
yard which was still in use. However 
a solution was found when the kirk 
was purchased by The Friends of St 
Johns. Concerned about the deterio-
ration of the building, an ongoing 
fundraising campaign was em-
barked upon to preserve the heritage 
of this unique victorian building, 
which is felt to be a very important 
asset by all. 
 
The Trustees for The Friends of St 
Johns Trust Church are delighted to 
have been awarded a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. The building 
has served the community for 133 
years; it is great to know that we are 
a step closer to being able to restore 
this unique shore side kirk so that it 
can continue to serve the communi-
ty for many generations to come. 
 

Lucy Casot, Head of Heritage Lot-
tery Fund in Scotland said: 
“Scotland’s historic and diverse 
places of worship are so often at the 
heart of our communities. Thanks to 
National Lottery players HLF funds 
urgent structure repairs and also 
opportunities for volunteers to learn 
about the heritage that is important 
to them. St Johns Trust Church: re-
pair and restoration project is an 
excellent example of how HLF can 
help conserve a much loved building 
so it can continue to serve its local 
community.”  
 
 The Trustees for St Johns Trust 
Church 
www.facebook.com/stjohnskirk 
Photo from StJK facebook page 
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Welcome to the twenty-

third issue of THE 

BLETHER.  

The October issue includes 
updates from the Friends 
of St Johns Kirk, RNLI 
Longhope and the Hoy 
Dancers.  

See the ‘Dates for Diaries’ 
and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, but 
do check dates and times 
nearer the event as some 
things do change. 

Many thanks to all of 
the contributors to the 
twenty-third issue and 
for the use of their pho-
tographs. 

Contact details for further 
information or for contri-
butions can be found on 
the back page. 

Do please get in touch if 
you have anything you’d 
like to share with the com-
munity! 
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The Friends of St Johns Trust 
Church, North Walls, Orkney, has 
received a confirmed grant of 
£106,300 from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. 
  
This grant will allow the trustees to 
embark on a repair, restoration & 
rejuvenation project; which will re-
turn this beautiful atmospheric kirk 
to its former glory. Preparatory 
works will start in the autumn of 
2015 and it is hoped that the kirk 
will reopen to the public in autumn 
2016. 
 

St Johns is a non-denominational 
kirk which will once again be availa-
ble for services, weddings, christen-
ings and funerals. It is intended that 
the vestry will primarily be a room 
for quiet reflection or prayer and 
will also be available for small public 
meetings. The porch will become a 
heritage room displaying and hold-
ing local records relevant to the area 
of North Walls. The kirk will also 
host other cultural and social events 
throughout the year.  
 

St Johns Church was built in 1883 
by public subscription, it is one of 
the few remaining examples of a 
mission church without electricity or 
running water. In April 2001 it was 
decided that St Johns would be put 
on the open market by the Church of 
Scotland, this caused great concern 
among the community due to the 
kirk being surrounded by a grave-

FRIENDS OF ST JOHNS K IRK RECEIVE HLF GRANT 



We are already looking forward to next year, 
when two major events of WW1 will be com-
memorated in Orkney. 
 
As many of you will already know, the national 
commemoration of the Battle of Jutland will 
take place on the 31 May 2016 in the Royal Naval 
Cemetery at Lyness led by the UK Government 
WW1 Commemorations Project Team. The pro-
gramme is currently being developed, however 
tickets will be limited and more information will 
be available later this year as to how tickets etc. 
can be applied for.  
 

In addition, from 1 June – 5 June 2016, it is an-
ticipated that a number of information and cul-

tural events will occur in the days following this, 
culminating in a commemorative event to rec-
ognise the 100th anniversary of the sinking of 
HMS Hampshire on 5 June 1916 with the loss of 
737 men including Lord Kitchener.  
 

The summer exhibition at Orkney Museum in 
2016 will focus on the War at Sea. 
 

More detail will follow in due course and to this 
end we advise you to check the following web 
page regularly as we will update it once we have 
more information.  
 

http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/
S/ww1---2016.htm 

ing many who died as a result of the Battle of Jut-

land, it is a particularly moving and evocative 

place. The centenary of the Battle of Jutland is an 

opportunity for us to pay tribute to the contribution 

of the Royal Navy, and to honour the sacrifices 

made by sailors throughout the conflict. 

 

The CWGC commemorates some 50,000 naval 

personnel who lost their lives during the Great 

War. Many, who have no grave but the sea, are 

remembered at our naval memorials at Portsmouth, 

Plymouth and Chatham. Men who lost their lives 

in the battle are also commemorated in CWGC 

cemeteries across Scandinavia. These locations 

will also host commemorative events. Each place, 

each name, is a powerful reminder of the human 

cost of the maritime campaign.” 

 

Councillor Jim Foubister, Vice Convener of Ork-

ney Islands Council, said: 

 

“It is fitting that Orkney will host the national com-

memoration and that this will draw to a close at 

Lyness among the graves of some of the many 

thousands of sailors who lost their lives at Jutland. 

Over the months ahead, children in our schools 

will look at many aspects of the war, at Orkney’s 

role and the contributions of our forbearers. In this 

way we can help ensure that those who paid the 

ultimate sacrifice for their countries are never for-

gotten.” 
 

Report from OIC website. 
 

The Battle of Jutland was 

fought between the Royal Navy’s Grand Fleet and 

the German High Seas Fleet on 31 May – 1 June 

1916 and was the most significant naval engage-

ment of the First World War. More than 100,000 

sailors took part on both sides, in around 250 

ships. More than 6,000 Royal Navy and 2,500 

German sailors lost their lives. 

 

During the war, the Royal Navy’s Grand Fleet was 

based at Scapa Flow. The presence of the Grand 

Fleet and its thousands of sailors had a major im-

pact on the lives of ordinary Orcadians. Lyness 

Royal Naval Cemetery is the final resting place of 

more than 450 service personnel who died during 

WW1, including sailors who died as a result of the 

Battle of Jutland. It is cared for by the Common-

wealth War Graves Commission. 

 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Joe French KCB, CBE, 

Vice-Chairman of the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission, said: 

 

“The Commonwealth War Graves Commission is 

honoured to support the commemorations of the 

Battle of Jutland at Lyness Royal Naval Cemetery 

in Orkney. Our cemetery overlooks Scapa Flow, 

the home of the Royal Navy’s Grand Fleet during 

the First World War. As the final resting place of 

sailors who were buried by their comrades, includ-

NEWS FROM THE SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE & MUSEUM 

ORKNEY ’S CENTRAL ROLE IN JUTLAND COMMEMORATIONS 

PAGE 2 THE BLETHER 



Mid September and at last it 

was �me to come to Orkney! 

We had a really good journey 

driving up from Norfolk up to 

Cumbria then Glasgow and up 

the A9 to Gill’s Bay and then 

Houton. Actually it didn’t 

seem too far although it was 

great to arrive at Brims and 

the co(age which would be 

home for the next 10 days. At the �me of wri�ng I 

am on Mainland having a few days off pending my 

NHS Orkney induc�on at the Balfour.  A.er that I 

head South again back to my Norfolk Prac�ce for a 

week before flying back up from Norwich while Dr 

Cromarty a(ends a course. It will be good to have 

tried the various travel op�ons although I suspect 

the Aberdeen ferry will come in to play in the winter 

as it seems a li(le unlikely that I will encounter quite 

such wonderful weather again for a while. The sky 

and the sea have been a perfect blue and seeing 

seals on my drive into work has been a great pleas-

ure. 

 

I have been made very welcome by everyone I have 

met, both pa�ents and folk out and about, and not 

surprisingly the problems that bring people to the 

doctor are generally the same as down South but 

with the luxury of not having to wait a couple of 

weeks for a rou�ne appointment! I have had 3 or 4 

night call out s- luckily most were able to come to 

the health centre as it will take me a few more trips 

up to get a be(er idea of who lives where in the 

dark- sadly no visit requests came in when the moon 

was so beau�ful as the drive then would have been 

spectacular. 

 

Although I work in a “semi rural” prac�ce in England 

which is certainly smaller and friendlier than the city 

prac�ces, it is notable that everyone and everything 

here can be linked to everyone and everything else 

– a trip to the Wool Shed in Evie to buy some North 

Ronaldsay wool  (keep an eye out for the resul�ng 

hand dyed blue hat which will be kni(ed over the 

next few visits- as long as I can take some wooden 

kni>ng needles on the plane) resulted in an inter-

es�ng chat about �mes gone by with the re�red 

relief Nurse from Hoy and everyone Brian spoke to  

knew where we were staying be(er than he did! It 

is nice to start to feel part of a community. All in all 

a very good start to my new post; I hope you won’t 

need my services too o.en but I must say I am al-

ready looking forward to coming back. 
 

Dr Sue Buckland 

THE F IRST V ISIT— DR SUE BUCKLAND 
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The new session of dancing got off to a good 
start on Monday 7th September with new partic-
ipants coming along.  Numbers have kept at 
this level over the first five weeks which has 
made a big difference to the dances we are able 
to do.  The programme is varied to try to ac-
commodate all levels of dancing.   
 
If you feel like some exercise, a laugh and enjoy 
dancing then come along to the YM any Mon-
day evening for the 8pm start.   This is not a 
‘class’ that progresses through the session – it 
is just dance evenings for fun.   
 
In the past I have researched a bit about tradi-
tional dancing and not a lot has changed since I 
first hit the dance floor in the YM at the age of 
four.  I now share one little bit I like from my 
research -  Help those who are new to this 
much loved activity as the beginner of 
today is the dancer of tomorrow. 

Our first Prize Bingo was a huge success with 
The Shore packed out with players.  The banter 
was great and Wattie kept everyone’s eyes fixed 
on their tickets as he called the lucky numbers.  
Many thanks to those who contributed to the 
lovely supper at half time and to the huge num-
ber of raffle prizes. 
 
The next Bingo will be on Saturday 31st Octo-
ber in The Shore – Halloween.  Come wearing 
something to do with Halloween if you wish – it 
is not compulsory.  Doors will be open at 7pm 
with eyes down at 7.30pm.  Nice prizes and you 
never know what might be for supper on this 
date??!!  All proceeds from the Bingo evenings 
goes towards the late hire of the ferry for the 
April Fringe Event.  Bookings are already com-
ing in.  
 
Mabel Besant 



ORKNEY ISLANDS COUNCIL CULTURE FUND 
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Organisations are re-
minded of the culture 
fund available to com-
memorate two key 
events during the First 
World War. 

 
This fund is available to tie in with Orkney hosting a series 
of commemorative events in 2016. The national commem-
oration of the Battle of Jutland will take place on Tuesday 
31 May followed by events on Sunday 5 June to commemo-
rate the loss of HMS Hampshire off Marwick Head. 
 
An open pot totalling £5000 is available and applications 
are being invited from organisations who would like sup-
port to deliver arts and heritage events and activities that 
explore, share and commemorate WW1 Orkney. Priority 
for support will be given to projects which relate to the 
Battle of Jutland and loss of HMS Hampshire. Funding is 
only available to support activity taking place between 
Sunday 29 May 2016 - Sunday 5 June 2016. 

NORTH WALLS SCHOOL NEWS 

Recently Class 2 went to the Hoy Centre for our out-

door activity day.  It all started on the school bus and 

on our way we picked everybody up.  We arrived at 

the Hoy Centre and met our instructors there. 

 

They told us about our first activity, which was raft 

building.  Once they had split us into teams, the in-

structors showed us how to build a floating, sturdy 

raft. They used cans, sticks and string to demon-

strate. 

Once had designed and built our model of a strong 

raft, it was time to hit the road to Sandy Loch to test 

the rafts. As soon as we arrived we started to unload 

the trailer.  

 

On the way to the hill carrying planks, I got my foot 

stuck in a gigantic puddle of mud! We had to use 

teamwork unloading the trailer and carrying every-

thing up to the loch.  Then we used our models as 

guides to make real rafts to test on the water.  It took 

a while to make the full-size rafts.  One of the teams 

finished first and paddled quite quickly for the first 

half and they slowed down for the second half.  When 

the other team finished, we all had a race! 

Antony Mottershead, Orkney Islands Council’s Arts Officer, 
said: “The Council’s aspiration is to create a week of ac-
tivity in Orkney between these key maritime events dur-
ing the First World War. 
 
“Due to their significance to our community, we are look-
ing to support projects which actively engage people and 
communities in World War 1 Orkney. Projects might in-
clude community events, exhibitions, workshops, perfor-
mances, walks and talks that explore this heritage. 
 
“Their impact on Orkney is still evident today and it’s 
important that we continue to keep these stories alive. 
We want to get as much of the community involved as 
possible.” 
 
The deadline for applications of the culture fund is Mon-
day 9 November at 5pm. 
 
Further information is available from the Council website 
by searching ‘WW1 Culture Fund'. 

We used teamwork again to take apart our rafts 

and take all the bits and pieces back to the trailer.  

When we were all in the bus, we set off back to 

the Hoy Centre.  We had our packed lunches 

when we got off the bus. 

 

After lunch we got on the bus to go gorge walk-

ing.  We parked in a passing place along the Hoy 

road.  We collected our helmets and split up into 

two teams.  One team went down the gorge first, 

and the other went up the way.  We went through 

a dark, narrow tunnel (one of the instructors 

called it the ‘Fluffy Bunny Tunnel’) and carried on 

walking down the gorge. 

 

Finally we met up with the other team and we 

were talking about what our teams had been up 

to. Then we swapped places in the gorge and we 

had to hold on to a rope and walk down a water-

fall.  Once we were all down it was time to set off 

back to the bus. We really enjoyed the activity 

day and I hope we can do it again! 

 

Report by Class 2 



LONGHOPE L IFEBOAT GUILD 
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The Garden Club meets usually on the first Saturday 

of each month except for December and January. 

Most of the meetings are held at the Community 

Room at North Walls School. At present the club has 

forty two members with six committee members han-

dling finance, events, secretary and chairperson. 

 

Membership costs £2.00 per year and our meetings 

last approximately two hours. During the year, we 

have a mixed programme of speakers who give talks 

on a wide range of subjects, including wild flowers, 

flower arranging, garden maintenance, also films of 

British gardens and places of interest. We also organ-

ise garden raids around local gardens plus trips to 

gardens on Mainland Orkney.  

 

Every two years, we plan a trip to Mainland Scotland 

to visit other gardens. This usually takes place around 

May and there is a four day trip. We also hold a Gar-

den Party, either at the end of June or July, requiring 

a member to offer their garden for the event. It’s a 

great day for members and their family and friends to 

get together with plenty of food, drink and conversa-

tion. In December, we have a Christmas lunch, which 

has proved vey popular. Our A.G.M. is usually held 

in February. 

 

This year we have had a very mixed season, the high-

light of which was our trip to view the Herston Gar-

HOY AND WALLS GARDENING CLUB 

dens in South Ronaldsay, followed by a superb lunch 

at the Hoxa Tearooms, and afternoon tea at the Ma-

rengo Centre in St. Margarets Hope. This year’s Gar-

den Party was hosted by Carole and Michael Webster 

and, although the weather was not very good, those 

present enjoyed the afternoon. We are always looking 

for new members to join us. If anyone is interested 

please come along to our meetings. Our dates are dis-

played on the Community Website Calendar and no-

tices of meetings are displayed in the shop, surgery 

and on the ferry. 

 

The Committee would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all present members for their support. 

 

Rennie Findlay 

Secretary 

 

The annual Lifeboat Christmas Bazaar will be 
held at the YM at 8 pm on Friday 6th Novem-
ber. 
 
Santa will be attending and there will also be 
lots of stalls, raffles and competitions. RNLI 
souvenirs will be available, as well as a selec-
tion of Christmas cards. Teas will be served in 
The Shore. 
 
As normal, Guild members will be contacting 
households prior to the event for donations and 
the YM will be open 2 pm on Thursday (5th No-

vember) if folk prefer to take their items down to 
the YM themselves. Alternatively, contact Trish 
who can arrange for donations to be picked up. 
 
Following on from the sale there will be ‘Rumble 
in the jumble’ on Saturday 7th November from 
10 am until 11 am —fill a black bag for £2. 
 
The Guild will be visiting Graemsay on Sunday 
1st November with a bazaar and Flotta on Sat-
urday 14 November. 
 
For further details, contact Trish Avis. 

Next meeting: Saturday 7th November 
 
A talk by Jane Rawlinson 
 
“Blowin’ in the wind” 
 
North Walls Community Room at 11 am. 

Longhope Lifeboat Museum were at the Blue Door in September 2015. 

They managed to raise a fantastic £3443.35 !!! 

Many thanks to all who donated or helped during the week. 



PAGE 6 THE BLETHER 

The Future of the RNLI 
 

RNLI Longhope was recently visited by Paul Daly, 

Divisional Operations Manager and Merv Parsons, 

Divisional Technical Manager. 

 

A well supported meeting ensued with members 

from our lifeboat guild, management group and crew 

attending. Paul led the meeting and explained the 

aims for the future of the RNLI. Although in its early 

stages, from what I could gather the RNLI wants to 

change its approach and look at lifesaving from a 

new angle. It is hoped to reduce the number of 

deaths by drowning in the UK and Ireland by 50% 

before 2024. This involves more input from local 

stations and communities. We have been asked not 

just to think of rescue but how best can we and our 

community influence, educate and supervise people 

in being more safe, not just in the sea but around 

freshwater too. Are there any specific areas or activi-

ties that we see as a risk and can we improve them? 

Can we encourage folk to avoid danger in the first 

place? Obviously each community is different and 

has distinct issues but each person in a community is 

a potential lifesaver. Once these risks and dangers 

have been identified the problems can be addressed. 

With more communication between the folk of local 

communities, lifeboat stations and the RNLI these 

new approaches will hopefully mean that even more 

lives will be saved and that has to be a very good 

thing indeed. 

 

August 
 

Crew Training 

Two of our 

volunteer 

crew mem-

bers Dougie 

Edgar and 

Max An-

drews, re-

cently trav-

elled to RNLI 

College in 

Poole, Dor-

set, to com-

plete the charity’s Trainee Crew Course. A key part 

of the course is the sea survival element, which ena-

bles new volunteer crew to be trained in a variety of 

crucial subjects including how to ‘abandon ship’ 

with a 4m jump into water; team survival swimming 

and coping in a liferaft in simulated darkness; how to 

deal with fires aboard lifeboats; how to right a cap-

sized inshore lifeboat; and the importance of lifejack-

ets. Training took place in the Sea Survival Centre at 

the charity’s college, which includes a 25m wave-

generating survival tank, allowing trainees to experi-

ence first-hand some of the scenarios they may en-

counter at sea should they ever need to abandon their 

lifeboat. 

 

Joanna and Alexander 

Congratulations to loyal 

Lifeboat Guild member Jo 

and Lifeboat Mechanic 

Alexander who married 

on 21 August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Combined exercise at John O'Groats 

RNLI Longhope lifeboat is always pleased to meet up 

with its flanking 

stations RNLI 

Thurso and 

Wick and to go 

over rescue rou-

tines with them, 

particularly 

those involving 

the Coastguard 

helicopter. As 

well as working 

as a team, regu-

lar exercises like these give new crew members the 

experience and training of the rather daunting, close 

encounters they may come across with the helicopter 

in real life rescues. Any other problems that might 

arise during the exercise, for example, communica-

tions can be recognised and dealt with.  

NEWS FROM RNLI LONGHOPE 

Photo: Karen Munro, Thurso RNLI press officer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shout to ferry 

On Sunday 30 August RNLI Longhope Lifeboat was 

called out to stand by the Hoy Head ferry. Due to 

mechanical difficulties the ferry had safely dropped 

her anchor just off Longhope pier and the lifeboat 

attended as a precautionary measure. Sea conditions 

were good and the ferry crew managed to rectify the 

problem and get successfully under way. The life-

boat escorted the ferry out of Longhope Bay and 

then returned to station.  

 

September 
 

RNLI Silver Badge Award to Moira Groat. 

Moira Groat was presented with the prestigious Sil-

ver Badge award for her valuable support of the life-

boat service by Paul Daly, RNLI Divisional Opera-

tions Manager. 

 

Moira joined the Lifeboat Management Group in 

2001 as Treasurer and has fulfilled this role for the 

last 14 years with competence and dedication. Living 

at Wards in Longhope 

she is remarkably, the 

third member of the 

Groat family to hold 

this position. As well as 

being Treasurer, Moira 

often helps out with 

fundraising events held 

by the Longhope Life-

boat Guild and can of-

ten be seen wielding a 

large teapot, a tray of home bakes or generally help-

ing wherever she can. 

 

RNLI Longhope would like to congratulate and thank 

Moira for her long devoted service over the years and 

we are very grateful that she will continue to do so. 

 

October 
 

Shout stood down 

The lifeboat crew were paged the morning of 5 Octo-

ber at 10.21 to search for a missing diver in Scapa 

Flow. Just as the lifeboat was about to leave they 

were stood down by the Coastguard. Thankfully the 

casualty had been located and recovered by the dive 

boat. Once again a very rapid response from our vol-

unteer crew members.  

 

Mary Harris,  

Volunteer Lifeboat Press Officer for Longhope  

Text and photos (except where labelled) 

NEWS FROM RNLI LONGHOPE CONTINUED 
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IOHDT COMMUNITY FUND 

The IoHDT Community Fund and the Training 

and learning fund are now both open for appli-

ca�ons. 

 

The next deadline for applica�ons to the Com-

munity Fund is the 15th January 2016, with the 

Project Evalua�on Panel (PEP) provisionally 

mee�ng at the end of January to review them. 

 

Applica�ons to the Training and Learning Fund 

can be undertaken at any�me, with decisions 

made within a week to ten days. 

 

For more informa�on about either fund and on 

how to apply, please contact the Trust office, 

01856 701356 or email Steven Rhodes 

steven.rhodes.iohdt:gmail.com 

 

The Trust is also looking for more members of 

the community to join the PEP. The PEP meet 

approximately four �mes a year to evaluate 

applica�ons to the community fund and to 

make funding recommenda�ons to the board.  

 

If you would be interested in ge>ng involved 

then please contact the Trust using the contact 

details above. 

 



Rising at 0430 from their camps near Coventry and 

Liverpool, the 7 officers and 261 other ranks boarded 

trains bound for Thurso before transferring to ships 

bringing them to Longhope pier by 1300 the follow-

ing day. Coming from well-established gun ba(eries 

at the receiving end of the Lu.waffe’s city bombing 

campaign, there was a lot of change for the men of 

255. No.4 Sec�on who moved in to the H4 gun 

ba(ery near the present Stromabank Hotel simply 

state in their war diary: “arrived...a�er �ring journey. 

Condi�ons primi�ve compared to those we le�.” 

 

Much of October was spent se(ling in and making 

improvements to their far from adequate new quar-

ters: “New ablu�ons hut commenced. This is a decid-

ed improvement as the washing in the past was most 

primi�ve.” Ba(le experience and high standards 

amongst the men taking over at H4 (Stromabank) 

and H7 (Lyrawa) led to frequent training to improve 

gun drill �mes, gun targe�ng equipment being re-

situated and en�re batches of ammuni�on being 

condemned for weather corrosion. But it wasn’t all 

work and no play the war diary is filled with refer-

ences to film shows, concerts, inter-unit football 

matches and the first ever North Walls vs South 

Walls rugby match (27/10/40). Camp life in all its 

variety con�nued as the war allowed: “Morning - 

Bathing and laundry fa�gues. Enemy aircra� ob-

served over site. A�ernoon - football match at Muck-

le Rysa.” 

 

No.2 Sec�on based at Lyrawa had a par�cularly 

evenMul day on 27
th

 October 1940: “Body of woman 

and coffin discov-

ered in the peat 

south of Waters of 

Hoy. New grave 

dug and body re-

buried.” The sad 

story of Be(y Cor-

rigall is perhaps 

one of Hoy’s most 

widely retold and has taken on almost mythical pro-

por�ons as �me has passed. However, the tale of her 

rediscovery during WWII has remained vague, being 

a(ributed to a group of soldiers early in 1941. This 

war diary now adds another piece to her story giving 

an accurate date for her rediscovery and reburial 75 

years ago. For the men of 255 HAA Ba(ery, RA, their 

first winter on Hoy was one they would never forget. 

The turning of the seasons 

around this �me of year is a 

period of great change in the 

natural world of Hoy with 

reduced hours of daylight, 

stormier weather and differ-

ent wildlife, flora & fauna to 

enjoy. It’s also a �me of 

change for us as our working 

and recrea�onal rou�nes 

adjust, o.en in response to the altered environment 

in which we live. Hoy is one of those places where 

you definitely see, feel and hear that seasonal 

change as roads become quieter, opening hours and 

ferries reduce and flocks of new sounds arrive in the 

fields. For those who have moved to Hoy, the experi-

ence of that first winter as an islander is a memory 

that lasts a life�me. In many ways, things were no 

different 75 years ago, and yet in other ways they 

were completely different. 

The summer of 1940 was a �me of great fear and 

uncertainty as Britain fought desperately to protect 

its shores. As the leaves began to fall and the days 

shortened, the whole country could sigh in relief as 

the storm clouds of invasion were pushed aside by 

the storm clouds of autumn. Just like the geese, this 

month was a �me of major migra�on in Orkney as 

thousands of army personnel prepared to move 

south and thousands more arrived to replace them. 

September-October 1940 was the first of what be-

came an annual migra�on as units who had served in 

the an�-aircra. gun and searchlight ba(eries on Hoy 

since the outbreak of war were changed for the first 

�me. 

 

255 Heavy An�-Aircra. (HAA) Ba(ery was one of the 

units that moved up to Hoy in the autumn of 1940. 

HERITAGE MATTERS :   
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The National Archives, ref. ADM116/5790 

Scrabster Pier in WWII, where 255 HAA departed for Hoy  
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All performances start at 8pm, unless otherwise stated 
 

Saturday, 7 November: TIMBUKTU (cert. 15) 

A city threatened.   A culture defiant.   A film about Africa, out of Africa.   The pious, peace-loving 

community of Timbuktu is invaded by jihadists, seeming comically absurd at first, who must find ways 

of justifying themselves and set to work stamping out all forms of enjoyment and imposing their own 

draconian interpretation of the law. 

Supported by the BFI Neighbourhood Project. 

Saturday, 21 November: AMY (cert. 15) 

Singer song-writer Amy Winehouse predicted back in 2003 that she'd never be able to handle 

fame.   "I'd go mad," she said.   Fame came to her through her albums "Frank" (2003) and "Back to 

Black" (2006).   Using home movies, archive material, stills, interviews and recordings, Amy documents 

her struggle with addictions, an eating disorder, a toxic relationship, under the relentless gaze of the 

media, until her death in 2011. 

Supported by the BFI Neighbourhood Project.  

Friday, 4 December: MR HOLMES (cert. PG) 

Ian McKellen stars in a cunning performance as an elderly Sherlock Holmes, aged 93, keeping bees and 

facing unresolved mysteries from his past, egged on by the admiring young son of his housekeeper, 

who takes up the role of detective's assistant. 

 

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT: LOOKING FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS 

 

The Gable End Film Society and Gable End Theatre will be having a joint party and film show with the 

movie that marked Audrey Hepburn's star quality at its apogee: 

 

MONDAY, 28 DECEMBER: BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY'S (cert. PG): doors open 7 p.m. 

as part of the nation-wide BFI LOVE season project: 

The power of love is cinema’s most seductive illusion, making our hearts beat faster and shaping our 

dreams and longings. BFI LOVE is a major new project that will re-kindle audience passions for film and 

television’s most enduring love stories. Truly an affair to remember, the UK-wide season includes over 

1,000 screenings at 100s of cinemas, special one-off events, new and rare releases on DVD and BFI 

Player, education events and innovative interactive content across online and social media. 

 

Licensed bar with cocktails; dress theme to think Manhatten, shades, little black numbers, strings of 

pearls, "Moon River", glamour and eccentricity.   Prizes, raffle, late-night breakfast something or oth-

er.   Details to follow.     
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GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, and 
held at North Walls Community School, except 
where noted meeting dates for 2015 are:- 

 

Friday 13 November 2015 at 6.45 p.m  

ST COLUMBA’S PARISH     

CHURCH     

 

The Service of Remembrance on 8th November begins with a short act of Remem-
brance at 10.55 am at the War Memorial, Longhope and is followed by a service in 
St Columba's Kirk. 
 
We warmly welcome you to join us each Sunday. Children are also welcome to Sun-
day's Cool, meet at the church at 11.15. 
 
Please come and celebrate the end of the harvest at the service on 15th November 

at St Columba's Kirk, Longhope, 11.15 am. This is a Family Service. 

Sharon’s Thought for the day 

We should always aim for the moon ... 
because if we don't quite make it, we'll 

still end up amongst the stars. 

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 
Telephone: 01856 701209; Web: www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health centre will be open Monday to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appointment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that you 

give 5 working days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency phone 01856 701209. When the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 

888000 and ask the operator to bleep the Hoy GP. 

Day Dr am Dr pm Nurse Notes 

Monday 0900-1100 1730-1930 0930-1100 approx Nurse evening surgery by re-
quest 

Tuesday 1000-1200* 1300-1500 0930-1100 approx *joint doctor/nurse clinic 

Wednesday 0900-1200** 1400-1600 0930-1100 approx **blood tests 

Thursday 0900-1100   0930-1100 approx   

Friday 1000-1200† 1730-1900 0930-1100 approx  †Longhope 1st, 3rd & 5th Fri-
day; Hoy 2nd and 4th Friday  
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
No job too large or small, one off projects, 
or regular maintenance. 
 
30 years experience,  
fully insured. 
 
Call Gary on 701789 
Wateringhouse 
 

AGMs:  

The Gable End Theatre AGM will be held 

in the theatre foyer at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 

3 November. 

 

The Gable End Film Society AGM will be 

held in the theatre foyer at 8 p.m. on 

Tuesday, 1 December. 

 

Everyone warmly welcome to both these 

mee�ngs.   Find out more about how the 

theatre func�ons. 

Craft Club— Fridays 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

at The Shore, Longhope   

All welcome  

Wild Heather Craft shop 

Christmas Shop 

Open Friday and Saturdays 11 am—4 pm 

Christmas Hampers, Fused glass and 
wreaths, decorations and cards. 

Hoy Kirk 
 
Keep a space in your diary for 
27th November for an update 
with Dan Lee on archeology 
and a viewing of the televised 
programme of The Songs of 
Hoy which was filmed at the St 
Magnus festival and various 
local interests of Hoy. It fea-
tures Sir Peter Maxwell Davies 
and Glenys Hughes. 
 
Further details  nearer the time. 

LUNCHES @ KIRKSIDE,  

Longhope 

Thurs Nov 5th and Dec 3rd 

12 til 1.30 pm 

Soup sandwiches and homebakes 

available for a donation of £2.50 

sco 23194 



 

August 

Total rainfall for month 

87mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

14.0mm on 31st. 

Highest max. temp. 20.4c on 22nd. 

Lowest max. temp. 13.4c on 31st. 

Ave. max. temp. 17.0c. 

Lowest min. temp. 4.9c on 15th. 

Highest min. temp. 14.3c on 20th. 

Ave. min. temp. 11.2c. 

Ave. temp. for August 14.1c. 

 

 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue  (December) must be submitted by 5th December 2015 
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WEATHER ROUND UP FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2015 

Date: 25th November 2015 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Mee"ng 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or ques�ons, please contact Debs 

prior to the mee�ng 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

September 

Total rainfall for month 54.3mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 10.1mm 

Highest max. temp. 17.1c on 29th. 

Lowest max. temp. 12.1c on 3rd and 5th. 

Ave. max. temp. 14.4c 

Lowest min. temp. 6.4c on 16th and 29th. 

Highest min. temp. 12.2c on 10th. 

Ave. min. temp. 9.8c. 

Ave. temp. for Sept. 12.1c. 

 


