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Welcome to the sev-

enteenth issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The October issue in-
cludes news from the 
RNLI, Scapa Flow Inter-
pretation Centre and the 
IoHDT. 

See the ‘Dates for Dia-
ries’ and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

As always, a huge 
Thank You to all of 
the contributors to 
the seventeenth issue 
and for the use of 
their text and photo-
graphs. 

Contact details for fur-
ther information or for 
contributions can be 
found on the back page. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

HOY DANCERS 2 

SFVC UPDATE 3 

RNLI 4 

IOHDT UPDATES 5 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL 6 

HERITAGE MATTERS 7 

HOY & WALLS LAND-

SCAPE PROJECT 

8 

GABLE END 9 

NOTICEBOARD 10 

A proposal to carry out extensive 
repairs and development at the 
Scapa Flow Visitor Centre and Mu-
seum has taken a leap forward, with 
the project set to form part of the 
Council’s major works from 2015/16 
onwards. 
 
Orkney Islands Council agreed re-
cently to put aside £1.547m of 
Council funding to include the pro-
ject on its next capital programme. 
The project has already secured over 
half a million pounds of external 
funding, including £500k from His-
toric Scotland’s Building Repairs 
scheme towards repairs and restora-
tion of the existing historic pump 
house, oil tank and Romney hut and 
£25,970 from Museums Galleries 
Scotland Capital Fund to help pay for 
specialist conservation work on 
smaller artefacts and provision of 
climate-controlled display cabinets 
for fragile exhibits. 
 
A further £900k of funding is also 
looking hopeful, with the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) confirming this 
week they have given initial approval 
to the project which includes the de-
velopment of a new building along-
side the pumphouse following a suc-
cessful ‘first round’ bid from the 
Council. The development would 
house more display area, a shop and 
café, and improved visitor facilities 
including fully accessible toilets. 
 
Development funding of £4k has 
meantime been awarded by HLF to 

help the Council further develop the 
project and put together their sec-
ond round application for the £900k. 
 
Councillor Janice Annal, Chair of the 
Council’s Education, Leisure and 
Housing Committee which submitted 
the project for consideration by the 
Council, said: “I’m delighted the pro-
ject has reached this stage and is to 
be included in the Council’s capital 
programme. Although there is some 
way to go before the HLF funding is 
confirmed, their support for the pro-
ject so far is also encouraging. 
 
“I congratulate the staff involved for 
their hard work progressing the pro-
ject on these fronts. “These achieve-
ments will help protect an important 
wartime heritage asset, something 
especially welcome as we draw 
nearer to important national WW1 
commemorations, some of which will 
take place in Orkney.” 
 
Colin McLean, Head of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund in Scotland, com-
mented: 
 
“The sheltered waters of one of the 
world’s largest natural harbours 
have shaped the history of travel, 
trade and maritime warfare across 
centuries. Scapa Flow has an inter-
nationally important story to tell and 
HLF is delighted to give its initial 
support to a project which will do 
just that. Not only will rare military 
equipment from both World Wars be 
saved but some of the stories of the 
12,000 people once stationed there 
will bring the Naval Base’s incredible 
history back to life.” 
 
Council officers will now be pressing 
ahead with the more detailed 
‘second-round’ bid to secure the 
£900k of HLF funding. 
 
Taken from OIC website 

RENOVATION WORKS AT SCAPA FLOW MUSEUM MOVE A STEP CLOSER 



Time flies when you’re having fun! We have 
already enjoyed 5 sessions of dancing in the 
2014/15 session-the 6th was cancelled due to 
the awful weather on 6th October! The new 
heating in the YM has made a vast difference 
to us and we all appreciate it.  Anyone wishing 
to ‘have a go’ is welcome to join us any Mon-
day evening from 8 - 10 pm. Nothing is too 
difficult as fun is the key to why we dance.  
On Monday 1st December we will hold our 
Christmas Social Evening, then have a break 
off for 4 weeks to give everyone the chance to 
go to the other events that will be held during 
December on the island. It will be back to 
dancing on Monday 5th January 2015.   

The 10th Annual Fringe Event will be held on 
WEDNESDAY 8TH APRIL 2015.  Yes, we have 
changed the day of the week for next year.  
Fundraising towards the late hire of the Hoy 
Head has begun in the way of donations, 
grants and prize bingo. The next Prize Bingo 
will be held on Saturday 25th October from 
7.30 - 10pm and it is open to everyone.  There 
is always a lot of banter, nice prizes and sup-
per at half time. Thank you to everyone who 
supports these events.  

 

Mabel J Besant 

 

HOY DANCERS 
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The Dunnet Head Educational 
Trust was formed in 2003 to 
raise the profile of Dunnet Head 
as the most northerly point of 
the UK mainland. 
 
The Trust obtained the plans of 
the military sites on the Head 
and mounted them for display in 

the tearooms at Brough, Dunnet Head.  The Trust 
continues to gather materials about WWII in general 
and is currently updating its web site at 
www.dunnethead.co.uk.  The Trust is keen to work 
with Orkney and also promotes the idea of Orkney as 
the Gateway to the North Highland Way 
www.northhighlandway.org.  

You can give your support to the Trust on line, join 
the Caithness History Group and become a Friend of 
the North Highland Way via its web site.  You can 
also find the Trust on facebook. https://
www.facebook.com/dunnet.trust 

 
 Hoy is a great place to visit at any time of the year, 

so we hope you will come to Dunnet Head, view the 
beautiful island from the mainland, then cross the 
Firth to Orkney.  
 
Bon voyage.   
 
Tina Irving, Secretary, Dunnet Head Educational 
Trust. 

BLYTHSWOOD SHOE BOX APPEAL 

Once again Class One filled boxes for the 

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal which is now 

in its 21st year.  These boxes will be dis-

tributed to people living in poverty in Al-

bania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, 

Pakistan, Romania and Serbia.  Hopefully 

these simple gifts will bring some joy and 

laughter to some child this Christmas.  

This year Class One managed to fill 5 

boxes.  

 

Class One would like to thank everyone 

who generously donated item for the shoe 

boxes.    

DUNNET HEAD EDUCATIONAL TRUST 



Museum Round up 

PAGE 3 ISSUE 17 

So far this season Scapa Flow Visitor Centre & Museum has had over 10,500 visitors, many of 

whom have also spent time exploring elsewhere on the island. A number of these visitors came es-

pecially for the guided walk around the Lyness wartime trail devised by Gavin as part of the IoHDT 

‘Legacies of Conflict’ project and I would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to Gavin, from the museum, 

for all his hard work throughout the year. We certainly plan to keep the guided walks going during 

next season. 

 

We have also had a busy volunteer season. Some of those who worked on Otter Bank have now 

turned their attention to the other boats in the collection. The Hopedale dinghy, built as a rowing 

dinghy by James Sabiston of Hilldyke, Flotta, for Captain George Porteous of Stromness in 1936 

has now been spruced up and is on display in the Romney Hut. Next year’s project will be to start 

restoring Skua, 

a 21ft yole that 

belonged to au-

thor Ernest 

Marwick. The 

volunteers have 

largely been 

drawn from 

members of the 

Orkney Historic 

Boat Society, 

which was 

formed to col-

lect and publish knowledge about boats built in Orkney or con-

tributing to Orkney life, assist in the preservation of historic Ork-

ney boats and record traditional boat building skills and crafts. 

For further information about the society, contact the Secretary, 

Jack Drever at orkneyhistoricboats@gmail.com 

 

Another group of volunteers, this time from the Royal Naval Association, devoted two Saturdays to 

cleaning and painting two of the guns from the WW1 German Fleet that are displayed in the mu-

seum forecourt. They hope to make this an annual event and we are very grateful for their help and 

support. 

 

Scapa Flow Visitor Centre & Museum 

and café will close for the winter at the 

end of this month, re-opening 30 March 

2015. A lot of work goes on behind the 

scenes during the winter months. 

Amongst other projects, this  year a 

number of exhibits – some too fragile to 

be currently displayed - will be under-

going conservation, with the help of a 

grant from Museums Galleries Scot-

land, and we look forward to seeing 

these on display in the future. 

Archie Bevan with Hopedale dinghy  
before restoration 

Hopedale dinghy  on display 

RNA volunteers hard at work 



LONGHOPE RNLI L IFEBOAT NEWS  

BY MARY HARRIS ,  VOLUNTEER LIFEBOAT PRESS 
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RNLI Longhope Lifeboat was launched on Saturday 30 August at 23.30 to locate and rescue a small vessel with 

engine problems in Scapa Flow. The lifeboat quickly found the 14-16ft vessel, which had two people aboard,  just 

north of Hunda and a tow was established by 00.04. After a successful tow the vessel was safely berthed alongside 

Scapa pier at 01.05. Unfortunately one of the casualties was taken ill on reaching Scapa and the attending Coast-

guards arranged for his admittance to hospital. The lifeboat was back at station, refuelled and ready for service at 

02.30. It is with credit to our volunteer crew that the lifeboat was at sea in only 7 minutes from the pagers going off. 

This is a new record and a very impressive rapid response. 

 

Many thanks once again to the Longhope Lifeboat Guild for providing refreshments at the Longhope Mini Triath-

lon. The sale of soup, sandwiches and ice-creams raised £152.00 for the RNLI. Congratulations to Lee and to all 

who took part, it was a great day indeed. 

 

On Friday 19 September 80 year old Pam Kirkpatrick from Aberdeenshire and her family travelled to Orkney to 

make a very special donation of £700 to Longhope lifeboat station and a further £500 to our lifeboat museum at 

Brims. This money had been collected from their generous friends and family at the funeral of Pam's dear husband, 

Tom Kirkpatrick, who sadly passed away earlier this year. RNLI Longhope would like to thank Pam very much for 

coming all the way to visit us and for the extremely generous donations. It was a real pleasure to meet this remark-

able woman and her lovely supportive family. 

Thankfully it has been a quiet time for the lifeboat but the crew still go through their paces with regular training and 

the updating of their lifesaving and rescue skills. Recently two of our newest crew members Dougie Edgar and 

Steve Rhodes together with long serving crew member Lorna Heddle took a brave leap into the sea. An important 

exercise to check the life jackets and hand held flares but also to experience how the survival suits and jackets effect 

ones mobility in the water. The supporting crew would also have practised retrieving the casualties from the water 

using the Jason's Cradle and A Frame. (See photo) 

 

RNLI Longhope would like to congratulate Geordie Taylor on receiving the pres-

tigious and well deserved Long Service Silver Badge award in June. Geordie was 

only 14 years old when he first became involved with Longhope lifeboat as a vol-

unteer shore crew member 55 years ago and it has been part of his life ever since. 

He still plays an active role within the station as Deputy Launch Authority. He is 

also deeply associated with the Longhope Lifeboat Museum at Brims and spends 

many hours showing visitors around this wonderful old lifeboat station where he 

first volunteered as a young man. We are all very proud of you and what you have 

quietly done for the Longhope lifeboats and those in trouble at sea over the years. 

Well done Geordie. 

 

Finally, as the nights draw in, it's hard to believe that the Guild are starting to pre-

pare for the Christmas Bazaar already! It will be held on Friday 7 November in the YM. If you have anything that 

could be donated to the stalls we would be very grateful. Members of the guild will be contacting households 

shortly to arrange for collection or items can be delivered to the YM from lunchtime on Thursday 6 November. 

Contact: Mary Harris, Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope 

T: 07709 692811 or 01856 701924 E: maryharris3pg@btinternet.com 

Photo: Mary Harris 
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To further develop our 

service after its first 

year the IoHDT recently 

held a public presenta-

tion and consultation to obtain feedback from the 

community about the Community Buses.  

 

At this open meeting, full details of the bus opera-

tions over the last year were presented, along 

with several financial models for how the service 

could be continued. We were glad to see a good 

number of people attend and were surprised and 

gratified by the numbers attending, the over-

whelming and unanimous support for keeping the 

service running and the equally grave concerns 

regarding its potential  ending or possible signifi-

cant reduction in the current provision.  

 

A lively and constructive dialogue was had with 

users and a number of extremely useful suggestions 

were proposed as to how to  augment/support any 

future service provision.  

 

Full records of our journeys for the last financial year 

have now been submitted to the auditor - in advance 

of our impending application to the Bus Service Op-

erators Grant. 

 

Meantime we still await the outcomes of our tender 

for the Hoy Bus Service to the Orkney Islands Council 

and our application to reinstate a summer only Hoy-

Hopper type service to the Bus investment Fund. 

 

Many thanks to all who attended the meeting and 

any further feedback or comments from the commu-

nity are welcome. 

 

IoHDT Bus sub-group 

Following a meeting in September of the Commu-

nity Fund Committee (CFC) several bursaries were 

approved: 

 

ECDL – European Computer Driving Licence; Mo-

bile Scissor Lift and Beam Course; Driving Lessons 

& Theory Tests; Teaching English in a Foreign Lan-

guage Training Course; A Level Psychology (AQA) 

Course; Counselling Skills Course; LGV Driving Les-

sons. 

BUSES UPDATE 

GRANTS AWARDED FROM THE HOY (TURBINE) COMMUNITY FUND 
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Another meeting of the  CFC will take place shortly to 

review the final applications for this round of funding. 

The Community Fund has completed it’s first full year 

of operation as a pilot scheme. As such, all proce-

dures and processes - involving both the application 

and decision making process - are now due for re-

view. This will ensure they are fit for purpose going 

forward and that they meet and adhere to both the 

objectives of the Trust and the needs of the commu-

nity. 

AFFORDABLE WARMTH SCHEME 

Almost a year ago, the IoHDT was 

awarded a grant from the Cli-

mate Challenge Fund (CCF) to 

enable fully certified energy as-

sessment surveys to be carried out on every do-

mestic property on Hoy. Currently, this phase of 

the Affordable Warmth and Service Support 

(AWSS) project is in month 12 of its 17 month pro-

gramme. The IoHDT are in the progress of arrang-

ing further drop-in sessions, provisionally ar-

ranged for the beginning of December, for any-

body who would like further information or, for 

those who haven't done so already, to sign up for 

a survey. Whilst the CCF project is still running (i.e. 

until the end of March 2015), all survey work will be 

done on a free of charge basis. 

The surveys result in an EPC (energy performance cer-

tificate) and OA (Occupancy Assessment) for each 

property, with thermal imaging/measurement and 

damp detection also available upon request. The EPC 

and OA are lodged on the relevant national registers 

affording qualification for applications to a range of 

Scottish Government and Local Authority grant 

schemes for energy efficiency measures. 

For more details, or to request a survey date, please 

call the IoHDT office on 701356 or Brian Clegg on 

701816. 



 NORTH WALLS SCHOOL—THE GREAT WAR 
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We were very fortunate to get a visit from Mike Web-
ster, who brought in lots of interesting artefacts from 
WW1. We got to hold a bayonet, see a soldier’s uni-
form and much more.  Here are some of the things 
we learnt from his visit. 
 
WW1 started in 1914, 100 years ago. Men went out 
to war and fought in dirty, muddy trenches that were 
full of rats. The soldiers were full of lice and some-
times caught nasty diseases such as trench foot 
which was caused by having wet feet all of the time 
and it made your feet go rotten. Trench foot could 
lead to gangrene and the only way to cure gangrene 
in those days was amputation. 
 
The trenches were created to protect from artillery. 
They were dug out by a tool called an entrencher. 
You had to fix it in the ground by putting a stick into 
the earth and attaching the stick to the tool through a 
hole in the top and then you started to dig. The 
trenches were in countries such as Belgium and 
France. 
 
Men fought with rifles which were used right up until 
the 70s. They had sharp bayonets on the end of 
them. Soldiers nicknamed the guns  smellies (SMLE) 
which stands for Short Magazine Lee-Enfield. Ma-
chine guns were also used later on in the war. 
Soldiers in WW1 were not paid much. The people 

who made the bullets 
were paid more. The 
uniform was strict. 
Soldiers wore a metal 
helmet to protect from 
bullets, a coat, trou-
sers and puttees 
which are a bit like 
bandages to put 
around your shins. 
Everybody wore 
badges to show what 
regiment they were 
in. The food was not 
good. Biscuits called 

hard tack were used to make porridge or chocolate 
pudding as they were too hard to eat on their own. 
Food was eaten out of metal tins called canteens. 
 
On Christmas day 1914, all the soldiers had a truce. 
They gave each other gifts and had a game of foot-
ball together. At the end of the truce some soldiers, 
German and British, refused to fight one another. 
Every Christmas soldiers received a gift of tobacco, 
cigarettes and a card from King George V and Prin-
cess Mary as a gift for serving their country. 
 
In the early years of the Great War, the family of a 
dead soldier received a giant penny, called a dead 

man’s penny. It said the name of the soldier and 
around the side it said “He died for freedom”. 
 
WW1 ended in 1918 and by that time around 16 mil-
lion people had been killed and 37 million injured. 
Many people had to wear newly invented artificial 
limbs. 
 
Even though Britain had victory, many soldiers all 
over the world got rid of their medals and uniforms 
as they were not proud of what they had done and 
were scarred for life from what they had seen. In No-
vember every year, Armistice Day is held to honour 
those who had their lives changed by WW1. We 
should respect them for their bravery and what they 
did for our country by wearing a poppy just like the 
ones that grew on the battlefields all those years 
ago.  
 
We enjoyed our visit from Mike Webster very much 
and would recommend his interesting talk to any 
other primary school doing a project about the First 
World War. 
 
 
Matilda Simpson 



the Scapa balloons to a burgeoning barrage of over 1200 

that formed a belt along the North Downs in Kent. 

Scapa Flow wasn’t left entirely without a balloon defence, 

however. A token barrage of 12 MkVI Low Zone (LZ) bal-

loons (smaller kite balloons with an operational ceiling of 

2000ft) remained and a staff of 4 kept the hydrogen fac-

tory at Rinnigill running to produce the gas to fill them. In 

all, 6 RAF personnel and 1 WAAF stayed on to oversee the 

training and hand over of these balloons to the Admiralty. 

They also served as a Care & Maintenance Party organis-

ing the shipment of any remaining RAF equipment. Navy 

personnel from the camp at Mill Bay began moving in to 

the RAF accommodation at the top of Ore Brae in August 

1944 and RAF barrage balloon involvement in Orkney fi-

nally ended on 21
st

 October with the departure of the last 

remaining personnel from Hoy. With the addition of the 

Scapa balloons, the ‘diver’ defences along the south coast 

began to prove effective and the rate of strikes on London 

drastically reduced. A total of 231 V1 flying bombs were 

eventually brought down by the balloons which must have 

been very satisfying for a squadron that had seen little 

enemy action and suffered from one of the heaviest wind-

caused balloon loss rates in the Royal Air Force. 

For those of your who are regular readers, you may recall 

that in June last year I told the story of the 150 Women’s 

Auxiliary Air Force volunteers who disembarked at Lyness 

pier to join 950 Barrage Balloon Squadron based at Ore 

Brae. 12 months later those WAAFs were repacking their 

kit bags and preparing to move to the south coast of Eng-

land. In fact every member of the squadron was packing 

as every person, balloon, , winch and cable was on the 

move - destination No 24 Balloon Centre, RAF Redhill in 

Surrey. I touched upon this story back in June but I felt 

that it warranted a little more unpacking. 

 

So why was the Scapa balloon barrage, which had been 

such a potent deterrent of air raids on the Fleet since 

1940, given orders on 23
rd

 of June to deflate and move? 

On 13
th

 June 1944 the first V1 flying bombs fell on London 

killing 6 people. By the end of the month between 70 and 

100 of the unmanned gyro guided planes were delivering 

their 1 ton payloads onto London every day. To try and 

counter this deadly threat Operation ‘Diver’ was activated 

which saw the large scale redeployment of thousands of 

anti-aircraft defences across the UK. The majority of the 

950 squadron departed Hoy on the 30
th

 June and added 

There are still lots of opportunities for you to 

find out more about your island’s wartime past. 

The entire collection of archive materials and an 

archaeological site database have been made 

available for you to consult by appointment at 

the IoHDT Office in Longhope (701356). The 

aerial photographic collection is also there for 

you to explore so as the wintery weather begins 

to close in I warmly encourage you to pop in and 

take a look at 1940’s Hoy through these stun-

ning images. Over 400 people have been in-

volved in the project this year and with your 

help I have been able to gather archive docu-

ments, photographs and stories, data about how 

islanders & visitors engage with wartime heri-

tage and identify 415 WWII archaeological sites 

across the island! So a massive thank you to you 

all! 

This month I write to you amidst mounds of pa-

pers as last month my position as Wartime Heri-

tage Officer came to an end and I’m now sitting 

writing the report. It has been a fantastic year 

and for those who missed my final talk at the 

Gable End last month I’d like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank the community of Hoy & Walls for 

all of your support over the past 12 months. As 

explained back in October 2013, this year has 

been about discovering what is left from WWII, 

what interest there is for it and what more can 

be done with it in the future. So to quote a well-

known statesman from the period -  

 

“Now this is not the end; it is not even the begin-

ning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the 

beginning.” 

HERITAGE MATTERS :  

70 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 
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Gavin Lindsay 

Inflating a barrage balloon on Hoy © OLA, ref. L5315/1 

RAF Hydrogen Gas Bottling Plant, Rinnigill 



HOY AND WALLS LANDSCAPE PROJECT 2014 
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LONGHOPE M INI TRIATHLON 

Following on from the success of last years inau-
gural event the second Longhope Mini Triathlon 
took place on September 6th organised by Lee 
Thomson. The weather was somewhat better 
than last year, at least when the brave competi-
tors were competing! The triathlon started with a 
400 m swim out and back from Longhope Pier, 
followed by a 11 km cycle around South Walls 
and then a 3.2 km run. Phew! After the event, 
soup and sandwiches were provided by the Long-
hope Lifeboat Guild. Well done to all who en-
tered!  

More photos can be found at: https://
www.facebook.com/pages/Longhope-Mini-
Triathlon/1380992008828301 

This year's season of fieldwork for the Hoy and Walls 
Landscape Project was focussed on Rackwick. Walkover 
survey was used to record all sites (modern to prehis-
toric) including less tangible places relating to folk sto-
ries. An overarching theme for the Rackwick Survey 
was to explore the perception and iconography of Rack-
wick within contemporary Orcadian society through 
fieldwork, informal interviews and archival research. 
 
The survey was split into two week long blocks. The 
first (2-6thJune) explored the northern part of the 

township. Key sites included the ‘house that was built in a day’ (a house built in a day by vil-
lagers to avoid the payment of tax for a newlywed couple), dead boy’s grave (the reputed site 
of a grave of a boy who jumped from a diseased ship and was killed by locals), and Jeff’s for-
mer Met office weather station. Several planticrues were recorded and remnants of boat nousts 
were found at the Nose of the Yard (beach), once home to numerous yoles. WWII remains, 
such as two searchlight emplacements which survived as earthworks, were identified with the 
help of Gavin Lindsay of the Hoy and Walls Wartime Heritage Project.  
 
The second week of the survey (30th June – 4th July) covered the central part of the township, 
south-eastern area and the sand dunes. Interesting planticrues on eastern side of the burn 
around to Burnmouth were found. Most were probably in use during the 19th century (as seen 
on OS map for 1882), but two had segmented outer banks similar to the Pictish square barrows 
investigated in 2013 at Groups, Braebuster. Here excavations revealed a recut ditch but no 
grave. Either the Rackwick examples are also Pictish (and if so the oldest sites in the township) 
or all of them are planticrues and date to the post-medieval period. Dating of the Braebuster 
monument may help to resolve this. 
 
A drop in day at the Hoy Kirk, home of the Hoy Heritage Project Archive, enabled the photo ar-
chive to be investigated and several residents called by to share stories and talk about Rack-
wick. An early map, belonging to one resident proved to be the oldest known detailed map of 
the township - drawn in 1792.  This confirmed that the township grew from the north-west 
slope in the area of the oldest known crofts, lynchets and deep soils (Crowsnest, Scar etc) to 
the south-east. 
 
Text (and photo) abridged from http://archaeologistsinresidence.wordpress.com with permis-

sion of Dan Lee, ORCA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Neil Robertson and Alison Leitch won the top two 
categories at this year's triathlon. 

 



GABLE END THEATRE 

AUTUMN/W INTER PROGRAMME 2014 
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Wed 29 ROME: OPEN CITY (cert. 12A).   

A great and powerful classic of Italian neo-realist cinema, introduced by Peter Ford. 

 

November 

Sat 8  FILM: KISS THE WATER (cert. PG).    

The beautiful atmospheric documentary about Megan Boyd of Brora and her ex-

traodinary gift for making salmon flies the fish could not resist.  

Sat 15  DRAMA: OH! WHAT A LOVELY WAR  

  performed by The St Magnus Players  

A satire on World War I (and by extension against war in general) the title is derived 

from the music hall song "Oh! It's a Lovely War," which is one of the major numbers 

in the show. Brought to us by the St Magnus Players, at 20 cast and crew one of larg-

est companies yet to perform at the Gable End, the performance features music and 

drama against an imaginative video backdrop. 

  TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S £1; LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm  

Fri 21  MUSIC: NAE PLANS 

Pianist/vocalist Hamish Napier (Back of The Moon, Man’s Ruin) and fiddler Adam 

Sutherland(Treacherous Orchestra, Session A9, Croft No. 5) join forces in a new and 

exciting album project called ‘Nae Plans‘. The two folkies draw their inspiration 

from other musical styles present in their lives, and freely express this. Chaos, raw 

energy, outrageous risk-taking, delight, joy, aching poignancy and humour – all in 

abundance in a series of enthralling performances. 'Nae Plans' will be touring with a 

live recording engineer and a videographer  and may add a performance in the Oil 

Tank at Scapa Flow Visitor Centre & Museum in addition to their Gable End gig. Defi-

nitely not to be missed! 

TICKETS £10/ACCOMPANIED UNDER-16S £1; LICENCED BAR; DOORS OPEN 7pm 

FRI 28  FILM: BOYHOOD (cert. 15). 

Richard Linklater's innovative family drama, shot over 12 years in real time, using 

the same actors as they grew up and aged: "a moving and utterly compelling ode to 

growing up and parenting".  

 

DECEMBER 

Fri 5  FILM: WE ARE THE BEST! (cert. 15).   

A hugely enjoyable, life-affirming romp about a trio of schoolgirls in 1980s Stock-

holm who refuse to accept that punk is dead and are determined to do what they 

are told they can't do: form their own band.    

 

DECEMBER IS ALSO PANTO TIME! Look out for dates and details later in the season….. 

 

If you would like to join the mailing list, please email gable.end.theatre@gmail.com. Details of all 
our events are posted on the IoHDT Events Calendar, and advertised on our Facebook page. 



Hoy and Walls Health Centre 

Telephone: 01856 701209 

Surgery hours 

Monday 9-10.30 am  17.45-19.15 pm 

Tuesday 14.00-15.30 pm 

Wednesday 13.00-14.30 pm 

Wednesday (blood tests only) 9-11 am 

Thursday 9-10.30 am 

Friday 9-10.30 am on the first and third Friday of each 

month, and 17.45-19.15 pm every week. 

 

On the second and fourth Friday of each month a sur-

gery is held in Hoy from 10-11 am. 

 

Nurse Clinics  

These are held from 10 am – 12 pm on Tuesdays and 

Fridays 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Mon-

day to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appoint-

ment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that 

you give 5 working days notice for repeat prescrip-

tions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When 

the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 who will contact the doctor. 

NOTICEBOARD 
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

 
All meetings are open to the general public, and 
held at North Walls Community School, except 

where noted meeting dates for 2014 are:- 
 

Friday 14 November 6:45 pm - General meeting  

Hoy Centre  

DO YOU NEED FAST BROADBAND? 

If so: the Front Door Reception area  

at the Hoy Centre will now be open  

every Friday from 11am to 4pm 

 so you can access the  

Centre's Wifi system for free! 

Password for access is hoycentre  

There is also a vending machine, phone & local in-
formation in the area 

 

When you've tried the free Wifi system: 

 if you require access to office space  

for a longer time, or for printing etc,  

there is a facility at the Centre  

available for a small charge. 

For further details please contact  

Fay 01856 791315 

Rachel 01856 791208 

 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 
 

When I was 5 years old, my mother always told 
me that happiness was the key to life. 
 
When I went to school, they asked me what I 
wanted to be when I grew up. 
 
I wrote down 'Happy'. 
 
They told me I didn't understand the assignment. 
I told them they didn't understand life." 
 
John Lennon 

Wild Heather Wild Heather Wild Heather Wild Heather     

Craft ShopCraft ShopCraft ShopCraft Shop    
    

    

Winter Opening HoursWinter Opening HoursWinter Opening HoursWinter Opening Hours    

October October October October ---- March March March March        

Fridays & Saturdays 11am Fridays & Saturdays 11am Fridays & Saturdays 11am Fridays & Saturdays 11am ---- 3.30pm  3.30pm  3.30pm  3.30pm     
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GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
No job too large or small, one off 
projects, or regular maintenance. 
 
30 years experience,  
fully insured. 
 
Call Gary on 701789 
Wateringhouse 
 

North Walls Community School 

Enterprise Afternoon 

On 

Wednesday 26th November 

 

Stalls, Competitions, Sales Tables  

& Raffle etc. 

 

All Welcome 

Monies raised will go to Water Aid 

and Mary’s Meals 

More details to follow 

North Walls Centre Badminton  

 

At the North Walls Centre  

every Saturday and Tuesday night at 

8pm 

 

For more information, please contact 



August 

 

Rainfall total 189.2mm 

A wet month but not the 

wettest August I've recorded. 

That was 2011 with 204.4mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 37.7mm on 10th. 

Highest max. temp. 19.6c on 3rd. 

Lowest max. temp. 12.6c on 20th. 

Ave. max. temp. 16.02c 

Lowest min. temp. 3.6c on 24th. 

Highest min. temp. 13.4c on 5th. 

Ave. min. temp. 10.53c 

Ave. temp. for August 13.27c. 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (December) must be submitted by 5th  December 2014 

THE BLETHER  
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2014 

September 

 

Rainfall total 71.8mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 19.9mm on 7th. 

Highest max. temp. 20.3c on 4th. 

Lowest max. temp. 12.9c on 7th. 

Ave. max. temp. 15.76c 

Lowest min. temp. 6.2c on 21st. 

Highest min. temp. 13.4c on 3rd. 

Ave. min. temp. 10.23c 

Ave. temp. for Sept. 13.00c 

 

Jeff Clark 

 

            

Island of Hoy Development Trust
 

Island of Hoy Development Trust

Electric Vehicle 

Loan Scheme
The IoHDT Electric Vehicle can be loaned out on a daily basis, for 

Island Residents to Trial,

please contact the Trust Project Manager, Steven Rhodes,  

on 701356 for more information or e-mail 

steven.rhodes.iohdt@gmailcom


