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Welcome to the twen-

ty-fourth issue of THE 
BLETHER.  

The December issue in-
cludes a whole host of 
interesting things! 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

Many thanks to all of 
the contributors to 
the twenty-third is-
sue and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 

Do please get in touch if 
you have anything you’d 
like to share with the 
community! 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Laura Johnston—during her recent trip to the Himalayas 
to compete in the gruelling Everest Marathon. 
 
Thankfully, Laura is home again safely after her amazing trek to the base 
of Everest where she completed the toughest and highest marathon in the 
world. This is a massive achievement and I think I can safely say that the 
folk of this island (and beyond) are mighty proud of you, Laura. 
 
As you all probably know by now, the aim of this fantastic journey was to 
raise funds for both the Sherpa and Longhope Communities. Laura paid 
for her flights and all other expenses from her own savings. We tentatively 
set the target of £1000 on the High Hopes facebook page with a link to the 
Virgin Fundraising web page. It has been incredible to see the donations 
coming in and we burst through the top of the fundraising gauge with a 
sensational £1257.25 including Gift Aid. 
 
There are sponsor forms dotted about the place and people have also been 
sending in cheques and donations. We have banked another £1617.49 so, 

that makes a total of £2874.74 so far and we still have some more to col-
lect. It will be a real triumph if we reach £3,000.00. We hope to collect all 

remaining donations from the sponsor forms by the New Year. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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During her journey Laura got to know some of the Sherpa 
folk and I think she was greatly moved by these gentle peo-
ple. She saw some of the devastation caused by those hor-
rific earthquakes and witnessed the effort involved in re-
building at such high and isolated places. She has stood in 
villages very similar to Langtang where some two million 
cubic metres of debris came down the mountainside. 
 
Exerpt from a BBC News Feature: 
Brian Collins from the US Geological Survey visited the af-
termath: "It started off as a snow and ice avalanche some-
where above 5,000m and then slid over 1,000m before go-
ing off a cliff and into free-fall for about 500m; and that 
free-fall was really the damaging aspect of it. It had collect-
ed a lot of material on the way down and it landed directly 
on the village." 
 
 

The scientists have calculated that the mass 
of snow, ice and rock hit the valley floor 
with the energy equivalent to half a Hiro-
shima nuclear bomb. The part of Langtang 
not buried was destroyed in an airblast. 
 
"There's another part of the village that was 
completely blown away by the landslide or 
avalanche winds, which we estimate were 
somewhere in the EF-5 Tornado range, 
strong enough to completely blow away 
stone-slab hotels." More than 350 people 
perished at Langtang. And that was only a 
small part of this tragic disaster. 

 
Thank you, Laura, for giving us the insight, 
opportunity and inspiration to help these 
wonderful Sherpa people. It may not be 
much considering the huge amount of mend-
ing to be done in Nepal, but just the fact that 
these devastated people know that they are 
not having to face this disaster in isolation 
must mean something. They will see that 
there are small communities and individuals 
all over the world trying their best and 
reaching out their hands to them. Therefore, 
thanks to you, Laura, and to everyone who 
has donated, Orkney is there too. 
 

Mary Harris 
Photos supplied by Laura Johnston 

H IGH HOPES CONTINUED 
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Another busy visitor season came to an end on Sat-
urday 31 October when the museum closed its doors 
for the winter, but that doesn’t mean that work has 
stopped. 

Some of our 
artefacts on 
the move this 
winter are 
guns from the 
WW1 German 
destroyer B98, 
and Royal Navy 
destroyer HMS 
Opal. Normally 
displayed out-

side the museum, these have been loaned to the 
National Museum of the Royal Navy in Portsmouth, 
where they will be conserved and displayed as part 
of the NMRN’s major exhibition about the Battle of 
Jutland. They will be returned to Lyness once that 
exhibition has finished. Read more on this story at 
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/news-and-latest-
activity/news/2015/december/07/151207-jutland-
guns 
 
Meantime, in advance of next year’s commemora-
tive events we are redoing our own World War 1 ex-
hibition, which should be in place in the Pumphouse 
for the start of next season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ‘boat volunteers’ have been working hard all 
season on the restoration of Ruth and Mayflower (as 
reported in an earlier issue of The Blether) and that 
work is now very nearly complete. The team joined 
museum staff as soon as we closed to help move the 
yole Daisy and a Norwegian boat from the Oil Tank 
to the Romney Hut. Both boats are now displayed 
alongside the rest of the boat collection, where re-
medial work can be carried out as necessary to 
maintain them in good order. 
 
At the same time, Otter Bank was moved out from 
the wall of the Romney Hut so that the viewing plat-
form could be moved onto her port side. This means 
that visitors can now see her in all her glory, and is 
a great improvement to the display. 
 

Last but not least, we will be working hard over the 

winter on stage two of our Heritage Lottery Fund 

bid to secure the balance of funds required for our 

restoration project, so exciting times lie ahead. See 

you next season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jude Callister 

 

WINTER AT SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE & MUSEUM 

HOY DANCERS—NEWS 
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November saw so many gales, especially on a 
Monday evening, which came with extreme 
high tides. This meant we had to cancel a cou-
ple of evenings as it wasn’t really that safe to go 
out in the dark.   
 
The Halloween Bingo was a great success with 
many coming along in fancy dress. The Shore 
was packed to capacity while Wattie called the 
winning numbers!  Many thanks everyone for 
supporting this event. Hot soup and bread was 
served for supper with tea, coffee and biscuits 
to follow. We are well on our way to raising the 

funds needed to pay for the late ferry hire in 
April for the Hoy Fringe Event.  The next Bingo 
will be on Saturday 30th January 2016. 
 
We are now on a break for December and Janu-
ary although, if the weather forecast is better, we 
may begin dancing earlier to make up for the 
cancellations so far.  Watch out for notices.  
 
Many thanks to everyone for the support given 
in any way – it is appreciated.  
 
Mabel j Besant 



ORKNEY HEALTH AND CARE—CARE AT HOME—VACANCIES 
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Relief Islands Home Carers – Hoy  
 
Orkney Health and Care’s Home Care Ser-
vice is an essential front line service provid-
ing care and support for vulnerable individu-
als enabling them to live as independently in 
their own home for as long as is possible.  
 
We do this by using a ‘reablement’ approach 
where we do things with people rather than 
doing things for people. The type of support 
we provide is individualised and tasks we 
undertake include meal preparation, medica-
tion assistance, and personal care such as 
showering or bathing. 
 
As a relief carer you will hopefully have pre-
vious experience of working in Social Care; 
however we will provide on-going training to 
develop and maintain your skills. You will en-
joy responsible, challenging, varied and re-
warding work as part of our team and will re-
ceive excellent support from our teams of 
Social Care Co-ordinators and Home Care 
Organisers. 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON ISLAND AIR SERVICES 

From OIC website 

 

 

Residents and visitors are encouraged to take part in a new 

online survey that focuses on air services between island 

communities and the Scottish mainland. The quick five-

minute survey is designed to identify areas of importance 

and give air users the chance to share their experiences and 

outline any changes they would like to see. 

 

The survey can be found at this link :  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/IslandAirLinks 

The survey will be open until January 3, 2016. 

 

Hitrans Chairman and Orkney Islands Council’s Chair of 

Development and Infrastructure, James Stockan said: “The 

vitality and economic prosperity of our island communities 

relies on strong transport connectivity and this survey will 

play a part in better understanding the role of our air links 

You will need the sort of personality that en-
joys interacting with people and making a 
difference to their lives. If you are motivated, 
caring, honest, have a true desire to work 
with people, then this could be the job for 
you. 
 
You must be willing to work anywhere within 
the island on which you live so your own 
transport is essential.  A mileage allowance 
is payable for work related journeys.  
These posts are subject to PVG Scheme 
Protected Adults.  
 
Please apply online at myjobscotland.gov.uk 
quoting ref: number ORK00496 or alterna-
tively contact Customer Services on 01856 
873535 to request an application form quot-
ing the same number. 
 
For an informal chat please call Billy 
Gunn – Registered Manager. Tel: 01856 
888390.  

and what steps could be taken to ensure that they meet the 

needs of both islanders and visitors. I would encourage 

everyone to take part in this quick online survey which 

will help inform the work of all the partners involved by 

identifying issues and opportunities for our air links.” 

 

Scottish Council for Development and Industry Regional 

Director, Fraser Grieve added: “SCDI are pleased to be 

working with the region's transport partnerships Hitrans 

and ZetTrans, along with the local authorities, on this im-

portant work in identifying issues and opportunities with 

our air links. Air connectivity is of huge importance to the 

economic success of the region, supporting every sector of 

the economy and sustaining jobs in some of our most pe-

ripheral communities. 

 

"I hope that we receive a strong response from air service 

users and that as many as possible complete this survey 

before it closes in early January.” 
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RNLI Longhope Lifeboat 
 

As many of you maybe aware, our lifeboat RNLB 

Helen Comrie has been temporally replaced by an-

other Tamar-class lifeboat, the RNLB Edward and 

Barbara Prigmore. This is due to the fact that our 

lifeboat was scheduled to be at the all-weather Life-

boat Centre at RNLI Headquarters in Poole, Dorset 

for important maintenance work. 
 

At the beginning of November some of our crew 

took the lifeboat on this long journey, going through 

a very autumnal Caledonian Canal, to the west coast 

of Scotland and con(nuing the passage down to the 

south coast of England. They broke their journey at 

the old lifeboat sta(on at Penlee Point, Mousehole, 

to lay a wreathe and pay their respects to the crew 

of RNLB Soloman Browne who tragically lost their 

lives on 19 December 1981 in a ferocious storm 

while trying to save lives at sea. A difficult and sad 

visit for out crew but greatly appreciated by those at 

Penlee. 
 

Another link we have with Penlee is the RNLB Thom-

as McCunn, which was the relief lifeboat there dur-

ing the summer of 1969 and now housed in our life-

boat museum at Brims. She was our lifeboat here 

from January 1933 to April 1962 and was launched 

on service 101 (mes and saved 308 lives. 

 

Christmas Bazaars of Longhope, Graemsay and 

Flo�a 

Hats off to the Lifeboat Guild who managed to raise 

a magnificent total of £3077.95 at the three bazaars. 

As usual they did a sterling job preparing and hold-

ing the sales with all that collec(ng, sor(ng, selling, 

baking and laughing etc. Also a special thank you to 

the folk who, although not members of the guild, 

helped out in a variety of ways, from Father Christ-

mas to the extra bakers, stall holders and other in-

valuable roles. 

 

The generosity of folk and local businesses who do-

nated items for the sale was staggering, the hall was 

full to burs(ng with such a wide variety of goods. I 

s(ll can't believe the size of those cabbages! Once 

again RNLI Longhope cannot thank you all enough 

for suppor(ng our charity and making the sales such 

a huge success. New members are always very wel-

come to come and join us. 

Longhope Lifeboat Guild would like to thank every-

one very much for suppor(ng us and helping raise 

£5663.00 for the RNLI this year. An astounding 

amount for our wee island, thank you. 

 

We would like to wish you all a peaceful Christ-

mas and Merry New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and photos by Mary Harris 

NEWS FROM RNLI LONGHOPE 



ENTERPRISE AFTERNOON @ NORTH WALLS 
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CHRISTMAS ASSEMBLY 

On Enterprise Day North Walls School had a raffle.  

The raffle people had to give out raffle tickets. A 

lot of people got raffle tickets. We made money to 

give to the Lifeboat and the RSPCA because they 

are our charities.  Me and Zachary were very happy 

because we got lots of customers.  By Lora 

 

I did a poster for the Enterprise Afternoon.  I did 

the Sweetie Jar. By Connor E. 

 

We had an Enterprise Afternoon.  I helped with the 

raffle.  I was good at giving out the raffle tickets.  

By Connor T. 

 

I was at the raffle and we won lots of prizes.  We 

won a soft toy.  I gave people tickets and I had a 

great time.  I was friendly to my customers.  By Ja-

net 

 

We had an Enterprise Day at the school.  There 

were a lot of customers.  We made Gypsy Creams 

for Enterprise Day and they were gorgeous.  First 

we made them then we boxed them and I bought 

some.  I felt good and I was friendly to customers.  

By Lachlan 

 

On Tuesday 17th it was Enterprise Day.  Me and Neve 

did the Lego Tower.  We got a lot of money.  I 

bought a lot of things.  I did the raffle with my 

mum.  Gracie got a cactus and a fairy.  I was very 

polite and people loved it.  By Ruby 

 

This is what the P1's said:- 

“There was a sweetie grid at Enterprise Afternoon.  

People came and put their name in a square. I was 

friendly to the customers.”  By Hamish 

“Everybody was timed when they built the Lego Tow-

er.  It was fun working with real money.”   By William 

 

“A lot of people built a Lego Tower because they 

wanted to win a prize.  It was fun.”  By Gracie 

“Mum came to Enterprise Afternoon.  We had a raf-

fle.  It was fun.”  By Corwen 

 
 

The staff and pupils would like to thank everyone 

who supported Enterprise Afternoon.  It is an 

event that covers many aspects of the curriculum 

and is a wonderful real life experience for the chil-

dren. 

 

The sum of £244 was raised and will be split be-

tween the two local charities chosen by the pupils – 

The lifeboat and the local branch of the R.S.P.C.A. 

On Wednesday 9th of December at North Walls Commu-
nity School we had a Christmas Assembly. It started at 
2.30pm and finished at 3.20pm. About 50 people were 
there. Georgia played ‘Away in a Manger’ on the fiddle. 
The pupils in Class 2 and Class 1 were singing a selection 
of songs, Away In a Manger, Silent Night and Light One 
Thousand Christmas Lights. Nursery pupils joined in 
with Class 1 to sing Twinkle Twinkle Little Star. There 
were mince pies, juice, tea, coffee, and gingerbread. 
There was a slide show when the community song was on 
(Silent Night). It turned out to be a big success and we 
would like to say thank you to everyone who came.  

By Andrew and Bryonie  



recent conflict that engulfed the whole world, lessons 
that still have a relevance that is worth remembering 
in the tense climate of current affairs. 
 

Thinking more specifically about the material legacy 

of WWII and its impact on these two islands at oppo-

site sides of the globe from one another, I have found 

it interesting to observe how strong a connection ex-

ists between island communities and the landscape. 

It’s a fairly obvious and well established point that a 

deep link endures between people living on small is-

lands and the natural landscape. However, there is 

also a strong root to human activity and the material 

echoes left from previous generations of islanders. On 

Peleliu, places and objects in the landscape serve as 

memory markers, reminding the present community 

and educating future ones of events in history that 

have shaped their island home. On Hoy and Peleliu, 

WWII left very visible markers from a time of great 

change. Through archaeology - observing, recording 

and interpreting - members of the present communi-

ty, both young and old, have unlocked more of 

these stories, bringing greater meaning and val-

ue to the ruinous concrete structures and aban-

doned military equipment that proliferate 

around the islands. Through the research pro-

jects undertaken on Hoy and Peleliu, it’s clear to 

see that small islands were not remote, unim-

portant places that were simply swallowed up 

by WWII but that they played a global strategic 

role, contributing significantly to the progres-

sion and eventual outcome of the conflict. For 

me, I think the greatest legacy is that people, of 

all ages and origin (whether their family connections 

go back generations or they’ve set foot on the island 

for the first time), continue to be amazed at just how 

much went on in just 5 years of island history and 

that through finding out a little more of that story 

their appreciation grows for places that are already 

truly remarkable in their own right. 

We draw towards the end of 
another year and begin to 
look forward to the next - the 
challenges and adventures 
that have been and those that 
2016 may bring. For me, 
when I reflect on 2015, I real-
ise that this time 12 months 
ago I was writing to you 
whilst enroute for the Pacific. 
That archaeological adven-
ture was quite a mammoth 

undertaking with the best part of the past year 
dominated by reviewing, interpreting and con-
solidating into a report all that was discovered. 
With that significant piece of work now complet-
ed, I now look forward to sitting back in a com-
fortable chair, staring out the window at a win-
tery (and VERY wet!) landscape and reflecting 
on both my time on Hoy and Peleliu. It is this 
stage in my PhD journey that I’ve been particu-
larly looking forward to as it is time for me to 
gather together the research I have conducted on 
both islands, compare, contrast, draw parallels 
and explore what  can be learnt from it all. It’s 
my hope that come the new year I’ll be ready to 
write-up these observations and musings and submit 
my thesis. 
 

As our armed forces are once more committed to of-
fensive operations overseas,  it is perhaps quite a top-
ical time to be considering the legacy of World War 
Two and its continued impact on people and the land-
scapes in which they live today. As I followed the po-
litical debates surrounding air strikes in Syria, I was 
reminded of how ineffective the Luftwaffe’s strategic 
bombing of the fuel oil depot at Lyness and the ships 

at anchor in Scapa Flow had been at limiting the com-
bat ability of the Royal Navy in 1939 and 1940. Like-
wise, the indomitable resistance encountered by the 
US 1st Marine Division when they assaulted Peleliu in 
1944 demonstrated the ineffectiveness of aerial 
bombing and ship bombardment at disrupting a de-
termined, well entrenched and dispersed opponent. 
These are but two of the hard learned lessons from a 

HERITAGE MATTERS :   
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Peleliu: Then and Now 

Hoy: Then and Now 



IN THE SHADOW OF THE OLD MAN OF HOY—ODYSSEAN ARTIST RESIDENCY 
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Prelude: Before putting my feet on land I studied 
maps, photographs and stories of the island. I dis-
covered Professor M F Heddles’ paper on the geolo-
gy of Orkney that appeared in the Mineralogical 
Magazine in 1880, via Author Hamish Johnston, via 
a copy of the Blether. I read a time to keep by 
George Mackay Brown written 1969, and a story, 
recited by a good friend and colleague Ross Aitken, 
talking about his experience of navigating the Pent-
land Firth in search of radioactive red sandstone in 
the late 1960’s when he was working for the British 
government as a geologist in the Radiology and Rare 
minerals unit. Aware that my time on the Island 
was largely an act of taking, an opportunity for me 
to gather thoughts and ideas from which I would 
build my own narrative, I brought Aitkens’ story 
with me as a gift for you. (follow this link to listen 
to it) https://soundcloud.com/simon-lee-dicker/
red-hot-haystacks 

 
Arrival: After two 
days and nights of 
hopping from South to 
North, Coker to Bris-
tol to Glasgow to Kirk-
wall to Stromness, I 
was on a ferry looking 
at the flat grey hills 
Hoy rising out of the 
clouds. With thoughts 
of rain in my head, I 
cycled with a ruck-
sack on my back, like 
a cartoon tortoise, on 
the road to Rackwick. 
Hidden from sight 
from the rest of the 
Islands, I pitched my 

tent outside Burnmouth, the Rackwick Bothy, pro-
tected from the worst of the winds by a stone wall 
separating me from the beach. The view. South 
West over the Pentland Firth to Caithness or North 
East towards the summit of Ward Hill.  
 
“The Sneuk and the Too stood on each side of us 
like guardians”1 
 
An hours walk from The Old Man of Hoy, Rackwick 
bothy is the nearest place for climbers to stay be-
fore ascending one of the seven routes up Orkneys’ 
most famous landmark. Climbers gear was strewn 
all over the bothy when I arrived. After putting up 
my tent I followed the well trodden path to the Old 
Man. I watched the climbers descend as the wind 
pushed against me, turning tiny blades of grass into 
the noisiest of instruments. That night the Bothy 
was alive with conversation, laughter and talk 
about climbing.  

 
The next day I spent walking. Down the valley to-
wards Moaness, scrambling up the peat soaked 
heather of Hoy’s highest hill to a view of all the oth-
er islands. Then back along the ridge, layers of flag-
stones crunching underfoot occasionally revealing 
traces of the sea etched into stone. Hoy wears its 
geology on the outside. When the clouds allowed, 
sunlight would slide down the hills, spotlighting 
warm cottages built on the edges of abandoned 
crofts. 
 
Back at the bothy it was too dark to sit inside and 
the midges wouldn’t let me rest so I headed for the 
beach. Beyond the accidental steel sculpture sitting 
at the mouth of the burn, I traversed the rounded 
sea smoothed boulders lining the shore until they 
made way for golden sand. And into the ice cold 
sea. 
 
A cold and quiet night followed the glowing warmth 
of the day. The fireless bothy with resident rat sent 
me early to my sleeping bag. The following day, 
held hostage in my tent by a swarm of midges I drew 
until my legs went dead and devised a plan for wine 
and kindling.  
 
Six miles to the ferry, via Hoy Kirk, tea and two 
packets of biscuits (I hadn’t realised how hungry I 
was) then on the ferry to Stromness. With two bot-
tles of wine and a bag of kindling strapped on to the 
bike I returned. 
 
Night & Day: Not leaving Rackwick again for three 
days and nights I spent my time alone, photo-
graphing, audio recording, reading, and walking, but 
mostly drawing. The laboured drawing made whilst 
held hostage in my tent was replaced with a more 
open and freer style that allowed the marks to accu-
mulate meaning as they moved into the world.  
 
My days were spent in a studio made of boulders on 
the beach. It was impossible to turn my back on the 
Old Man as he pervaded my thoughts and was often 



 

IN THE SHADOW OF THE OLD MAN CONTINUED 
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WHAT ’S HAPPENING AT THE YM? 

The IoHDT Community Fund and the Training and 

learning fund are now both open for applica(ons. 

 

The next deadline for applica(ons to the Community 

Fund is the 15th January 2016, with the Project Eval-

ua(on Panel (PEP) provisionally mee(ng at the end 

of January to review them. 

 

Applica(ons to the Training and Learning Fund can 

be undertaken at any(me, with decisions made with-

in a week to ten days. 

 

For more informa(on about either fund and on how 

to apply, please contact the Trust office, 01856 

701356 or email Steven Rhodes 

steven.rhodes.iohdt:gmail.com 

 

The Trust is also looking for more members of the 

community to join the PEP. The PEP meet approxi-

mately four (mes a year to evaluate applica(ons to 

the community fund and to make funding recom-

menda(ons to the board.  

 

If you would be interested in geFng involved then 

please contact the Trust using the contact details 

above. 

The final work at the YM is going on and will be fin-
ished by the end of the year. The building looks very 
smart with the outside painting done and the meeting 
room has had a face lift, making it look fresh and in-
viting.  Lots of jobs have been carried out inside and 
outside to make the YM more versatile for the com-
munity to use.  
 
The Shore is being used lots and is a nice room to 
relax in. All bookings and hires must be done by get-
ting in touch with Joanna Sinclair on 701764 or 
07760883994.  
 

IOHDT COMMUNITY FUND 

This years’ carnival dance is to be held on Tuesday 
29

th
 December with doors open at 8.30 for a 9pm 

start.  Dance to Ronald Anderson’s Band until 1am.  
Bar, raffles and supper. Entry on the door £5.00 per 
adult and £2.00 per child (under 18 and still at 
school).   
 
 
We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 
 
YM Committee 
 

in my peripheral vision. Starting with a stone that 
had been momentarily important to someone else, I 
used watercolour and pencil to put it on the page. 
This was overlaid with a pen drawing of a crystalline 
structure taken from Heddles’ geological research. 
The keyless numbers and letters found on Heddles’ 
drawings were replaced with the codes for the 
climbing routes up the old man of hoy that I had dis-
covered in the Bothy. A layer of text was added to 
each drawing, from Heddle, Mackay Brown and Ait-
ken. Their titles ‘In the great hollow’, ‘Seamed and 
Scarred’, ‘I fished alone’, The Jaws of the Pentland 
Firth’ and ‘Red Hot Haystacks ‘. 
 
At night I sat in front of the fire in the Bothy. By the 
light of a head torch I made a series of drawings of 
the tendons that hold the stones together. Roots of 
heather from the hills. Dried seaweed from the 
beach. Working with pencil, masking fluid and the 
type of chalk used by climbers to help grip the rocks 

rubbed onto black paper, these anonymous drawings 
leave a ghostly trace of something hidden. 
 
On my last day in Rackwick I had my first visitors and 
an invite to a gig in the south of the island (but no 
way of getting there). I spent the evening with a 
couple that are regular visitors to Rackwick and the 
local Warden. I listened to stories of people that 
lived, worked and died here, showed the drawings 
for the first time and drank Highland Park whisky. 
 
Future: 
Odyssean feels like a start, and I have a wealth of 
ideas and resource material that I will develop for a 
return to Orkney. The strands of thought all in some 
way confront the invisible, hidden and undiscovered 
landscapes that I am now carrying around with me.  
 
Simon Lee Dicker— Odyssean Artist residency 
1_ George Mackay Brown – A Time to keep p90 



CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM REV .  MARTIN PRENTICE 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGES 

THE BLETHER 
 

Would like to wish all its contributors and all its readers 

 

 

A very Merry Christmas and  

a Happy New Year 

The approach of another Christmas season prompts us all to remember the highs and the lows of recent 
months and to compare our situation with last year. We think with sadness of those who are no longer with 
us, we remember the problems we have had to face, but I hope we reflect also on pleasant and positive 
things, and can look forward with optimism to whatever the future may bring. 
 
Yet if we can remind ourselves of what started it all, the birth of that special child in the humblest of cir-
cumstances, we may find afresh the wonder of a birth that divided time into before and after, and a life 
that altered for ever our human perception of love, and brought new meaning to qualities such as compas-
sion, and mercy, and forgiveness and humility. We celebrate the birth of a man who taught a whole way of 
life that is opposed to greed and selfishness and prejudice and hatred. 
 
Christmas is a time of celebration, of memories and friendships and families. It is a time also for re-
examining our Christian faith, for finding fresh inspiration and renewing our commitment. It is a time for 
looking back, with the inevitable mixture of pleasure and regret, but a time also for looking forward – for 
looking forward to the New Year, and to Easter. At Christmas we remember that the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us: that the maker of heaven and earth took on human form. We remember the infant in the 
manger, but we remember also the crucified and risen Christ who is our hope and our salvation, the Christ 
who came that we might have life in all its fullness, the Christ who calls us to build a world in which all of us 
can live more fully, love more extravagantly, and be all that we can be. 
 
May God bless you and yours this Christmas and in the year ahead. 
 
Martin Prentice 

MESSAGE FROM SUE KETTLE 

I would like to thank you all for all your condolences and kind words at the death of Paul in March 2015.  

Also for your dona(ons at his memorial service, for the repair of St John`s Church. A cause very close to 

Paul`s heart.  

 

It was a terrible shock to lose him even though he had been ill for a long (me. Something I find difficult to 

accept. He was a friend to us all and a brilliant and caring doctor. Irreplaceable. I suppose that I 

am biased though!  I`m so sorry to have taken so long to write this but I`m sure that you understand why.  

 

My family and I wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year. 

 Sue Ke$le  
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St Columba's 
In the Shoreroom, YM, Longhope the fundraising year was rounded off 
by an evening of Bingo, where a marvellous amount of £305 was raised 
and which will be sent to Malawi from our Community. 
 

This money is to be put towards building projects (nails particularly, 
among other building materials are very expensive) and some flood pre-
vention measures. They like us, have experienced a lot of flooding. 
 

Other Charities supported during this year were, 
 

North Walls School Breakfast Club - £60 
UNICEF - £63 
Christian Aid - £78 
Farm Africa - £65 
 

Blytheswood: 41 shoeboxes, packed with small gifts, were also sent 
away. These shoeboxes are filled and donated with the help again, of 
folk in the community. 
 

We can't thank enough all those who helped, we couldn't do it without 
you! 
 

Church Guild 
The Guild have been busy again this year, particularly on Marathon day 
and have made the following donations from funds raised to the 
 

Street Pastors - £300 
(this is the Church of Scotland charity we are supporting this year – 
there are Street Pastors in Orkney who go out on an evening and offer to 
help folk if it's needed. Remember last year the news item about them 
carrying thermal blankets and flip flops – for those who had abandoned 
their very high heels). 
 

Malawi - £100 (designated for women's projects – who support their fam-
ilies) 
 

St Columba's - £300 
 
We would like to wish everyone, 
 
 

“A joyful and blessed Christmas and a very Happy New Year to come.” 
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JOB VACANCY—H ISTORIC SCOTLAND 

Professor Donna Heddle, Director of 
the Centre for Nordic Studies at the 
University of the Highlands and Is-
lands will be embarking on a grand 
tour of Orkney to deliver an inaugural 
lecture series. The tour will replace 
the inaugural lecture which was 
scheduled for December 2013 and 
was regrettably postponed due to bad 
weather. 
 
The lecture, entitled ‘From the fury of 
the Northmen, good Lord, deliver us?’ 
explores the various facts and fictions 
about Norse influence in Scotland.  
 

Professor Heddle explains: “The ques-

tion mark in the title of my lecture is 

very important as I will be talking 

about the perceived and actual legacy 

the Norse left here. Perceptions of the 

Norse as plundering, violent, alien 

savages who appeared out of the mist 

in their longships, ravaged the land 

and left to attack elsewhere are prev-

alent. However, the Norse were in fact 

settlers and traders who left their im-

print on our legal system, boat build-

ing techniques, appearance (e.g. red 

hair), literature and placenames/ lan-

guage - both Scots and Gaelic.” 
 
Gable End Theatre, Hoy, January 8th 2016, 19.30 to 20.30. 
The lecture is free of charge. 

Job Vacancy: Hackness Battery and Martello Tower 

Part-Time Steward: Fixed Term Appointment one season only 
(April – September 2016). 
 

For full details visit the Historic Environment Scotland website 

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/jobs 

An advertisement may also be posted in the Orcadian. 
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DECEMBER 
Mon 28  PARTY/FILM: BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY’S (cert. PG) 

Brought to us as part of the BFI LOVE Season 

 Think Sixties sophistication, strings of pearls, "Moon River", Audrey Hepburn 

being wonderful, George Peppard being suave, Mickey Rooney turning in a 

dreadful act as a Japanese gentleman….  A chance to channel your inner 

Audrey Hepburn/George Peppard, dress up, and come along to join in the 

party! 

 ENTRY £3—FILM, COCKTAILS, CANAPES, QUIZ, RAFFLE & BAR – PRIZES FOR BEST COS-

TUMES 

DOORS OPEN 7.00pm 

JANUARY   

Fri 8  LECTURE: FROM THE FURY OF THE NORTHMEN, GOOD LORD, DELIVER US? – 7.30pm 

 Inaugural Lecture by Professor Donna Heddle: “Perceptions of the Norse as plundering, vio-

lent, alien savages who appeared out of the mist in their longships, ravaged the land and 

left to attack elsewhere are prevalent. However, the Norse were in fact settlers and traders 

who left their imprint on our legal system, boat building techniques, appearance (e.g. red 

hair), literature and placenames/ language - both Scots and Gaelic.” 

  FREE ENTRY: Please note earlier start time of 7.30pm 

 

…and looking ahead for treats coming up later in the year. The next film season is in the planning stage 

and the diary will continue to fill up, so do keep a look-out for emails and posters, or check out http://

www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/IOHDT/calendar.asp . If you would like to receive alerts, please email 

gable.end.theatre@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list. 

 

APRIL 

Fri 29  MUSIC: STAMP AND GO 

 ‘STAMP AND GO’ - singers of Sea Songs and all things Cornish - are from Perranporth, Corn-

wall. They have been together for 8 years, starting in the Watering Hole on Perranporth 

Beach, then to the Bolingey Inn, which they still regard as their home pub. Over the years 

they have performed at a wide range of locations, including in the YM as part of the Orkney 

Folk Festival. In January 2015 they launched an E.P. "Shipwreck", in aid of the Shipwrecked 

Fishermen and Mariners Society, which is their chosen charity. 

Come along for a great night of shanty singing, stories and banter. 

MAY 

Sat 14  MUSIC: CLYPE 

 Formed in 2014 by pianist and singer/songwriter Simon Gall (Salsa Celtica) and featuring 

fiddler Jonny Hardie (Old Blind Dogs), Clype is a stripped-back experiment in fusing sounds 

and styles from around the globe. The music borrows from Scottish folk traditions as well as 

from the rhythms of Latin America and harmonic ideas of jazz. Both Salsa Celtica and Old 

Blind Dogs have already performed on Hoy to great acclaim, so we know we’re in for a good 

night of top class music. 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 23  MUSIC: TALISK 

Talisk - BBC Radio 2 Young Folk Award Winners 2015. The trio also picked up the Danny Kyle 

Award at Celtic Connections in January. Mohsen Amini (Concertina), Hayley Keenan (Fiddle) 

and Craig Irving (Guitar) utilise their strong individual backgrounds in Irish and Scottish mu-

sic to create an award winning sound. The trio’s engaging and energetic performances have 

already landed them slots at some of Britain’s biggest festivals, including Cambridge Folk 

Festival, Celtic Connections and Fairport Convention’s Cropredy Festival.                 
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Craft Club— Fridays 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

at The Shore, Longhope  

Next session 8th January 2016 

All welcome  - Adults £1; Children 50p 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, gossip! 

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community School, except 
where noted meeting dates for 2016 are:- 

 

General Meeting Friday 15 January North Walls School  
General Meeting Friday 18 March North Walls School 
General Meeting Friday 6 May North Walls School 
Finance Meeting Friday 17 June North Walls School 

General Meeting Friday 26 August Graemsay Community Hall 
General Meeting Friday 11 November North Walls School  

Thought for the day 

Don’t wait for a light to appear at the 
end of the tunnel, stride down there 
and light the bloody thing yourself. 

~Sara Henderson ~ 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 
Telephone: 01856 701209; Web: www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Monday to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appointment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that you 

give 5 working days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 and ask the operator to bleep the Hoy GP. 

Day Dr am Dr pm Nurse Notes 

Monday 0900-1100 1730-1930 0930-1100 approx Nurse evening surgery by re-
quest 

Tuesday 1000-1200* 1300-1500 0930-1100 approx *joint doctor/nurse clinic 

Wednesday 0900-1200** 1400-1600 0930-1100 approx **blood tests 

Thursday 0900-1100   0930-1100 approx   

Friday 1000-1200† 1730-1900 0930-1100 approx  †Longhope 1st, 3rd & 5th Fri-
day; Hoy 2nd and 4th Friday  
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

LUNCHES @ KIRKSIDE,  

Longhope 

Thurs January 7th  

12 til 1.30 pm 

Soup sandwiches and homebakes 

available for a donation of £2.50 

sco 23194 

St Columba's 
 

Sun 24
th

 Dec at 23.00 for 23.30 ~~~ 

WATCHNIGHT 
 

Soup and mince pies etc, before the 

service. 
 
Sun 27

th
 Dec at 11.15am ~~~ Carols 

Carnival Dance  

at the YM 

29th December 2015 

Ronald Anderson Band 

Bar 

Supper 

Raffles 

8.30 pm for 9 pm start 

£5 per adult; £2 for under 

18s still at school 

Hoy Dancers—Prize Bingo 

At the YM, 30th January 

2016, 7.30 pm. 



 

October 

 

 

 

 

Total rainfall for month 94.2mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs 25.6mm on 6th 

Highest max. temp. 16.8c on 10th 

Lowest max. temp. 10.9c on 24th 

Ave. max. temp. 13.00c 

Lowest min. temp. 2.8c on 15th 

Highest min. temp. 11.3c on 1st. and 27th. 

Ave. min. temp. 8.6c 

Ave. temp. for Oct. 10.8c 

 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue (February) must be submitted by 5th February 2016 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITI

ES .CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

WEATHER ROUND UP FOR OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2015 

Date: XX January 2016 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Mee7ng 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or ques(ons, please contact Debs 

prior to the mee(ng 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

November 

Total rainfall for month 157.5mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 20.1mm on 20th 

Highest max. temp. 15.2c on 2nd 

Lowest max. temp. 5.4c on 21st 

Ave. max. temp. 10.4c 

Lowest min. temp. -0.6c on 21st 

Highest min. temp. 10.8c on 1st 

Ave. min. temp. 5.7c 

Ave. temp. for November 8.0c 

 


