
the nearest territories in north-west 
Scotland, although the origins of the 
pair currently nesting in Hoy are not 
yet known – either or both birds 
could have hatched in Scotland or 
elsewhere, for example in Scandina-
via.  
 

As Hoy’s first breeding sea eagles in 
142 years, we expect this young pair 
will attract a lot of attention over the 
next few weeks or months, depend-
ing how they fare. The birds are 
nesting on the Dwarfie Hamars. To 
give them best chance of success, 
we’d encourage anyone keen to see 
them to keep their distance and ide-
ally keep dogs under close control in 
the vicinity. The roadside car park 
for the Dwarfie Stone is a good place 

to watch from but lingering too long 
at the Dwarfie Stone itself could dis-
turb the birds. 
 

We’d also really appreciate it if any-
one passing could keep an eye out 
and pass on any signs of disturbance 
to the police straightaway, as sea 
eagles are specially protected by law. 
If anyone is keen to help out further 
please do get in touch with warden 
Lee Shields (791298), as we’ll be or-
ganising an informal watch on the 
nest both to keep the eagles safe and 
to help point the birds out to others 
who would like to see them. 
 
Text and photos by Alan Leitch 

NESTING SEA EAGLES ON HOY 
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Welcome to the twen-

tieth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The April issue includes 
updates from the Danc-
ing group, Scapa Flow 
Visitor Centre, GHW 
Community Council and 
the RNLI. 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors to 
the twentieth issue 
and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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As many will already have heard, a 
pair of sea eagles are nesting in Hoy 
- the first time these birds have at-
tempted to breed in Orkney since 
1873! The same pair have fre-
quented Hoy for the last three 
spring/summers. They’re both 
young birds and may not succeed at 
their first breeding attempt, but it’s 
still an exciting moment. Sea eagles 
are utterly magnificent birds, with a 
wing span of up to 2.4 m (8 feet), 
and to see one over the hills of Hoy 
is a forceful reminder of the sheer 
beauty of nature. 
 

Sea eagles also have a long history in 
Orkney. The Bronze Age burial tomb 
at Isbister, South Ronaldsay (the 
‘Tomb of the Eagles’) famously con-
tains their bones, while a Pictish 
symbol stone found at the Knowe of 
Burrian, Harray, features a beauti-
fully carved bird. Also known as 
white-tailed eagles, the species be-
came extinct across the UK in the 
early 19th century due to combina-
tion of widespread habitat change 
and human persecution, with the 
last bird shot in Shetland in 1918.   
 

Following successful reintroductions 
since the 1970s on Rum, Wester 
Ross and more recently in Fife, sea 
eagles are now reclaiming their for-
mer ranges. Successful breeding in 
Orkney would represent a signifi-
cant expansion for the birds from 



The museum and café are now open for the 
summer, and as usual we have got some new 
exhibits and displays on show.  
 
A model of the drifter Daisy II, built and gifted 
by John Hutcheson of Fraserburgh, is taking 
pride of place in the Reading Room. Daisy II 
was requisitioned during WW2 and was part of 
the drifter pool serving the ships of the Home 
Fleet stationed in Scapa Flow. On the night of 
14 October 1939, Daisy II was tied up alongside 
HMS Royal Oak when that vessel was torpe-
doed. 
 

As the Royal Oak began to heel over, the 
drifter was dragged up her side by the hawsers 
as the list increased. The crew managed to 
slash the ropes holding her fast and steamed 
up and down picking up men from the stricken 
ship. Skipper John Gatt was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross for his actions, which 
saved 375 men and boys. 
 
Gavin’s work as Wartime Heritage Officer for 
the IoHDT last year unearthed a fascinating 
document on net and boom defence. Although 
produced by the US Navy Bureau of Ordnance, 
many of the case studies in it are taken from 
Scapa Flow. We have used this as the basis for 
a new display in the Pumproom about HMS 
Pomona, the Lyness Boom Defence depot. 
 
In addition, we are very pleased to be able to 
continue weekly guided walks around the Ly-
ness Wartime Trail this season. The walk starts 
from Scapa Flow Visitor Centre & Museum at 
11.00am every Tuesday and lasts approxi-
mately 2 hours. 
 
Finally, the air raid shelter, which had to be 
closed whilst Currie’s yard at Lyness was in 
use, is now open again and particularly popular 
with children. 

We are going to have our final dancing evening 
for this session on 4th May – an extra evening 
from the advertised dates. This will take the form 
of a social evening of a few dances, nibbles and 
a blether to discuss what happens in the next 
session for dancing. 
 
Numbers have dropped off and if we have less 
than eight coming then it is impossible to have a 
set – and it is mostly sets that we do. I would like 
to remind folks that this isn’t a class where we 
progress as the weeks go past – it is purely for 
fun and exercise.   We will be due to begin danc-
ing again on Monday 7th September.   
 
Mabel j Besant 

We are now into the last weeks of the 2014/15 
dancing session and by the time you are read-
ing this we will have had our 10th Hoy Fringe 
Event which happens on 8th April! News from 
that will have to come in the next issue but I 
would like to thank GH&W Community Council, 
IHDT, Cooke Aquaculture Scotland and the 
regular Bingo Players for the financial help to 
make the late hire of the ferry happen as this is 
the one thing that makes the Fringe Event vi-
able.  80 people have booked to come over to 
Hoy for this special event.  

   
We have had some great fun over this ‘winter’ 
of dancing and for that I thank those who come 
along on these dark dreich nights. The weather, 
along with personal commitments, have caused 
quite a few cancellations over January and Feb-
ruary. It was always high tide on a Monday @ 
10pm if gales were blowing! 

NEW SEASON AT SCAPA FLOW VISITOR CENTRE & MUSEUM 

HOY DANCERS 
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Many, many thanks to all who attended the 1940s 

dance, concert and exhibition at the YM on 20th 

March 2015. It was a fitting end to the Wartime 

Heritage project and a chance to open ‘The Shore’, 

the new extension to the YM.  This new space has 

fantastic views across Longhope Bay and is proving 

to be a great venue. 

 

Our thanks go to the many people who contributed to 

making the night a success, from Jude Callister and 

Gavin Lindsay who organised the exhibition, posters, 

and wartime then and now pictures, to the YM com-

mittee who set up the hall and organised the food, 

raffle, concert, dance and bar, to Billy Budge who 

stepped in to compere at the last minute, to all the 

concert performers and to Directors and staff of the 

Development Trust. Our thanks and thoughts also go 

to Carol Lock, who was definitely there in spirit and 

who put so much hard work into making the exten-

sion happen in the first place. 

 

The slide show of ‘Then and Now’ photos that was 

showing at the exhibition can be seen on the follow-

ing website.  

 

http://www.hoyorkney.com/attractions/hoy-history/

wartime-heritage/then-and-now-hoy-at-war-a-

photographic-journey/ 

 

Our numerous sponsors and funders must also be 

thanked—see the vast array of logos below! 

 

 

Photos: Trish Avis; Keith 

Dobney 

1940S DO AT YM 

CHANGES TO THE COMMUNITY BUS T IMETABLE 
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From 31st March, there will some changes to the bus timetable.  

On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, there will no longer be a service leaving Longhope at 11.50 am 

to meet the 12.30 pm boat, however, this service is still available on Mondays and Fridays. 

There will no longer be a service on a Saturday. 

The new timetable can be found on the Hoy websites: http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/iohdt 

Or http://www.hoyorkney.com/travel/community-bus/ 

For any queries or for copies of the timetable, please contact the IoHDT office during working hours—

01856 701356 



COUNCIL COMMENT 
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The Full Council meet on 
the 28th of April and, all 
being well, should ratify 
the minute of the Educa-

tion, Leisure & Housing meeting held on 25th March. 
At that meeting, as reported on Radio Orkney, mem-
bers discussed the commencement of a consultation 
exercise on the future of the North Walls Junior Sec-
ondary. With the minute ratified officers will compile 
a consultation paper, much of it already in draft form, 
and issue to members of the Hoy and Walls commu-
nity, pupils, parents, teachers and any other inter-
ested parties. 
 
The Executive Director, Wilf Weir, and department 
officials are keen to explore all potential scenarios for 
the school so questions will cover a wide range of top-
ics including How important (or not) is it for 
North Walls to have a Junior Secondary? 
What are the benefits (or not) of S1 – S3 pu-
pils being educated 'on island'? What age 
group should be taught in the Junior Secon-
dary? 
 
As well as looking at the education provision, 'on is-
land' draft questions also included a question on the 
infrastructure needed on Hoy, and the mainland, to 
enhance the experience of pupils travelling, including 
the financial implications. There will be an opportu-
nity for participants to offer as much information as 
possible and I would urge anybody with any interest 
in the school, past, present or future, to take time to 
complete the consultation and to be as 'open' as they 
like. I'm sure the department will acknowledge that 

LOOKING FOR ADVICE ON HEALTH AND CARE SERVICES IN ORKNEY? 

Orkney Health and Care’s adult social work team 

have set up a new staffed help desk service. 

 

The service will be the first port of call for people 

looking for advice on health and care services in 

Orkney and information on the range of local ser-

vices and organisations available. 

 

Those staffing the help desk will be able to take 

referrals and requests for services and point people 

in the right direction to help them find what they 

need. 

 

Staff will be able to recommend useful leaflets and 

websites too. Examples include equipment avail-

able to make life easier for those with mobility 

pupils and education is a very emotive subject and 
that they will be happy to consider any reasonable 
comment, bearing in mind the ongoing financial re-
strictive climate that the public sector is living in. 
 
Consultation results and outcomes are rarely to eve-
ryone’s satisfaction and it is unlikely that the provi-
sion of secondary education at North Walls will be 
any different. A  full and positive engagement from 
the community will however, ensure that the Educa-
tion Department (and elected members) will have a 
wide range of views to consider before making any 
future decisions on the school. 
 
A report on the outcomes of the consultation is 
scheduled for the September round of meetings. 
 
On a related note, the provision of primary education 
on Flotta has been made more difficult by the fact 
that one of the resident families has opted to put their 
children to the Orphir Primary, as they are entitled to 
do. This again raises the question of sustainability but 
also serves to highlight the 'community buy in' re-
quired if the Local Authority is to work closer with 
communities to help them realise their aspirations. 
 
And finally, I'd like to wish George (McKinlay) the 
very best in his chosen career change and hope that 
he will take part in the consultation exercise, as I'm 
sure he has enough thoughts and ideas to fill more 
than one questionnaire!   
 
Rob Crichton 
 

problems or support available to those caring 

for someone else. 

 

How to contact the help desk: 

• Visit the Council reception desk at School 

Place and ask to speak to the Orkney Health 

and Care help desk worker between 9am and 

1pm.  

 

WEB: http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-

Directory/S/adult-services-helpdesk.htm 

 

• Phone: 01856 873535, Monday to Friday 

from 9am to 1pm or 1 - 5pm. 

 

EMAIL: OHAChelpdesk@orkney.gcsx.gov.uk 



Community Council Grant Scheme 

The next round of funding will be decided at a finance 

meeting on the 19
th

 June 2015 with the scheme being 

open for applications from mid May. Please look out lo-

cally for details of how to apply. 

 

MV Hoy Head 

Orkney Ferries have informed the Community Council 

that should anyone be seeking employment with Orkney 

Ferries, they would be pleased to receive any CVs at any 

time.  Please forward details to Orkney Ferries Office in 

Kirkwall. 

 

Retained Fire Fighters 

Scottish Fire and Rescue are currently recruiting Retained 

Fire Fighters for the island.  Please see local posters or 

check out www.myjobscotland.gov.uk 

 

Speeding Issues 

The Community Council have been approached by mem-

bers of the community regarding speeding issues around 

the island. In 2014 recording equipment was set up out-

side the school where the speed limit is 40mph. Some 

speeds recorded were as follows:- 

 

Southwards 1272 journeys, 621 over the speed limit, 13 

of which were recorded travelling between 60 and 

100mph 

 

Northwards 1281 journeys, 645 over the speed limit, 23 

of which were recorded travelling between 60 to 100mph 

 

The Community Council have requested that the re-

cording equipment be made available again and set up 

within Longhope. 

 

Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community Council 

On Wednesday 25th March, North Walls 

School performed 'Snow White and the 

Seven Dwarfs (well, ex-racehorse jockeys!); a 

play based on the poem Roald Dahl wrote. 

 

The actors and narrators (Osmond Budge 

and Georgia Rhodes) tell the following 

story…  When Snow White's mother dies, 

the King (Andrew Thomson) decides he 

needs a new wife.  He throws a masquerade 

ball and invites all the girls in the country to 

attend.  He chooses the fairest one, Miss 

Maclahose (Molly Cannon).  But Miss Maclahose has a mirror (Andrew Pearson) that always tells the 

truth.  She would ask the age-old question, "Who is the fairest of them all?" and all was fine until one day the 

mirror replies, "From now on Queen, you're Number Two...  Snow White is prettier than you!" 

 

The Queen is outraged and orders the Huntsman (Mia Train) to do away with Snow White (Matilda Simp-

son).  Snow White does a good job of pleading for her life and after singing a duet, the Huntsman gives in and 

lets Snow White escape through the woods (effectively created by a whole forest of Class 1 and 2 children). 

Snow White then hitches a lift to the city where she takes a job as cook and parlour-maid to seven little men 

(ideally presented by Class 1 and 2) who are in debt from gambling on horse races.  After another gambling 

loss, Snow White heads home to capture the mirror while the guards and servants are asleep at the King's 

palace.  The mirror correctly predicts the winner for each race, turning around the fortunes of the seven ex-

jockeys, concluding that "gambling's not a sin, if you always win!" 

 

It was a great experience for the classes to work in the Gable End Theatre again, and the staff and children 

would like to thank everybody who was involved with costumes and make-up, scenery, sound and light, 

backstage, front of house, the raffle and all other aspects of the two performances.  We would also like to 

thank everybody who came to the shows - without an appreciative audience, it's hard to experience a real 

theatre atmosphere! 

NEWS FROM THE GRAEMSAY ,  HOY AND WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—SNOW WHITE 
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RNLI LONGHOPE L IFEBOAT GUILD—DATES 

On Saturday, 4th April, an Easter Bonnet Parade and 

Easter egg hunt was held at the Royal.  A magnificent 

range of hats were on display and even Little Pete 

entered! Choosing the best was extremely difficult 

for the two judges. However, they chose William 

Thomson as the winner, second was Benjamin Flett 

and third was Neve Morris. Many thanks to Val Crow-

son who organised the event and Alan White for let-

ting the Royal be temporarily taken over!  

 

Val is also organising the Ladies Darts Challenge cup 

at the Royal on Saturday 2 May at 8pm. £1 per 

player, names in by 8pm please. 

As in previous years, the Primary 7s have been responsible 

for monitoring the hatching and growth of over two hun-

dred juvenile troot from the egg stage onwards.  We usu-

ally have a very successful hatching, and this year has been 

none different. With fewer than ten individuals lost, our 

survival rate is very high. We know of one school this year 

where none of the troot survived at all. It takes great care 

and quietness to check them without stress every day, and 

water balance and temperature play a large part, too. 

 

The school that lost all their juveniles experienced a rise in 

water temperature and that caused the deaths. The troot 

seem slower to mature this year and so the release into 

Ore Burn was postponed from the end of Term 3 until after 

the Easter holidays. 

 

A number of children from North Walls School have had 

art work selected for display at the Pier Arts Centre in 

Stromness, in their Peedie Pier Arts exhibition. Janet 

Budge, Stefany Besant, Nuala Cannon, Corban Kestrel, 

Ruby Train and Connor Edgar all have works on show at 

the exhibition, which runs from 28th March until Satur-

day 18th April. 

 

North Walls Community School was very fortunate in 

being chosen to take part in the "Time to Shine" project, 

working with the Scottish Youth Theatre.  Only five 

schools in Orkney have been given the chance to take 

part in the project, which provides learning opportunities 

in areas such as citizenship, literacy and music, and the 

children will benefit from the skills of a professional musi-

cian who will help the children to write their own Fair-

trade Song - to be recorded and distributed to all primary 

schools in the county. 

 

EASTER BONNET PARADE 

Sunday 3 May—RNLI Mayday "Welly" celebra-

tions 2pm till 4pm at the Lifeboat Shop. 

 

The lifeboat shop will be reopening for the season 

with lots of new stock, there will be home bakes for 

sale plus the chance to throw a wet welly at the 

crew! More details to follow……………. 

 

Sunday 14 June 

The Lifeboat Guild will be at the Hoy Half Marathon 

with a souvenirs stall. 

 
Sunday 5 July 

Lifeboat Open Day at the Lifeboat Station. Cream 

teas will be served in the Lifeboat Station and tours 

of the lifeboat will be available. The coastguard heli-

copter and Hoy Coastguards will also be in atten-

dance for a joint exercise with the Lifeboat 

(operational duties permitting). 

 

Saturday 5 September 

Soup and Sandwiches at the Lifeboat Station to coin-

cide with the Longhope Mini Triathlon. 

 

Friday 6 November 

Lifeboat Christmas Bazaar at the YM. Santa will be 

attending as well as lots of stalls, raffles and compe-

titions. Teas will also be served. 

 

For further details, contact Trish Avis. 
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Who would of thought that so much could be raised from the collecting and selling of old 
stamps. Mr. Bob Simpson of Stromness has been very industrious these last weeks and 
has taken the appeal up a notch or two. With the use of social media we now have a much 
larger target and the stamps are coming in from further afield. 
 

Having worked with stamps for many years Bob has the ability of putting together suitable 
collections and he can spot the ones that are valuable to other collectors and dealers. 
Those that have little value he puts to the auction and this has proved to be another suc-
cess. 
 

I would like to thank all of you who have donated stamps and hope that they keep coming 
in. Bob takes no commission, all the money he raises goes to the RNLI. 

 
Collection box in the Longhope Post Office or contact Trish Avis or Mary Harris. 

This rather emotional but amusing story begins on a 
beach in Cornwall. A small knitted sailor doll called 
Little Pete was left on a rambling path to the sea and 
beside him a poignant message in a bottle. He had 
been put there by two small boys in memory of their 
much loved and recently departed Grandfather, who 
was rather fond of that beach. Their idea was that 
their Grandpa Pete, who had served in the Royal 
Navy, could continue his adventures as Little Pete 
and thus their memory of him would be kept alive. 
 
After being found and passed between a few local 
folk he ended up in the hands of someone who was 
impressed and deeply touched by the message. 
Consequently she set up the Facebook page Little 
Pete's Grand Adventure so his story could be told to 
the world. It wasn't long before he was off exploring 
and offers of adventures from far and wide began to 
appear. He's been on HMS Victory, at the National 
Coastwatch Institute at Cape Cornwall and winched 
up in a helicopter with RNAS Culdrose to name but a 
few. 
 
I was following his amazing story and laughing at the 
many photographs of him and suggested if he would 
like a trip on a lifeboat then he might like to come to 
RNLI Longhope in Orkney. Well he was quick to re-
spond and had his little kitbag packed as soon as he 
finished flying helicopters at Culdrose. 
 
Last Sunday he met our crew and they took him on 
the weekly exercise with a passage on the way to 
Stroma and Swona. He also got involved in a walk 
for Map Orkney month where we finished down at 
the Bothy at Rackwick and showed Little Pete and all 
his followers the beauty of Orkney. 
 

£545 RAISED SO FAR FROM YOUR OLD STAMPS ! 

Members of the Lifeboat Guild had a good laugh dur-
ing the AGM on Wednesday when the re-christened 
'Peedie' Pete keeled over and fell asleep during a 
rather protracted discussion on forthcoming events 
and dates. 
 
A book is planned in the future showing where he 
went and who he met on his escapades. The pro-
ceeds from the sale of this will go to a children's 
charity and hopefully the RNLI. In these days where 
there is unrest and violence all over the world it is 
refreshing to see folk supporting the two small boys 
and just having some good old fun. 
 
By the way we could do with some new folk, men or 
women, to come and join us. We have lots of laughs 
during the year and it's only the AGM that can be a 
bit...... well.... tiring for the small knitted ones! So if 
you appreciate the RNLI and would like to help raise 
funds for this charity, please contact myself or Trish 
Avis. Thank you.  
 
Mary Harris 

L ITTLE PETE COMES TO LONGHOPE 



was no mean 

feat even with 

ropes and no one 

firing at us. Along 

the crest we en-

countered hastily 

assembled para-

pets of coral rub-

ble thrown up by 

the Marines to 

offer some degree of protection from the snipers 

and machine gun fire. There was no soil to dig 

trenches or foxholes, even today there is only a thin 

topsoil above the bedrock.  

Once in the Horseshoe itself it took us 4 days to ne-

gotiate the dense regenerated jungle and survey the 

remains from the fierce fighting that had taken place 

there. In all we recorded 72 sites and 67 individual or 

concentrations of artefacts. Many of the caves were 

simple, shallow rock shelters where snipers could 

position themselves and most of these featured one 

or more US 75mm unexploded tank projectiles 

deeply imbedded in their soft limestone walls. There 

were also elaborate caves of E, U or Y shape in plan. 

These had multiple entrances, sometimes with the 

remains of a neutralised field gun at the entrance 

and most showing signs of being attacked by flame-

throwers. Crawling into the stale air and stifling heat 

with large spiders and cave crickets latched to the 

low ceilings above the head, discarded equipment, 

personal effects and human remains came into view 

in the light of the head torches. Even after only 

spending 45 minutes to an hour underground photo-

graphing, measuring, drawing and closely examining 

the spreads of material it was possible to get a small 

sense of what it must have been like for the defend-

ers to live in these spaces for weeks on end. Where 

human remains were present it was also all too ap-

parent how some met their end. 

Peleliu Archaeological Sur-

vey 2014: Part 2 
 

This month I thought I would 

share a little more about the 

first of the three geographi-

cal areas that we surveyed 

on Peleliu in December last 

year. The Horseshoe is a 

steep sided valley of some 

600m in length, v-shaped in 

plan and only around 250m 

wide at its mouth. It forms the eastern extent of the 

central combat zone (CCZ) and contains a natural 

lake which provided one of the main sources of fresh 

water for the Japanese garrison during the battle. 

Into the steep walls of the valley the Japanese dug 

interlocking defensive positions - caves of all shapes 

and sizes sometimes utilising natural hollows in the 

limestone and sometimes excavated from scratch. 

The caves (which could be used as fighting positions, 

living quarters and supply dumps) supported dug-

outs, artillery and mor-

tar positions all of which 

could inflict a lethal 

cross fire on any force 

attempting to enter the 

valley from the south. 

The ridges surrounding 

the valley were equally 

hazardous for an attack-

ing force as C Company 

of 2
nd

 Battalion, 1
st

 Ma-

rines discovered on the 

fourth day of the assault 

(19
th

 September). Hav-

ing scaled the near verti-

cal 100m nose of Walt Ridge (which forms the west 

side of the Horseshoe valley), C Company found a 

crest devoid of cover which was swept with gunfire 

from the ridge on the opposite side of the valley. 

Clinging to the top through a night of brutal hand to 

hand counterattacks, C Company (which made the 

initial attack with 90 men) withdrew the following 

morning with only 15 men and 1 officer remaining. It 

wasn’t until tanks and flamethrowers had been em-

ployed that the Horseshoe and Walt Ridge were fi-

nally taken on 23
rd

 October. Our survey tried wher-

ever possible to follow a similar route to that taken 

by the US forces whilst they made their attacks. On 

our first day in the field we scaled Walt Ridge which 

HERITAGE MATTERS :   
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Examining the material spreads in a cave  
in the Horseshoe 

Scaling Walt Ridge One of the many cave openings 
in the Horseshoe 



Paul Kettle was GP to the Hoy & Walls medical practice for 

eleven years, succeeding Dr Tony Trickett and working for 

a time with Tony, who, when needed, emerged from re-

tirement to be his locum. The two men were alike in hav-

ing a deeply sympathetic feeling for Orkney and the island 

community in which they settled. 
 

In Paul's case, his interest was probably sparked by taking 

Archaeology and Anthropology as a subsidiary when he 

initially went up to study Medicine at St John's College, 

Cambridge. He began regular visits to the islands in the 

mid 1970s and was in Orkney for the first St Magnus Festi-

val in 1977, excited by its progressive musical aspects. 

Meanwhile, like his father before him, he trained as a doc-

tor at Guy's Hospital, London, the course including a sec-

ondment of several months to Madras (known as Chennai 

today). In July 1978 he married Sue, a trained nurse, and 

they lived in Cheltenham, where Paul was a partner in a 

busy GP practice. They had two children, Elisabeth and 

Robert. 
 

In 1991 he was diagnosed with myasthenia gravis, a rare 

auto-immune condition involving a weakening of the mus-

cles, so when the chance of moving permanently to work 

in Orkney came up at the end of that decade, it was a dou-

bly attractive option. He and Sue duly arrived with the chil-

dren and Betty, Sue's mother, in August 2000. Besides his 

skills in doctoring, Paul had a lively range of interests, be-

ing widely read in literature and holding eclectic musical 

tastes, though he always wore his erudition lightly, along-

side an incisive sense of humour. He naturally became 

caught up in communal activities and made positive contri-

butions wherever his attention was engaged by a cause or 

an entertainment. 

When further debilitation in his health brought about an 

earlier retirement than he would have wished, these inter-

ests helped to keep him occupied. From his first arrival on 

Hoy he had been involved in local drama, especially the 

annual pantomime put on at the Gable End Theatre by the 

Hoy and Walls Entertainment Group. As Lindsay Hall re-

members, he had cultivated an “absent-minded” style of 

delivery that perfectly suited the humour of the audiences. 

He became secretary to the group, who will long remem-

ber him for his sharp one-liners and dry wit in committee. 

He had a gift for improvising fantastical stories to enchant 

both children and adults; he sang and learnt to play the 

ukulele and the concertina. His ability to sing within a 

group made him a valued member of the Stromabank Pub 

Choir: “a delightful singing voice – accurate, easily blending 

in and always reliable” in Fran Gray's estimation. On an-

other tack, convinced of the beauty and charm of St John's 

Church, he continued to be closely concerned in efforts to 

preserve and restore it for the use of the community after 

its decommission. 
 

His urge towards creativity included writing poetry, and for 

the choir he wrote two sets of lyrics, one of them words 

for Peter Maxwell Davies's “Farewell to Stromness”. In-

deed, during his last long period away in Aberdeen Royal 

Infirmary, despite suffering from erosion of bone structure 

brought about by the steroid treatment his illness re-

quired, he was able to focus on exploring the sonnet form, 

before returning home to Hoy at the end. Two examples of 

sonnets he produced were read at his memorial service on 

21 March: a poignant reminder of what the community 

and Sue and his family have lost. He was 65. 
 

Peter Ford 

JACK RENDALL 1927-2015 
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DR PAUL KETTLE 1949-2015 

John (‘Jack’) George Sinclair Rendall, MBE, was born on 

October 26, 1927, at the farm of Glen in Rackwick. He died 

aged 87 years old in the Balfour Hospital having seen the 

busy community of scattered crofts into which he was 

born go through a process of dwindling and renewal. 

 

After an early life hindered by ill health, Jack settled for 

becoming what he called a ‘reluctant crofter’, farming both 

cattle and sheep, and eventually becoming the last perma-

nent resident in Rackwick. He married Dorothy, whom he 

met when she visited the island in 1977 as a summer vol-

unteer, and they had a daughter Lucy in November 1980. 

 

The education Jack received, far from being a limiting fac-

tor, had given him a breadth of practical knowledge, and 

awakened his interest in people and local politics. He be-

came steadily engaged in working to promote the interests 

of Rackwick and Hoy through a succession of community 

associations and councils, and was foremost in helping to 

preserve Hoy Kirk for both sacred and secular use. He be-

came an elder of the kirk at the early age of 32 and was 

elected to the church of Scotland Presbytery in the 1980s. 

He served on the Hoy Trust as tenants’ represesentative, 

later as a trustee and was on the Orkney Housing Associa-

tion management committee. He was awarded his MBE in 

2011. 
 

Jack became known to generations of visitors to Rackwick 

–walkers and naturalists, climbers of The Old Man, and 

television technicians – ever ready to advise from his per-

sonal knowledge of the terrain, seated on his ‘yarning 

bench’ outside the Glen; and it softens the blow of his 

passing that much of what he had to tell is recorded in 

archives on audio tape or film. All who met Jack would 

endorse the remark made of him that he was ‘the embodi-

ment of a genuine Orcadian’. 

 

Abridged from an obituary by Peter Ford, published in the 

Orcadian 19th February 2015 



to her beloved Melsetter, the wild Pentland Firth 
and the secret places of Hoy. Forster (as he was 
always known) inherited her character rather 
than Robert's. He spent his childhood exploring 
the island, collecting plants and shells, and learn-
ing how to sail boats. After Henrietta died in 
1833 Robert remarried, only to die in 1842.  
Forster was supervised by curators led by Kirk-
wall lawyer W. H. Fotheringhame. The others 
were Alexander Dunbar (who was to leave money 
to pay for the eponymous hospital in Thurso) and 
Matthew Forster (now an MP and fighting to de-
fend his reputation against charges of involve-
ment in illegal slave trading).  
 
These curators oversaw Forster's education in 
Edinburgh. On reaching his majority Forster 
completed his medical studies and worked unen-
thusiastically as a doctor before becoming Profes-
sor of Chemistry at St Andrews University in 
1862. He married and had ten children. His true 
passion was mineralogy and he spent every spare 
moment exploring Scotland on foot and by sea, 
finding and documenting every known mineral. 
Hugh Munro, author of the Tables of the 3000-
Feet Mountains of Scotland (1891), admired him 
as the man who had climbed more of them than 
anyone else. After retiring Forster went to South 
Africa to advise a gold mining company, then 
spent his last years exploring Scotland's islands 
and working on his great book.   
 
It was when looking into the life of my great-
great-grandfather that I discovered that, despite 
Forster Heddle's fame, nobody had written his 
biography, so I decided to write it myself - Mat-
thew Forster Heddle: Mineralogist and Moun-
taineer, by Hamish H. Johnston, published by 
NMS Enterprises Limited –Publishing, ISBN 978 
1 905267 98 9, price  £14.99, available from 
bookshops and from http://www.nms.ac.uk/
books 
 
Hamish Johnston 
 
 
Publication date for Hamish’s book is 7th May. 
 
If anybody would like to contact Hamish, I have 
his address and email, so please contact me 
(Debs). 

One of Hoy's great-
est sons is Matthew 
Forster Heddle 
(1828-1897), au-
thor of The Miner-
alogy of Scotland 
(1901), still re-
garded by experts 
as the bible of Scot-
tish mineralogy.  
Heddle's grandfa-
ther came from 
Cletts, South 
Ronaldsay, and 
was Town Clerk of 
Kirkwall. During 
the Napoleonic 
Wars his son 

Robert joined the army as a paymaster and was 
stationed in West Africa. When Britain captured 
Senegal from the French in 1809 Robert, now in 
charge of supplies, saw the money to be made in 
trade so resigned to become a merchant.  
 
He had inherited Cletts but, hearing that the 
Melsetter estate on Hoy was being sold by Trus-
tees of the bankrupt James Moodie, bought it 
through agents just before he left Africa in Au-
gust 1818. Robert already had a natural daughter 
born before he went to Africa, and while there, 
by an African mistress, had four daughters who 
he placed in a school in London. Aged 38, he 
now sought a wife, and married Henrietta, 
Moodie's daughter. It is possible (but not re-
corded) that he had met her on an earlier visit 
home, but he courted her after he bought Mel-
setter and Henrietta wrote of his attentiveness 
and consideration. They had eight children, of 
whom Matthew Forster (named after a friend of 
Robert's, the head of the biggest British com-
pany trading to Africa) was the youngest who 
survived into adulthood. 
 
Robert was a driven businessman who pro-
ceeded to buy estates all over Orkney and traded 
in coal and agricultural produce. As a major 
landowner he was involved in local politics, and 
constantly engaged in litigation. The contrasting 
descriptions of Walls and Flotta in the Statistical 
Account of Scotland (1794) and the New Statisti-
cal Account (1841) show that he devoted time 
and money to improve the agriculture of his es-
tates. Henrietta was a romantic idealist, in thrall 

A FAMOUS SON OF HOY 
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When Roald Dahl wrote Revolting Rhymes, his 
alternative versions of several well-known nurs-
ery standards, he entered into a conspiracy with 
children to play up the stories' horrid side and 
gleefully subvert their morality in ways that 
might upset a maiden aunt. 
 
Naturally children, and rebellious adults, loved 
them, and just the other day copies of the book 
caused a rumpus in an Australian supermarket, 
which only adds to the fun. 
 
Fun and glee were uppermost in the production 
of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs that the 
children of North Walls School presented at the 
Gable End Theatre for two performances on 
Wednesday, March 25, in an adaptation with 
music made by Helen MacGregor and Stephen 
Chadwick. 
 
The show went with great energy, with the King 
(Andrew Thomson) taking a new wife to be a 
wicked Queen (Molly Cannon) and a stepmother 
to the not so innocent (it transpires) Snow 
White (Matilda Simpson). 
 
The truth-telling Mirror (Andrew Pearson), of 
course, causes the jealous Queen to dispatch her 
Huntsman (Mia Train) to cut out Snow White's 
heart and bring it to her to eat, twists in the 
story being made clear from the side by two 
Narrators (Georgia Rhodes and Osmond 
Budge). 
 

There's only space here to name the principal 
players, but the seven dwarfs with whom Snow 
White seeks shelter, who turn out to be seven 
retired jockeys who have made themselves pau-
pers through betting at the race track, estab-
lished an instant rapport with the audience; as 
did the eleven-strong chorus line-up, called on to 
play and sing crowds and trees. 
 
In fact the way everyone played together and 
spoke up on stage was the strong point of this 
production, and it's marvellous that the children 
from the school can test out their performances 
and get the sense of a responding live audience 
in such a fully equipped intimate theatre as the 
Gable End. 
 
There was admirable backing from teachers, par-
ents and Gable End volunteers to ensure high 
production values in sound, lighting, costumes 
and make-up, that carried the show through to 
its denouement, with Snow White stealing the 
magic Mirror to ensure the dwarfs/jockeys only 
bet on winners in future; and so they all make 
their fortune, showing that gambling's not a sin, 
“provided that you always win”. 
 
No sniffs of audience disapproval were heard at 
this concluding moral; just sustained applause 
for a lively, colourful entertainment and a re-
quest for an encore.  
 
Peter Ford 

GABLE END REVIEW :  SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS 
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HOY K IRK CLOSED FOR REPAIRS FROM 6TH APRIL 

Please Note that there is currently no access to the Hoy Kirk. This is because repairs are underway 

to repair the storm damage incurred earlier in the year. This will see the internal re-cladding of one 

entire wall. This work is expected to take a few weeks but hopefully Kirk access, and all the usual 

displays, will be available as soon as possible. Please visit https://hoyheritage.wordpress.com for 

updates. 

Please also make a note in your diaries of June 20th when the 

Scottish Chamber Orchestra Wind Soloists will be playing in the 

Hoy Kirk as part of the St Magnus International Festival.  They 

will be playing a varied programme of music mainly from the Ba-

roque and Classical eras and concluding with Beethoven's early work for Wind Octet, lasting ap-

proximately an hour. The concert is dedicated to the memory of Jack Rendall.  

Further details about this concert and the rest of the festival can be found at stmagnusfestival.com 

or on the St Magnus Festival facebook page 



GABLE END THEATRE 

PROGRAMME 2015—  
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All performances start at 8pm, unless otherwise stated 

April 
Fri 24  FILM: THE IMITATION GAME (Cert. 12A),  

Alan Turing (played by Benedict Cumberbatch) famously led a motley group 
of scholars, linguists, chess champions and intelligence officers, to crack the so-
called unbreakable codes of Germany's World War II Enigma machine. 
An intense and haunting portrayal of a brilliant, complicated man, THE IMITATION 
GAME follows a genius who under nail-biting pressure helped to shorten the war 
and, in turn, save thousands of lives. 

Sat 25  MUSIC: JENNA REID 
 On the four-fiddle frontline of Blazin’ Fiddles, and regarded as one of the best 

Shetland fiddlers currently touring – having been taught from a young age by Tom 
Anderson and Willie Hunter – Jenna is soon to release her third solo album “Live in 
Shetland” (recorded in Lerwick, at the Mareel Arts Centre, this summer). She will 
be accompanied by jazz/folk guitarist, Kevin Mackenzie – and together their styles 
blend brilliantly. Definitely not to be missed! 

  LICENCED BAR FROM 7pm; TICKETS £10/£1 ACCOMPANIED UNDER 16s  
 & STUDENTS 
MAY   
Sat 9  FILM/LECTURE: CELEBRATING SCAPA FLOW/ILLUSTRATED TALK ON FILM 
 Kevin Brownlow is legendary for his entertaining talks on film, illustrated with ex-

amples, as well as for being a world-leading historian of silent film, a sleuth after 
lost material and a film-maker in his own right.   The fact that his grandfather was 
a senior naval officer based on Flotta during WW1 gives him a particular interest in 
Orkney's wartime history.   Bryony Dixon of the bfi's film restoration unit will intro-
duce him.   This promises to be a richly informative evening. 

 
Mini Festival weekend! – Sat 16 & Sun 17 May 
Sat 16  MUSIC: THE BADWILLS 
 The Badwills are a Scotland, UK based Italian musical collective, performing a mix 

of tarantella, pizzica, tammuriata and Italian folk music, opening a window on the 
lights and shadows of Italy. Through song, dance and stories, they lure audi-
ences through the alleyways of Genoa and Napoli and the piazze of Sicily and Pug-
lia, giving voice to the languages and traditions of the region.  

 http://www.thebadwills.co.uk/?mtheme_featured=home 
 https://www.facebook.com/TheBadwills 

LICENCED BAR FROM 7pm; TICKETS £10/£1 ACCOMPANIED UNDER/16s 
 
Sun 17  COMEDY: BRAINSEX 
 Written and performed by Timandra Harkness 

Men read maps better, but women read emotions — so say brain scientists. Is the 
secret of human behaviour inside our skulls? Can neuroscience explain why Timan-
dra throws like a girl but thinks like a bloke? You’ll never look at your anterior cin-
gulate cortex the same way again. Or a map.  
 
SUPPORTED BY THE WELLCOME TRUST - http://brainsexcomedy.com/ 
LICENCED BAR FROM 7pm; TICKETS £10/£1 ACCOMPANIED UNDER 16s  
& STUDENTS 



MAY continued 
Fri 29   FILM: THE THEORY OF EVERYTHING (Cert. 12A) 
  The film is which Eddie Redmayne landed the Best Actor Oscar for his portrayal of 

  Stephen Hawkin, with felicity Jones also starring brilliantly as his wife, Jane. 

  Moving, compelling, uplifting. 

JUNE 
 
Fri 5- Sun 7 MUSIC: 3-NIGHT ORKNEY TOUR BY THE BUDAPEST CAFÉ ORCHESTRA!!  
  (Our biennial foray into music promotion on Mainland….) 

Fri 5  FIRELOUNGE, KIRKWALL 
Sat 6  THE GABLE END THEATRE 
Sun 7  STROMNESS TOWN HALL, 7.30pm 

 They’re back, with their fantastic mix of Balkan, classical and just plain inventive 

music, promoting their most recent CD, ‘The Gaelic Chronicles’, inspired by their 

last two Scottish tours. They say it is their final tour, so don’t miss out!  

Tell all your Mainland friends to spread the word and support the Gable End 

Theatre 

 LICENCED BAR FROM 7pm; TICKETS £10/£1 ACCOMPANIED UNDER 16s 
& STUDENTS 

 

Sat 13  FILM: UNBROKEN (Cert. 15) 
 A running-related film to tie in with the Hoy Half Marathon and 5k Family Fun 

Run. 

 True-life story of American athlete Louis Zamperini who took part in the Berlin 

Olympics of 1936, only later to be shot down in the Pacific and imprisoned by the 

Japanese. This is an epic film by any standards, a study of heroism on the personal 

level and the determination to survive. Angelina Jolie directs with assurance. The 

‘real’ Zamperini died at the age of 97, just months before the film's release, but 

this depiction of his undoubted physical and emotional stamina certainly lifts the 

spirit. 

 

Fri 19 FILM: LEVIATHAN (Cert. 15) 
 A superb drama from Russia about small town courage in the face of the web of 

corruption Putin’s rule has created. Masterly. 

 

FUTURE DATES FOR THE DIARY…… 

 

Fri 3 July FILM: STILL LIFE (Cert. 12A) 

Sat 4 July  MUSIC: DICK LEVENS & ANNA FUSCHIA SCOTT 

Fri 7 July FILM: LOVE IS STRANGE (Cert. 15) 

Fri 31 July FILM: TRASH (Cert. 15) 

Wed 12 Aug  MUSIC: FEIS ROIS CEILIDH TRAIL 

Fri 13 Aug FILM: BIRDMAN (Cert. 15) 

Fri 28 Aug FILM: THE SECOND BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL (Cert. PG) 
Sat 5 Sep  MUSIC: BRING IN THE SPIRIT, featuring Rod Paterson 

GABLE END THEATRE 

PROGRAMME 2015—SPRING/SUMMER 
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Scapa Flow Visitor Centre and 

Museum 

 

2015 OPENING HOURS 

30 MARCH – 30 APRIL  

Mon – Fri  10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

EASTER SATURDAY 

10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

MAY – SEPTEMBER 

Mon - Sun 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Mon – Sat 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community 
School, except where noted meeting dates for 2015 are:- 

Friday 15 May 2015 at 6.45 p.m 
Friday 19 June 2015 at 6.45 p.m (Finance applications only) 

Friday 21 August 2015 Graemsay Community Hall at 6:45 p.m 
Friday 13 November 2015 at 6.45 p.m  

Marshall Lock and family would be pleased to 

welcome all who would like to pay their respects 

to Carol, who passed away on February 10th 2015, 

to a Celebration Day on Saturday 2nd May from 

11 am to 5 pm. 
 

Honeysuckle Cottage, Garden and Gallery will be 

open and refreshments will be available. Dona-

tions in memory of Carol to Macmillan nursing 

would be much appreciated. 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

Everyone you meet is fighting with 
something you know nothing about ... 

be kind. 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
 
Mowing and strim-
ming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trim-
ming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
No job too large or small, one off 
projects, or regular maintenance. 
 
30 years experience,  
fully insured. 
 
Call Gary on 701789 

North Walls Centre 
Badminton  

 
At the North Walls Centre  
every Saturday and Tuesday 
night at 8pm 
 
For more information,  
please contact William Lancaster 
791248 or Adam Clark 791255 

LUNCHES @ KIRKSIDE, 

Longhope 

Thurs May 

7th  

Longhope Sailing Club—dates and notices 

 

Friday 8th May—AGM, 8 pm at the Royal 

 

Saturday 16th May—to start the season there will be a 

local regatta—2 pm at the pier. 

 

Thereafter there will be sailing every Friday evening 

and/or Sunday afternoon 

 

Saturday 11th July—Longhope Regatta 

 

Can you help at the Regatta with setting up, on the 

day, or clear up afterwards? If so contact Angus or 

Trish 

 

Saturday 22nd August—Fishing and BBQ from the pier 

Hoy Centre Committee 
 

AGM 
8th May 2015 at 3 pm at the 

Hoy Centre 



 

February  2015 

 

Total rainfall for month 

93.1mm 

 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 12.1mm on 28th. 

Highest max. temp. 11.6c on 18th. 

Lowest max. temp. 3.4c on 1st. 

Ave. max. temp. 7.6c 

Lowest min. temp. 0.2c on 1st and 2nd 

Highest min. temp. 7.2c on 9th. 

Ave. min. temp. 3.7c 

Ave. temp. for February 5.7c 

 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (June) must be submitted by 5th  June 2015 
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2015 

Date: 20th May 2015 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Meeting 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Debs 

prior to the meeting 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

March  2015 

 

Total rainfall for month 102.8mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 13mm on 27th. 

Highest max. temp. 10.8c on 7th. 

Lowest max. temp. 6.1c on 2nd. 

Ave. max. temp. 8.2c 

Lowest min. temp. -1.1c on 24th. 

Highest min. temp. 6.7c on 19th. 

Ave. min temp. 2.7c 

Ave. temp. for March 5.5c 

 


