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Welcome to the twen-
ty-second issue of 

THE BLETHER.  

The August issue in-
cludes Hoy Hoolie up-
date, Council Comment, 
RNLI Longhope open 
day and much much 
more! 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors to 
the twenty-two issue 
and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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Sarah’s dad Ian for part of their set). 

The evening’s entertainment was 

brought to a close by Saltfishforty. 
 

Saturday kicked off with a very 

well-attended kids fun day, culmi-

nating in a special event featuring 

The Crockness Monster. The even-

ing concert saw performances by 

Cera Impala and The New Prohibi-

tion, Dance Bandits, with the finale 

by The Chair. 
 

Organiser Ian said “ We had around 

70 volunteers helping out during the 

Hoolie, manning the door, serving 

behind the bar, helping in the kitch-

en and doing numerous other 

things, particularly giving the kids 

such a good day on Saturday. We 

couldn’t have done it without 

them.” Big thanks also go to every-

one who helped with the suppers on 

the Thursday and Saturday eve-

nings, and also to those who provid-

ed or helped with the campsites, 

water and loos” 

(Continued on page 2) 

“Fantastic”  “Brilliant”  “Bring on 

next year.” Just some of the com-

ments after the wildly successful 

Hoy Hoolie, which took place for 

the first time earlier this month. 

                              

The community party weekend, 

centred around the YM, featured 

evening concerts with solo artists 

and bands and on Saturday morn-

ing, a special event for children. 

The Shore Cafe served up breakfast, 

lunch and tea throughout the event 

and concert goers were able to 

camp just a few minutes away from 

the venue. 
 

The Hoolie was the brainchild of a 

group of friends who wanted to see 

the local community come together 

with a sense of fun, and with a pride 

in sharing this with visitors to the 

island. 
 

Friday evening’s line up featured 

locals Stella Kirkpatrick, Billy 

Budge and Michael and Katherine   

along with Cammy, The Hoyku-

lalees, Sarah and Joey (along with 

The Chair 



Ian said that several Orkney businesses had spon-

sored the event.  In addition, three island busi-

nesses gave practical support by providing ticket 

outlets, accommodation and food, and local resi-

dents had also provided accommodation and food 

for performers and their families. 
 

Ian added “We wanted to put on a professional, 

friendly and traditional event and the feedback 

from performers, volunteers and visitors suggests 

we achieved that.” 

Stella Kirkpatrick 

HOY HOOLIE CONTINUED 
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The event was filmed with the intention of bring-

ing out a DVD later on in the year and it is hoped 

to put together a record of people’s experiences 

of this year’s event. So, if you have any photos, 

reminiscences, comments or just a couple of lines 

about your Hoolie, please e-mail them to Vin-

cent@theblether.org.uk. or give Vincent a call. 
 

The plans for next year’s Hoolie are already be-

ing discussed with the intention being to make it 

an annual event. 

Compere: Keith Dempsey 

Billy Budge 

Sarah and Ian 

Hoykulalees 

Sal�ishforty 



Fundraising dates are as follows:  Bingo 
evenings have been booked for 26

th
 Sep-

tember and 31
st
 October 2015 and 30

th
 

January 2016 to raise funds for the late fer-
ry hire for the Fringe Event. 
 
On Friday 11

th
 September, the last Reels 

and Jigs evening for this year will be held in 
the Hoy Kirk. The times are to coincide with 
the ferry over from Stromness so that we 
can be joined by dancers from the Mainland.  
A few have already booked their spaces.  
 
There will be notices out and about giving 
the details of what is happening, or you can 
look on the IHDT calendar.  Or you can con-
tact me to be put on the mailing list.    
 
Mabel j Besant – 01856 791359 or e-mail 

mabel.besant775@btinternet.com  

The first dancing evening of the 2015/16 
sessions will begin on Monday 7

th
 Septem-

ber at 8pm in the YM, Longhope. This 
evening will be ‘taster’ sessions for anyone 
interested but not sure what it is about.  
These evenings of Scottish and Ceilidh 
Dancing are for fun and exercise and if any-
one misses an evening it doesn’t matter. 
This year we are having a break of two 
months over December and January.  We 
will dance on into May so that the number of 
weeks covered are the same. 
 
We are holding another Fringe Event on 
Wednesday 6

th
 April 2016. It will be very 

different as we no longer have Jessie Stuart 
leading the dance workshop in the after-
noon but have no fear – there will be a 
workshop being taught in tandem by Lorna 
Fotheringhame and myself.  
 

HOY HOOLIE CONTINUED 

WHAT ’S NEW FOR THE HOY DANCERS 
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Michael and Catherine 
Cera Impala and The New Prohibi$on 

Crockness Monster 
Fun day ac$vi$es 

All  photos 

by Mary 

Harris 



COUNCIL COMMENT—PLANNING 
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Planning decisions taken by Council officers and 

the Planning committee are guided by the 2014 

Orkney Local Development Plan. This plan con-

tains the policies that underpin development 

within the county, not only outlining where 

houses could, and should, be built but also cover-

ing issues as diverse as 'mineral extraction', 

'terrestrial and underwater archaeological sites 

and monuments' and 'protected species'. All in all 

the 2014 Plan has 42 development policies and 

comprises some 206 pages! 

 

As soon as the 2014 Plan was adopted by the 

Council the process of reviewing it began. This 

review looked at some of the issue that arose 

during its compilation and started the process of 

monitoring the outcome of the policies contained 

within the document with the intention of pro-

ducing a new Development Plan for 2016 – 

2021. Integral to the review process is the pro-

duction of the Main Issues Report which was 

published by OIC in July and is currently out for 

consultation, as promoted in 'The Orcadian' dat-

ed 23 & 30 July 2015. 

 

The Main Issues Report proposes to reduce the 

number of policies in the Plan to 15 and to attain 

the four main, national, planning outcomes i.e. 

create a successful, sustainable place; a low car-

bon place; a natural, resilient place and a more 

connected place. 

 

Throughout the document a number of policy 

changes are proposed and discussed with ques-

tions asked as to whether the policy strikes the 

right cord or not. As far as the isles are con-

cerned there is very little change to current poli-

cy in that there is still a 'presumption in favour' 

of house building and no alterations to the 

boundaries of the defined settlements of Burn-

side, Flotta, Longhope, Lyness or Moaness.  

 

What may be contentious however is the section 

on 'Energy and Infrastructure' which looks at the 

potential wind energy areas, highlighting Flotta, 

Fara and the South East of Hoy. The selection of 

these areas has been driven by another docu-

ment, the 'Draft Wind Energy Supplementary 

Guidance' which is also currently out for public 

consultation. 

 

As always council officers are looking for as 

much feedback as possible from the public on 

these two documents and more information can 

be found at: 

 

http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/O/

Orkney-Local-Development-Plan.htm 

or follow the link from www.orkney.gov.uk. 

 

Any comments can be emailed to 

devplan@orkney.gov.uk or by post to the Devel-

opment and Marine Planning Manager, OIC, 

who can also be contacted on 01856 873535 ex 

2531 

 

The Main Issue Report states that: 

The next Local Development Plan for Orkney 

will be an ambitious yet concise document that 

will ensure effective planning policies are in 

place to strengthen and support Orkney's com-

munities by enabling those developments which 

will have a positive and sustainable socio-

economic impact, and utilise locally available 

resources, whilst striving to preserve the rich 

natural and cultural heritage assets upon 

which Orkney's vibrant tourism industry de-

pends and which add to the quality of life in 

our islands. 
 

A bold statement indeed. Have a look at it and 

get involved in the consultation process. The 

Wind Energy consultation closes on 18th Sep-

tember with the MIR closing on 16th Septem-

ber, although an extension has been agreed to 

ensure all Community Council's get a chance to 

comment after their next round of meetings. 

 

Rob Crichton 
 



Home-Start is the UK’s 
leading family support 
charity and Home-Start 

Orkney has been on 
the go for over 14 
years.  

 
The scheme was re-

cently awarded a grant from the Big Lottery 

Fund to develop the service to the isles; 
previously most of our voluntary work was 

on the mainland. 
 
To provide the service we will train volun-

teers who then offer support in the family 
home to parents of young children who are 
experiencing difficulties. Perhaps a parent is 

struggling with isolation, post-natal depres-
sion, or would just benefit from a couple of 

hours of practical or emotional help once a 
week to assist with parenting skills or im-
prove their well-being. 

Families can self-refer, but many of our re-
ferrals come through Health Visitors, nurse-
ries etc. 

 
Volunteers will have parenting experience 
and will be provided with training, out-of-

pocket expenses and on-going support from 
the co-ordinators. 

 
For more information please contact 
elsie@homestartorkney.org.uk  

 
www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/
homestartorkney  

HOME START ORKNEY 

NEWS FROM THE YM 
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The YM did have a general meeting in July 
and recruited two new committee members.  
Welcome on board to Peter Gray and Val 
Crowson!  
 
The 100

th
 anniversary of the YM is in the 

planning and we would like to display 100 
photographs connected with the life of the 
YM. If you have anything of interest and are 
willing to loan them for the occasion please 
give these to Jo Will, the secretary. The date 
for this event is 16

th
 October 2015.  

Now that we have the lovely facility in The 
Shore we hope to develop this to the benefit 
of the community. One idea we would like to 
pilot is ‘A café for a day’. Your group can 
hire the kitchen and The Shore to raise 
funds for your organisation by having a café 
of your own. Contact Jo Will on 
07760883994 who will take the booking and 
discuss the details with you.  
 

The Committee 

ST COLUMBA ’S SUMMER FAYRE UPDATE 

When the poster was printed we did wonder 
if ‘Summer ‘ Fayre, was appropriate but now 
the Sale has come and gone -  Summer has 
lived up to its name and dare we say it, is 
still with us.  
 
It was a good night and such a fine feeling of 
community support. 
 
We can’t thank enough all the folk who con-
tributed items to the sale, and everyone who 
came, not only to buy but to enjoy a cuppa 
and a chat in the Shore room when all was 

done. There were lots of raffles to win and 
games for the skilful. 
 
Thanks also go to Nurse Roz, who so ably 

opened the sale and to William who 

charmed us all when he presented his token 

of thanks to her.  £1300 was the provisional 

amount raised, less expenses, so we’ll update 

you when the bills are in and paid ....  and we 

couldn’t have done it without your support, 

thank you.   

Jean Gillespie 
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Over the summer the school has had the op-

portunity of making connections with Okiwi 

School on great Barrier Island in New Zea-

land. Friends from the school came to visit 

Orkney and managed to visit our school and 

took photographs to show the pupils of Okiwi 

School.  They also brought a present for eve-

ry pupil at North Walls of a pot of Manuka 

honey from the pupils of Okiwi School.  Over 

the coming school year it is anticipated a 

fruitful and exciting “twinning” with Okiwi 

School.  

From WiKi: 

Great Barrier Island lies in the outer Hauraki 
Gulf, New Zealand, 100 kilometres north-east of 
central Auckland (population 939 in 2013). With 
an area of 285 square kilometres it is the sixth-
largest island of New Zealand and fourth-largest 

in the main chain. 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—NEWS 

BUSY SUMMER AT THE SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE 

With over 8,500 visitors so far this 
year, the Scapa Flow Visitor Centre & 
Museum is enjoying a busy season - 

one that is shaping up to become the 
busiest for at least the last five years 
if numbers hold up into September 
and October. 

 
The weekly guided walks around the 
Lyness Wartime Trail, which take 
place from the museum at 11.00am 

every Tuesday, are also growing in 
popularity. Over 250 people have 
joined a walk so far this year and it’s 

a great way for visitors to appreciate 
the infrastructure that was required 
to service the Home Fleet in Scapa 
Flow during WW2. 

 
Alongside this year’s activities we are 
already looking ahead to 2016 when 
two major events of WW1 will be com-

memorated in Orkney. As many of 

you may already know, the national 
commemoration of the Battle of Jut-
land will take place on the 31 May 

2016 in the Royal Naval Cemetery at 
Lyness.  This event is being led by the 
UK Government WW1 Commemora-
tions Project Team and tickets will be 

limited. 
 
The programme is still being devel-
oped and more information will be 

posted as available on http://
www . o r k n e y . g o v . u k / S e r v i c e -
Directory/S/ww1---2016.htm togeth-

er with information about a pro-
gramme of events planned for the fol-
lowing days, culminating in a com-
memorative event to mark the cen-

tenary of the sinking of HMS Hamp-
shire on 5 June 1916. 
 

Jude Callister 



RNLI LONGHOPE—OPEN DAY 
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Hours worked can be, and may be required to be flexi-

ble, but within agreement to help manage peaks and 

troughs that occur. 

 

For a more detailed job descrip$on, contact Liz Davidson 

on 01856 701356 (Monday to Thursday 10.00 to 13.00 

and 14.00 to 16.30) or email 

liz950@btconnect.com.  Alterna$vely the job descrip$on 

can be downloaded from the IoHDT website. 

 

Please apply in wri$ng with a current CV either to 

liz950@btconnect.com or by post to Liz Davidson, The 

Island of Hoy Development Trust, Revenge, Naval Hall, 

Longhope, Orkney, KW16 3PG. Closing date for applica-

$ons is the 17th September 2015 at 17.00.  Interviews 

will be held during the week commencing 21st Septem-

ber 2015. 

Office Administra�on Assistant – 

Part Time 

 

Pay: £8.00 per hour - 10 hours per week 

The Island of Hoy Development Trust is seeking to appoint 

an office administra$on assistant to provide administra$ve 

support to both the Finance and Administra$on Officer and 

the Project Manager and aid the day-to-day opera$on of 

the Trusts office. The posi$on is based on Hoy star$ng from 

1st October 2015 for six months with a view to the posi$on 

con$nuing aDer this period.  
 

The successful candidate will be expected to have basic 

computer skills to include the use of email, internet and 

MicrosoD Word, along with a pleasant telephone manner 

and ability to work as part of a team.  Training will be pro-

vided where appropriate. 

Sea conditions were good and the day was pleas-

antly warm and dry for RNLI Longhope Life-

boat's Open Day. Unfortunately, the SAR Heli-

copter was unable to attend for the combined ex-

ercise due to an emergency call out. However the 

lifeboat demonstrated a man overboard rescue 

close to the pier for all to see. Members of the 

public were then able to go aboard the lifeboat, 

meet the crew and be shown around inside. Al-

ways popular with the children who get to sit in 

the 'driving seat' and see all the latest technology. 

 

The guild then served their wonderful cream teas, 

ice creams and souvenirs from the lifeboat shop. 

Of course there was the legendary raffle and 

lucky numbers etc. Hector the lifeboat dog mas-

cot was in top form vocally and charging about all 

over the place being the star he is. 

Many thanks to the Hoy Coastguards for their 

attendance, the guild for a magnificent effort 

once again and the lifeboat crew for the exciting 

demonstration and tours of the lifeboat. Thank 

you also to John Budge for playing the accordi-

on. To hear the music drifting over the sea was 

magic. It was also great to have a visit from Bob 

Simpson of Stromness who has raised a stagger-

ing amount of money for the RNLI by selling old 

postage stamps collected by supporters every-

where. But the biggest thanks goes to the people 

of our island and all the visitors who came along 

to support the RNLI and for their effort of rais-

ing £636.30 for the charity that saves lives at 

sea. Thank you. 

 

Text and pictures by Mary Harris 

JOB OPPORTUNITY WITH IOHDT 



$ons, such as Orkney Islands Council, Hoy Centre 

CommiEee, North Walls Youth Club with coordina-

$on being conducted by the Island of Hoy Develop-

ment Trust. In par$cular, thanks go to Garry Burton 

and Chris Jex of the OIC Educa$on Department who 

helped in a significant way with the coordina$on and 

to Debbie Rhodes and Gordon WaEers for driving the 

minibuses.   The programme was funded by a grant  

from the ScoJsh Government’s Cash Back for Com-

muni$es Programme. 

 

 

This summer, four sessions of youth outdoor ac$vi-

ty programmes took place in Hoy and South Walls; 

two at the beginning and two at the end of July for 

groups of island children between the ages of eight 

and sixteen.  The first set ac$vi$es consisted of 

archery; canoeing; gorge scrambling and Tyrolean 

traverse which saw the youngsters being suspend-

ed from a rope between two high cliffs. 

 

The second series consisted of bush-craD and ca-

noeing combined, raD building and coasteering, 

which is a very challenging and demanding physical 

ac$vity that encompasses movement along the 

inter$dal zone of the rocky coastline on foot or by 

swimming, without the aid of boats. 

 

The programme was led by OIC Outdoor Educa$on 

Leaders, Dave Andrews, Richie Mardell and Ron 

Bulmer - many thanks to them for making it such a 

success. The programme came together with col-

labora$on between a number of local organisa-

SUMMER YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
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GREEN HOME ENERGY WEEK 

Green Home Energy Week is a week-long 
showcase of living more energy efficiently or-
ganised by the Energy Saving Trust. Taking 
place across Scotland from 5 to 13 Septem-
ber, homeowners are opening their doors to 
share and chat about their experiences with 
you. 
 

On Wednesday 9th September, Rennie 
Findlay, at 3 North Ness, has agreed to 
open up his home from 11 am to 2 pm to 
allow anyone interested in pursuing solid 
wall insulation the chance to have a look at 
the work undertaken at his house and to an-
swer any questions regarding the insulation. 
 
Two other houses in Orkney that are part of 
the Green Home Network will be showcas-
ing their energy efficient measures during 
this week. On Friday, 11th September be-
tween 2 pm and 4 pm a property in Burray 
will be open, whilst on Saturday 12th Sep-
tember, a property in St Margarets Hope will 
be open from 1 pm until 3pm. Both proper-
ties have a range of technologies installed 

including wind turbines, ground source heat 
pumps and solar water heating systems. 
 
The homeowners of both properties will be 
willing to discuss the energy efficient im-
provements and the renewable systems in-
stalled in their houses and the difference it 
has made to their homes. 
 
There will also be the opportunity to find 
more out about the free advice and support 
available to help you make your home more 
energy efficient . 
 

 

More information about the green Home ener-

gy Week can be found out at the website be-

low: 

 

http://www.greenhomeenergyweek.org.uk 

 

More details of the events can be found here: 

 

http://www.greenhomeenergyweek.org.uk/

open-properties.php 



This is the fourth and final in-

stalment recoun$ng some of 

my adventures from the archae-

ological fieldwork I undertook 

on the Pacific island of Peleliu 

last December. We’re up in the 

northernmost part of Peleliu 

now in an inverted T-shaped 

coralline limestone ridge system 

known locally as the Chemian-

gel Mountains. Unlike the cen-

tral combat zone (described in 

previous ar$cles) the Chemiangel lacks the depth of mul$-

ple layers of ridges which made the Omleblochel Moun-

tains so impregnable. Although equally well defended 

with some of the most sophis$cated cave systems and 

strong points anywhere on the island built by the Imperial 

Japanese Navy, the lack of depth meant the deadly mutu-

ally suppor$ng, interlocking fields of fire so characteris$c 

of the Omleblochel were absent. 

 

Between 26th and 30th September, the 5th Marine Regt 

fought hard for control of the Chemiangel, first pushing up 

through a west-east line of semi-independent peaks 

known as Hill Row before advancing along the narrow 

spinal south-north ridge of the Chemiangel proper. Over 

1500 Imperial Japanese infantry, ar$llerymen and naval 

engineers fought back with everything from rifles, ma-

chine guns and mortars to 37 and 75mm an$-tank guns 

and were so well established in their cave posi$ons that 

when the area was finally declared secure at the end of 

the 4 days, Major Gayle, commander of the 2nd BaEalion, 

qualified the statement maintaining that although US forc-

es held the outside of the hills, the Imperial Japanese s$ll 

held the inside. Radar Hill was one par$cularly steep for-

ma$on at the south eastern $p of the Chemiangel which 

resisted un$l the 1st October as the determined defend-

ers con$nued to blast and dig their way out from their 

caves aDer being sealed in mul$ple $mes. 

 

The northern upland range on Peleliu was a liEle easier to 

find than the 321st Infantry Trail was last year and very 

handily located a short walk away from where we were 

staying. As this is 

the most devel-

oped and popu-

lated area of the 

island we had 

fairly low expec-

ta$ons of what 

we might find 

but once again 

were over-

whelmed by remarkable discoveries. Hill Row was just as 

the history books had warned, very steep and honey-

combed with complex caves. On Hill Row No.1 instead of 

slithering down narrow passages into fully ar$ficial caves 

like in The Horseshoe/Mor$mer Valley, here we just 

ducked our heads as we walked into vast, augmented, 

natural caverns. Mul$ple rooms, connec$ng passages and 

some$mes several levels greeted us as we recorded cach-

es of well-preserved artefacts indica$ng uses including 

ar$llery ammuni$on stores, living quarters and medical/

aid sta$ons. It was here that we were able to make par$c-

ularly good use of the IoHDT portable survey equipment 

to record the complex cave architecture and artefact loca-

$ons. Under the jungle 

canopy we were also 

rewarded with excellent 

discoveries including a 

US water canteen and 

cup with the owners 

name engraved on the 

base and a complete 

Imperial Japanese 75mm 

an$-tank gun with mul$-

ple impact damage from 

US bazooka projec$les. 

 

 

 

Wherever we went on Peleliu we found sites and artefacts 

that had their own story to tell. In some cases it was all 

too clear what trauma$c event had taken place that had 

created the scene that we encountered, in other cases it 

took a bit of detec$ve work to piece together. Even now 8 

months on as I write up the findings into a report, the 

sites and artefacts con$nue to reveal more of their story 

to be told. In these and many other ways Hoy and Peleliu 

are no different from each other. Yes the scale and feroci-

ty of conflict was not the same and the kind of evidence 

that survives is slightly different but both islands have 

remarkable tales from a global struggle to tell through 

outstandingly well preserved material remains. As I used 

to say to the children at North Walls Community School, 

all you have to do is go out and look for the clues that are 

in the landscape all around you, ask them the right ques-

$ons and the past will start to give up its secrets. 

HERITAGE MATTERS :  PELELIU ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 2014: PART 4 
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A 75mm Type 90 Field Gun  
discovered in the jungle 

Inscribed US water canteen 

Recording a cave in Hill Row with 
IoHDT survey equipment  



 

ODYSSEAN—UNUSUAL ARTIST RESIDENCIES ON ORKNEY 

ORKNEY INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FESTIVAL 

PAGE 10 THE BLETHER 

Simon Lee Dicker, an artist based in Somerset, 

has been invited to take part in an exciting resi-

dency programme that is taking place across 

Orkney this September. The residency pro-

gramme is called Odyssean - Unusual artist resi-

dencies on Orkney and has been organised by 

Glasgow based Unit 7 (supported by the Orkney 

Islands Council- Culture Fund). Presentations 

will be held at the Pier Arts Centre, Stromness 2-

5pm Sat 19th September. 

 

Simon is going to be based on Hoy and he’s sent 

the following information about the project and 

his part in it. 

 

Unit 7 is taking 5 UK artists to Orkney this Sep-

tember to carry out unusual residencies in the 

landscape, including; a lighthouse, a beach on a 

golf course, and a bothy full of climbers. We are 

working with the Pier Arts Centre, Orkney Is-

lands Council, RSPB, The Papay Ranger to site 

artists in unusual places and create presenta-

tions at the Pier Arts Centre. 

 

I will be based at the Rackwick Bothy during 14-

18 September that I understand is just a short 

walk to the Old Man of Hoy. 

In the Old Man of Hoy we see a reflection of our-

selves, a tower of red sandstone rising out of the 

sea, revealing the slow but sure passage of geo-

logical time. He is an old man. I plan to spend 

my time on the island searching out the invisible, 

hidden and undiscovered landscapes that exist in 

the shadow, and after the fall, of the Old Man of 

Hoy. 

 

To help with my discovery of the island I am keen 

for local residents, and those with a close con-

nection to Hoy, to suggest places for me to visit 

and experiences to seek out that are not on the 

tourist maps. The more sublime or ridiculous the 

better! With this as my starting point I will use 

my time in Orkney to create an archive, in the 

form of drawings, maps, photographs, video and 

audio recordings that will be developed into a 

new work when I return to my studio. I expect to 

be at the Bothy most evenings and am very happy 

for people to come and find me for a chat. 

 

If people are interested in suggesting locations 

they can contact me directly via 

email simon@simonleedicker.co.uk  letting me 

know (i) their name (ii) the location (ii) how to 

get there (iv) description/reason for visiting this 

site. 

 
For more details visit:  

http://www.unit7glasgow.org/orkney.html 

The Orkney International Science Festival runs for seven days, from Thurs-
day 3 September to Wednesday 9 September 2015, with over 60 events, 
from talks and outings to exhibitions, food and drink, and with music includ-
ing a concert in St Magnus Cathedral. For the full programme of events vis-
it:  
 
Event at the Hoy Kirk—September 4th 2015 
 
Take the 5.45 pm ferry from Stromness to hear Douglas Scott on ancient 
astronomy and Prof. David Stevenson on the changing weather – plus star-
gazing (weather permitting), and soup and bannocks to start the evening. 
Admission free. 
 
Friday evening ferry from Stromness 5.45 pm, back from Moaness in Hoy 
10 pm, details from Orkney Ferries 01856 872044. 



GABLE END THEATRE :  LATE SUMMER PROGRAMME 
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All performances start at 8pm, unless otherwise stated 
 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 5 MUSIC: BRING IN THE SPIRIT, featuring Rod Paterson 

 A four piece, traditional Scottish song collective, ‘Bring In The Spirit’ features Rod 

Paterson, Kirsten Easdale & Gregor Lowrey, with the addition of Marc Duff. Bring In 

The Spirit would also like us all to spare a thought for those in our country who can-

not afford to eat! It is not only in our towns and cities where there are folk who do 

not have enough to eat.  

 

A short presentation will be given by the Trussell Trust at the concert and the band 

ask that you please support your local food bank:  

18 Junction Road, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1AB 

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16s £1. LICENCED BAR 

 

Sat 12  FILM: FORCE MAJEURE 

  A spectacular avalanche in the Swiss Alps kills no one but sets off a timebomb in 

  the emotional lives of a married couple with a young family. 

 

Fri 18  MUSIC: ROB HERON AND THE TEAPAD ORCHESTRA 

 Based in Newcastle Upon Tyne, they play their own brand of Western Swing, Blues, 

Gypsy Jazz and Country, or “North Eastern Swing” as they've coined it. 

Their style is more eclectic than most, influenced by early 20th century American 

music, with the addition of “razor-sharp” solos, great arrangements and original 

songs; their music harks back to a golden age whilst staying perfectly modern. 

http://www.teapadorchestra.co.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/robheronandtheteapadorchestra 

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16s £1. LICENCED BAR 

 

Fri 25  FILM: WOMAN IN GOLD 

Helen Mirren stars as a Jewish American who takes on the Austrian government to 

recover a famous Klimt portrait of her aunt that was stolen by the Nazis. 
OCTOBER 

Sun 4  FILM: BILLY'S NIGHT OOT 2015 

Provisional information on this annual event: to include examples of John Findlay's 

work with films as well as a section of archive film, "Britain Prepared: A Visit to the 

Grand Fleet", to mark the centenary of it being shot in Scapa Flow in 1915. 

 

Fri 9   FILM:WILD TALES (Cert. 15) 

An assemblage of six tales, dark and hilarious, satirical and farcical, of the respons-

es of ordinary people to the outrages and annoyances put on them by fate and pet-

ty officialdom. 

 

Fri 23   FILM: THE THIRD MAN (Cert. 12A) 

Beautifully restored and back on the big screen, perhaps the greatest of British 

thrillers, brought about by the coming together of Graham Greene (writer), Carol 

Reed (director) and Orson Welles (actor), and the chance discovery of an unknown 

zither player in a Viennese café called Anton Karas.  



ST COLUMBA’S PARISH     

CHURCH     

 

The Congrega$on warmly welcome 

you to join us on Sundays at 11.15am, with $me 

to chat aDer the service over coffee, tea or juice.  

 

(Sco: 23194) 

Scapa Flow Visitor Centre and 

Museum 

 

2015 OPENING HOURS 

MAY – SEPTEMBER 

Mon - Sun 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Mon – Sat 10.00am – 4.30pm 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

 
All meetings are open to the general public, and 
held at North Walls Community School, except 

where noted meeting dates for 2015 are:- 

 

Friday 13 November 2015 at 6.45 p.m  

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

We should always aim for the moon ... 
because if we don't quite make it, we'll 

still end up amongst the stars. 

Martello Tower and Hackness Battery 
 

The site will be closed on Wednesdays 
and close early at 16:00 on Thursdays 
until the end of the season (30th Sep-
tember) or until further notice. We are 
currently unable to provide staff cover 
seven days per week. 

Wild Heather Craft shop 
 
Open Monday to Saturday  
9.30 am to 4.30 pm 
Showcases local arts and crafts, the perfect gifts 
Also stocks preserves and Fairtrade 
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GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
No job too large or small, one off 
projects, or regular maintenance. 
 
30 years experience,  
fully insured. 
 
Call Gary on 701789 
Wateringhouse 
 

North Walls Centre 
Badminton  

At the North Walls Centre  
every Saturday and Tuesday night 
at 8pm 
 
For more information,  
please contact William 
Lancaster 791248 or  
Adam Clark 791255 

Longhope Lifeboat Museum 

are at the Blue Door from  

14th—19th September 2015. 

 

To help or to donate please 

contact Kevin Kirkpatrick 

LUNCHES @ KIRKSIDE , 
Longhope 

 
Thurs 3

rd
 September 

Thurs 1
st 
October 

Thurs 5
th 
November 

12 til 1.30pm 
 

Soup, sandwiches and homebakes 
available for a donation of £2.50 

 

(sco:23194) 

 

Orkney International 
Science Festival 2015 

 

Event at the Hoy Kirk 

Douglas Scott on Ancient Astronomy and Prof 
David Stevenson on the changing weather. 

Soup and bannocks to start the evening. 

Admission free. 

4th September 2015 

Friday evening ferry from Stromness 5.45 pm, 
back from Moaness in Hoy 10 pm, details from 
Orkney Ferries 01856 872044. 

 

Orkney Norway Friendship Association 

Friday September 17th 7 pm at the Hoy Kirk 

 

Concert and video of Norwegian Scenery fol-
lowed by a variety of refreshments. Raffles. 

All welcome 

Admission by donation 

Further details: Ishbel Borland 851043 

Craft Club— Fridays 2.30 pm to 

4.30 pm at The Shore, Longhope   

 

All Welcome 



 

June 

 

Total rainfall for month 

88.7mm 

 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 14.4mm on 21st. 

Highest max. temp. 24.2c on 30th. 

Lowest max. temp. 11.1c on 13th. 

Ave. max. temp. 13.5c 

Lowest min. temp. 3.3c on 21st. 

Highest min. temp. 15.2c on 30th. 

Ave. min. temp. 8.0c 

Ave. temp. for June 10.75c 

 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (October) must be submitted by 5th  October 2015 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITI

ES .CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

WEATHER ROUND UP FOR JUNE AND JULY 2015 

Date: 23rd September 2015 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Mee�ng 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or ques$ons, please contact Debs 

prior to the mee$ng 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

July 

 

Total rainfall for month 93mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 14.9mm on 7th. 

Highest max. temp. 24.5c on 1st. This has been the 

hoEest day of year so far! 

Lowest max. temp. 12.5c on 18th. 

Ave. max. temp. 15.25c 

Lowest min. temp. 3.9c on 25th 

Highest min. temp. 12.0c on 1st. 

Ave. min. temp. 8.8c 

Ave. temp. for July 12.0c 

 

 

 


