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Welcome to the twen-

ty-fifth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The February issue in-
cludes updates from the 
Hoy Dancers, RNLI, High 
Hopes and more! 

See the ‘Dates for Diaries’ 
and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

Many thanks to all of 
the contributors to 
the twenty-fifth issue 
and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 

Do please get in touch if 
you have anything you’d 
like to share with the 
community! 
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The computer club at the Shore said 
a fond farewell to Mark Creed who is 

leaving the island next week (1st 
March). 
 

Every Monday for the last year he 
has spent his time solving our many 
computing crises, from hardware 

malfunctions to crashing software.  
He also baked cakes, shared cooking 

tips and ate all the biscuits! 
 
As a farewell treat, and because he is 

always eating all the biscuits, Jo 
baked him a fantastic laptop shaped 
cake (complete with keyboard) which 

we all very happily shared. 
 

Mark, we are going to miss you. Have 
fun in your new life in sunny France! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
On Saturday 20th February, at the YM, Laura shared her adventures in the 

Himalayas.  It was a brilliant night with a great talk and  some amazing 
pictures.  The Longhope Lifeboat Museum team also held a fantastic curry 
night before the talk which really got everybody in the right mood. 

Laura’s final total raised was a stunning £3999.25—well done Laura, an 
incredible achievement! Fifty percent of the money raised went to the 

Sherpa Communities, with the rest split between the Hoy Hoolie and the 
Longhope Sailing Club. 

GOODBYE TO MARK 

HIGH HOPES….HOY TO THE HIMALAYAS 



28
th
 March.  This year the workshop is being 

led by a duo of Lorna Fotheringhame and 
myself.  Kirkjuvagr Ceilidh Band will play for 
the dance again.  Further details can be got 
by contacting me on 01856 791359. 
 
A peedie smile from our 10

th
 Fringe Event 

last year – Hoy Dancers sent flowers to 
someone and the card, written out by the 
florist on our behalf, read “Thanks so much 
for all your help – from the Holy Dancers!”  

 
Mabel j Besant 
For Hoy Dancers 

Not a lot of news from Hoy Dancers4..  the 
winter break and bad weather has been the 
cause of this. 
 
Gales have disrupted dancing since No-
vember – always high tide and gales on a 
Monday. We eventually managed to resume 
the regular dancing on Monday 8

th
 February 

with a good turnout.   
 
Unfortunately I had to postpone our planned 
Bingo at the end of January – this has been 
rescheduled for 5

th
 March.  All funds raised 

on these Bingo evenings go towards the 
fringe event transport, therefore these eve-
nings are important to us.   
 
The Hoy Fringe Event is fast approaching.  
Anyone wishing to attend the dance work-
shop, dinner and dance on Wednesday 6

th
 

April will need to book with me no later than 

NEWS FROM THE SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE & MUSEUM 

HOY DANCER 2016 
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The museum will open again a�er the winter on Tuesday 1 March, with the café opening slightly 

later in the season. Guided walks will resume on Tuesdays from 5 April, leaving the museum at 

11.00am.  

As always there will be plenty of new things to see, the big change this season being a new WW1 

exhibi%on in the first aisle. As well as new wall boards there will be a slideshow running in that area 

to showcase more wonderful photographs of the period. Many of these come from the Na%onal 

Museum of the Royal Navy in Portsmouth, with whom we have been working closely over the win-

ter, and we are very grateful to them for permission to use these images. Thanks also to the Gable 

End Theatre who have provided the necessary equipment. 

2016 Opening Hours 

1 March – 30 April & 1-31 October:  

Mon – Sat 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

1 May – 30 September:  

Mon – Sun 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

November 2016 – February 2017 

CLOSED 

 

 



The 30th Hoy Half Marathon 
will take place on Sunday 
12 June 2016. We’re hop-
ing to make this a special 
celebratory weekend, with 
an event at the Gable End 
Theatre on Saturday 11 

June and a post race party for runners and 
helpers on the Sunday evening, plus an ex-
hibition and the usual stalls, a bar and en-
tertainment at the finish line on race day 
itself. 

We plan to showcase lots of moments from 
the last 30 years of the race so if you have 
photographs of the Hoy Half Marathon in 
years gone by we’d love to scan them for 
exhibition on the day. 

 

Entry for the main race will be online, so if 
you would like a link to the entry form, or 
have any questions about the race, please 
email hoyhalf@gmail.com or tel. Jan or 
Jude on 701300.  

HOY HALF MARATHON AND 5K FAMILY FUN RUN 

WEATHER UPDATE FOR 2015 
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Data for 2015 

 

 

 

Total rainfall: 1,331.3mm 

Twenty-eight year average: 1,192mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 28mm 5th. May. 

We>est month: Jan. 197mm. 

Driest month: Sept. 54.3mm 

Highest max. temp.: 24.5c on 1st. July. 

Lowest max. temp.: 4.5c on 18th. Jan. 

Ave. max. temp.: 11.4c. 

Lowest min. temp.: -1.1c. on 24th. March. 

Highest min. temp.: 15.2c on 30th. June.  

Ave. min. temp.: 6.1c. 

Ave. temp. for 2015 was 8.7c 

Ave. temp. over 28 years 8.7c! 

 

Many thanks to Jeff for sending us the infor-

ma%on and sharing all his data with  The 

Blether. 

IOHDT COMMUNITY FUND 

The IoHDT Community Fund and the Training and 

Learning Fund are now both open for applica%ons. 

 

The next deadline for applica%ons to the Communi-

ty Fund is 15th April 2016, with the Project Evalua-

%on Panel (PEP) provisionally mee%ng on 26th 

April. 

 

Applica%ons to the Training and Learning Fund can 

be undertaken at any%me, with decisions made 

within a week to ten days. 

 

For more informa%on about either fund and on 

how to apply, please contact the Trust office, 01856 

701356. 

 

The Trust is also looking for more members of the 

community to join the PEP. The PEP meet approxi-

mately four %mes a year to evaluate applica%ons to 

the community fund and to make funding recom-

menda%ons to the board.  

 

If you would be interested in geGng involved then 

please contact the Trust using the contact details 



Class One have been looking at the book ‘Katie 
Morag and the Grand Concert’ by Mairi 

Hedderwick.  They have been looking at similar-

ities in island life on Struay and life on their 

own island.  They have also been discussing 

Scottish or Orkney/Shetland traditions like:- 

The Ba, Burns Suppers, Bag Pipes, Fair Isles 

jumpers, the Brides Cog, and Up Helly Aa. They 

then held their own Grand Concert and recited 

the Scottish Nursery Rhyme “Wee Willie Wink-
ie” and sang two Scottish songs “You Cannae 
Shove your Granny off a Bus” and “The Three 
Craws.”  It was great fun! 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL 

LONGHOPE WAR MEMORIAL UPDATE 
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Members of the Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community Council are pleased to announce that all the 

funding is now in place to repair the Longhope War Memorial. 

 

It is hoped that the Stone Conservators, who will be undertaking the repairs, will be able to do the 

work some%me in April.  More details will be displayed in the shop and on the ferry when we have 

confirmed dates etc 

 

Trish Avis, Clerk, Graemsay, Hoy and Walls Community Council 

TEDDIES FOR AFRICA ! 

Some members of the Friday Cra� Club that 

meets at The Shore  every Friday have been 

extremely busy kniGng Teddies for Africa. All 

the teddies are kni>ed to the same pa>ern 

(which can be found on the internet) and each 

teddy also goes off in its own special bag, all 

made by hand. 

 

The teddies are sent to sick, trauma%sed and 

o�en orphaned children who may have noth-

ing, and the teddy is a real treat and possibly 

the first thing that they have had of their own.  

 

Cuddling teddy also helps to comfort them and 

make them feel loved and brings a smile to 

their faces. 

 

Its good to know that a li>le bit of Orkney love 

is stretching out so far. Well done to those 

kni>ers! 
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RNLI Longhope Lifeboat stands by drifting 
cargo ship in Pentland Firth. 
 

A two day rescue operation of the Shokland 

involving two tugs and Longhope lifeboat. 

 

RNLI Longhope Lifeboat crew were paged at 
16.54 on Saturday 6 February to  attend a 
stricken vessel off the south-west coast of Hoy 
that had reportedly broken down. They arrived 
at the scene at 17.38 and found that a Dutch 
cargo ship the Shokland was, by this time, drift-
ing without power just 1.4 miles off the coast at 
Little Rackwick.  
 
The 89 metre ship had previously passed 
through the Pentland Firth with a cargo of wind 
turbine components when they lost power and 
the engine room was said to be full of smoke. 
 
The lifeboat stood by the vessel until the Coast-
guard emergency tug Herakles and Orkney 
Towage tug Einar arrived on the scene. Cox-

swain of Longhope Lifeboat, Kevin Kirkpatrick 
said: 'Sea conditions were quite poor with a 
strong wind against the tide but we were ready to 
evacuate the crew if necessary.' 
A tow was established at 18.30 by the Einar. 
 
There seemed to be some confusion on where 
the ship was to be towed and the lifeboat and 
Heracles escorted the tow out of the Pentland 
Firth to Duncansby Head as the Einar and Shok-
land made their way to Aberdeen. 
 
Longhope lifeboat then returned to station, refu-
elled and was ready for service at 21.20. 
 
As it happened due to wind and sea conditions 
Aberdeen harbour was closed to shipping and 
the Einar then had to tow the Shokland back into 
Orkney waters, finally berthing safely at Hatston 
pier just before 13.00 on Monday afternoon. 
 
Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for 
Longhope, 07709 692811, 

maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

NEWS FROM RNLI LONGHOPE 

Just in case someone plans a holiday to the Netherlands this year, they might not realise that this is 

THE year to see most of the pain%ngs  by Jheronimus Bosch. They have never been seen before to-

gether.....in the town where he was born and died.... 

One has to travel to s'Hertogenbosch ( or Den Bosch as most tourist calls it). This is only 1 hour by 

train from Schiphol airport. 

If you want help on how to get the most of your visit to s'Hertogenbosch you can contact me.  

Friendly regards, Louise Budge 

 

• Hieronymus Bosch - Visions of Genius is at Noordbrabants Museum, ’s-Hertogenbosch, from 13 

February un%l 8 May 2016. h>p://www.hetnoordbrabantsmuseum.nl/english 

Longhope Lifeboat Guild raised £266 in 2015 from donations of second hand books. 

The books are located in the Lifeboat Shop, and at Lyness and Moaness waiting rooms.  

Many thanks for your support. 

LONGHOPE L IFEBOAT GUILD 

JHERONIMUS BOSCH EXHIBITION IN THE NETHERLANDS 



LALDIE HAANS—ORKNEY CRAFT FESTIVAL 
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Relief Islands Home Carers – Hoy  
 
Orkney Health and Care’s Home Care Service 
is an essential front line service providing care 
and support for vulnerable individuals enabling 
them to live as independently in their own 
home for as long as is possible.  
 
We do this by using a ‘reablement’ approach 
where we do things with people rather than 
doing things for people. The type of support 
we provide is individualised and tasks we un-
dertake include meal preparation, medication 
assistance, and personal care such as show-
ering or bathing. 
 
As a relief carer you will hopefully have previ-
ous experience of working in Social Care; 
however we will provide on-going training to 
develop and maintain your skills. You will en-
joy responsible, challenging, varied and re-
warding work as part of our team and will re-
ceive excellent support from our teams of So-
cial Care Co-ordinators and Home Care Or-
ganisers. 

ORKNEY HEALTH AND CARE—CARE AT HOME—VACANCIES 

You will need the sort of personality that enjoys 
interacting with people and making a difference 
to their lives. If you are motivated, caring, hon-
est, have a true desire to work with people, 
then this could be the job for you. 
 
You must be willing to work anywhere within 
the island on which you live so your own 
transport is essential.  A mileage allowance is 
payable for work related journeys.  

 

These posts are subject to PVG Scheme Pro-
tected Adults.  

 
Please apply online at myjobscotland.gov.uk 
quoting ref: number ORK00496 or alternatively 
contact Customer Services on 01856 873535 
to request an application form quoting the 
same number. 

 

For an informal chat please call Billy Gunn 

– Registered Manager. Tel: 01856 888390.  

Orkney has some of the most talented arts and 
craft makers anywhere in the country – now 
they’re set to come together in the first ever Ork-
n e y  C r a f t  F e s t i v a l .  
Talks, tours and workshops are planned to high-
light the skills of local folk and to encourage 
more people to experience craft making for 
themselves. 
 
It’s all set to get under way between the 29th of 
April and the 1st of May with plenty of opportu-
nities for both locals and visitors to learn about 
crafts, as well as trying out a range of techniques 
for themselves.  
 
The bulk of the event will be held at the Standing 
Stones Hotel in Stenness, and Festival Director 
and local potter and ceramic artist, Elaine Hen-
derson, is putting the finishing touches to the 
inaugural programme. 
 
The first day of the Festival will see a dinner with 
special speakers, including local designer- mak-

ers who will discuss their experiences of setting 
up successful businesses in Orkney. They’ll be 
joined by Anne Sinclair, an expert Fair Isle and 
Shetland knitter as well as other visiting guests 
giving a range of perspectives on craft. 
 
The following day will see ten workshops held 
at the Standing Stones Hotel, giving those tak-
ing part the chance to make their own items 
under the expert eye of instructors. On offer 
will be techniques in wool and textiles, printing, 
dry-stone dyking, stone carving, model making 
and much more. Other studios will offer even 
more workshops round about the county, in-
cluding on Stronsay, Rousay, Westray, 
Shapinsay and Hoy.  
 
Elaine is also keen to hear from local arts and 
crafts makers who would like to get involved or 
share ideas for the structure of the Festival. Get 
in touch with her at laldiehaans@gmail.com.  



Interested in studying Archaeology? Why not attend an "Archaeology in a Day" Open Day at The 

University of the Highlands and Islands Archaeology Institute on 4th March. The UHI not only offer 

degree and postgraduate courses, but also modules and evening classes on Archaeology. Come along 

and experience some archaeology workshops for a few hours.  

 

Venue: The Archaeology Institute, Orkney College UHI, East 

Road, Kirkwall KW15 1LX 

 

Date: Friday 4th March 2016  

 

Time: 1pm to 4pm 
 

Come along to our open day (Archaeology in a Day) to discover what 

studying Archaeology at The University of the Highlands and Islands 

Archaeology Institute has to offer. Not only can you visit our academ-

ic departments, talk to our staff and current students, view our learn-

ing facilities, but you can also experience workshops on aspects of practical archaeology. 

The workshops include: 

• Osteoarchaeology (where you can observe a class examining excavated bones) 

• Finds from The Cairns excavation 

• 4000 year old Ceramics 

• Rocks and archaeology 

• Examining Teeth! 

 

You will also see how we use the unique archaeological landscape of Orkney to further your studies.  

 

The “Archaeology in a Day” Open Day is open to anyone who is considering studying Archaeology 

at undergraduate or post graduate level, in addition to anyone who is considering one of our short 

courses. We shall be videoing some of the workshops and posting on to our You Tube channel http://

bit.ly/1PF093k so even if you can`t visit Orkney in person, take advantage of one of our strong 

points and experience distance learning “Archaeology in a Day”. 

 

If you wish to attend then please contact Mary on 01856 569225 or Sean on 01856 569229, send us a 

message on our Facebook page http://on.fb.me/1SfIx3F , send us a message through Twitter 

@UHIArachaeology or e-mail Mary at studyarchaeology@uhi.ac.uk. 

 

Pictures from the Archaeology Institute, UHI website. 

 

 
 

 

HERITAGE MATTERS—OPEN DAY AT THE ARCHAEOLOGY INSTITUTE 
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GABLE END THEATRE 

PROGRAMME 2016— SPRING 
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All performances start at 8pm, unless otherwise stated 
 
FEBRUARY 
Sat27  FILM: SLOW WEST (cert. 15) 

A young Scot, an innocent abroad, arrives in the Wild West and meets up with a 

seasoned traveller and killer in a tale of murder and survival. 

 

MARCH 
Fri 11  FILM: THE LADY IN THE VAN (cert. 12A) 

Maggie Smith brilliant as the eccentric Miss Shepherd, allowed by writer Alan Ben-

nett to “temporarily” park the van that's her home in his drive. 

 

Sat 12  DRAMA & VARIETY SHOW: A NIGHT AT THE MARGOTS 

Hoy’s very own answer to the Oscars, in homage to Wright Atkinson 

 Featuring ‘NOTHING’ by Lindsay Hall, Haweg’s entry for this year’s SCDA One Act 

Play Festival:  

A hospital patient gets two visitors and is invited to contemplate time and the 

meaning of....... The meaning of what? Why, there's absolutely nothing to worry 

about. 

An absurd farce hinting at Faustian notions of mortality while skipping through a 

linguistic minefield. Dare we call this a Ghost Story? There's Nothing to it really. 

Second half of the evening will be an open stage, so compered by Lindsay Hall. 

FREE ENTRY! 
COME DRESSED FOR THE RED CARPET – SPOT PRIZES FOR THE BEST DRESSED 

RAFFLE; LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

 

Fri25  FILM: BROOKLYN (cert. 15) 

Saoirse Ronan plays an Irish immigrant lass who arrives to face conflicts in 1950s 

Brooklyn; a film highly praised for its subtlety and grace. 

 

APRIL 
Fri 8   FILM: THE DRESSMAKER (cert. 15) 

Kate Winslet is Tilly, returning to her rural Australian hometown with a sewing ma-

chine and haute couture ways, and old scores to settle. 

 

Fri 29  MUSIC: STAMP AND GO 

 ‘STAMP AND GO’ - singers of Sea Songs and all things Cornish - are from Perran-

porth, Cornwall. They have been together for 8 years, starting in the Watering Hole 

on Perranporth Beach, then to the Bolingey Inn, which they still regard as their 

home pub. Over the years they have performed at a wide range of locations, in-

cluding in the YM as part of the Orkney Folk Festival. In January 2015 they launched 

an E.P. "Shipwreck", in aid of the Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners Society, 

which is their chosen charity. 

Come along for a great night of shanty singing, stories and banter. 

 TICKETS £10/£1 ACCOMPANIED UNDER 16s & STUDENTS 



Fri 22   FILM:THEEB (cert. 15) 

Theeb, a Bedouin boy, is recruited as a desert guide to a blond, blue-eyed British 

officer who arrives in Arabia on a secret mission. 

MAY 

Sat 14  MUSIC: CLYPE 

 Formed in 2014 by pianist and singer/songwriter Simon Gall (Salsa Celtica) and 

featuring fiddler Jonny Hardie (Old Blind Dogs), Clype is a stripped-back experi-

ment in fusing sounds and styles from around the globe. The music borrows from 

Scottish folk traditions as well as from the rhythms of Latin America and harmonic 

ideas of jazz. Both Salsa Celtica and Old Blind Dogs have already performed on Hoy 

to great acclaim, so we know we’re in for a good night of top class music. 

 

…and looking ahead for treats coming up later in the year: 

 
Something to look forward to will be the first showing on Hoy of the by all accounts 
magnificent documentary film The Battles of the Coronel and Falklands Islands 
(cert. E) at the Gable End Theatre on Monday, 30 May, at 8 p.m., as part of our 
contribution to the official battle of Jutland commemorations. (A companion film 
on Jutland was also made in the 1920s, but has alas been lost.) Peter Ford will in-
troduce. 
 
Two of the first sea battles of the First World War took place in 1914 in the South 
Atlantic, where the Royal Navy set out to block Germany's policy of becoming a 
major global sea power. The first, the battle of Coronel, was a terrible shock as 
Britain suffered its first naval defeat in over a century, losing two battleships with 
all hands.  With the battle of the Falklands, however, the outcome went the other 
way and honour was regained. There were no newsreel cameras on hand to capture 
any of the action, but in 1927 these remarkable reconstructions were made, and 
have in turn become a fine example of the restoration skills of the British Film In-
stitute's archive department, with the stirring visual images underpinned by a new 
musical soundtrack from the band of the Royal Marines.   It's been called possibly 
"the greatest British war film you've never heard of".  Here will be a chance to see 
it. 

SEPTEMBER 

Fri 23  MUSIC: TALISK 

Talisk - BBC Radio 2 Young Folk Award Winners 2015. The trio also picked up the 

Danny Kyle Award at Celtic Connections in January.  

 

Mohsen Amini (Concertina), Hayley Keenan (Fiddle) and Craig Irving (Guitar) utilise 

their strong individual backgrounds in Irish and Scottish music to create an award 

winning sound. The trio’s engaging and energetic performances have already land-

ed them slots at some of Britain’s biggest festivals, including Cambridge Folk Festi-

val, Celtic Connections and Fairport Convention’s Cropredy Festival, and they're 

going to make a big impression over the next couple of years. 

 

T 

he diary will continue to fill up, so do keep a look-out for emails and posters, or check out 

http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/IOHDT/calendar.asp . If you would like to receive 

alerts, please email gable.end.theatre@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list. 

GABLE END CONTINUED 
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NOTICEBOARD 
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Sharon’s Thought for the day 

Change only yourself  if  you truly 
seek lasting happiness and peace. 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 
Telephone: 01856 701209; Web: www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health Centre will be open Monday to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appointment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that you 

give 5 working days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 and ask the operator to bleep the Hoy GP. 

Day Dr am Dr pm Nurse Notes 

Monday 0900-1100 1730-1930 0930-1100 approx Nurse evening surgery by re-
quest 

Tuesday 1000-1200* 1300-1500 0930-1100 approx *joint doctor/nurse clinic 

Wednesday 0900-1200** 1400-1600 0930-1100 approx **blood tests 

Thursday 0900-1100   0930-1100 approx   

Friday 1000-1200† 1730-1900 0930-1100 approx  †Longhope 1st, 3rd & 5th Fri-
day; Hoy 2nd and 4th Friday  

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community School, except 
where noted meeting dates for 2016 are:- 

 
General Meeting Friday 18 March North Walls School 
General Meeting Friday 6 May North Walls School 
Finance Meeting Friday 17 June North Walls School 

General Meeting Friday 26 August Graemsay Community Hall 
General Meeting Friday 11 November North Walls School  

Craft Club— Fridays 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

at The Shore, Longhope  

All welcome  - ; Children 50p 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, gossip! 

Computer Club at the Shore 

Mondays 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 

All welcome 

Computers and tablets available to 
use during the club. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits 

Adults £1 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

For more information on Laldie Haans, Orkney craft Festival—see 

www.facebook.com/LaldieHaansOrkney/ 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

Longhope Sailing Club 
 

This year the Longhope Regatta 

will be held on the 2nd July. 

UNICEF 
Winter fundraising Appeal for 

Syrian bairns. 
£176 was raised over Christmas.  
So many thanks to all those who 

contributed. 

Longhope Lifeboat Guild 

 

Wednesday 20 April:  
Lifeboat Guild AGM at North Walls 
Centre 
 
Sunday 1 May: 
Yellow welly day at the Lifeboat shed 
 
Sunday 12 June: 
Hoy half marathon, souvenirs and 
book stall 
 
Sunday 26 June: 
Open Day/Cream Teas at Lifeboat 
Shed 
 
Friday 4 November:  
Longhope Bazaar, YM 

North Walls Centre 

Badminton  

 

At the North Walls Centre  
every Saturday and Tuesday night 
at 8pm 
 
For more information,  
please contact William Lancaster 
791248 or Adam Clark 791255 

St Columba’s Parish 
Church 

SC 023194 
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K IRK NOTICES 

Lunches in kirkside 
Come and enjoy our 

Soup, sandwiches and home-

bakes 

Thurs 3
rd

 March:  

12noon $l 1.30pm 

~~ 

(first Thurs. in each month next 

one April 7
th

 ) 

£2.50 

SERVICES for EASTER 
 

St Columba’s, Longhope  

Palm Sunday: 20
th

 March at 

11.15am 

~~ 

Kirkside 

Maunday Thurs: 24
th

 March -  tba 

Please bring and share Lunch. 

~~ 

Hoy Kirk 

Good Friday 25
th

 March 

tba 

~~ 

St Columba’s 

Easter:  Sun 27
th

 March at 11.15am 

(All Ages welcome ) 
St Columba’s Kirk 

will be in the blue 

door 
Victoria street, Kirkwall 
from  

Monday 7th March to Sat-
urday 12th. 
If you would like to support us by 
donating items we would be very 
grateful.  These can be left in the 
Kirk - or we will happily collect 
them. 

“SUNDAYS COOL” 
 

at 11.15 on Sundays (not school 
holidays) 

 
for all those bairns who would like 
to join in learning about Jesus, the 
people of the 
Bible and the things they did, 
through writing, drawing, crafts 
and games. 



 

December 2015 

 

 

 

Total rainfall 131.9mm  

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 20.2mm on 1st. 

Highest max. temp. 14.2c on 17th. 

Lowest max. temp. 5.4c on 12th 

Ave. max. temp. 9.8c 

Lowest min. temp. 0.6c on 6th. 

Highest min. temp. 9.1c on 16th. 

Ave. min. temp. 3.9c 

Ave. temp. for December 6.9c. 

 

 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (April) must be submitted by 5th April 2016 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITI

ES .CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

WEATHER ROUND UP FOR DECEMBER 2015 AND JANUARY 2016 

Date: 16th March 2016 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Mee$ng 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or ques%ons, please contact Debs 

prior to the mee%ng 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

January 2016 

Total rainfall 311.7mm 

Highest rainfall total I've ever recorded in one month. 

Bea%ng 263mm in Nov. 1996 and previous record for 

January of 218mm  in 2008. 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 52.4mm on 7th. 

Highest max. temp. 14.0c on 24th. 

Lowest max. temp. 3.0c on19th. 

Ave. max. temp. 6.9c. 

Lowest min. temp. -4.2c on 19th. 

Highest min. temp. 8.8c on 24th. 

Ave. min. temp. 1.6c. 

Ave. temp. for Jan. 4.25c 

 

My total of 311.7mm of rain in January was the high-

est amount of rain recorded in any 

month in Orkney since records began in 1841! 


