events 
Devising and facilitating exhibitions 

Preparing materials and mounting heritage exhibitions. 

Promoting exhibitions and events at the Hoy Kirk with local media. 

Enabling members of the public, visitors to engage with facilities within the Hoy Kirk 

Liaising with the FoHK Archivist in the recording and scanning of all material donated to the Hoy Kirk 

Liaising with committee members of the Friends of the Hoy Kirk 

The hours will be, on average, 8 hours per week between May 1
st
 and 31

st
 October 2016 

The position will be paid at £15.00 per hour 

The successful applicant will be responsible for fulfilling their own tax arrangements 

 

Applications for all positions must be submitted in writing only.  The final date for 

submission of applications is 21
st
 April 2016.  Applications should be submitted to:  

Olivia Thomson, Secretary, Friends of the Hoy Kirk, 7 French Road, Lyness, Hoy. 

KW16 3NW 

POSITIONS AT THE HOY K IRK 2016 
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GABLE END THEATRE 
PROGRAMME 2016— SPRING/SUMMER 
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All performances start at 8pm, unless otherwise stated 
APRIL 
Fri 29  MUSIC: STAMP AND GO 

 ‘STAMP AND GO’ - singers of Sea Songs and all things Cornish - are from Perran-

porth, Cornwall. They have been together for 8 years, starting in the Watering Hole 

on Perranporth Beach, then to the Bolingey Inn, which they still regard as their 

home pub. Over the years they have performed at a wide range of locations, in-

cluding in the YM as part of the Orkney Folk Festival. In January 2015 they launched 

an E.P. "Shipwreck", in aid of the Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners Society, 

which is their chosen charity. 

Come along for a great night of shanty singing, stories and banter. 

 TICKETS £10/£1 ACCOMPANIED UNDER 16s & STUDENTS 

MAY 

Fri 6  FILM: BRIDGE OF SPIES (Cert. 12A)  

  Bridge of Spies is a gloriously glossy, impeccably produced espionage drama that 

  spins a complex story of political intrigue and patriotism into timeless Hollywood 

  entertainment, and reunites iconic director Steven Spielberg with contemporary 

  cinema's favourite everyman Tom Hanks. Most enticingly, though, it represents the 

  big-screen breakthrough of acclaimed stage actor, and star of TV's Wolf Hall, Mark 

  Rylance, and his deeply affecting performance is the film's chief asset.  

Sat 14  MUSIC: CLYPE 

 Formed in 2014 by pianist and singer/songwriter Simon Gall (Salsa Celtica) and fea-

turing fiddler Jonny Hardie (Old Blind Dogs), Clype is a stripped-back experiment in 

fusing sounds and styles from around the globe. The music borrows from Scottish 

folk traditions as well as from the rhythms of Latin America and harmonic ideas of 

jazz. Both Salsa Celtica and Old Blind Dogs have already performed on Hoy to great 

acclaim, so we know we’re in for a good night of top class music. 

Sat 21 FILM: HAIL CAESAR! (Cert. 12A) 

  The latest from the wonderful director-writing team of the Cohen Brothers is set in 

  50s Hollywood in a studio (very obviously based on MGM), sent into disarray when 

  its lead actor is kidnapped in the middle of the making of the studios’ latest epic. 

  Josh Brolin excels as the studio head, George Clooney is the ‘past his prime’ mega 

  star, Tilda Swinton is a vicious Hedda Hopper Journalist, Cohen favourite Frances 

  McDormand steals the picture as a knowing film editor and Scarlett Johanssen plays 

  a wonderfully lower class Esther Williams look alike.  

Mon 30 FILM: Something to look forward to will be the first showing on Hoy of the, by all 

accounts, of the magnificent documentary film The Battles of the Coronel and 

Falklands Islands (cert. E) at 8 p.m., as part of our contribution to the official bat-

tle of Jutland commemorations. (A companion film on Jutland was also made in the 

1920s, but has alas been lost.) Peter Ford will introduce. 

JUNE 

Sat 4  FILM: IN THE HEART OF THE SEA (Cert. 12A) 

  Latest blockbuster from Ron Howard. In the winter of 1820, the New England whal

  ing ship Essex was assaulted by something no one could believe: a whale of mam

  moth size and an almost human sense of vengeance. This real-life maritime disas



  ter would inspire Herman Melville's Moby Dick. But that told only half the story. "In 

  the Heart of the Sea" is about the harrowing aftermath, as the ship's surviving crew 

  is pushed to their limits, braving storms, starvation, panic and despair, as their  

  captain searches for direction on the open sea and his first mate still seeks to  

  bring the great whale down.  

Sat 25  FILM: THE REVENANT (Cert. 15) 

  Set in the wilderness of North America in the 1820s, this is a tough, masculine  

  movie (there is only one female part – incidental and in flashback). It has wonder

  ful set pieces, notably the now famous attack by a bear (inspiring the “how did 

  they do THAT” sort of comment). Spectacular scenery, very cold weather, excel

  lent acting by both Di Caprio and Tom Hardy and assured direction by the current 

  hot property Alejandro Inarritu. It’s long and demanding.  

JULY   

Fri 8  FILM: PEGGY GUGGENHEIM—ART ADDICT (Cert. 15) 

  From the (slightly) ridiculous to the sublime! The life of art icon Peggy Guggen 

  heim, based on her sole authorized biography. Peggy was an heiress to the Gug 

  genheim family who would become a central figure in the modern art movement. 

  As she moved through the cultural upheaval of the 20th century, she collected not 

  only art, but artists. Her colourful personal history included trysts, affairs and  

  marriages with such figures as Samuel Beckett, Max Ernst, Jackson Pollock, Marcel 

  Duchamp as well as countless others. 

Sat 23  FILM: DESPITE THE FALLING SNOW (Cert. 12A) 

  In 1950s Moscow, communist Katya secretly spies for the Americans in the Cold  

  War arms race. When she lands her biggest assignment, stealing secrets from rising 

  government star Alexander, the last thing she expects is to fall in love with him. 

  Reconciling her passion for him with her beliefs about communism means making 

  the greatest sacrifice - of her life - a sacrifice that Alexander only uncovers thirty 

  years later. Superbly shot and acted by an impressive cast including Charles Dance 

  as the older version of Alexander, now living in the USA and recalling the story 40 

  years on.  

AUGUST 

Fri 5  FILM: A BIGGER SPLASH (Cert. 15) 

  Set on a small Italian island, it revolves around Marianne Lane (Tilda Swinton), a 

  Bowie-like rock star who is enjoying a relaxing holiday with her younger partner, 

  Paul (Matthias Schoenaerts). The two of them are staying in a remote villa, where 

  they are soaking up the sun while she recovers from a throat operation. However, 

  the peace is suddenly shattered by the arrival of Harry (Ralph Fiennes), a talka 

  tive, hedonistic record producer (and an old flame of Marianne's), and his sultry 

  daughter, Penelope (Dakota Johnson).  

Sat 20  FILM: DAD’S ARMY (Cert. PG) 

  The classic TV show given a big screen treatment by Oliver Parker. 

 

 

The diary will continue to fill up, so do keep a look-out for emails and posters, or check out 

http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/IOHDT/calendar.asp . If you would like to receive 

alerts, please email gable.end.theatre@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list. 

GABLE END CONTINUED 
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Sharon’s Thought for the day 

Change only yourself  if  you truly 
seek lasting happiness and peace. 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 
Telephone: 01856 701209; Web: www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health Centre will be open Monday to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appointment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that you 

give 5 working days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 and ask the operator to bleep the Hoy GP. 

Day Dr am Dr pm Nurse Notes 

Monday 0900-1100 1730-1930 0930-1100 approx Nurse evening surgery by re-
quest 

Tuesday 1000-1200* 1300-1500 0930-1100 approx *joint doctor/nurse clinic 

Wednesday 0900-1200** 1400-1600 0930-1100 approx **blood tests 

Thursday 0900-1100   0930-1100 approx   

Friday 1000-1200† 1730-1900 0930-1100 approx  †Longhope 1st, 3rd & 5th Fri-
day; Hoy 2nd and 4th Friday  

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community School, except 
where noted meeting dates for 2016 are:- 

 
General Meeting Friday 13 May North Walls School 
Finance Meeting Friday 17 June North Walls School 

General Meeting Friday 26 August Graemsay Community Hall 
General Meeting Friday 11 November North Walls School  

Craft Club— Fridays 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

at The Shore, Longhope  

All welcome  - ; Children 50p 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, gossip! 

Computer Club at the Shore 

Mondays 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 

All welcome 

Computers and tablets available to 
use during the club. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits 

Adults £1 
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Scapa Flow Visitor Centre and Museum 

2016 Opening Hours 

1 March – 30 April & 1-31 October:  

Mon – Sat 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

1 May – 30 September:  

Mon – Sun 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

November 2016 – February 2017 

CLOSED 

Longhope Lifeboat Guild 

 

Wednesday 20 April:  

Lifeboat Guild AGM at North Walls Cen-

tre 

 
Sunday 1 May: 

Yellow welly day at the Lifeboat shed 

 

Sunday 12 June: 

Hoy half marathon, souvenirs and book 
stall 

 

Sunday 26 June: 

Open Day/Cream Teas at Lifeboat Shed 

 

Friday 4 November:  
Longhope Bazaar, YM 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH @ 
THE BLUE DOOR  

sc023194, Parish of Hoy and Walls 

7 -12th March 2016 

A grateful thankyou to everyone 
who helped by donating items for 
sale, and in every other way. 

The amazing amount of 

£2,864.00 was raised. 

Sunday 17 April, there will be a table top 
sale at the YM. There are 14 tables booked 
already but there is space for more! To book 
a table ring Jo on 701764 . 2 pm start. 

 
***************************** 

 
YM AGM on Tuesday 3 May, 8pm at the 
YM.  All welcome. 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
Call Richard on 701346 
Burnhouse 
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Lunches at Kirkside 

are served the first Thursday of 
each month for your enjoyment:   

the next  
one is on Thurs 5th May. 

Soup, sandwiches, homebakes. 
£2.50 

The Congregation of The Congregation of The Congregation of The Congregation of     
St Columba'sSt Columba'sSt Columba'sSt Columba's    

Hoy and Walls warmly wel-Hoy and Walls warmly wel-Hoy and Walls warmly wel-Hoy and Walls warmly wel-
come youcome youcome youcome you    

we meet in Longhope each we meet in Longhope each we meet in Longhope each we meet in Longhope each 
Sunday at 11.15 am and Sunday at 11.15 am and Sunday at 11.15 am and Sunday at 11.15 am and 
invite you to join us…..invite you to join us…..invite you to join us…..invite you to join us…..    
Children are welcome to Children are welcome to Children are welcome to Children are welcome to 
come and have fun at come and have fun at come and have fun at come and have fun at     
Sunday's Cool Sunday's Cool Sunday's Cool Sunday's Cool ----    

meeting at the kirkmeeting at the kirkmeeting at the kirkmeeting at the kirk    

COMMUNIONCOMMUNIONCOMMUNIONCOMMUNION    
On the On the On the On the     

24242424thththth    April at 11.15April at 11.15April at 11.15April at 11.15    
Morning service  Morning service  Morning service  Morning service      

and and and and     
Communion Communion Communion Communion     
will be led bywill be led bywill be led bywill be led by    

the Rev. June Freeth the Rev. June Freeth the Rev. June Freeth the Rev. June Freeth     

Longhope Sailing Club 
 

For Sale 

100m of deer fencing (13 horizontal lines, 

1.9m high, 300mm between verticals). 

For further details contact Trish on 

701498 or email 

North Walls Centre 

Badminton  

 

At the North Walls Centre  
every Friday and Tuesday night at 8pm 
 
For more information,  
please contact William Lancaster 791248 
or Adam Clark 791255 



 

February 2016 

Total rainfall for month 

112.0mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

18.7mm on 19th. 

Highest max. temp. 9.9c on 1st. 

Lowest max. temp. 3.6c 24th. 

Ave. max. temp. 6.9c 

Lowest min. temp. -2.4c on 26th. 

Highest min. temp. 4.7c on 8th. 

Ave. min. temp. 1.5c 

Ave. temp. for Feb. 4.2c 

 

THE BLETHER 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (June) must be submitted by 5th June 2016 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITI

ES .CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

WEATHER ROUND UP FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2016 

Date: 18th May 2016 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Mee�ng 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or ques�ons, please contact Debs 

prior to the mee�ng 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

March 2016 

Total rainfall for month 79.9mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 21.6mm on 1st. 

Highest max. temp. 13.2c on 13th. 

Lowest max. temp. 5.0c 6th. 

Ave. max. temp. 8.8c 

Lowest min. temp. -1.8c on 9th. 

Highest min. temp. 8.9c on 12th. 

Ave. min. temp. 3.2c. 

Ave. temp. for March 6.0c. 

 

Many thanks to Jeff for the informa�on. 

 


