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Welcome to the 
twenty-first issue of 

THE BLETHER.  

The June issue includes 
updates from Scapa 
Flow Visitor Centre, the 
Hoy Dancers, the YM 
and the Health Centre, 
plus much much more! 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank you to all of 
the contributors to 
the twenty-first issue 
and for the use of 
their photographs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 
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The season has got off to a busy start, with 

visitor numbers up on last year for both April 

and May – all we need now is some better 

weather and we’ll believe it’s summer! 

It’s also shaping up to be another busy year 

of volunteering at the museum. We were 

very excited to accept the North Ronaldsay 

praam (fishing boat) ‘Ruth’ into the collec-

tion in April, and volunteers from the Orkney 

Historic Boat Society, and others, have al-

ready started restoration work to remedy 

the effects of her long storage upside down 

on the ground. They are also hard at work 

trimming up the dinghy ‘Mayflower’ and 

later in the year hope to start the more spe-

cialist job of restoring the racing yole ‘Skua’, 

which was built for the author Eric Linklater in 

the 1930s. All these boats, together with oth-

ers from the museum collection, are on dis-

play in the Romney Hut. 

 

A group from the Royal Naval Association 

have also been busy (weather permitting) 

with some of the outside painting, which is a 

never-ending task. They plan to make regu-

lar visits over the course of this season, and 

hope that they will be able to carry out the 

task on an annual basis. 

 

If anyone would like to become a volun-

teer, or help out with occasional jobs that 

require a lot of hands, please contact Jude 

at the museum on 791300, or email 

jude.callister@orkney.gov.uk. 

What a fantastic, calm evening it was as the Hoy Head 
sailed across ‘The Flow’ with live music flowing down 
stairs all the way to Houton.  Another success for Hoy 
Dancers!  Thank you to everyone who took part in any 
way.  Next one will be on 6th April 2016!   
 
Mabel j Besant 
 

As promised – the details of the 10th Hoy Fringe 
Event.  It was a super day of dancing for everyone.  
The YM looked lovely with bunting up and daffodils 
everywhere.  The new room – The Shore was a great 
boon to us for serving lunch and just the extra space 
for people to sit – greatly praised by the visitors.  75 
people came over to take part along with the local 
dancing folks. We even had one lady from Austria and 
another from France both in Orkney for the Fringe 
Events and Ceilidh Weekend. Jessie Stuart delivered a 
fantastic afternoon workshop with two new dances 
for Hoy.  The 10’s Reel and a Waltz for Mabel.  Sadly 
this will be the last Jessie workshop on Hoy as she is 
retiring at the end of this year. She is going to come 
back as just ‘Jessie’.  A cracking dance followed the 
dinner to the lively music from The Kirkjuvagr 
Ceilidh Band.  Everything went like clockwork due to 
the super team work from all the willing helpers.  

SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE & MUSEUM 

HOY DANCERS— 10TH FRINGE EVENT 

PAGE 2 THE BLETHER 



On Friday 31st July to the 2nd August 2015, Hoy 

and Walls will be hosting two nights and two 

days of family entertainment. 

 

The event will open with a concert on Friday 

night featuring a local cabaret and headlined by 

Saltfishforty. 

 

A kids fun day will run during Saturday, culmi-

nating in an event featuring the ‘Crockness 

Monster’ and on Saturday night let your hair 

down to 'Cera Impala & The New Prohibition', 

'Dance Bandits' and 'The Chair'.  

 

Due to rules and regulations, we have a limit on 

the number of people we can allow in, so it will 

be tickets only and ‘no ticket, no entry’.  We 

are making them available to the community 

ahead of general advertising in the rest of Ork-

ney. 

 

Please get your tickets early and don’t leave it 

too late if you want to come along. They will be 

available from Groat’s shop in Longhope or 

online from next week (22nd June). 

 

It looks like its going to be a great weekend and 

we look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Please join in the fun! 

 

Ian Davidson 

INTRODUCING THE HOY HOOLIE 2015 

YM UPDATE 

PAGE 3 ISSUE 21 

2015 has seen the completion and naming 
of the extension at the YM. This was cele-
brated by a 1940’s evening on 20th March – 
and a super night it was too. All that has to 
be done now is get all the outside ground 
work including the Sailing Club compound 
finished off. A mighty wet winter, spring 
and now summer hasn’t been ideal for this 
type of work but signs of work getting un-
derway will be seen quite soon. There is 
also some decorating etc. to happen inside 
the YM. 
 
The Shore is proving an asset to the YM al-
ready as it is a light and airy room which is 
being used regularly for computer classes 
on a Monday and craft work on a Friday.  
The custom built bar area has made a huge 
difference in the short time in use and the 
seating area has freed up room in the hall 
at functions. 
 
More use of this space is required and ideas 
have been thrown around. One of the ideas 
is to develop an occasional café which 
groups can book to raise funds for their or-
ganization. 
 

If you are interested in helping develop this 
island facility do come along to a General 
Meeting in The Shore on 7th July at 8pm. 
 
Associated groups need to submit the name 
of their representative to act as key-holder 
on the YM committee to the Secretary, Jo 
Will, by the 1st July please. All keys are re-
quired to be handed back to Jo for re-
issuing before or at the General Meeting. 
 
This year is the 100th anniversary of the YM 
and a function is being planned for Friday 
16th October.  If you have ideas for this or 
wish to help please come along  to the 
meeting on the 7th July. 
 
Bookings for the YM whether it is the hall, 
meeting room, Shore, kitchen or equipment 
needs to be made through the Secretary   
Jo Will please.  
 
 
Mabel Besant 
On behalf of the YM committee 



COUNCIL COMMENT—SOMETHING D IFFERENT 
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As well as being part of several service commit-
tees, one of my roles as councillor is to sit on the 
board of the Pickaquoy Trust. The Trust is made 
up of councillors and members of the public, 
some of which are elected by a representative 
body e.g. St Magnus Festival. Before becoming 
a councillor I enjoyed several years as a public 
Trustee and didn't need to be asked twice to 
take up a position as a council member.  
 
The Trust is charged with running the Pickaquoy 
Centre, under a Service Level Agreement (SLA), 
and receives a management fee from Orkney 
Islands Council. The SLA defines the minimum 
service that the OIC expects from the Trust and 
provided these basic requirements are met the 
Trust can develop other aspects of Sport and 
Leisure services as they see fit. With this in mind 
the Trust has recently been looking at how it 
could enhance the experience it offers to camp-
ers and holiday makers and this week opens its 
first two 'Glamping Pods'. 
 
As the name implies the 'Glamping Pods' aim to 
offer a more glamorous camping experience and 
are primarily aimed at visitors to Orkney, but 
they could also provide overnight accommoda-
tion for islanders wishing to sample the 'town life' 
for a night or two. The huts can accommodate 
up to six people and are located close to the 
customer facilities on the campsite. The door 
and windows are double glazed and the pods 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL VISIT TESCO AND JOLLY ’S SHOP 

North Walls Community School 

visited Tesco and Jolly’s shop & 

factory. Read on to find out 

more. 
 

At Jolly’s we looked around the 

factory, learning how the fish 

get smoked, filleted and packed up. They sell lots of 

different things like crab claws, shrimps, haddock, 

smoked salmon and a lot more.  They had prepared a 

selection of fish for us to taste.  Most people really 

liked the hot smoked salmon. 
 

At Tesco we had a tasty lunch made by the Tesco 

cook. We had some salad, soup and sandwiches and a 

selection of delicious fruit. After our lunch in the up 

come fitted with energy lights, heater, double 
sockets and a reading lamp. They are also 
equipped with electric kettle, microwave, fridge, 
cups, bowls, plates and cutlery - everything to 
make your stay very comfortable! Free wifi is 
also included. Outside, a picnic table and BBQ 
have been provided for each Pod. Please note 
that bedding is not included and unfortunately 
there is a 'no pets' rule.  
 
As an introductory offer hire rates for the pods 
are £39 for two adults for two nights with addi-
tional adults and children being charged up to an 
extra £5 depending on the booking month. To 
book online, or for further information on the 
campsite, please go to www.pickaquoy.co.uk/
campsite. 

 

Rob Crichton 

stairs of Tesco, (a staff 

only area) we went down to 

the shop and tasted some 

cheese, then bread. The 

pupils also got clip boards 

and wrote down different 

types of foods containing oats.  

 

It was a fun day but it was a shame that it had 

to rain all day! Even so, it was 

super fun! 

 

Written by Molly Cannon, p7 

Pictures by Janet, Craig and 

Connor E 



Ever since NHS Orkney took on the Hoy & Walls prac-

tice the intention has been that there should be a 

resident GP and a regular relief GP. This ideal situa-

tion has now come to pass so, when Dr Pauline 

McCluskey covers Dr Cromarty’s leave this summer, 

she will be the last of the locums. From the autumn 

all of his absences should be covered by the same 

doctor – Dr Sue Buckland. 

 
“Hello! My first trip up to Hoy 
as the covering doctor for Dr 
Cromarty's leave isn't until Sep-
tember but I am really looking 
forward to it, especially follow-
ing such a warm welcome from 
everyone during the Interview 
visit back in April. 
 
I have been a Partner in a GP 
practice in Norfolk for the last 
18 years and can truly say I love 
my job as a GP; the variety and 
nature of the work and meeting 

so many different people makes for the best career I 
can imagine. I have visited Orkney several times over 

the last few years and was really pleased when a post 
came up that I could apply for (and even more 
pleased when I heard that I had got the job!) I have 
special interests in respiratory medicine, sexual 
health and palliative care. 
 
I have three children, all pretty much grown up now, 
and I keep a variety of animals including donkeys 
and a goat.  I spend much of any remaining spare 
time renovating my house and dabbling with various 
textile crafts such as spinning, felt making, weaving 
and a bit of knitting. My partner Brian will be joining 
me for some of my visits, he is an artist and very 
keen to get painting on Hoy.” 

 
We hope that this arrangement will provide much 

better continuity of care. It will also widen options, 

allow people to see a female doctor if they wish and 

to seek a second opinion from someone that they 

can see more than once.  It will be cheaper for NHS 

Orkney too – the bill for locums has been uncom-

fortably high in recent years. And it should make the 

provision of care on the island much more stable. 

 

Iain Cromarty 

ISLES NETWORK OF CARE (INOC) 

THAT ’S A RELIEF ! 
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Provision of health care for the island communities 

has been really problematic in past years. So, in an 

effort to make this more robust and resilient the 

Isles Network of Care (INOC) was formed. This or-

ganisation was initially a loose conglomerate of GPs 

and nurse practitioners but, now that NHS Orkney 

has appointed a Primary Care Manager and a Lead 

GP, the network is on a much sounder footing.  

 

All the clinicians on the islands meet by video confer-

ence every week to discuss evacuations to hospital 

and other events. This allows us to develop better 

ways of managing emergencies, gives us a unified 

voice in seeking improvements in services and pro-

vides professional support in what can be quite a 

lonely job.  In April we conducted the first INOC re-

cruitment drive for posts on Hoy, Sanday, Stronsay 

and Rousay – a much slicker and more successful 

way of recruiting than one island at a time. 

 

The next development will be to merge formally the 

island practices of Sanday, Hoy & Walls, Stronsay & 

Eday, Westray & Papay, and Rousay, Egilsay & Wyre. 

This will form a single INOC practice of 2200+ pa-

tients. To the outside world we will appear as a sin-

gle large practice. We think that people will then 

take much more notice of us and our unique needs 

than was the case when we were 7 (or so) small 

practices. We intend to take on a bigger role in train-

ing other ‘remote practitioners’ and we aim to be-

come a centre of excellence for remote and rural 

medicine & nursing.  We feel that this is essential if 

we are to attract the next generation of GPs, nurse 

practitioners and nurses so we see this very much as 

future-proofing care for the isles. 

 

However, we are each very conscious that all of the 

islands are different and we each firmly believe, of 

course, that we live on the best island. There will be 

no alteration in the way care is actually delivered or 

in the current model of resident clinical teams. In 

fact patients shouldn’t notice any difference at all. 

But we will be better placed to provide, and prove 

that we provide, a uniformly high standard of pri-

mary care, continuing care and emergency care well 

into the future.     

 

Iain Cromarty 



A FAMOUS SON OF HOY—UPDATE 
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Registration will be at 9:30 am at Longhope 

Pier, Briefing at 10:00 am and Sailing will 

commence at 10:30. am. Prize giving will be at 

approximately 4-4.30 pm. 

 

Please note that if the Sailing Club have to 

cancel the Regatta due to bad weather, they 

will also cancel the extra run of the MV 

Graemsay. 

 

For further information, contact Trish or 

Angus. 

RNLI LONGHOPE L IFEBOAT GUILD—DATES 

Don’t forget that the Longhope Regatta is be-

ing held on Saturday 11th July. 

 

Longhope Sailing Club have arranged a early 

sailing of the MV Graemsay on the day of 

Longhope Regatta (Saturday 11 July).   

 

The MV Graemsay will depart Stromness at 

7:45 arriving Moaness at 8:10, where the sail-

ing club will have transport arranged to bring 

any sailors to Longhope. 

 

Following on from our 

article last issue, 

Hamish Johnston’s new 

biography Matthew 

Forster Heddle: Miner-

alogist and Mountain-

eer was published  on 

the 3rd June. 

 

The photo shows him and his editor Lynne Reilly  on publi-

cation day.  

 

The book is published by National Museums Scotland En-

terprises – Publishing and the retail price is  14.99.  Hamish 

has  waived his royalties so that they can be ploughed back 

into the Museum which holds Heddle's great mineral 

collection. 

If you want to buy a copy of the book you can order it 

from any bookseller, but this link takes you direct to the 

NMS shop’s website page for the book: 

 http://shop.nms.ac.uk/products/Matthew-Forster-

Heddle.html 

 If you haven't already seen it, you may want to look at 

the book's Facebook page to which Hamish has been add-

ing material over the last two months.  This contains a lot 

of pictures for which there was not room in the book, 

together with anecdotes and information about Heddle.   

 https://www.facebook.com/matthew.forster.heddle  

LONGHOPE SAILING CLUB 

From 18 June,  the Lifeboat Shop will be open every 
Thursday and Saturday during the afternoon.  There 
are lots of new stock and there is always a good se-
lection of second hand books.  If you have visitors 
who want to visit outside of these times please ring 
Trish on 701498 or Val on 701521 who will arrange 
to open the shop. 
 
 
Wednesday 24 June 
Longhope Lifeboat Guild General Meeting 
The Guild will be holding a meeting at the Hoy Cen-
tre at 8pm.  A bus will leave from the lifeboat station 
at 7:20pm for the meeting. New members are always 
very welcome to come along and join us.  Contact 
Trish for further details. 
 

Sunday 5 July 
Lifeboat Open Day at the Lifeboat Station.  The Guild 
will be serving Cream teas in the station and there 
will be a raffle and lucky numbers table.  Tours of the 
Lifeboat will be available. The Coastguard helicopter 
and Coastguard team will also be in attendance for a 
joint exercise with the Lifeboat (operational duties 
permitting). 
 
Saturday 5 September 
Soup and Sandwiches at the Lifeboat Station to coin-
cide with the Longhope Mini Triathlon. 
 
Friday 6 November 
Lifeboat Christmas Bazaar at the YM.  There will be 
lots of stalls, competitions and a raffle.  Santa will be 
visiting and their will be teas served in “The Shore”. 
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We recently enjoyed a whole-school trip to the 

Rackwick valley.  Our main purpose was to try and 

view the sea eagles, nesting near the Dwarfie 

Stane. We had seen some RSPB leaflets before 

the trip, and they taught us how to identify cer-

tain birds of prey. Thanks to Lee and the volun-

teers who had set up some telescopes on tripods, 

we were able to see the eagles and even saw one 

of them in flight. 
 

After we had seen them, we carried on towards 

Rackwick and walked up the burn. Lee had activi-

ties for us like nature spotting, mini beast hunt 

and examining them with magnifying boxes and – 

believe it or not – we sat silently listening for all 

the sounds of nature round about us. We couldn’t 

believe that we heard the waves crashing on the 

shore at Rackwick. Everybody brought a packed 

lunch so we had a picnic in the heather before 

finding plants and matching their colours to cards 

that we got from Lee. 

Locating a Patient in an Emergency 
 
In the event of a cardiac arrest in the Community, time can make the difference between life and death. Com-
munity responders, and more recently the work of the Orkney Heart Support Group in placing defibrillators in 
some local schools, have improved services enormously. However, frustratingly, one significant factor delay-
ing treatment can be actually locating the patient. Many houses in Orkney are partially numbered or un-
numbered and some have no name plate, or names which are hard to spot from the road. Finding a location 
in a rural area can prove even more difficult if ambulance crews have only a house name and parish to guide 
them. The Scottish Ambulance Service use GPS systems to guide crews to the area but with houses often 
clustered in groups of three or four, finding the precise location of the casualty can waste vital minutes. What 
can the public do to help? 
 

Clearly name and number your house and ensure the name or number plate is easily visible from the 
road even at night 

 
In rural locations place house names at the road end as well as on the house itself. 
 
Car hazard lights - in the event of a 999 call, if you have a car in front of the house, and you have the op-

portunity, switch on the hazard lights. 
 
If it's dark, switch on all the lights in the house so it stands out. 
 
If you have a friend or relative available to help, ask them to wave down the ambulance crew or on-call 

doctor as they approach. 
 
If the patient is in a barn, or a field, or off the beaten track then try to send someone to stand by the road 

and wave. 
 
Whilst you are waiting for the ambulance please try to stay off the phone so that you can be contacted 

again if further directions are needed. 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL TRIP TO RACKWICK 

KEEPING ORKNEY SAFE 

We would like to say a big thank you to Lee from 

the RSPB and the volunteers who helped as well. 

 

Pictures by C o n n o r  T ,     

Joseph, Nuala, Lachlan, Lora 

and Ruby 



Despite the weather giving it some really horrible 
welly, folk bravely ventured out and came down to 
the station on Sunday 3 May to support the RNLI 
Mayday Appeal. 
 
The children of North Walls School produced some 
wond e r fu l  w e l l y  t h emed  pa i n t in g s   
which were displayed in the crew muster room add-
ing some cheer and brightness amongst the oilskins 
and life jackets. Strewn from the ceilings hung gar-
lands of yellow welly bunting made by members of 
the guild and local craft group. 

We had a competition where various mysterious 
objects were hidden inside a size 10 yellow boot and 
those brave enough to have a go had to plunge their 
hand inside, have a feel and guess what was lurking 
in the depths. The object that caused most horror 
and laughs was a Kiwi fruit that had unfortunately 
been squeezed by an over enthusiastic wee bairn. 
 
Also there was a pictorial test of local knowledge. 
Displayed were 12 photographs of RNLI yellow wel-
lys in different locations on the island. This caused a 
great deal of deliberation, discussion and rather a lot 
of guess work but all competitors tried their best. 
Well done to Matthew Budge for the most correct 
answers. 
 
The lifeboat guild once again produced a splendid 
selection of home bakes for sale and dotted around 
were baskets full of locally knitted little, yellow wel-
lies full of treats. The shop was open with new stock 
and a table groaned under the weight of second 
hand books. Many thanks to the Wellpark Garden 
Centre that kindly donated plants which were dis-
played in an old boot and put up for auction. 
 
However the main attraction seemed to be Soak a 
Crew Member. Out into the driving cold rain and 
wind sped the children with parents in tow. Buckets 
of water and sponges were waiting but where was 
the crew member? Then a hesitant line of no less 
than six volunteers trooped out and lined up to 

await their doom. Screeching with excitement the 
children sprang into action. Sponges running with 
water were hurled at the crew and in no time at all 
everyone was drenched. The children were so de-
lighted when the crew started to throw them back 
and it was as much fun for the kids trying to avoid 
the soggy missiles as it was throwing them. The 
wonderful interaction between the crew and the 
children was priceless. 
 

 
The event raised a magnificent total of £227.26 and 
RNLI Longhope would like to thank all those who 
made this event successful. The Lifeboat Guild for 
organising, baking, knitting and being a jolly good 
team, the crew for helping and as usual, getting wet. 
Special thanks to members of the YM Craft Group 
and Wellpark Garden centre. A very big thanks to 
North Walls School children and staff for the fabu-
lous art work. Lastly, but most importantly, a huge 
thank you to the folk who came along and supported 
the RNLI, by raising funds for the Charity that Saves 
Lives at Sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and photos by Mary Harris 

 

RNLI LONGHOPE YELLOW WELLY MAYDAY APPEAL 
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briefly between the clouds, lighting up the sky 

before the next downpour and I released her. 

 A couple of days later I emailed the photos to 

our bee man in Orkney and asked him could it 

possibly have been a dark version of the Buff-

tailed Bumblebee.  He excitedly thought it 

probably was but sent the photos to a highland 

bee and insect expert. The next day we got an 

answer, a definite confirmation, it was indeed 

the Buff-tailed Bumblebee (Bombus terrestris), 

unrecorded so 

far in Orkney. I 

do hope she's 

not all alone, 

she was quite 

delightful. 

 

Mary Harris 

As the dark miserable sodden clouds relent-

lessly piled in from the north and another 

gusty shower of driving rain swept across the 

bay, I took shelter in the greenhouse and 

was grateful for the meagre warmth. Quickly 

shutting the window to preserve that pre-

cious heat I was aware of a loud angry buzz-

ing, it seems I was not alone seeking shelter. 

There at the window was a large bumblebee 

trying desperately to fly through glass. 

When I reached over to rescue it I realised 

this was different than the normal bumbles 

that work away in the garden. The size indi-

cated a queen but instead of the normal yel-

low stripes this one had deep orangey, red 

markings and a rather splendid buff coloured 

tail. I had a good look at her and took a few 

photos when she rested to wash off the dust 

and cobwebs. Eventually the sun sulked 

ALL OF A BUZZ ! 
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CAROL LOCK SEPTEMBER 1950 - FEBRUARY 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Lock died in February 2015 and the is-

land lost a force of nature! On May 2nd, her 

husband Marshall and their family celebrated 

her life by having an open day at Honeysuckle 

Cottage to remember and share memories of 

a lovely person. 
 

The photo shows the amazing memorial that 

Marshall created following her death and I can 

only say that his love for Carol shines out of 

every part of this sculpture. Unfortunately, I 

could not get to the celebration in May but, by 

all accounts, it was a day full of sadness and 

happiness, shared memories and family recol-

lections—all in all “a day to remember” and 

something which Carol would have loved and 

exactly as she had planned. 
 

She was a lady of much determination, 

strength of character, who, refreshingly, 

called a spade a spade and who worked tire-

lessly for other people.  Her enthusiasm for all 

she undertook was an inspiration and when 

she said something was going to happen, it 

surely did. She was also a person of many 

hidden talents, one of them being an expert 

fly fisherman with a talent for tying her own 

flies! 
 

Sadly, I did not know her for very long, but I 

am lucky that I can say that I did know her. 

 

DJ 

Marshall Lock and his family would like to 

thank all who helped to make Carol’s celebra-

tion day so special, those who helped with the 

organization, Tam and Maureen for the food, 

the ladies who made the home bakes and all 

who came and donated to Macmillan Cancer 

Support (total not yet known). 



Peleliu Archaeological Sur-
vey 2014: Part 3 
Part three sees us moving up 

Peleliu to an area of major his-

torical significance. Just under a 

mile north of the central combat 

zone (CCZ), a narrow native trail 

wound its way through the maze 

of coral knolls, ridges and gullies 

that form the rugged spine of 

the island. 8 days after the US 1
st

 

Marine Division had landed on 

Peleliu, the decimated compa-

nies of the 1
st

 Marine Regiment had been replaced by the  

321
st

 Regimental Combat Team (RCT) of the Army’s 81
st

 

Infantry Division. On 23
rd

 September, the 2
nd

 Battalion, 

321
st

 RCT came across the narrow winding trail whilst ad-

vancing up the West 

Road. This trail (which 

became known as the 

321
st

 Trail) represented 

the only traversable 

route through the hills 

between the West and 

East coast roads. The 

Army encountered 

heavy resistance from 

two hilltop positions - 

Hill 100 which over-

looked the trail and Hill 

B which commanded the 

eastern junction of the 

trail with the East Road. 

Following 3 days of fierce fighting involving assailing ele-

vated positions using ladders and repulsing day and night 

counterattacks from Japanese troops, the summits of 

both of these hills had been secured. The result of this 

action marked a significant waypoint in the battle as the 

main Japanese defence units in the CCZ were now cut off 

from reinforcement or resupply in what became known as 

Hell’s Pocket. 

 

With no accurate maps existing for Peleliu our first task 

was to try and find the 321
st

 Trail and follow in the foot-

steps of the men of the 2
nd

 Battalion. Despite the knowl-

edge of the skilled EOD Technicians and Searchers of 

Cleared Ground Demining that led the way and cut a path 

for us through the dense vegetation, the trail proved in-

credibly illusive. We continued striking out east, then 

north a bit then east some more and were beginning to 

think about another change in direction when we came 

across some high ground. We might not have found the 

trail but we’d hit the rise south of Hill 100 and through a 

break in the trees could make out Hill B. We climbed onto 

a flat summit and all around us were hastily built circular 

and oval skir-

misher 

trenches of 

coral rubble. 

Telecommu-

nications 

wire ran from 

positions on 

the perimeter 

to central 

command 

posts, rusted ration cans and corrugated iron sheet lit-

tered the ground and everywhere US small arms ammuni-

tion could be found. Here were the remnants of a US 

Company strength position. Evidence of counterattack 

was distinctly apparent - unexploded Japanese hand gre-

nades on the slopes below defensive positions where they 

had rolled after falling short or being tossed back by the 

defenders, US hand grenades stashed in easy reach, a 

dropped US bayonet, single .30 calibre rifle rounds ejected 

to clear rifles at the end of an action and some of those 

carefully placed as a final self-defence round for when all 

other ammunition was expended. Perhaps the most so-

bering discovery however was a US water canteen exhibit-

ing the mark where a sabre blade had made contact dur-

ing close quarters combat. 

 

More Overseas Adventures 

I’ve also just returned from a 12 day research trip to the 

US where I visited the US Army Heritage & Education Cen-

tre in Carlisle, Pennsylvania and the US National Archives 

at College Park, Maryland. Similar to the UK National Ar-

chives trip which I undertook as part of the Legacies of 

Conflict Project, on this trip I gathered historic photo-

graphic and documentary material relating to Peleliu. I did 

however also manage to find a little extra time to look at 

some photos of Orkney taken during WWII by US Navy 

personnel whilst elements of the US Fleet were in Scapa 

Flow. Copies will be going to the Scapa Flow Visitor Centre 

& Museum so look out for them there or feel free to get in 

touch if you’d like a look. 

HERITAGE MATTERS :   
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Trying to find the 321st Trail 

US Canteen with sabre scar, shrapnel 
and small arms ammunition 

HMS Spartan passing Fara © 
NARA, ref. RG80-G-413-88047 



From the start of the First World War, tales about U-

boats in Orkney waters became common, often of the sort 

we categorize as “urban legends” today, though the term 

hardly seems appropriate for Orkney.   This one, about 

John (“Jock”) Bremner, was told me by Willie Groat. I 

wrote it down at the time to be sure I had it as Willie had 

told it.   Jock was born in the croft of Sandybraes, Rack-

wick, in 1899, and later became harbourmaster at Kirk-

wall and the author of the classic Hoy, the Dark En-

chanted Isle. 

 

During the First World War, when Jock was still a lad, he 

joined a group of Rackwick men who, under cover of a 

thick sea haar, decided to defy the security embargo and 

put out in a boat to fish. They made a good catch and 

were about to return when they became aware in the mist 

of a long, floating hulk that looked abandoned.   Immedi-

ately they had thoughts of a salvage reward, fastened a 

rope to the bow and started rowing to draw it along be-

hind them.   To their surprise they soon found themselves 

being pulled backwards.   A conning tower opened and 

there was a U-boat commander looking down on them. 

“What have you got in your baskets?” he asked.   They 

showed him their fish.   “We'll trade for your fish,” he 

JOCK BREMNER AND THE U-BOAT COMMANDER 
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said, “but all we've got is wine, and as it's German wine 

you can't be taking it ashore.” 

 

Well, they didn't have much choice in the matter, so 

aboard they went.   The German submariners were de-

lighted to be adding fresh fish to their diet. The wine bot-

tles were opened and in no time a good party was in pro-

gress. Jock thought to himself, “No one will ever believe 

this story, so how can we prove it's true,” and managed to 

secrete one of the empty bottles up the capacious sleeve 

of his oilskin jack before the Germans let them go. 

 (I wonder what became of it.) 

 

Years later, when Jock was in the harbours service, he 

was on a visit to Bremerhaven, and there was an exhibi-

tion of photographs of U-boat crews from the First World 

War. As he walked around looking at them, he suddenly 

stopped and said, “I know that man.” Everyone was 

amazed.  “But he lives here, in the town,” they told him.   

So Jock and the U-boat commander had a grand reunion, 

and no doubt another party. 

 

Peter Ford 

HOY YOUTH SUMMER ACTIVITY PROGRAMME—FOC 

The 2015 Summer Activity Programme will consist of some fantastic activities in the great outdoors of our 

beautiful island for ages 8-16 years old. It will be taking place over four days in June and July, and best of all 

it’s totally free, as it’s all being funded by the Cash-back for Communities Scheme.  The activities will be run 

by professional leaders drafted in from South and employed by Orkney Islands Council.  They will also be 

running similar activities on the Mainland but which will cost much more. 

Activities here on Hoy will be grouped by age in to two separate groups, one group for those at secondary 

school and one for those at primary school; the activities will consist of: 

 

                Archery                                Gorge Scrambling                            Mountain Biking 

                Coasteering                        Abseiling                                              Canoeing 

                Road Cycling                       Tyrolean traverse                            Climbing                

                Raft Building                       Sea Kayaking                                      Bush-craft 

 

The dates of the activities are: 

 

Monday & Tuesday 29
th

 & 30
th

 June 2015 

Thursday & Friday 30
th

 & 31
st

 July 2015 

 

It is very important that we know numbers in advance to ensure we have sufficient leader to attendee ratio, 

equipment, transport & safety cover etc, therefore it is requested that bookings are made with a £15.00/

child  fully returnable deposit.    Or you may choose to use the deposit to purchase an activity programme T 

Shirt for the child. The design of the T Shirt will be by the winner of the completion for the best design. 

 

All families have been sent a letter of invitation, a booking form and an medical consent form.  If there is 

anyone else wishing to attend or if more information is required then please contact the Trust Of-

fice.   Tel:   701356 



Island residents, Tony and Penny Pancaldi, 
have a very talented singer song writer daugh-
ter, Anna. She recently released her debut EP 
‘Black Tears’, launching it at her first headline 
show at The Servant Jazz Quarters in Dalston, 
London, to a sold out crowd. Pre-orders of the 
album came in at No. 6 on the iTunes singer 
songwriter chart (sandwiched between two 
James Bay  releases) and 52 in the Top Charts. 
 
Anna has already worked with Huw Stephens 
(BBC Radio 1) supporting acclaimed acts such 
as Rita Ora, Rudimental, The Noisettes and 
Tinchy Stryder at prestigious O2 academy ven-
ues, leading on to working with Grammy 
award winning producer Simon Gogerly 
(Paloma Faith, U2, No Doubt) and other pro-
ducers such as Carassius Gold (Laurel, Jack 
Garratt) and Hunstmen (Foals, Scott Matthews). 
Following on from her first release and UK tour, 
Anna has gone on to support Paper Aero-
planes and later this year she will be playing at 
the Secret Garden Party and  the Cambridge 
Folk Festival and supporting the immensely 
talented singer songwriter Kimberly Anne.  
 
Anna has received much critical acclaim since 
the launch of her album, being described by 
Emerging Icons as “having the emotive pres-
ence of Eva Cassidy and the folky soul of Joni 
Mitchell…” and by Ollie Winiberg of BBC Essex 
Introducing as "Wonderfully gifted…very very 
talented, the song speaks volumes for itself, I 
don't think Anna needs quotes to make people 

want to listen to her music, incredibly gifted”.  
Johnathan L’Anson of BBC Leeds found her 
songs “Spellbindingly beautiful songs, remark-
able talent, mesmerising…absolutely stunning”  
 

It’s a great achievement for someone who is un-
signed and unmanaged. Anna is due to release 
her second EP at the end of the year!  
 
Why not check out this link to her website and 
facebook page or watch her perform on these 
youtube clips. 
 
annapancaldi.com 
 
http://www.facebook.com/annapancaldimusic 
  
Live Balcony TV Session 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rgYqiJ4iKC4 
 
Live Ont'Sofa Session 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eq9a-
6BtJ-M 

 

ANNA PANCALDI—SINGER SONGWRITER 
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HOY K IRK  

On June 20th the Scottish Chamber Orchestra Wind Soloists will 

be playing in the Hoy Kirk as part of the St Magnus International 

Festival. They will be playing a richly varied programme of music 

mainly from the Baroque and Classical eras and concluding with 

Beethoven's early work for Wind Octet. The concert is peppered with deftly composed and quirkily 

melodic work by twentieth century Frenchman, Francis Poulenc. The concert will start at 11.30 am 

and last for approximately an hour. This concert is dedicated to the memory of Jack Rendall.  

 

Further details about this concert and the rest of the festival can be found at stmagnusfestival.com 

or on the St Magnus Festival facebook page. 



GABLE END THEATRE SUMMER PROGRAMME 2015  
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All performances start at 8pm, unless otherwise stated 
 

JUNE 
Fri 19 FILM: LEVIATHAN (Cert. 15) 
  A superb drama from Russia about small town courage in the face of the web of  
  corruption Putin’s rule has created. "A whale of a movie ... impossible to ignore" (Time  
  Out). "Unfailingly tense, and often darkly, painfully funny, this is a film possessed of both 
  classic sweep and contemporary relevance" (The List) . 
JULY   
Fri 3  FILM: STILL LIFE (cert. 12A) 
  Eddie Marsan plays a quietly humane council funeral officer with a special quest on behalf 
  of those who die alone. 
  "Beautifully crafted and exquisitely observed” (Guardian) 
  "Eddie Marsan is absolutely superb as the large-hearted loner" (Paste Magazine) 
 
Sat 4  MUSIC: DICK LEVENS AND ANNA FUSCHIA SCOTT 

Dick Levens (who last played here with the Driftwood Cowboys) and Anna Fuschia Scott, an 
Orcadian born singerrecreating pieces from their new CD ‘Calling Card’. 
" ...a remarkable new CD, one of the most original recordings by Orcadian musicians in a 
very long time." Duncan Maclean 
"'Calling Card' - thoroughly memorable and lush. Anna Fuschia Scott’s athletic soaring and 
arching vocals pull everything there is out of the songs. At the same time, Richard A Levens 
adds fluid and unfussy but nonetheless wholly absorbing guitar to faultlessly work around 
the lyrics."  FolkWords 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCfhRorZHJQ 
TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16s £1. LICENCED BAR 

 
Sat 18  LOVE IS STRANGE (cert. 15) 

A same-sex loving partnership of 40 years is disrupted by plans to marry.  
  "A film of great gentleness and subtlety" (Guardian) 
  "How completely unstrange it is, from its familiar family dynamic to its exquisite  
  honesty and compassion" (Washington Post) 
AUGUST 
Fri  7 FILM: TRASH (cert. 15) 
  A wallet turned up by kids on a dump starts to attract some deadly and sinister interest. 
  "A jaunty, gorgeously acted thriller" (This is London) 
  "There's a driving energy to the film-making" (The Times) 
 
Wed 12 MUSIC: FEIS ROIS CEILIDH TRAIL 

 5 of Scotland’s most outstanding young traditional musicians are taking part in this innova-
tive project throughout July and August.  The Fèis Rois Ceilidh Trail takes high quality tradi-
tional music to places where visitors will be in the peak summer months and is a successful 
cultural tourism initiative.  This summer the group are performing at venues from the Na-
tional Museum of Flight Air Show, to the Kelpies and from Orkney to the Cambridge Folk 
Festival.  If you have not yet seen them now is your chance.   

Don’t miss a fantastic evening of lively reels, jigs and beautifully crafted Gaelic songs. 

www.feisrois.org 

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16s £1. LICENCED BAR 

 

Fri 14 BIRDMAN (cert. 15) 
  Best Film Oscar: a fading star (Michael Keaton), haunted by his past glories as a comic-book 

  hero, yearns to make a come-back. "Everything you want movies to be: vital, challenging, 
  intellectually alive, visually stunning, emotionally affecting" (Empire Magazine) 

 

Fri 28  THE SECOND BEST MARIGOLD HOTEL (cert. PG) 

The keenly awaited sequel to the wildly popular original—Need we say more? 



ST COLUMBA’S PARISH     

CHURCH     

 

the Congregation warmly welcome you to join us at 

11.15am. 

June 21st       June Freeth 

          28th      Family Service  

     Sue Hollands and Sundays Cool 

July    5th      Anderson Sutherland 

          12th      Rev. Martin Prentice 

          19th      Steve Rhodes 

          26th      Val Kitchen 

Aug    2nd      June Freeth 

            9th      Rev. Martin Prentice  

          16th       June Freeth 

          23rd      Rev. Martin Prentice 

          30th      Val Kitchen 

 

with time to chat after the service 

over coffee, tea or juice.  

Scapa Flow Visitor Centre and 

Museum 

 

2015 OPENING HOURS 

MAY – SEPTEMBER 

Mon - Sun 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Mon – Sat 10.00am – 4.30pm 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community 
School, except where noted meeting dates for 2015 are:- 

 

Friday 19 June 2015 at 6.45 p.m (Finance applications only) 
Friday 21 August 2015 Graemsay Community Hall at 6:45 p.m 

Friday 13 November 2015 at 6.45 p.m  

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

One day you'll just be a memory to the 
people in your life ... make sure you're a 

good one  
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
No job too large or small, one off 
projects, or regular maintenance. 
 
30 years experience,  
fully insured. 
 
Call Gary on 701789 
Wateringhouse 
 

North Walls Centre 
Badminton  

 
At the North Walls Centre  
every Saturday and Tuesday night at 
8pm 
 
For more information,  
please contact William Lan-
caster 791248 or Adam 
Clark 791255 

Longhope Sailing Club 

 
Longhope Regatta is being held on Sat-

urday 11th July. See details on Page 6. 

 

Saturday 22nd August—Fishing and 

BBQ from the pier 

Brims Tidal Array 

OpenHydro and SSE Renewables are holding a Pre-
application consultation event regarding the Brims 
Tidal Array Project. 

They are planning to submit a planning consent ap-
plication for the project this year. They are inviting 
members of the public and other interested parties to 
a drop-in information session about the project so 
that they can provide further information. 

See dates, times and venues below: 
 
22 July 2015—1600-2000 Kirkwall Town Hall 

23 July 2015—1300-2000 North Walls School 

LUNCHES @ KIRK-

SIDE , Longhope 
Thurs 2nd July  

 Thurs 6th August 

Thurs 3rd September 

12 til 1.30pm 

Soup, sandwiches and home-

bakes available 
(sco:23194) 

St Columba’s 
SUMMER FAYRE 

 

Friday 17th July 2015  

at 8pm  

in the YM, Longhope 

Bric a Brac, Books, Toys, Plants, 

Produce, 

Home Bakes, good Clothing etc 

also 

Raffle, Games & Supper. 
 

Donations of items for stalls would be very 

welcome and can be collected in the week 

previous to the sale or can be left in the kirk 

vestry  

(sco:23194) 



 

April 

 

Total rainfall for month 

68.2mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

12.4mm on 26th. 

Highest max. temp. 15.6c on 10th. 

Lowest max. temp. 6.9c on 26th. 

Ave. max. temp. 9.8c 

Lowest min. temp. -0.9c on 11th. 

Highest min. temp. 7.7c on 6th. 

Ave. min. temp. 3.9c 

Ave. temp. for April 6.8c 

 

 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (August) must be submitted by 5th  August 2015 
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR APRIL AND MAY 2015 

Date: 15th July 2015 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Meeting 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or questions, please contact Debs 

prior to the meeting 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

May 

 

Total rainfall for month 163.6mm 

This is the highest May rainfall total for Orkney since 

records began in 1841. 

The previous highest total was 120.7mm at Deerness 

in 1932. 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 28.1mm on 3rd. 

Highest max. temp. 14.8c on 11th. 

Lowest max. temp. 7.7c on 6th and 7th. 

Ave. max. temp. 10.8c 

Lowest min. temp. -2.3c 1st. 

Highest min. temp. 7.7c on 21st. 

Ave. min. temp. 5.0c. 

Ave. temp. for May 7.9c. 

 


