
of weather-related faults.  

In some cases we have repaired damage 

and installed new equipment only to 

have it blown by further lightning 

strikes –to the extent that in some areas 

we have replaced equipment twice in 

one day! In some premises we’ve had to 

replace equipment four times making a 

mockery of the old saying that lightning 

never strikes twice! Billy Sinclair, 

Openreach's senior manager in Orkney, 

described the storm damage as the worst 

he has experienced in 47 years with BT, 

so clearly, we have had to deal with ex-

ceptional circumstances. 

 

Lightning damage is notoriously diffi-

cult to repair. It can cause multiple 

faults on an individual line, so clearing 

the damage can be painstaking work. 

Engineers can clear one fault only to 

find others further along the line. Dam-

age can also take time to manifest, caus-

ing network degradation or equipment 

to fail several days or even weeks after 

the initial strike. Our engineers are 

working flat out to mop up the remain-

ing faults as quickly as possible and 

have worked long overtime hours to 

reduce the backlog. 

 

With the exception of one customer, the 

last six lightning-related faults on Hoy 

were reconnected to the main network 

during the week beginning February 9th 

and the remaining fault will be fixed on 

Friday 13th.  

 

We would like to thank local people for 

their understanding and patience while 

repair efforts were ongoing” 

 

 

Mitch Reid 

Senior press officer 

BT Scotland 

Tel: 0131 448 4288 
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Welcome to the nine-

teenth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The February issue in-
cludes updates from the 
Dancing group, Scapa 
Flow Visitor Centre, 
GHW Community Coun-
cil and the RNLI. 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors to 
the nineteenth issue 
and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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We’ve all been affected one way or an-

other by the recent spate of bad 

weather, in particular with damaged 

phone lines and an absence of broad-

band. So The Blether asked one of its 

intrepid reporters to call BT and get an 

update! 

 

“The severe lightning strikes experi-

enced during the ‘weather bomb’ in De-

cember caused widespread damage to 

telecoms services across the Highlands 

and Islands. There were 5000 strikes in 

two days across the Western Isles and 

northern Scotland, peaking at a rate of 

more than 100 strikes an hour. The fe-

rocity of the storm resulted in a steep 

increase in fault volumes across the 

area, with many individual lines blown 

and numerous overhead cables serving 

small clusters of homes affected. 

 

Many cables were literally blown out of 

the ground and sockets blasted off the 

wall. The frequency of the strikes has 

also had a severe impact on this occa-

sion with the lightning storms lasting 

over a week in some areas followed by 

sporadic strikes. 

 

It’s fair to say that Orkney bore the 

brunt of the massive and recurring light-

ning storm and we trebled the work-

force in the area, bringing in additional 

engineers from the south of Scotland 

and England to clear the huge backlog 



Although the museum has been closed over 
the winter, as usual, a lot of work has been 
going on behind the scenes. This year, the 
focus has been on research, writing and plan-
ning for the major refurbishments that we 
hope will get underway during 2016. Repairs 
will come in the nick of time, as several of the 
museum buildings suffered minor damage 
during the January gales. As a result, we are 
currently restricting access to the area within 
the Oil Tank bund, and the tank itself, until a 
safety inspection can be carried out on several 
sections of the guard rail around the edge of 
the roof. Hopefully the issue will be resolved 
by the time we reopen, but in the meantime, 
please avoid the area if you are walking in the 
vicinity. 
 
The museum will reopen on Monday 30 March 
and this year will open each day at the 
slightly later time of 10.00am. This brings our 
opening hours in line with the other OIC mu-

seums, and will enable staff to make sure all 
the buildings are clean, tidy and ready for 
visitors before the public arrive. 
 
As usual, we have new information and exhib-
its going on show for 2015, so hope to see 
many of you during the coming season, both 
to look round the museum and for a meal or a 
cuppa and cake in the café. 
 
 2015 OPENING HOURS 

30 MARCH – 30 APRIL  
Mon – Fri  10.00am – 4.30pm 
 
EASTER SATURDAY 
10.00am – 4.30pm 
 
MAY – SEPTEMBER 
Mon - Sun 10.00am – 4.30pm 
 
OCTOBER 
Mon – Sat 10.00am – 4.30pm 

others  with the opportunity, skills and 
confidence to access online training, access 
job sites and participate in home working 
opportunities, thus increasing employabil-
ity and reducing social isolation.  
 
 The first two (9/16th Feb) were very suc-
cessful and everyone enjoyed the experience 
and meeting Janette Mackie, the project 
Co-ordinator who runs each session. If you 
don't have a tablet or ipad, the YM has sev-
eral that you can use and Janette also has 
some available. So why not make use of the 
YM's new broadband connection and facili-
ties and come down for a few hours and a 
spot of lunch! Its all free! 

If you’ve recently acquired a new ipad or 
tablet or want to try one out, why not come 
along to the YM on a Monday at 11.30 am 
and take part in a series of eight sessions 
aimed at helping folk to get online and 
learn all about tablets and the Internet. 
 
The sessions are being organised as part of 
Get IT Together, a national digital inclusion 
programme run by Citizens Online and 
funded locally by BT, HIE and OHAL. The 
project aims to encourage greater partici-
pation with public services through use of 
technology, provide OHAL residents and 

NEW SEASON AT SCAPA FLOW VISITOR CENTRE & MUSEUM 

GET IT TOGETHER ORKNEY 

PAGE 2 THE BLETHER 



We have chosen the SALTFISHFORTY 
concert on Friday 20 February to launch 
our new Loyalty Card which we are trialling 
this year. Unlike the ubiquitous coffee 
cards, this won’t give you a free cuppa af-
ter a number of purchases, but a ticket to 
a show! So, if you attend 4 shows, you get 
a ticket to the 5th absolutely FREE*.  
 
We think this is a great way of rewarding 
our regular theatre-goers and encouraging 
more folk to come along to enjoy the top 
quality music and entertainment regularly 
on offer at the Gable End. 
 
Just remember to bring the card with you 
and get it signed at the Box Office each 
time. 

See our Spring programme 
in this issue of The Blether. 
If you would like to join our 
mailing list receive informa-
tion about forthcoming 
events, please email  
 
gable.end.theatre@gmail.com  
 
*One card per person. You can use the 
card at any paid show that is promoted by 

the Gable End (not one where the venue 

has been hired by an outside company, or 

when admission is free) and it doesn't ap-

ply to films as there is already a Film So-

ciety membership scheme.  
 
 

INTRODUCING THE GABLE END THEATRE LOYALTY CARD 
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Let’s look back on the super Festive get-
together we had at the beginning of Decem-
ber where friends joined  the regulars and all 
enjoyed mulled wine, a good blether, a 
laugh and great dancing (and a raffle for 
funds).  
 
I pay tribute to Kate – her loss will make a 
big gap in our evenings – she laughed at 
everything!  Kate joined the dancing almost 
as soon as she and Wattie arrived to make 
their home at Bluebell Cottage.  Kate will be 
remembered - especially when we dance 
her favourite dance, the Uppie Doonie 
Dance which was her name for The South-
ern Rose Waltz.  Kate was also the Queen 
of Cream at the Fringe Events as she ar-
rived to help, from doing her home care, at 
the time the puddings were served so she 
always took charge of the cream!  Our 
thoughts are with Kate’s family. 
 
New Year arrived but with bad weather and 
me being away meant a huge gap for most 
of January. But now we are dancing away 
again heading very quickly towards the An-
nual Fringe Event which will be the 10

th
 one 

WHAT ’S GOING ON IN THE DANCING ON A MONDAY EVENING? 

for Hoy.  The date is Wednesday 8
th
 April – 

please note the change of day this year. 
Bookings are well up with 65+ already 
booked (numbers not age!).  We are very ap-
preciative of the people offering to help us 
already – many thanks folks - the way every-
one works as a team makes this event the 
success it is.   Once again Jessie Stuart is 
leading a workshop which will be followed by 
a dinner dance with music from the Kirkju-
vagr Ceilidh Band.  Late ferry will return to 
Houton after the event.  Anyone wishing to 
use this can contact me on the number be-
low.  
 
Dancing for this session will continue until 
the beginning of May so there is still time to 
come along and have a go if you are inter-
ested – we do it for fun and allegedly, exer-
cise!  Numbers have dropped off over the 
years so there is plenty of room on the floor. 
Just contact me on 791359 if you want fur-
ther details.  
 
 
Mabel j Besant, For Hoy Dancers 



OIC: THE FUTURE OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE SERVICES 
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Organisations 
and individuals 
are being en-
couraged to 
give their com-
ments on the 

future delivery of integrated health and social care 
services in Orkney.  It is a requirement of the Scot-
tish Government that local authorities and health 
boards put in place new partnership arrangements 
for integrated social care and health services.  
 
Working together, Orkney Islands Council and 
NHS Orkney have developed detailed proposals for 
the new joint board which will plan and deliver 
these services.  This draft Integration Scheme sets 
out the services the joint board will have responsi-
bility for. It is now available for comment, with a 
public consultation on the proposals running from 
Monday 2nd February  until Monday 2nd March 
2015. 
  

OIC: COMMUNITY LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

People across Orkney have the chance to help 

guide future community learning and devel-

opment work, in an online survey which was 

launched on 22nd January. 

Every Community Planning Partnership in 

Scotland is required to develop a three year 

plan for community development for their 

area. The survey will ask people what oppor-

tunities they value in Orkney, what is impor-

tant within their community, and where they 

think any gaps or inequalities might exist. 

Over the next few months, Orkney’s Commu-

nity Planning Partnership (OCPP) will also 

hold public meetings and workshops, as well 

as ‘twitter hours’ to gather ideas and feedback 

from the community. There are also plans to 

train 10 young people to run consultation ses-

sions with their peers – through schools, 

youth groups and the like. 

Karen Greaves, Chair of the OCPP’s Strategic Community 

Learning Group said: “Community Learning and Develop-

ment is more than just evening classes. It’s about empower-

ing people to make positive changes in their lives and their 

communities through learning – for example, involvement 

in development trusts, community associations, playgroups, 

arts, crafts and sports groups, youth work, lunch clubs, etc. 

So it’s important we have a well-researched overarching 

plan for the county on how we’ll work together to support 

folk to be active, engaged learners.” 

This is a major development for the future of 
health and social care services in our community 
and as many people as possible are encouraged to 
take part in the consultation. Your feedback is im-
portant and will help shape the final version of the 
Integration Scheme, which will be submitted to the 
Scottish Government for approval in late March. 
  
A survey has been prepared to help collect feed-
back and this can be completed by following this 
l ink https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
orkneyintegration  Paper copies of the survey can 
also be made available by contacting Orkney Is-
lands Council or NHS Orkney. 
 
 There is a dedicated consultation email address 
ork-hb.consultation@nhs.net for any comments, 
questions and requests you may have. 

 

 

Orkney’s Plan must be in place by September 2015. The 

consultation process is being part-funded by Highlands and 

Islands Enterprise, Education Scotland, and Orkney Islands 

Council. 

To take part in the survey, go to:  

www.surveymonkey.com/s/orkneylearns. 

F o l l o w  @O r k n e y L e a r n s  o n  T w i t t e r 

and www.Facebook.com/OrkneyLearns for more on the 

Community Learning and Development Plan in Orkney. 



to see even more folk tak-
ing part this year. Entry for 
the Fun Run is on the day, 
and costs £1.  
 
 
 

 
As always, the race relies on an army of 
willing volunteers – if you are available to 
help, either on the day or with race organi-
sation, we’d love to hear from you; phone 
Jan or Jude on 701300 or email the address 
above. 

Every year the Graemsay, Hoy and 
Walls Community Council support local 
organisations via funding from the 
Community Council Grant Scheme and 
other schemes.  
 
In 2014 awards were made to Gable 
End Theatre, Gable End Film Society, 
Osmandwall Kirk, Friends of the Hoy 
Kirk, Graemsay Community Associa-
tion, Hoy Hounds, Longhope Sailing 
Club, North Walls Community School, 
Longhope mini Triathlon, Island of Hoy 
Development Trust (YM), Hoy Centre 

Committee, Haey Hope Club, Hoy Danc-
ers Fringe Event and Orkney Alcohol 
Counselling & Advisory Service.  Please 
note if your organization hasn’t claimed 
the grant for 2014 you need to do so be-
fore the middle of March. 
 
The next round of funding will be decided 
at a finance meeting on the 19th June 
2015 with the scheme being open for ap-
plications from mid May. Please look out 
locally for details of how to apply. 
 
Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community 
Council 

The 29th Hoy Half Marathon 
will take place on Sunday 
14 June and entry is now 
o p e n  a t  h t t p : / /
www.entrycentral.com/
hoy-half-marathon. If you 
prefer to send in a paper 

form and pay by cheque, please email hoy-
half@gmail.com for an entry pack.  
 
We will once again be holding a 5k Family 
Fun Run, following an out and back course 
from the school. This proved very popular 
last year, with 54 participants, and we hope 

FUNDING FROM THE GRAEMSAY ,  HOY AND WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HOY HALF MARATHON—14TH JUNE 2015 
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BAG THE BRUCK 

Just as The Blether was be-
ing finalised the dates for 
this year’s Bag the Bruck 
were announced. Instead of 
it just being for a weekend  
it has been decided to hold 
the event over two week-

ends and through the intervening week. 

 

So Bag the Bruck 2015 will start on Saturday 
18th April and run through to Sunday 26th 

April—so please make a note in your diaries! 

Meanwhile, the Pick up 3 Pieces project encour-
ages year round collection of picking up litter 
and bruck from all our beaches and anywhere 

else where rubbish is accumulating.   

 

For more information, check out their blog: 

http://pickupthreepieces.blogspot.co.uk 

Or visit their facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/PickUpThreePieces 



NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
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There are two events this term that the com-
munity might like to attend. 
 
On Friday 20th March we are being visited by 
astronomer Maarten de Vries.  Some people 
might have seen him at the Hoy Kirk last Sep-
tember as part of last years Science Festival.  
He is a member of the Highlands Astronomical 
Society.  He will give a short introduction 
about the solar eclipse that will take place 
that morning then, together with the pupils 
and anyone else that is interested, will go out-
side to view the eclipse.  Should weather con-
ditions prove unsuitable for this to happen it is 
hoped a live link from another location will be 
available on a large screen.    Maarten then 
will give a presentation for the school and 
community about the solar eclipse and the uni-
verse etc. 

On Wednesday 25th 
March pupils will be 
giving an afternoon 
and evening perform-
ance of Roald Dalh's 
musical show Snow 
White and the Seven 
Dwarfs specially cre-
ated for schools by 
Helen Mac Gregor 
and Stephen Chadwick at the Gable End Thea-
tre.  It is part of Roald Dalh's Revolting Rhyme 
stories.  In it Snow-White befriends seven ex-
jockeys (the Dwarfs) and beats the bookies 
with the aid of a magical mirror. 
 
Watch out for posters nearer the time giving 
more details. Everyone is welcome to attend 
both events.  



LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS  

BY MARY HARRIS ,  VOLUNTEER L IFEBOAT PRESS OFFICER  
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Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat 
Press Officer for Longhope 
T: 07709 692811 or 01856 701924 
E: maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

CEMFJORD 
 

The loss of the lives of the eight crew men aboard the bulk 
carrier Cemfjord, that sank earlier this month in the Pent-
land Firth, was a tragic event that will haunt many of us for 
a very long time. Despite an intensive and painstaking 
search by the Longhope, Stromness, Thurso and Wick 
lifeboats, Coastguards, SAR helicopters etc. no casualties 
were ever found. A memorial service for those who died 
was held in Wick recently. 
 
Marine accident investigators are trying to gather informa-
tion that will help explain why this terrible accident oc-
curred. Our thoughts are very much with the missing men 
and their families at this time. 
 
STAMPS PLEASE 

 

The Guild would like to put out an appeal to you all for any 
old unwanted postage stamps, collections or albums that 
may be gathering dust in the back of a cupboard some-
where. We have made a link with a very generous man, 
Bob Simpson of Stromness  who is willing to sort through 
the stamps and those of value he will sell. He will take any 
used stamps too even those common 1st and 2nd class 
ones we receive everyday so please tear them off the en-
velopes and save.  
 

Bob said: 'I will just sell them and you will get 100% of 
what I get for them. This year has opened my eyes even 
more as to the bravery and need for the RNLI and that is 
why I want to help them.'  
 

Recently Jayne very kindly donated a bag of stamps col-
lected by her late husband Mick and they raised over £100 

LONGHOPE SAILING CLUB 

for the RNLI. Many thanks to Bob and Jayne from RNLI 
Longhope.  Richard Groat has kindly agreed to have a box 
in the post office where you can put these stamps or alter-
natively pop them in the door of the lifeboat station. Thank 
you.  



taken two seasons of intensive investigation and we still 

haven’t covered all of the ground. This perhaps illustrates 

both how difficult the terrain is to traverse and how dense 

the archaeological remains of the fighting are. 

 

We had a fantastic team of 5 volunteers as well as highly 

professional crew of demining experts who checked the 

ground ahead and around us for unexploded ordnance and 

briefed us on anything dangerous that we may encounter 

before we entered caves. There wasn’t a moment when we 

didn’t feel anything other than safe. The surveying meth-

ods employed on Peleliu were very similar those that I 

used on Hoy. When features or sites were identified we 

stopped, took a GPS coordinate, photographed what we 

saw and completed a site record sheet. Sometimes, where 

the terrain and vegetation allowed, we’d spread out and 

walk parallel transects just like what was done on Wee 

Fea. Sites that were deemed of particular rarity or impor-

tance were recorded in more detail with measured 

sketches. In two cases a detailed topographic survey was 

carried out using the IoHDT digital measuring equipment 

which proved really effective. In this way we successfully 

managed to identify and record 175 sites and 85 individual 

or concentrations of small finds. Sites ranged from air 

crash sites & bomb craters to defensive fighting positions 

and caves. Small finds ranged from unfired small arms 

ammunition hastily spilt from a soldiers pouch to bicycle 

& larger vehicle parts, discarded or blown apart during the 

fighting. 

“So you made it back from the 

Pacific and what’s more you 

seem to have returned with all 

of your limbs!” - this is the 

greeting I received from my 

Dad at the arrivals gate of Glas-

gow International airport back 

in 2010 and I’ve found it inter-

esting to note how frequently 

this sentiment has been echoed 

by friends and family as I re-

turned from Peleliu this time. 

However, for me and the team, 

personal injury was rarely at the forefront of our minds as 

we hacked, climbed, slipped scrambled and often belly 

crawled through the challenging terrain of Peleliu. What an 

incredible and intensive expedition it has been with far too 

much packed into it to try and summarise in just one issue 

of the Blether so over the next few articles I hope to share 

some of my experiences with you. 

 

As I explained in the December article, this trip to Peleliu 

built on an archaeological survey that I assisted with in 

2010. During that expedition we investigated the invasion 

beach areas where the men of the 1st Marine Corps came 

ashore to a very hot reception on 15th September 1944. We 

also covered the low-lying area inland from the beaches 

where the strategically important Japanese airfield was 

located. From here we entered the central combat zone 

(CCZ) of the Omleblochel Mountains, (a range of coral 

and limestone hills and ridges climbing to no higher than 

100m above sea level) to record caves and material assem-

blages where the fighting had been fiercest and the Japa-

nese resistance strongest.  

 

The 2014 survey covered three new geographical areas, 

namely a horseshoe shaped valley forming the eastern side 

of the CCZ (the Amiangal Mountain range in the northern-

most part of Peleliu) and finally a series of strategically 

important hills midway up the central spine of the island 

where the 321st Regimental Combat Team of the US Army 

built a trail running west-east cutting off the Japanese 

forces in the north from those in the CCZ. For an island 

that is only around 6 miles long and 2 miles wide, it has 

HERITAGE MATTERS : 
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Traversing the Jungle Trail & Recording a US Jerry Can 

Our Transport to Peleliu - a bit smaller than the 
Hoy Head! 

US M1 Garand Rifle Clips - spilt from an ammo belt pouch 



ment, also funded by LEADER and Big Lottery, is being 

used for these sessions. A regular craft ‘knit and nat-

ter’ type meet up 

at the YM is also 

planned—see be-

low for more de-

tails.  Also planned 

is a wartime 

themed event/

dance to celebrate 

the new look YM 

and the end of the 

current heritage 

project. 

Funded jointly by LEADER 

and the Big Lottery Fund, 

the new extension at the YM 

has now been completed, 

both externally and internally. There is still some addi-

tional landscaping work planned which will get under-

way in due course once the weather improves. 

 

The most impressive 

feature of the new 

room is the fantastic 

views across Long-

hope Bay, with the 

light provided by the 

large double glazed 

windows making the 

room airy and inviting. 

New tables and chairs 

complete the look and 

there is also a new bar 

area at the far end of 

the room. All in all, it 

really enhances the 

rest of the building. 

 

As reported on Page 2 

of this issue, the room is already being put to good 

use as the venue for sessions familiarising people with 

tablets, ipads and getting online. Computing equip-

Weather for 2014 

Total rainfall 1,328.3mm (51.8")  

Ave. yearly rainfall 1,234.32mm 

(48.13") 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 37.7mm on August 10th. 

Wettest month December with 238.6mm 

Driest month June with 42.3mm 

Highest max. temp. 26.4c on July 26th. 

Lowest max. temp. 5.5c on February 18th. and Decem-

ber 26th. 

Ave. max. temp. for 2014 12.16c 

YM EXTENSION FINISHED 

2014 WEATHER DATA 
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Lowest min. temp. -0.8c on May 1st. 

Highest min. temp. 14.6c on July 20th 

Ave. min. temp. for 2014  6.87c 

Ave. temp. for 2014,  9.51c 

 

2014 was the warmest year since 2011 which was 

9.07c and above the average for Rackwick which is 

8.67c. 

 

Many thanks to Jeff  for all  his interesting data! 

Would you be interested in a ‘knit and 

natter’ type group? We are trying to 

gauge interest in starting a group during 

the week (possibly on a Thursday after-

noon) where people can meet, chat, work 

on a project (doesn’t need to be knitting), 

share knowledge and have tea, coffee 

and biscuits. It would be held in the new 

extension at the YM. 

 

If you would be interested then please 

contact Debs (debs@theblether.org.uk) 

or Jayne (jayne492@btinternet.com) 



GABLE END THEATRE 

PROGRAMME 2015—FEBRUARY/MARCH 
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FEBRUARY 

Fri 20 MUSIC: SALTFISHFORTY 
 Saltfishforty are the multi-talented duo Douglas Montgomery on fiddle, viola, mandolin & 
 stomp, and Brian Cromarty on vocals, guitar, mandola & mandolin. They’ve packed the 
 house on their two previous visits, so make sure not to miss them this time round. A livel
 y evening out guaranteed!  http://www.saltfishforty.co.uk/about/ 
 TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S £1; LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

 TO BOOK, EMAIL gable.end.theatre@gmail.com OR TEL. 701300 

 
 
Sat 28 FILM: WHAT WE DID ON OUR HOLIDAY (Cert. 12A) 
 Doug and Abi are taking their three children on a trip to Scotland for a big family gather
 ing. They are in the midst of a difficult divorce, and have asked the kids to keep it a 
 secret from their extended family. But as the inevitable feuds kick in, a completely unex
 pected turn of events involving the children causes further tensions to rise to the surface. 
 And with the repercussions that ensue - hilarious and emotional in equal measure - the  
 family are forced to put aside their differences and work together or else risk losing what 
 they hold most dear. 
 
MARCH 

Fri 13 FILM: PRIDE (Cert. 15) 
 PRIDE is inspired by an extraordinary true story. It's the summer of 1984, Margaret 
 Thatcher is in power and the National Union of Mineworkers is on strike, prompting a Lon
 don-based group of gay and lesbian activists to raise money to support the strikers' fami
 lies. Initially rebuffed by the Union, the group identifies a tiny mining village in Wales and 
 sets off to make their donation in person. As the strike drags on, the two groups discover 
 that standing together makes for the strongest union of all. 
 
Sat 14 A NIGHT AT THE MARGOTS 
 Our annual FREE extravaganza – dress for the red carpet and prepare to be amused and 
 amazed….. 
 The evening will feature HAWEG’s 2015 entry for the SCDA One Act Play Festival, followed 
 by an open stage, compered by Lindsay Hall; if you would like to play, sing, dance or 
 otherwise entertain the audience, come prepared! 
 LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

 FREE ENTRY – COME DRESSED FOR THE RED CARPET! 

 
Wed 25 DRAMA: SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS, performed by NORTH  

  WALLS SCHOOL 

  Roald Dahl's hughly popular Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs by Helen MacGregor and 
  Stephen Chadwick.  It's one of Roald Dahl's enormously popular 'Revolting Rhymes'.   
 Snow-White cleverly schemes to scoop up the Magic Mirror in a dash for freedom, aided 
 by the turncoat huntsman, and abetted by seven ex-jockeys (the Dwarfs), leaving the 
 meanest queen, as ever, heartless. 
 
Fri 27 FILM: NIGHT TRAIN TO LISBON (Cert. 12) 

 Raimund is a Latin teacher and an ancient languages expert. His life is transformed by a 
 young woman on a bridge in the Swiss city of Bern, whom he saves from jumping to her 
 death in the waters below. Raimund is intrigued but the woman disappears, leaving her 
 coat. Inside it is a book by a Portuguese doctor which contains a train ticket. He uses it, 
 setting off on a journey to Lisbon. He is drawn into a high-stakes puzzle. Ultimately his 
 journey transcends time and space, touching on matters of history, philosophy, and medi
 cine, encountering love and evolving into a liberating search for the true meaning of life. 



APRIL 
 

Fri 10 DRAMA: THIEF 
 From Liam Rudden (director of award-winning Cock And Bull Story & sell out show 
 Silence in Court) comes Thief, a dark and challenging piece of theatre inspired by 
 the works of Jean Genet. Not for the easily offended. Disturbing. Spellbinding. 
 
Sat 11 FILM: MR. TURNER (Cert. 12A) 
 This film explores the last quarter century of the great if eccentric British painter 
 J.M.W. Turner (1775-1851). Profoundly affected by the death of his father, loved 
 by a housekeeper he takes for granted and occasionally exploits sexually, he forms 
 a close relationship with a seaside landlady with whom he eventually lives incogni
 to in Chelsea, where he dies. Throughout this, he travels, paints, stays with the 
 country aristocracy, visits brothels, is a popular if anarchic member of the Roy
 al Academy of Arts, has himself strapped to the mast of a ship so that he can paint 
 a snowstorm, and is both celebrated and reviled by the public and by royalty.  
 
Fri 24 FILM: THE IMITATION GAME (Cert. 12A) 
 During the winter of 1952, British authorities entered the home of mathematician, 
 crypt analyst and war hero Alan Turing (Benedict Cumberbatch) to investigate a re
 ported burglary. They instead ended up arresting Turing himself on charges of 
 'gross  indecency', an accusation that would lead to his devastating conviction for 
 the criminal offense of homosexuality - little did officials know, they were actually 
 incriminating the pioneer of modern-day computing. Famously leading a motley 
 group of scholars, linguists, chess champions and intelligence officers, he was 
 credited with cracking the so-called unbreakable codes of Germany's World War II 
 Enigma machine. 
 An intense and haunting portrayal of a brilliant, complicated man, THE IMITATION 
 GAME  follows a genius who under nail-biting pressure helped to shorten the war 
 and, in turn, save thousands of lives. 
 
Sat 25 MUSIC: JENNA REID 
 On the four-fiddle frontline of Blazin’ Fiddles, and regarded as one of the best 
 Shetland fiddlers currently touring – having been taught from a young age by Tom 
 Anderson and Willie Hunter – Jenna is soon to release her third solo album “Live in  
 Shetland” (recorded in Lerwick, at the Mareel Arts Centre, this summer). 
 
 She will be accompanied by jazz/folk guitarist, Kevin Mackenzie – and together 
 their styles blend brilliantly. Definitely not to be missed! 
 
 
 
If you would to join the mailing list, please email gable.end.theatre@gmail.com. Details 
of all our events are posted on the IoHDT Events Calendar, and advertised on our Face-
book page. 
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War time themed celebration event in 
the YM  - 20th March 2015 
 
We’d love to hear from anyone who 
can provide information, memories, 
photo’s etc about wartime dances 
held on Hoy. 
 
Anyone wishing to help, please con-
tact Jo—joannamwill@msn.com 
or  Mabel 
mabel.besant775@btinternet.com 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community 
School, except where noted meeting dates for 2015 are:- 

Friday 13 March 2014 at 6.45 p.m 
Friday 15 May 2015 at 6.45 p.m 

Friday 19 June 2015 at 6.45 p.m (Finance applications only) 
Friday 21 August 2015 Graemsay Community Hall at 6:45 p.m 

Friday 13 November 2015 at 6.45 p.m  

Sunday children’s group 
 

St Columba’s and Kirkside 
We are starting a group on  
Sunday 15th February 2015 at 

11.15am  
Telling the bible through crafts, ac-

tivities, stories and games. 
The name suggested is ‘Sundays 

Cool’. 
leaders are Debbie and Dawn with 

help from Sue and Jean. 
(though we do need more helpers 

please) 
AND CHILDREN! 

Ring Jean on 701406 for more .....  
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GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
No job too large or small, one off 
projects, or regular maintenance. 
 
30 years experience,  
fully insured. 
 
Call Gary on 701789 
Wateringhouse 
 

North Walls Centre 
Badminton  

 
At the North Walls Centre  
every Saturday and Tuesday night at 
8pm 
For more information,  
please contact William Lancaster 791248 
or Adam Clark 791255 

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

SUPPLY OF SCALPINGS 

2015 

The scalpings will be available to purchase at cost price.  Anyone allo-
cated scalpings will be responsible for arranging transport from Lyness 

to their property. 

To apply or to get further details please contact : 

Clerk to Graemsay, Hoy & Walls Community Council 

Trish Avis, Fea, Longhope. KW16 3PA 

Tel: 701 498 

Email: ghwclerk@btinternet.com 

Please note that anyone who applied for a supply last year  
must reapply this year to be considered.  

 
The Community Council cannot guarantee those who apply will  

get either a supply of scalpings or a specific quantity. 
 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS:- 
Friday 27th February 2015 

LUNCHES @ KIRK-

SIDE, Longhope 

Thurs March 5th  

 Thurs April  2nd                    

Thurs May 7th  

 

 

 

sco 23194 



 

December 

  

Total rainfall   238.6mm 

(Not the wettest December 

I've recorded 

 that was December 2012 with 268.6mm) 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 21mm on 1st. 

Highest max. temp. 11.0c on 6th. 

Lowest max. temp. 5.5c on 26th. 

Ave. max. temp. 8.34c 

Lowest min. temp. 0.9c on 12th. 

Highest min. temp. 8.1c on 31st. 

Ave. min temp. 3.64c 

Ave. temp. for December 6.0c 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (April) must be submitted by 5th  April 2015 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITI

ES .CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

WEATHER ROUND UP FOR DECEMBER 2014 AND JANUARY 2015 

Date: 18th February 2014 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Meeting 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Debs 

prior to the meeting 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

January 

  

Total rainfall 197mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 15mm on 8th. 

Highest max. temp. 10.5c on 5th. 

Lowest max. temp. 4.5c on 18th. 

Ave. max. temp. 7.28c 

Lowest min. temp. 0.0c on 16th. 

Highest min. temp. 5.0c 5th. 

Ave. min. temp. 2.21c 

Ave. temp. for January 4.74c 

 


