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Welcome to the twenty-

seventh issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The June issue includes 
Jutland Commemorations, 
updates from North Walls 
School and the RNLI. See 
the ‘Dates for Diaries’ and 
Gable End programme for 
what’s on, but do check 
dates and times nearer the 
event as some things do 
change. 

Many thanks to all of 
the contributors to the 
twenty-seventh issue 
and for the use of their 
photographs. 

Contact details for further 
information or for contri-
butions can be found on the 
back page. 

Do please get in touch if you 
have anything you’d like to 
share with the community! 
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On 31st May 2016, a service to commem-

orate the centenary of the Ba�le of Jut-

land was held at Lyness Naval Cemetery. 

The weather was somewhat chilly and 

windy, with sea fog lingering in the bay 

where the Royal Navy's HMS Kent and the 

German Navy's Schleswig-Holstein made a 

perfect backdrop for the solemn occasion. 

 

Guests included the Princess Royal and 

her husband, Vice Admiral, Sir Tim Lau-

rence, the Prime Minister, David Camer-

on, Sco3sh First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon 

and His Excellency Mr Joachim Gauck, 

President of the Federal Republic of Ger-

many. Also present were descendants of 

people who had served on the ships in the largest naval ba�le of World War 1, 

together with members of the island community of Hoy and Walls. Before the 

service, and whilst awai8ng the arrival of the dignitaries, Bri8sh and German 

military bands played and marched. 

 

Wreaths were laid at the 

Cross of Sacrifice to mark 

the loss of both Bri8sh and 

German lives on that day 

100 years ago, whilst the 

children from North Walls 

School placed commemo-

ra8ve crosses on all the 

graves (see their report on 

page 3). There then fol-

lowed a service, with read-

ings from the records of 

men who had been in the 

ba�le.  

 

 In the cemetery, which is beau8fully maintained by the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission, are the graves of men who lost their lives in both wars, 

including those who died in the Ba�le of Jutland itself. 

 

A=er the service, there was tea and cakes and a chance to 'mingle' with some 

of the more important guests! 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Although not officially part of the Jutland or 

HMS Hampshire commemorations, the 

events undoubtedly brought large numbers of 

extra visitors to Scapa Flow Visitor Centre 

this May, making it the busiest May on rec-

ord with 2,276 visitors during the month.  

 

The museum was delighted to include HRH 

The Princess Royal and Vice Admiral Sir 

Timothy Laurence amongst those visitors on 

31 May. Scheduled for a 20 minute visit, 

they were so interested in the exhibition, and 

intent on talking to staff and visitors, that 

they stayed nearly three-quarters of an hour. 

Cadets from Training Ship John Jerwood 

provided a Guard of Honour outside the mu-

seum during the visit.  

SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE—ROYAL V ISIT 

JUTLAND CONTINUED 

PAGE 2 THE BLETHER 

Naval Cadets from TS John Jerwood  

 

Photo: Jude Callister 

Despite some chaos in the weeks preceding the event on Hoy, including some mu�erings on the island with 

regards to road closures, ferry changes, parking issues and various strange folk lurking in odd places, the 

event appeared to go without a hitch and those who went to the service found it extremely moving. 

 

A selec8on of pictures from the event. 
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Lora White placing her 

commemora8ve cross 

on the grave of a sailor 

lost at sea. 

Princess Anne mingling with 

guests a=er the service at Lyness. 

Adam Clark, in his role as a mem-

ber of the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission team, 

mee8ng David Cameron. 

Vice Admiral Sir Tim Laurence 



It is with a great sense of pride that I write a 

piece for the Blether about the role the boys and 

girls of North Walls Community School played in 

the Battle of Jutland Commemorative service at 

the Royal Naval cemetery at Lyness on Tuesday 

31st May 2016. 

 

The children were very excited when a luxury bus 

came to pick them up for rehearsals on Monday 

30th May, they are still speaking about it! Once at 

the cemetery, the boys and girls were told what 

they had to do and were given the opportunity to 

have a very short practice. Mrs Ward, Mrs Groat, 

Mr Stout, Grace and Isabelle were a great support 

to the boys and girls as they ‘pretended’ to place 

over five hundred crosses on the graves of all the 

sailors buried there.  

 

On the day of the service the children were 

helped to get ready by Claire, Liz and Sarah. The 

boys and girls thought they looked very smart and 

we all unanimously agreed. We were all very excit-

ed!  

 

Even though the weather was very cold and the 

children had to stand for some time, they demon-

strated purpose and strength of character until 

they were given the signal from out stage manag-

er, Bryonie, to complete what they had been asked 

to do. 

 

The children placed the commemorative crosses in 

two waves, the second wave included placing cross-

es on all the graves of those sailors who had died 

in the Battle of Jutland. Two of our senior pupils, 

Andrew and Georgia were give the special task of 

supporting Andreas Wagner, the Mayor of Wil-

helmshaven and Victoria Wallace, the Director 

General of the Commonwealth War Graves Com-

mission, in the placement of forget-me-not cross-

es on the graves of German sailors. 

 

After the service, the whole school was invited 

into the reception marquee and were given the op-

portunity to meet some very special people. First, 

Vice Admiral Sir Tim Laurence came to say hello. 

Next, our First Minister Nicola Sturgeon came to 

meet us and she was followed by His Excellency 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—JUTLAND COMMEMORATIONS 
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Mr Joachim Gauck, President of the Federal Re-

public of Germany. After high fiving the children, 

the President went on to tell the children about 

his engagement with the Queen the following day. 

Our final special visitor was Her Royal Highness 

The Princess Royal. The Princess Royal asked the 

boys and girls lots of questions about their learn-

ing and they answered every one with confidence 

and enthusiasm. Each child was given a commemo-

rative badge to remember this day, however, being 

given such an important role in helping to honour 

all the heroic sailors buried at the Naval cemetery 

was an experience that none of them would ever 

forget.  

 

In the words of the boys and girls…. 

“It was a real privilege to help the Mayor of Wil-

helmshaven” Andrew P6 

“It was really nice to meet people that you would 

not normally meet.” Hannah P5 

“I liked getting warm and meeting special people.” 

Nuala P5 

“I felt that what I had to do was really im-

portant.” Morwen P6 

“The rehearsals were exciting because everything 

was new.” Bryonie P6 

“I liked high fiving the German President.” William 

P1 

“I didn’t like standing for ages but I had to do my 

job.” Hamish P1 

“It was my first time meeting royalty, I loved it!” 

Lachlan P3 

 

Shirley Stuart—Head Teacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vice Admiral Sir Tim Laurence mee8ng the 

children from North Walls School. 



Poppies 

On the 4th May the whole school visited the “Weeping Window” poppy dis-

play outside St. Magnus Cathedral. 

Here are some of the girls and boys thoughts:- 

“Sad”      “Lovely”        “Fantastic”  

“Awesome”   “Terrific”   “Red waterfall” 

“Beautiful”   “Like a red carpet”      

“Amazing”   “Exciting”   “Magnificent” 

“Pretty”    “Red river”      “Happy”    
 

Here are Class One’s poems. 
 

Pretty pink poppies like the Eiffle Tower in the sky.  Ruby 

Precious pink poppies like people getting ready for a party.  Hamish 

Pampered pink poppies like Rapunzel’s hair.  Janet 

A puddle of pretend poppies like red pom-poms.  William 

Pretty poppies and pink poppies like a red sea.  Connor E 
A party of prize poppies like an erupting volcano.  Lachlan 
Pretty poppies flapping like Super Man’s cape.  Connor T 
A pool of peaceful poppies like a waterfall pouring down a cliff.  Lora 
Proper prize poppies like a red carpet.  Gracie 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL 
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NORTH WALLS SCHOOL— VISIT TO THE POPPIES 

Recently, pupils from both classes at North Walls Commu-

nity School were invited to go on a short trip to see H.M.S. 

Express and H.M.S. Dasher at Lyness.  They are two of the 

smaller navy boats that were visi8ng Orkney in connec8on 

with the commemora8ons for the Ba�le of Jutland. Before 

we went, we measured out how long the boat was. Can 

you believe it was almost iden8cal in length to our school 

hall!  We es8mated that it would be shorter, but it was 

just over 20 metres long. We had great fun when we ar-

rived at the boats because we were talking to the captain 

and asking lots of ques8ons.  We asked when the boat was 

built, how many control bu�ons are on the boat, and also 

about the places the boat goes. The man in the engine 

room was impressed that we knew about combus8on.  He 

told us that the engine room gets very, very hot when the 

boat is moving.  You can’t go in there for very long when 

it’s too hot.  Even when we were there, it was over 30 de-

grees and the boat wasn’t even moving.  The boats have 

two tank engines, and the fuel tanks hold 2430 litres each.  

There is a special escape hatch in case there is an emer-

gency, and cameras too so that the captain can check that 

everything is alright.  If there is a fire, there is toxic gas 

that can put it out – in other words, it suffocates the fire. 

Humans are not supposed to breathe that gas. The place 

where they go to sleep is 8ny!  There were six beds called 

‘bunks’ in one of the cabins so there’s not much room for 

the people.  The captain’s cabin had three lights; one red 

one and two normal ones.  There is also an emergency 

light. The place where they cook is called the galley.  They 

had giant-sized oven gloves – not like ones at home.  One 

man tried to make us believe there was a cow on board to 

give milk but we did not believe it! There were two show-

ers and three toilets.  Aboard the boats, they call the toi-

lets ‘the heads’. 

 

When we went upstairs to the outside, there were springy 

seats that the captain sits on and he can steer the boat 

from up there.  It was rainy the day we went so the seats 

were wet.  They probably don’t sit up there to steer on 

days like that. Back inside, some people were allowed to 

eat the crew’s Pringles.  It was very kind of them to share 

their treats with some of the visitors.  At the end of the 

trip, the crew from the boats gave us some gi=s, for exam-

ple a picture of one of the boats, a hat and some badges.  

We made sure to politely thank the men and women 

aboard for invi8ng us and answering all our ques8ons.  

The captain thanked us too and told us that they were 

pleased to be in Hoy. 



HOY DANCERS NEWS 
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North Walls School  
Janitor 
 
20 hours per week  
Permanent  
£18,068 pro rata (including Distant Islands Allow-
ance)  
 
We are looking for an enthusiastic, motivated, versatile 
person with good communication and organisation skills, 
to join our committed staff team. You should have expe-
rience of carrying out routine general maintenance with 
a commitment to a high standard of working and also a 
good understanding of security issues. This post will 
offer applicants a variety of challenges with the main 
duty being to ensure that the school buildings and 
grounds are well maintained, secure and safe.  
 
 
Prospective applicants are encouraged to discuss the 
posts by contacting Shirley Stuart, Head Teacher, tele-
phone 01856 791246 or 
email shirley.stuart@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk  
 
Closing date: Tuesday 21 June 2016  
See more at: https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/
councils/orkney-islands-council/jobs/janitor-north-walls-
school-51569#sthash.3EKT61ZN.dpuf 

ORKNEY ISLAND COUNCIL—VACANCIES 

The regular Monday dancing has now finished for the 
season.  We had 23 sessions between September ’15 
and May ’16 with the annual Fringe Event happening 
in April. Numbers have been slightly down over this 
year but we had fun all the same.  
 
The Fringe Event went very well again with 72 people 
coming over from the Mainland.  Lorna Fothering-
hame, from Kirkwall, and I led the workshop for the 
first time. The dances were varied and included a cou-
ple of the Jessie Stuarts dances written for her trips 
over 10 years. Lorna taught the dance The Longhope 
Lifeboat, as it needs 24 people to make it work.  It was 
then included in the evening dance – and what a su-
per dance it was with music from Kirkjuvagr Ceilidh 
Band.  Many thanks to the crew of the ferry for the 
‘Duff Run’ back to Houton. I believe it is a musical ex-
tension to our Fringe Event with some dancers bring-

ing instruments with them to play on the trip home.  
It was a beautiful flat calm evening.  The feedback 
after the Ceilidh Weekend is that the trip to Hoy is 
the highlight for many who come to Orkney for the 
week of dancing. Team work pulls this event off eve-
ry year.  Thanks to everyone who contributed to this 
success.   
 
On Friday 20

th
 May we held a Reels and Jigs even-

ing in Hoy Kirk.  12 people from the Mainland joined 
us for a super night of dancing.  In line with tradition, 
supper and a raffle were held at half time.  From just 
over a couple of dozen people – nearly £200 was 
raised for the St Johns Kirk restoration project.  Well 
done to everyone who contributed in any way.  
 
There will be two more Reels and Jigs evenings in 
Hoy Kirk over the summer so look out for the post-
ers. Proceeds from these will go back into dancing.   
 
The regular dancing will be back in September.  If 
anyone wishes to make suggestions for the next 
session then please get in touch with me.  Please 
get in touch if you want to know more. 
 
Mabel j Besant for Hoy Dancers 
Note: you can see a video clip of the Hoy Fringe 
Event on Kirkjuvagr Ceilidh Band’s Facebook 
page.  

North Walls School  
Auxiliary 
 
17.5 hours per week, Term-time  
Permanent  
£18,068 pro rata (including Distant Islands Allow-
ance)  
 
We are looking for an enthusiastic, adaptable person 
with good communication skills to join our committed 
staff team.  
 
The main duties of the post will include preparation of 
teaching materials for departments and cleaning, or-
ganising and tidying department resources including 
teaching rooms.  
 
 
Prospective applicants can discuss the post by contact-
ing Shirley Stuart, Head Teacher, on 01856 791246 or 
by email: shirley.stuart@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk    
 
Closing Date: Tuesday 21 June 2016  
 
See more at: https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/
councils/orkney-islands-council/jobs/auxiliary-north-
walls-school-51583#sthash.PjAFWA2S.dpuf 
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GRANT AWARDED TO RESTORE THE RACING YOLE ,  SKUA 

Orkney Arts, Museum and Heritage has been award-

ed £2250 through Museums Galleries Scotland Small 

Grant Scheme to conserve the racing yole Skua, 

which was formally owned and raced by the author 

Eric Linklater. The Skua is part of our collection, but 

the work involved in conserving her is out with the 

expertise of our own staff so we are delighted to have 

the opportunity to work on this project with an able 

and experienced team of volunteers from the Orkney 

Historic Boat Society. 

 

Experienced local boat builder, Ian Richardson, will 

give expert advice and guidance to the volunteers. 

The work will stabilise the boat, improve her appear-

ance and ensure her survival for future generations. 

Some of the work will be undertaken in the Romney 

Hut at Scapa Flow Visitor Centre and Museum, 

where part of our boat collection is on display. Here 

visitors to the museum will be able to see the work 

taking place. 

 

The Skua has considerable historical significance. 

She was built in Deerness for the Orkney novelist 

Eric Linklater who raced her in local regattas and is 

the only surviving 1930s ellipical-sterned yole, built 

specifically for racing, in Orkney. While she has 

been on display in the Romney Hut at Scapa Flow 

Visitor Centre and Museum, Lyness she needs work 

to stabilise her and ensure her survival. The work 

required has been assessed by the curatorial staff 

working in conjunction with the Orkney Historic 

Boat Society volunteers and, Ian Richardson, one of 

the few remaining local boat builders with considera-

ble knowledge and expertise in this field. 

 

Some of the work will be carried out in Ian's boat 

shed so as to allow the volunteers to call on his 

knowledge and expertise and also use some of the 

specialised tools available there. The less specialised 

aspects of the work will be undertaken at Scapa Flow 

Visitor Centre and Museum at Lyness. 

 

The Orkney Historic Boat Society has grown out of 

the previous Friends of Orkney Boat Museum. Their 

volunteers have worked with us for a number of 

years, with a team making weekly trips to Lyness to 

work in the Romney Hut there. Together, our most 

notable project to date is the restoration of the bank 

boat, Otter Bank, which provided banking services to 

the North Isles of Orkney for many years and which 

featured in the film Bank Ahead. More recently we 

have undertaken conservation work on the Ruth, a 

North Ronaldsay pramm, gifted to our collection last 

year. 

 

During these projects the volunteers have developed 

considerable skill in working on boats within a muse-

um context. OHBS are very keen to be involved in 

this project as is evidenced by their willingness to not 

only give of their time, but also to provide funding 

towards the work. 

 

This is a challenging project for them, but by working 

under the guidance of Ian Richardson they will be 

able to grow their own knowledge and skills. We will 

also increase our knowledge and understanding of 

traditional boat building. This project is at the very 

core of our stated purpose which is "The safeguard-

ing, collecting, preserving, conserving and interpreta-

tion of Orkney’s Heritage" and also meets many of 

our key aims. 

 

This project is at the very core of our stated purpose 

which is "The safeguarding, collecting, preserving, 

conserving and interpretation of Orkney’s Heritage" 

and also meets many of our key aims. 

 

Sheila Garson 



PAGE 7 ISSUE 27 

MARTELLO TOWER VOLUNTEERS 

ST JOHNS TRUST K IRK—BUY A SLATE 

The Friends of St John’s Kirk have just launched a 

crowdfunding page. The essential work on St Johns 

has started and the Trust have been received some 

financial help but are still in need of funds. Through 

the use of the crowdfunding page, they are hoping to 

Are you interested in becoming a tour guide at Hack-

ness Martello Tower? 

We want to provide greater appeal for visitors, ini-

8ally by a specialised tour in addi8on to the service 

already provided. No experience is necessary, just an 

enthusiasm for communica8ng with the general pub-

lic. We will provide full support and training. A com-

mitment of 1 tour per month and a minimum age of 

18 years old apply. 

 

Volunteers are eligible for free entry to all Historic 

Scotland sites in Orkney and Scotland. 

There is poten8al for the volunteer project to ex-

pand to ac8vity providers such as kids’ ac8vi8es, sto-

rytelling, demonstra8ons, musical performance etc. 

If you are interested in volunteering or have any ide-

as about ac8vi8es or wish to discuss the Martello 

Tower and Ba�ery in general please telephone David 

or Glen or visit us at the Ba�ery. 

Tel: 701727 

 

Further informa8on on volunteering is available on 

the Historic Environment Scotland website at 

h�ps://www.historicenvironment.scot/about-us/

volunteer-with-us#overview_tab 

 

See poster on page 14 

raise funds to complete the repair and restoration of 

this beautiful atmospheric building. 

 

More details can be found at: 

http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/st-johns-trust-church

-buy-a-slate   

 

Or, for a link, visit their facebook page: 

St Johns Trust Kirk 

 

Alternatively, if you would like to support the pro-

ject, donations can be sent to Mrs S Hollands - 

Kingslea, Longhope, Orkney. KW16 3PA.  

 

Please make cheques payable to - 

The Friends of St John's North Walls.  

HOY HALF MARATHON 

This year the Hoy Half Mara-
thon celebrated its 30th year. 
The weather on June 12th 
started off in typical Orkney 
fashion—chilly, windy, with 
a little drizzle for good meas-
ure. 

 
One hundred and forty-one competitors set off 
from Rackwick just after 11 am, with Tim Ross 
crossing the finishing line first in a time of 
1.21.09.  Katie Jenkins was the first lady home 

in  1.39.10, in what was her first half marathon. 
There was a somewhat party atmosphere to the 
event this year, with music playing to welcome 
the runners home, a bar and various stalls and 
other entertainment. All the runners received a 
goody bag with a selection of Orkney items 
and a medal to celebrate the marathon’s thirti-
eth year.  
 
A special presentation was made to 71-year-old 
John Mowat in honour of completing all 30 half
-marathons.  
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February  

Representa8ves from the crew of Longhope 

Lifeboat were invited to our local North Walls 

School where they were presented with a mag-

nificent cheque from the children for an impres-

sive £122. This money was raised last Novem-

ber by the children at a special event, The En-

terprise A�ernoon, organised at the 

school. Many thanks to the children, staff and 

supporters. 

April 

 

On 26 April Stuart Wallace, the new RNLI Divi-

sional Opera8ons Manager for the Islands Divi-

sion visited Longhope lifeboat sta8on to meet 

the crew and members of the sta8on manage-

ment group. Stuart is well qualified for his new 

role being a Master Mariner and Law Graduate 

with sea going command and shore manage-

ment experience.  

 

May 

 

Although rather cool and breezy, the sun shone 

brightly here for this year's RNLI Mayday Appeal 

– Yellow Welly Day. 

 

RNLI Longhope Lifeboat Guild are delighted to 

announce that they raised £449.25. There were 

home bakes, raffles, quizzes, games, kni�ed yel-

low bootees full of treats, RNLI souvenirs and 

used books. The children of North Walls School 

produced some excellent lifeboat themed art 

work in the form of bun8ng which really bright-

ened up the sta8on. Children of the YM Cra= 

Club made paper flowers, birds and bu�erflies 

which looked splendid displayed in a line up of 

old yellow wellies in front of the sta8on.  

 

However, for the children, the most popular 

event was chucking large wet sponges at mem-

bers of the lifeboat crew. Despite the crew being 

fully clad in their lifeboat gear, the children man-

aged to thoroughly drench them. It all livened up 

even more when the sponges were thrown back 

by the crew and the children squealed to dodge 

the soggy missiles. In the end I think some of the 

children forgot the sponges and just threw the 

buckets of water! Great fun was had by all. 

 

Many thanks to the Guild for organising this 

event, the bakers, cra=-makers, kni�ers, stall 

holders etc, the children for their superb art-

work, the crew for being such good sports and 

most importantly, a special thank you to the folk 

who came down to the sta8on to support us. 
The Thomas McCunn our vintage lifeboat was 

launched again from the Longhope Lifeboat Mu-

seum at Brims on 30 May in prepara8on to 

a�end the Na8onal Commemora8on of the Cen-

NEWS FROM RNLI LONGHOPE 



tenary of The Ba�le of Jutland. With our pre-

sent lifeboat the Helen Comrie as escort she 

made her way out into the Pentland Firth and 

round to Longhope pier.  

 

June 

On Tuesday 31 May, four RNLI Lifeboats 

a�ended the solemn but spectacular Com-

memora8on of the Centenary of the Ba�le of 

Jutland. 

 

Providing a striking escort for the Longhope 

vintage lifeboat, the Thomas McCunn, three 

RNLI lifeboats from Longhope, Stromness and 

Thurso travelled in convoy to Lyness. Moored 

close by were the daun8ng Royal Navy frigate 

HMS Kent and German frigate Schleswig Hol-

stein with other smaller Naval vessels also in 

a�endance.  

 

With Scapa Flow, the main war8me anchorage 

for the Bri8sh Navy in the background, this col-

lec8on of vessels provided an impressive back-

drop to the main ceremony which was taking 

place on shore at the Lyness Naval Cemetery.  

 

It was rewarding to receive a generous wave 

from HRH Princess Royal as she passed by the 

lifeboats on her way to the service.  She is a 

keen patron of our vintage lifeboat and the 

lifeboat museum. 

 

Remembering the severe number of lives lost 

in this horrendous ba�le and seeing these na-

val ships here once again, was an emo8onal 

moment indeed. As we steamed back to our 

various sta8ons I reflected that here are three 

fine lifeboats and volunteer crews whose aim 

is to save lives at sea. 

 

Photo 1: School children present cheque to mem-

bers of lifeboat  

Photo 2: Selec8on of bun8ng produced by school 

children for Yellow Welly Day 

Photo 3: Sponges at the ready! 

Photo 4: Thomas McCunn 

Photo 5: Thomas McCunn and German frigate 

Schleswig Holstein 

 

Text and photos: Mary Harris 

 

************************************** 

Don’t forget the Longhope Lifeboat Guild  are hold-

ing an Open Day at 2 pm at the Lifeboat Shed on 

26th June. There will be cream teas and home 

bakes and the usual compe88ons and, of course, a 

raffle! 

 

There will also be a children’s fancy dress or hat 

compe88on.  

 

The crew will be pu3ng the lifeboat through her 

paces with some demonstra8ons and exercises. 

 

For more details, please contact Trish 701498 
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Here we go again! 

 

We have stuck to the same approach as last year but 

with a few enhancements and improvements. To try 

and get a better, more even, level of sound through 

the hall the sound system has been added to. We 

have created a more friendly and informative web 

site. Some of the events are now more spread across 

the community with the kids fun day being at the 

school and Gable End and an informal picnic being 

pulled together by the guys at the north end. If the 

weather beats us, we will picnic at the YM. We have 

added in a licensed session on the Saturday afternoon 

for those that won’t be at the kids day and are cur-

rently trying to get support from our younger com-

munity members for a Shore session on the Friday 

that is all about them. 

 

We have some great local talent but were too late to 

book major Orkney or Shetland bands. It was only 

luck last year that the Chair and Salt Fish 40 were 

available. However the guys that are coming up from 

south have all played at the Orkney Folk Festival 

either this year or last and the ones I met there this 

year seem just right for our sort of place. The ticket 

office has been open a couple of weeks and about a 

quarter of the tickets for each night have been taken 

up. I am glad to say that many have been purchased 

by people who are of the community but live else-

where. For me that’s one of the great feelings, The 

Hoolie gives a reason for them to come home and 

meet up again. 

 

I hope that you make it the success it was last year 

and gain a sense of pride sharing it with visitors. I 

know I do. To that end, we are inviting any of the 

groups on the island to put on a small display in the 

meeting room that shows the world how great our 

community is. If anyone is interested please get in 

touch. 

 

Nothing else to say other than hope you come along 

and enjoy the party. 

 

Ian Davidson 

H I FROM THE HOOLIE 

IOHDT COMMUNITY FUND AND PROJECT EVALUATION PANEL 
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The IoHDT Community Fund and the Training and 

Learning Fund are now both open for applica8ons. 

 

Applica8ons to the Training and Learning Fund can 

be undertaken at any8me, with decisions usually 

made within a week. For more informa8on about 

either fund and on how to apply, please contact the 

Trust office, 01856 701356. 

 

The next deadline for applica8ons to the Communi-

ty Fund is 15th July 2016, with the Project Evalua-

8on Panel (PEP) provisionally mee8ng on 26th July. 

Applica8on forms can requested from the Trust 

office and any queries should be emailed to 

chair.iohdt@gmail.com. 

 

The Trust is also looking for more members of the 

community to join the PEP. The PEP meet approxi-

mately four 8mes a year to evaluate applica8ons to 

the community fund and to make funding recom-

menda8ons to the Board.  

 

If you would be interested in ge3ng involved then 

please contact the Trust, as above. 



BRIMS TIDAL ARRAY 
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION
OpenHydro and SSE Renewables are jointly developing the Brims Tidal 

Array project located off the south coast of the Orkney island of Hoy.

Following extensive work to understand and characterise the site Marine 

Licence and Section 36 applications for the offshore elements of the project 

have been submitted to Marine Scotland. 

A hard copy of the Environmental Statement that accompanies the planning 

application can be viewed in Longhope Post Office, Kirkwall Public Library, the 

Scottish Government and Marine Scotland Libraries.

Representations on the applications and/or Environmental Statement should 

be made to the Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team by 26 July 2016. 

Representations should clearly reference Brims Tidal Array and specify the 

grounds for representation.  They should also be dated and clearly state the 

name (in block capitals) and full return email or postal address of those 

making representations.

Further information relating to the proposals can be found by visiting 

www.openhydro.com/brims. 

Feasibility studies in respect of the onshore 

elements is underway and further consultation 

will be carried out in due course. 

For any queries please contact:

Sarah Rocks, Project Manager, OpenHydro, 

Greenore Port, Greenore, Co. Louth, Ireland.

sarah.rocks@openhydro.co.uk

00353 42 934 9072

Contacts for submitting representations

Post

The Scottish Government

Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team, 

Marine Laboratory, 

PO Box 101, 375 Victoria Road, 

Aberdeen, AB11 9DB

Email 

BTAL.Representations@gov.scot



GABLE END THEATRE 

PROGRAMME 2016— SPRING/SUMMER 
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All performances start at 8pm, unless otherwise stated 
JUNE 

Sat 25  FILM: THE REVENANT (Cert. 15) 

  Set in the wilderness of North America in the 1820s, this is a tough, masculine movie (there 

  is only one female part – incidental and in flashback). It’s long and demanding.  

JULY   

Fri 1  MUSIC: LOUISE BICHAN with GALEN FRASER & FRIENDS 

 Louise Bichan - who last performed at the Gable End with Fara -brings over some musical 

friends from the US, whom she met through Alasdair Fraser's Valley of the Moon Fiddle 

Camp. The tour is an unofficial launch for her forthcoming album, Out of my Own Light. 

Galen Fraser (son of Alasdair Fraser) will also be releasing his new album, so they'll 

be playing a mix of each others music, plus music they have put together as a group, a lot 

of which they learned at Valley of the Moon. Hopefully they'll also have some local talent 

joining them on stage, so come along for a great night out. 

LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm  TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED SCHOOL AGE £1 

TO BOOK, TEL: HAZEL, 791312 or EMAIL gable.end.theatre@gmail.com 
 

Fri 8  FILM: PEGGY GUGGENHEIM—ART ADDICT (Cert. 15) 

  From the (slightly) ridiculous to the sublime! The life of art icon Peggy Guggenheim, based 

  on her sole authorized biography.  

 

Sat 23  FILM: FILM: HAIL, CAESAR! (Cert. 12A) 

The Coen Brothers' affectionate sharp-eyed satire on Hollywood excess. 

AUGUST 

Fri 5  FILM: A BIGGER SPLASH (Cert. 15) 

  The peace of an Italian island, ideal for a rock star's post-op recuperation, is up ended by 

  the arrival of an extrovert old flame and other tensions. (Tilda Swinton and Ralph Fiennes 

  lead the cast.) 

 

Wed 10 MUSIC: FEIS ROIS CEILIDH TRAIL 

  Music from some of Scotland’s finest young musicians 

 LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED SCHOOL AGE £1 

TO BOOK, TEL: HAZEL, 791312 or EMAIL gable.end.theatre@gmail.com 

 

Sat 20  FILM: DAD’S ARMY (Cert. PG) 

  The classic TV show given a big screen treatment by Oliver Parker. 

 

Sat 27  MUSIC: AULD HAT, NEW HEIDS 

Four of Scotland's top folk singers musicians recreate the fabulous fun days of the 60s and 

70s Scottish folk scene. We know you can sing, so COME ALONG AND SING ALONG! – audi-

ence participation encouraged!! 

LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED SCHOOL AGE £1 

TO BOOK, TEL: HAZEL, 791312 or EMAIL gable.end.theatre@gmail.com 

 

The diary will continue to fill up, so do keep a look-out for emails and posters, or check out http://

www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/IOHDT/calendar.asp . If you would like to receive alerts, please email 

gable.end.theatre@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list. 



NOTICEBOARD 

PAGE 13 ISSUE 27 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

If  you don’t give yourself  the free-
dom to fail, you will never find the 

freedom to fly 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 
Telephone: 01856 701209; Web: www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health Centre will be open Monday to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appointment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that you 

give 5 working days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 and ask the operator to bleep the Hoy GP. 

Day Dr am Dr pm Nurse Notes 

Monday 0900-1100 1730-1930 0930-1100 approx Nurse evening surgery by re-
quest 

Tuesday 1000-1200* 1300-1500 0930-1100 approx *joint doctor/nurse clinic 

Wednesday 0900-1200** 1400-1600 0930-1100 approx **blood tests 

Thursday 0900-1100   0930-1100 approx   

Friday 1000-1200† 1730-1900 0930-1100 approx  †Longhope 1st, 3rd & 5th Fri-
day; Hoy 2nd and 4th Friday  

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community School, except 
where noted meeting dates for 2016 are:- 

 
Finance Meeting Friday 17 June North Walls School 

General Meeting Friday 26 August Graemsay Community Hall 
General Meeting Friday 11 November North Walls School  

Craft Club— Fridays 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

at The Shore, Longhope  

All welcome  - Adults £1, Children 50p 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, gossip! 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

Scapa Flow Visitor Centre and Museum 

2016 Opening Hours 

1 March – 30 April & 1-31 October:  

Mon – Sat 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

1 May – 30 September:  

Mon – Sun 10.00am – 4.30pm 

 

November 2016 – February 2017 

CLOSED 

Computer Club at the Shore 
Mondays 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 

All welcome 
Computers and tablets available to 

use during the club. 
Tea, coffee and biscuits 

Adults £1 

 

YM AGM on 21st June, 

8pm at the Shore  

All welcome. 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

KIRK FUNDRAISING 

At Easter, £82 was raised and donated to Chris-

.an Aid to help the poor in Pakistan, who live by 

the river and whose homes  

are threatened by rising water levels. 
 

         "LET US BUILD A HOUSE” 

 Appeal Nepal 
 

At this month's lunches in Kirkside, £100 was 

raised in support of this appeal. 

St Columba’s Hoy and Walls 
JULY KIRK SERVICES 

 Church Services will be in St 
Columba's each Sunday at 11.15am.  

 EXCEPT FOR: 

Sunday 3rd July: 

A joint Service and Baptism will be 
held in the FLOTTA Kirk. 

Ferry leaves Lyness at 10.30am, re-
turning from Flotta at 3pm. 

Sun 31st July:   

 A Service for All Ages will be held 

in the HOY Kirk at 11.15am  

St Columba’s Hoy and Walls 
The Kirk Sale takes place in the YM 
at 8pm on Friday 22nd July 2016. 
 

We would be pleased to accept items 
for the stalls, books, bric a 
brac, plants, nearly new items, bak-
ing, toys etc 
 

For  further information please ring 
701406, 701363, 701337 or 791262 

Longhope Sailing Club 
 

Longhope Regatta  - Saturday July 2nd 2016 
Please note there has been a change to the  
ferry timetable that weekend 
 
See the Orkney Ferries website link below: 
 http://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/pdfs/

North Walls Centre 

Badminton  

 

At the North Walls Centre  
every Friday and Tuesday night at 8pm 
 
For more information,  
please contact William Lancaster 791248 
or Adam Clark 791255 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
Call Richard on 701346 
Burnhouse 

Longhope Lifeboat Guild 

 
Sunday 26 June, 2 pm. 
Open Day/Cream Teas 
and home bakes at the Lifeboat Shed 
 

Competitions and Raffle 
Children’s fancy dress or fancy hat 



 

April 2016 

Total rainfall for April 

100.3mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

18.1mm on 9th. 

Highest max. temp. 11.4c on 2nd. 

Lowest max. temp. 6.5c on 23rd. 

Ave. max. temp. 9.2c 

Lowest min. temp. -1.8c 

Highest min. temp. 6.6c on 9th and 20th. 

Ave. min. temp. 3.0c 

Ave. temp. for April 6.1c. 

 

THE BLETHER 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue (August) must be submitted by 5th August 2016 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITI

ES .CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

WEATHER ROUND UP FOR APRIL AND MAY 2016 

Date: 13th July 2016 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Mee.ng 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or ques8ons, please contact Debs 

prior to the mee8ng 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

May 2016 

Total rainfall for May 52.1mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 11.8mm on 19th. 

Highest max. temp. 22.4c on 10th. 

Lowest max. temp. 9.1c on 18th. 

Ave. max. temp. 13.5c 

Lowest min. temp. 1.6c on 6th. 

Highest min. temp. 8.8c 

Ave. min. temp. 6.5c 

Ave. temp. for May 10.0c 

 

Many thanks to Jeff for the informa.on. 

 


