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Welcome to the eight-

eenth issue of THE 
BLETHER.  

The December issue in-
cludes news from the 
RNLI, North Walls 
School and the IoHDT.. 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a massive 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors to 
the twelfth issue and 
for the use of their 
photographs. 

 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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lettering.  The Community Council had also been 
made aware that a local man, Alexander Walter 
Sinclair, who served in the Canadian Merchant 
Navy, had never been listed on the memorial, hav-
ing lost his life during World War II.  Therefore 
during remedial work this name was added.  On 
Remembrance Sunday, there was a service of re-
dedication. 
 
During the cleaning of the memorial it was discov-
ered that the Celtic stone cross was slightly loose, 
so the contractor secured the cross to stabilise it 
prior to further remedial work being done. The 
Community Council is currently looking for fund-
ing to get this work done.  Unfortunately, due to 
its location, it will be necessary to hire a crane to 
lift the cross, a couple of new rods will then be 
inserted and it will be secured back into position.  
The Community Council is also seeking further 
funding in order to make the memorial more ac-
cessible from the road. 
 
Trish Avis  
 

Clerk to the Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community 
Council 
 
Photo by Mary Harris 

Longhope War Memorial was erected in 1921 and 
is now a class C listed structure.  A granite Celtic 
cross with an inscribed base and plinth, it sits upon 
a rock faced sandstone base and is surrounded by a 
low perimeter wall.  It was designed to be in an 
elevated position facing northwards to the sea and 
was erected as a memorial to the people of the par-
ish, who died in the First Wold War, with the 
names of those who died in the Second World 
War added to the base of the memorial. 
 
The Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community Coun-
cil were successful in obtaining a grant from the 
War Memorial Trust to clean and repaint the lead 

The Oil Tank at Scapa Flow visitor Centre & Museum made an 
unusual concert venue in November, when the duo Nae Plans - 

pianist/vocalist/flautist Hamish Napier and fiddler Adam Suther-

land - gave a short performance in advance of their evening 
show at the Gable End. The pair loved the venue and, after 

raiding the dressing-up box, used the 10-second resonance to 
great effect in a number of songs and slow airs. 

 
If you want to listen to the recording, there is a short film on 

Nae Plans’ website. It’s a truly stunning sound and well worth a 

listen. 
 

 
http://www.naeplans.co.uk/uncategorized/nae-plans-reverberating-scapa-flow/ 

 

Whilst the museum is closed, you can keep up to date with what is happening in the Arts, Museums and 
Heritage Service by following us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/pages/Orkney-Arts-Museums-and-Heritage 

L ONGHOPE W AR M EMORIAL 

NAE PLANS ON STAGE IN THE O IL T ANK ! 

P AGE 2 THE BLETHER 



C OULD YOU BE AN SAS VOLUNTEER? 
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As we all know the Island of Hoy is a very spe-
cial place to live, with all the wonderful scen-
ery and its remarkable history, but what makes 
it even more remarkable is the simple fact that 
its community is just about self sustaining. We 
have the best medical care and home care in 
Orkney. But all this has to come at a cost. 
Hoy’s volunteers man all the Emergency ser-
vices, and we are the only island apart from 
Mainland to support a fully crewed Lifeboat. 
We also have a committed Fire Station crew, 
and not forgetting Hoy’s Coastguards. 
 
The ambulance is run by the Scottish Ambu-
lance Service, or the SAS, as I like to call it. It 
is the silent service. Many families have used 
the services of the ambulance based here on 
the island, whether it’s in the form of a simple 
Patient Transfer, or a more serious medical 
emergency, so I am sure that you will appreci-
ate that this service must be maintained. 
 
To put this last statement in to some sort of 
context, a question. 
 
Can you guess how many times the Ambulance 
w a s  c a l l e d  o u t  i n  t h e  p a s t 
year..............Surprisingly over 40. 

The numbers of folk who can volunteer for all 
of these services are limited, and some are in-
volved in more than one, which, is in my mind, 
admirable. 
 
But now the point of this appeal. Just before 
you turn over the page. We don't need your 
money, or raffle prizes or even goods for the 
Blue Door. 
 
What we need is your help to continue the ser-
vice. We need more people to volunteer to 
drive the ambulance! 
 
Our team has been depleted in numbers over 
the past year, the result of work and family 
commitments, and we have been very sorry to 
see so many of our crew members having to 
leave us. 
 
So if you think that you might like to consider 
joining us please contact Teresa at the Sur-
gery, or alternatively call me at home on 
791007. 
 
We can have a chat and I can tell you how 
worthwhile the service is or just come along to 
our next meeting at the Health Centre, and 
meet the crews. 
 
Have a very Happy and Safe and Healthy 
Christmas. 
 
Thank You 
 
Mike Webster 
SAS Co-Ordinator, Hoy and Walls. 

 
 

According to an item in the Times magazine on Saturday 6th December: 
 
Hoy, Orkney—Hoy is the second largest of the 72 Orkney Islands. Uninhabited by humans, 
it is home to seals, puffins, whales, dolphins and otters. 
 
Not quite sure what they’re saying about us?!?! Or do they know something we don’t? 

U NINHABITED BY HUMANS? 



 

 

 

 

The festive season is generally a time for con-
sideration and reflection and although there's 
undoubtedly merit in doing so, it's also good 
to look forward. With a number of different 
projects on the horizon for the island, and 
particularly Lyness, 2015 could be a very in-
teresting year. 
 
Banffshire based Northern Oils have now 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
Orkney Islands Council regarding the under-
ground tanks at Lyness which paves the way 
for them to begin exploratory works on the 
site over the next 12 months. The due dili-
gence process is due to commence early in the 
New Year with an expected completion by the 
summer of 2015. By the autumn of 2015, it is 
hoped that the underground tanks will be op-
erational as a strategic storage and forward 
supply base for marine gas oil. 
 
As part of their community engagement proc-
ess, Northern Oils also intends to open the 
tanks, at an appropriate juncture in the works 
plan, for an open day to the public as there has 
been much interest in bringing this war time 
facility back into action. 
 
With a slightly longer lead-in time is the pro-
posal to restore the existing naval buildings 
which make up the Scapa Flow Visitor Centre 
and Museum, namely the Pump House, Oil 
Tank and Romney Hut. Following on from a 
successful stage 1 application to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, plans, briefs and strategies are 
now in the development stage, which will re-
sult in a stage 2 application to HLF.  
 
As well as restoring the older buildings it is 
planned to create a new museum building 
alongside the Pump House which will house 
new displays as well as the more practical fa-
cilities such as toilets, shop, café, staff accom-

modation, education space and community 
information space. The new area will allow 
displays to be removed from the Pump 
House, so that they can be interpreted 
properly, based on their role in the war. 
The extra space will also allow more 
thought to be given to the museum arte-
facts and the stories that need to be told 
about Lyness, the naval base itself and key 
stories around events such as the scuttling 
of the German Fleet, the loss of the Royal 
Oak and the Hampshire, and what life was 
like in Hoy and Orkney during the war for 
local people. A key element of the project is 
to work with the local community, and 
other stakeholders, and is intended that 
meetings will be held with the public, via 
the IoHDT, early in 2015 as ideas and 
plans are developed.  
It's anticipated that the stage 2 application 
will be submitted in to HLF in the autumn 
of next year and hopefully, all being well, 
for work to commence from Spring 2016.  
 
On a perhaps more practical level, the 
status of the North Walls Junior Secondary 
is due to be discussed again early in the 
New Year. The new Executive Director of 
Education, Leisure and Housing, Wilf 
Weir, has visited the school and has tasked 
officers with pulling together information 
regarding potential school roll numbers 
and the options available to the depart-
ment. Contact has been made with the Par-
ents Council and it is hoped that dates can 
be arranged, before Spring, for meetings 
with the PC, department officers, Council-
lors and members of the community, to 
discuss the issues. Hopefully a report will 
also feature in a future edition of THE BLE-

THER. 

 
Some interesting times ahead! 
 
Have a happy Christmas and a peaceful 
2015. 
 
Rob Crichton 

C OUNCIL COMMENT—LOOKING A HEAD 
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Almost a year ago, the IoHDT 

was awarded a grant from the 

Climate Challenge Fund (CCF) 

to enable fully certified energy 

assessment surveys to be car-

ried out on every domestic property on Hoy. Cur-

rently, this phase of the Affordable Warmth and 

Service Support (AWSS) project is in month 14 of its 

17 month programme. 

 

Whilst the CCF project is still running (i.e. until the 

end of March 2015), all survey work will be done on 

a free of charge basis. The surveys result in an EPC 

(energy performance certificate) and OA 

(Occupancy Assessment) for each property, with 

projections (and last year’s data on passenger 

usage – presented at the open meeting), we can 

prolong the service until the end of 2015 (once 

funding from the Bus Service Operators Grant is 

confirmed) but propose to cut the Saturday ser-

vice and, the 11.50 service from Longhope-

Lyness (return) on three days during the week - a 

reduction of 15.6%. If this change in service will 

significantly affect your likely/regular use of the 

bus, please let us know so we can do our best to 

accommodate your requirements. 

 

Meantime, we were unsuccessful in our recent 

OIC tender bid to run a local bus route on Hoy 

for one day a week. However, the Council has 

asked us to re-tender for this when it is re-

advertised in the next few weeks and we are 

hopeful of success this time. We are also one of 

four remaining (of 26 original) applications still 

being considered for Transport Scotland’s Bus 

investment fund – an application to re-instate a 

Hoy-Hopper type service for the summer. We 

will also be applying for funds from the recently 

advertised Enhanced Demand Responsive Trans-

port Initiative (Community Transport)  - deadline 

5
th

 January 2016. 

 

IoHDT Bus sub-group 

With Big Lottery 

support for the 

Hoy and Walls 

Community Bus 

service due to 

end this month, 

we have been 

busy trying to ensure its survival and continua-

tion into the future. Following on from the dis-

cussions held at the open meeting back in early 

September, a number of financial models have 

been drawn up on how the service may continue 

to be supported (and subsidised). 

 

As you can appreciate, the long-term sustainabil-

ity of this service (in whatever form) relies upon 

diverse (sometimes short-term/one-off) income 

streams from a range of public, charitable and 

private sources. Thus, planning for its financial 

stability for the medium and long-term is far 

from easy or straightforward and is based on 

ever-changing models of future grant income, 

enhanced usage and timetabling. 

 

We are pleased to inform island residents that 

we can continue the service in its current form 

until the end of March 2015 with no changes to 

the daily timetable. Based on current financial 

U PDATE ON THE BUSES 

P AGE 5  ISSUE 1 8 

thermal imaging/measurement and damp detection 

also available upon request. The EPC and OA are 

lodged on the relevant national registers affording 

qualification for applications to a range of Scottish 

Government and Local Authority grant schemes for 

energy efficiency measures.  The survey also provide 

an obligation free list of recommendations. 

 

Personal or property specific information you may 

provide will be kept in confidence and in accordance 

with current Data Protection requirements. 

 

For more details, or to request a survey date, please 

call the IoHDT office on 701356 or Brian Clegg on 

701816. 

A FFORDABLE WARMTH SCHEME 



Class One wrote comments about Enterprise Afternoon 

I was friendly and polite to customers because I said hello and goodbye.  I worked hard with my part-

ner.  I worked at guess the sweeties in the jar.  Zara 
 

I worked hard helping at the treasure map stall. I was polite to the customers.  Guessing the sweeties 

in the jar was fun! Stefany 
 

I worked with Fergus and I worked well with him, very well. The button on our game broke so we tried 

to make it go.  Craig 
 

I was friendly and polite to customers and I worked well with my team mates.  Me and my team mates 

never left no body at our activity.  I gave customers the right change if they gave me more money I 

would give them change. Nuala 
 

At Enterprise Day I helped with the Lego Challenge.  Then I had a go at guess the name of the dog.  

Then I had a go at guess how many sweeties are in the jar and I had a go at the lego challenge and 

bought some of Class One's cakes.  Joseph  
 

I made a poster about Mary's Meals.  Connor T 
 

I won a big box of chocolates!  Tom 
 

I worked really well with Zara making a poster.  Janet 
 

I helped at the measuring quiz. Connor E 
 

I knew that if customers gave us exactly the right amount of money I did not have to give them any 

change but if they gave me more money I would have to give them change.  Corban 
  
We worked well with Class Two. Class Two helped Class One do their activity.  Lora 
 

I worked with Morwen and Bryonie to do the Sales Table.  We got lots of money and I had fun.  Lachlan 
 

I worked right well with the raffle.  Lots of customers bought raffle tickets.  Ruby 

 

NORTH W ALLS SCHOOL E NTERPRISE A FTERNOON 
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M ORE ON NORTH W ALLS SCHOOL ’S E NTERPRISE D AY 
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Saturday 6th December saw the launch of the 
latest book from The Orcadian: 

 
The Orkney Book of 
Wildflowers: Wild-
flowers by habitat – 
from shore to hilltop 
by Tim Dean and 
Anne Bignall and is a 
sister volume to The 
Orkney Book of 
Birds. 

 

Written by Tim and illustrated by Anne, the 
new book takes the reader on a colourful jour-
ney through ten flower-rich habitats – from 
sea level to the top of Hoy’s Ward Hill. 
 
To find out more or to see some of the illustra-
tions, check out their facebook page. 
www.facebook.com/pages/The-Orkney-Book-
of-Wildflowers 
 
Alternatively, (or indeed as well!) how about 
Naturally Orkney – a stunning book of won-
derful photographs by Raymond Besant, 
showcasing the amazing wildlife and scenery 
of Orkney. Naturally Orkney includes some 
unique images from the islands' outdoors; a 
Red Throated Diver, sitting on her nest, being 

Read on to find out about our Enterprise Day to 
raise money for charity! 

 
On Wednesday 26th November, North Walls had an 
amazing Enterprise Day. Involved in this fundraising 
event were Class 1 and Class 2, also the teachers 
a n d  s t a f f  h e l p e d  a  l o t  t o o . 
Everyone had a stall; class one pupils went with 
class two. The stalls included 'name the dog', 'lego 
tower challenge', 'guess how many sweets in the 
jar' and more. We baked delicious carrot, pineapple 
and coconut muffins and tray bakes and decorated 
plant pots for spider plants. Some Mums and Dads 
brought in bakes for the sale. People also donated 
home bakes and raffle prizes. 

 
The Enterprise Day started at 2pm. The wet area at 
school was packed with people. Mums and Dads, 
Aunties, Uncles, Grannies, Grandads and the Haey 
Hope Club. We were raising money for Mary's 

Meals, which provides hot meals for children who 
go to school starving in places like Uganda, India 
and Liberia. The other charity was Water Aid 
which provides clean water to people in Africa. 
It was super fun and the amount we raised was 
great. Hopefully the money will help people 
through Water Aid and Mary's Meals. We hope 
everyone enjoyed the event as much as we did. 
The whopping amount of £250 was raised for 
charity so we would like to thank everybody who 
came to the event and gave generously to make 
it a success. 
 
 
Teachers' noteTeachers' noteTeachers' noteTeachers' note: one of the successes of this pro-
ject is that children develop an understanding 
that while sometimes it might be straightforward 
to simply donate money to charity, other times 
it's important to plan, prepare and participate in 
events to see how much effort is required to put 
on a fundraising event. 

S TILL LOOKING FOR CHRISTMAS P RESENTS? 

pestered by midgies; an 
inquisitive young seal, 
nosing and nudging a 
hand-held underwater 
camera; an otter, wres-
tling with a huge, freshly 
caught Conger Eel. This 
book has made the 
shortlist for the Favour-
ite Scottish Nature Pho-

tography Book Awards.  
 
Whilst in the book shop, also have a look at 
John Findlay’s Swona Revisited. See below for 
The Orcadian’s write up: 

 
This second volume not only 
sets out to develop certain 
themes contained in the first 
book but also introduces 
new material and images 
which touch on aspects  of 
the islanders’ lives and 
times, especially that of the 
Rosies, the last remaining 
family who solely occupied 
the island.  
 

 
All available from the Orcadian Book Shop. 



Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope 
T: 07709 692811 or 01856 701924 E: maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

L ONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS  
BY M AR Y H ARR IS , VOL UNT EER L IFEB OAT P R ESS OFFIC ER FOR L ONGHOPE 
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These days the sun seems to rise either in a 
blaze of vibrant colour or it remains hidden, 
sulking behind a damp blanket of grey coldness 
with the wind never far away. But whatever the 
weather the Lifeboat Guild has once again been 
busy behind the scenes preparing and then pre-
senting the Xmas Bazaar to raise funds for the 
RNLI. Although the main event is held in the 
YM in Longhope many of you may be unaware 
that it has now become a custom to take a 
smaller version of this bazaar to our neighbour-
ing islands of Flotta and Graemsay. 
 
This year, although bitterly cold, the seas were 
kind and the sun shone on our trip to Graem-
say. On reaching the pier, a huddle of shivering 
guild members with piles of bazaar boxes and 
bags were bundled into a fleet of typical island 
cars and sort of 'whisked away' to the warmth 
of their lovely old hall. Tea and home bakes 
were waiting and it seemed the whole island 
had come, which was admirable seeing that 
their Harvest Home festivities were only just 
over. This year we had the pleasure of Archie's 
brother James who played the accordion and 
filled the hall with music and tunes from by-
gone days. It was the icing on the cake. The life-
boat crew were also squeezed into cars and 
brought into the warmth of the hall and the 
presence of the crew, donned in yellow oilskins 
and wellies, drinking tea with the wonderful 

folk of Graemsay made it all seem so worth-
while.  
 
It never ceases to amaze me how members of the 
guild and the lifeboat crew give up their time to 
organise these events and make them happen in 
a happy, sometimes chaotic, often hilarious man-
ner but always with a positive attitude. The lo-
gistics of taking a bazaar over to another island 
can be quite a challenge when weather, tides and 
other events all have an influence on the out-
come. But the reward is astonishing both in 
Longhope and 'abroad'. The goodness, kindness, 
loyalty and encouragement  from folk who make 
the effort to come out and support these events is 
always remarkable. It appears that although 
these small communities are quite isolated they 
have a strong historical bond to the RNLI and 
they appreciate RNLI Longhope keeping that 
link alive. They certainly show this appreciation 
by their continual generosity to the charity that 
saves lives at sea. 
 
So to the folk of Hoy and Walls, Flotta and 
Graemsay we would like to thank you all for 
your support and contributions and for the total 
amount of £2776.69 that you raised for the RNLI.  
Also many thanks to the various businesses that 
donated prizes and gifts; to lovely Father Christ-
mas and to Geordie for opening the bazaar this 
year. A special thanks too for the great postcards 
designed and gifted to us from Elizabeth Lovick 
of Flotta.  
 
Of course I have to mention and thank, Hector 
the dog, who seems to have become the lifeboat 
mascot and has a huge fan club in Flotta, Graem-
say and with RNLI supporters in the cyberworld 
of the internet! Finally thank you to the Guild, 
once more a sterling effort from a great bunch of 
folk and new members are always very welcome.  
 
RNLI Longhope would like to wish you all a 
very Peaceful and Happy Christmas and New 
Year. Thank you. 
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believed that Peleliu could be taken in less than four 

days. 73 days of savage fighting later, the US fatalities 

had exceeded the Allied death toll on all five Nor-

mandy D-Day beaches combined and of the 11,000 

Japanese defenders, only 19 men survived. Some 

3000 forced labourers also died, the majority of 

which came from Korea but people from Okinawa 

and other nearby Micronesian islands also lost their 

lives. 

 

Just like Hoy, the remains of such a materially intense 

conflict can be found all over Peleliu. Although much 

of the jungle vegetation has recovered since the war, 

it doesn’t take much looking before one stumbles 

across the rusting hulk of a burnt out tank or the 

shell-damaged remains of a concrete building. In the 

steep, unforgiving limestone ridges where the fight-

ing was fiercest, a labyrinth of hundreds of caves and 

tunnels can be found which served as homes as well 

as fighting positions for the Japanese defenders. 

Much of this year’s archaeological survey is focusing 

on identifying and recording caves in the northern 

part of the ridge system.  The caves are often par-

tially concealed and inaccessible involving a challeng-

ing trek through jungle and around sink holes to 

reach them. Access involves crawling on knees and 

belly, down slopes and past metal barrel barricades 

peppered with bullet holes, twisted heavy machine 

guns and dismembered field artillery pieces. Once 

inside the narrow passageways are found strewn 

with artefacts ranging from cookware, glass sake bot-

tles and medical supplies to ammunition stockpiles, 

gas masks and personal combat equipment. 

 

(Continued on page 10) 

By the time you read this, I 

will be on the other side of 

the world. 

 

As the Legacies of Conflict 

project drew to a close in 

September, I was often 

asked what I would be go-

ing on to do when my time 

on Hoy came to an end. I 

don’t think many who 

asked quite expected the 

reply they received. Since November I have been 

working on a new project as part of a team from the 

University of Aberdeen. This project focuses on the 

incredible WWII legacy of another small island, this 

time located in the Republic of Palau, an archipelago 

of some 100 small islands situated in the western-

most region of Micronesia in the Pacific, north of 

New Guinea and to the east of the Philippines. Be-

tween 15
th

 September and 27
th

 November 1944 the 

island of Peleliu was the scene of some of the fierc-

est and bloodiest fighting of the Pacific war. 

 

The battle for control of the island and its strategic 

airfield was undertaken in order to secure the flank 

of the planned United States campaign to retake the 

Philippines from Japanese forces and move within 

striking distance of the Japanese home islands. It 

was the first assault in the Pacific theatre of war 

where American forces encountered a highly sophis-

ticated Japanese defence strategy involving inter-

locking concealed defences and a protracted 

‘guerrilla’ form of warfare not unlike the insurgent 

tactics employed nowadays. The American command 

H ERITAGE MAT TERS :   
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Gavin Lindsay 

A Typical Cave Interior – sake bottlesordnance & military kit 

A US Sherman Tank on Peleliu, destroyed by an I.E.D. 



Working with local volunteers and unexploded ordnance 

experts, the other archaeologists and I will be trying to 

document this incredible archaeological resource as best 

we can over the first couple of weeks in December. I’m 

going to be employing survey techniques that I devel-

oped on Hoy during the Legacies of Conflict project util-

ising the same portable, lightweight digital measuring 

(Continued from page 9) 

HERITAGE MAT TERS CONTINUE D 
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As you know from Gavin’s regular columns, 
the first phase of the funded Legacies of Con-
flict project has finally come to an end. At the 
same time, work on the new function room 
and wider refurbishment of the Y.M. has also 
now been completed. With some unspent 
funds remaining from the Wartime Heritage 
Project, IoHDT and the Y.M. committee ap-
proached the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
seeking permission to use some of these 
funds to support a wartime-themed celebra-
tion event in the YM. 
 
The plan (now agreed by HLF) is to re-create 
the interior and reproduce the atmosphere 

(and even menu) of one of the wartime 
dances held on the island, with a 1940s 
style swing/dance band to provide authen-
tic music.  Dress will be 1940s civilian or 
military style and the event will be pro-
moted Orkney-wide, with hopefully (if 
funds allow) a ferry laid on for those at-
tending off-island. 
 
Dates are to be confirmed soon, but will 
likely be towards the end of February or 
March 2015. 
 
Meantime we’d love to hear from anyone 
who can provide information, memories, 
photo’s etc about wartime dances held on 
Hoy, and would welcome any further ideas 
about how to make this as authentic and 
enjoyable as possible. We want to make this 
event a great success and show folks how 
Hoy can put on a party - as well as showcas-
ing our wartime heritage project and our 
newly refurbished Y.M. 
 
Anyone wishing to help, please contact Jo  
joannamwill@msn.com 

The Peleliu War Museum – Then & Now 

equipment that volunteers and I used to map 

the wartime sites around Rackwick and Rin-

nigill. We also have access to wartime archive 

photographs taken during the battle and I will 

be trying to match up the images with sites that 

survive today, just like I did on Hoy. This is the 

second time I have been involved in a survey of 

WWII remains on Peleliu so I have a good idea 

of what to expect but I am particularly excited 

about taking ideas and experience that I have 

gained whilst living and working on Hoy and 

using it to try and better understand the impact 

of WWII on a small island on the opposite side 

of the world.  

 

Check back next issue to hear how I got on. 

 

Gavin Lindsay 

A W ARTIME- THEMED CELEBRATION E VENT IN THE YM 



G ABLE E ND T HEATRE 

D ECEMBER/NEW Y EAR PROGRAMME 2014-2015 
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All performances start at 8 pm unless stated otherwise  
 
DECEMBER 
Fri 19/Sat 20  PANTOMIME: SLEPT BEAUTY 
  By Lindsay Hall 

First performed in the Hoy Hall many years ago, it returns to the stage at the 
Gable End with some familiar faces and some new talent, but with all the usual 
panto fun & games. 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENING: 8pm 
SATURDAY MATINEE: 1pm 
 
TICKETS £5/ UNDER-16S £1 
 Please note that under-16s must be accompanied by an adult 

 

Light refreshments served in the Interval at all performances 
LICENCED BAR FOR EVENING PERFORMANCES  
 
BOOKING ADVISABLE.  TEL: 701301 
 

Mon 22  MUSIC: FARA 
  Plus support from JACK KIRKPATRICK & GRAHAM RORIE! 

Fara are a new Orkney folk/trad band, many of whom have previously delighted 
us at the Gable End in different line-ups - Catriona Price, Jeana Leslie, Kris-
tan Harvey and Louise Bichan on fiddle, with Jennifer Austin on piano. All 
Orcadian, they are now based in Glasgow/Edinburgh, so catch them whilst 
they're here. 
We’re also very pleased to be welcoming back local star Jack Kirkpatrick, to-
gether with Graham Rorie. Again, a chance to hear great music from local tal-
ent. 
A GREAT START TO CHRISTMAS WEEK! 
https://soundcloud.com/faragirls 
https://www.facebook.com/FaraOrkney 
TICKETS £10/ UNDER-16S £1. 
Please note that under-16s must be accompanied by an adult 
LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

 

AND TO GET THE NEW YEAR OFF TO A FLYING START….. 
JANUARY 
Fri 9   MUSIC: SALTFISHFORTY 

Saltfishforty are the multi-talented duo Douglas Montgomery on fiddle, viola, 
mandolin & stomp, and Brian Cromarty on vocals, guitar, mandola & mandolin. 
They’ve packed the house on their two previous visits, so make sure not to miss 
them this time round. A lively evening out guaranteed! 
http://www.saltfishforty.co.uk/about/ 
TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S £1; LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 
7pm 
 

Forthcoming events and the film programme will be announced in the New Year. If you would 
like to join our mailing list for up to date information about our programme, please email 
gable.end.theatre@gmail.com. 

 



Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year 

From  

THE BLETHER 

Hoy Centre  
 

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wi-Fi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

 

(There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-

formation in the area)  

When you've tried the free Wi-Fi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000who will contact the doctor. 

Thought for the day 

One who fears failure limits his activities 
Failure is only the opportunity 
to more intelligently begin again. 

 
Henry Ford 

NOTICEBOARD 

P AGE 1 2 THE BLETHER 

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, 

First meeting for 2015:- 

Friday 16th January  

6:45pm North Walls Community School 

School Nativity Play 
2-3.30 pm  

17th December 2014 
 

Music, songs, home bakes, 
drinks and raffle 



Christmas and New Year  
at the Stromabank Hotel 

 
The hotel will be closed on Christmas Day 

and January 1st and 2nd. 
 

Open from 9 pm on Boxing Day  
for Music Night 

 

 

 

P AGE 1 3  ISSUE 1 8 

D ATES FOR D IARIES 

Carnival Dance 

At the YM 

Monday 29th December 2014 

Come along and join  

the seasonal celebrations 

Hoy and Walls Community Bus 

 

There will be no service on Christ-

mas Day, Boxing Day and January 

1st and 2nd. Timetable as normal 

on all other days. 

Wild Heather 

Craft Shop 
Winter Opening Hours 

October - March  

Fridays & Saturdays 11am - 3.30pm  

Anchor Bar 

 

Open as normal throughout the festive 
season except for Christmas Day and 
New Years Day, open from 7pm to 

9pm. 



October 

 

Total rainfall 158.1mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

24.2mm on 6th. 

Highest max. temp. 17c on 18th. 

Lowest max. temp. 10c on 21st. 

Ave. max. temp. 12.89c 

Lowest min. temp. 2.5c 29th. 

Highest min. temp. 12.9c on 18th. 

Ave. temp. for Oct. 10.41c 

Slightly lower than last year which was 10.62c 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
Snail Mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next (February) issue must be submitted by 5th February 2015 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITIES .
CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

W EATHER ROUND UP FOR OCTOBER 2014/NOVEMBER 2014  

November 
 

Total rainfall 108.1mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 21.1mm on 15th. 

A dry Nov. compared with last year which was 199mm. 

Highest max. temp. 12.5c on 13th. 

Lowest max. temp. 8.5c on 5th. 

Ave. max. temp. 10.72c 

Lowest min. temp. 1.1c on 9th. 

Highest min. temp. 10.6 on 14th. 

Ave. min. temp. 6.48c 

Ave. temp. for Nov. 8.60c 

A warmer Nov. than last year which was 6.95c 

Many thanks to Jeff! 

 

            

Island of Hoy Development Trust
 

Island of Hoy Development Trust

Electric Vehicle 

Loan Scheme
The IoHDT Electric Vehicle can be loaned out on a daily basis, for 

Island Residents to Trial,

please contact the Trust Project Manager, Steven Rhodes,  

on 701356 for more information or e-mail 

steven.rhodes.iohdt@gmailcom

Date: 14th January 2015 

Time: 7.30 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development AGM 
Postponed from 10th December 2014 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Debs 

prior to the meeting 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 


