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Welcome to the twenty

-ninth issue of THE 
BLETHER.  

The October issue in-
cludes news and updates-
from the School, the Mu-
seum and the community.  

See the ‘Dates for Diaries’ 
and Gable End pro-
gramme for what’s on, 
but do check dates and 
times nearer the event as 
some things do change. 

Many thanks to all of 
the contributors to the 
twenty-ninth issue 
and for the use of their 
photographs. 

Contact details for further 
information or for contri-
butions can be found on 
the back page. 

Do please get in touch if 
you have anything you’d 
like to share with the 
community! 
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As reported in the last 

issue of The Blether, we 

have been working hard 

with our architects and 

exhibi�on designers on 

proposals for the planned 

refurbishment of Scapa 

Flow Visitor Centre and 

Museum. We now have 

both dra$ building plans 

and exhibi�on ideas and 

would like to invite you all to come along and give your opinion on these pro-

posals. 

 

Informa�on will be on display in the museum from Mon 24 – Mon 31 October. 

Members of the wider museum team will be available at Lyness from 14.00 - 

19.00 on Thursday 27 October and we hope as many folk as possible will be able 

to drop in that a$ernoon or early evening to look at the plans, have a chat and 

ask ques�ons. We’ll be asking for feedback on a short form, with the incen�ve of 

a free cuppa and cake that a$ernoon if you complete a ques�onnaire, so it’s also 

a great excuse to visit the café before we close for the season on 31 October. 

The ques�onnaire can also be downloaded from h�p://�nyurl.com/zbfvzbj  

 

We are also keen to gath-

er informa�on, photo-

graphs and stories about 

the post war history of 

Lyness, par�cularly the 

period from closure of the 

Base in 1957 to the final 

shutdown of the Oil Fuel 

Depot. It’s a period that 

we have very li8le infor-

ma�on about in our cur-

rent exhibi�on, yet it was 

s�ll hugely important to the island – so if you drove a crane, worked in the Pum-

phouse , on the wharf or in the workshops or just have stories of those days, 

we’d love to hear from you. You can either leave your name and contact details 

on a feedback form during that week, or contact Jude at the museum – 

jude.callister@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 791300. 

 

More informa�on can be found at h8p://www.orkney.gov.uk/OIC-News/

Proposals-for-Lyness-Museum-redevelopment-go-on-display.htm 

 

SCAPA FLOW V ISITOR CENTRE AND MUSEUM—HAVE YOUR SAY ! 

Architect drawing from OIC 

Updates Facebook page. 

Architect drawing from OIC 

Updates Facebook page. 



At a public meeting at the North Walls School 

at the end of August, the council revealed that 

they had been in discussions with DSM Group 

about a proposed decommissioning facility for 

Lyness. The company plan to dismantle oil and 

gas rigs that have reached the end of their life.  

I'm sure no-one could have failed to have heard 

about the development as the news coverage 

was extensive. [Copies of the leaflet handed out 

at the meeting can be obtained from the Trust 

office or from the Community Council]. 

 

Following the meeting, DSM Group put in a 

screening document to the council. Details of 

their application and consultation responses can 

be found on the OIC website under planning. 

Search for “Lyness Wharf” 

HOY DANCERS 

PROPOSED DECOMMISSIONING FACILITY FOR LYNESS 
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September 26th saw 16 people congregate at the 

YM for a taster session to start the new season of 

dancing.  It was great to see a mixture of regular 

dancers, new dancers and some visitors enjoying 

the programme of dances on offer.  We will be 

dancing every Monday un�l 

the 5
th

 of December when we 

take a fes�ve break to enjoy 

the other things going on in 

the community.   

 

Once we start again in January 

(date dependent on weather!) 

we will be dancing our way 

towards the 12
th

 Hoy Fringe 

Event which will be held on 

Wednesday 12
th

 April 2017 – 

this will be a very special one as it will be the final 

one.  It is a shame to see this popular annual event 

go, but there have been several contribu�ng factors 

to this difficult decision. The main reason is the 

amount needed to cover the cost of the late ferry 

hire.   We have been very fortunate to have had the 

support of GH&W Community Council, along with 

other businesses over the years, - without it these 

fringe events would have ground to a halt long be-

fore now!  For 2017 we have a much bigger gap to 

bridge to cover all our transport costs but we have 

our financial fallback cushion which will be put to 

use to make sure the final event is one to remem-

ber.  The mainstay of this event has been the num-

bers of suppor�ng 

dancers from all over 

the country and fur-

ther afield, hence the 

need for transport. 

Orkney Tradi�onal 

Dance Associa�on 

have always funded 

the Kirkwall/Houton 

bus hire and will do so 

again next April.  Hoy 

Dancers have benefit-

ed over the years with a wealth of dances being 

shared at the Fringe Events and we will con�nue to 

dance our favourites in the years to come.   

If anyone is interested in coming along to dancing 

then please give me a ring on 01856791359 or e-

mail me at  mabel.besant775@b�nternet.com  

 

Mabel j Besant 

For Hoy Dancers 

 The Blether recently contacted the group for an 

update, see below: 

 
I am pleased to report that steady progress is being 

made at Lyness on the Island on Hoy. DSM have 

submi8ed a screening request to Orkney Islands 

Council prior to a full planning applica�on and we 

await the council’s response, which is expected im-

minently. In parallel with the foregoing we have 

had a number of mee�ngs in Aberdeen, Edinburgh 

and Birmingham with poten�al clients, opera�ng 

partners and suppliers, all of these mee�ngs have 

been very  posi�ve. 

Graham Crowe 

DSM Group 

 

 



The Island of Hoy 

Development Trust 

has been awarded 

£9,960 from 

Transport Scot-

land’s Low Carbon Travel & Transport (LCTT) 

Pre-Application  Support Fund. Collaborating 

with Community Energy Scotland, the funds 

will be used to support a feasibility study that 

will explore the possibility of establishing a low-

carbon transport hub on the island – specifically 

to establish rapid electric vehicle charging sys-

tems in key locations on the island. 

If positive, the results of the feasibility study 

will underpin a much larger application in 2017 

to the LCTT Support Fund to provide the neces-

sary infrastructure. Our aim is to use this to 

make our community bus service more efficient, 

reliable, cheaper and ultimately sustainable and 

improve our current limited service to the North 

end of Hoy. It will also hopefully instigate better 

access to (and uptake of) green (electric) vehicle 

technology on the island -supporting the possi-

ble provision of diverse electric transport op-

tions (i.e. bicycles, cars and community bus ser-

vice) to residents and tourists. 

 LOW CARBON TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT SUPPORT FUND 

STOP PRESS 
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STOP PRESS! Haey Hope Club will be opening in the YM soon 

on Fridays for lunch and entertainment, transport will be 

available .if required.  Look out for posters!.   

 

For more details contact Jayne 701266 

COMMUNITY GARDEN AT THE YM 

With the help of seeds from "Grow Wild" 

www.growwilduk.com a Community Garden was estab-

lished at the YM in April this year. These seeds were 

sown on a windy day in April by adults and children from 

the Friday cra$ club. 

 

A request for dona�on of other plants was made 

and week in week out plants appeared which were 

then gradually added to the garden. By August the 

garden was full of flowers and we are pleased to 

say a good variety of insects. 

 

Mary and Trish 



We have had a busy first term here at North Walls and 

below are just a few examples of the great learning 

experiences we have taken part in. 

 

Lifeboat Trip 

 

All classes (and teachers) had a fantastic day out with 

the Longhope RNLI team. Kevin and the crew took time 

to tell us all about the history of their station, how it 

works and lots of interesting facts. We especially liked 

the fact that new boats are named after rivers. They 

even gave us lots of delicious snacks! We all want to 

thank the crew very much for a brilliant day out. 

 

Crofting Connections 

Kate Evans and Pam Rodway of Crofting Connections 

came to our school to tell us all about the work of 

Crofting Connections. We took part in lots of fun activ-

ities that helped us think more about where we live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laurence Rugg 

The very talented choirmaster, Laurence Rugg, came to 

our school to help us extend our singing skills in a fun 

and active way. We really enjoyed learning to the ac-

tions and words to songs like, I want to go to Pimplico 

and Ram, Sam, Sam. Mr Rugg helped us share our learn-

ing by taking us to perform for the Haey Hope Club. We 

really enjoyed Mr Rugg’s visit and hope you will come 

back again soon. 

 

Orkney Heart Support Group 

Members of the Orkney Heart Support Group very 

kindly came to our school and presented us with a brand 

new defibrillator. The club told us all about their amaz-

ing volunteer work that helped them raise the money to 

buy defibrillators for schools across Orkney. We really 

enjoyed learning how to use one! 

 

RSPB 

Lindsay Taylor and Lee Shields from the RSBP came in 

to visit the children as part of their ‘AHoy there!’ topic. 

Lindsay and Lee helped the children learn more about 

 NORTH WALLS SCHOOL NEWS 
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Pupil Council 

This week we have been working on re-establishing our 

Pupil Council. The purpose of the Pupil Council is: 

 

1. To allow the children at North Walls Community 

School to have a voice. 

2. To help the school and community be a better place. 

3. To help to improve learning in the school. 

4. To raise funds for the school. 

 

Lots of our boys and girls have decided to run for 

Council and elections will take place on Friday 14th. The 

new Pupil Council will report on how they are getting on 

in the next issue of the Blether. 

 

 

Congratulations 

Our Class 1 supply teacher, Miss Ross, is getting mar-

ried in the October holidays and all staff and pupils 

want to take this opportunity to wish her the warmest 

of best wishes for the big day. We are planning a spe-

cial surprise for her at the end of this week…a whole 

school blackening! 

Shirley Stuart 

the wildlife on Hoy in a fun and interactive way. 

Through interactive games the children learned about 

the life cycle of Sea Eagles; the boys and girls partic-

ularly enjoyed comparing the size of themselves 

against the Sea Eagle template brought along by Lind-

say and Lee. Lindsay and Lee kindly offered to work 

with the school again in the near future and we can’t 

wait to have them back! 

 

Junior Road Safety Officers 

Yvonne Scott, the Orkney Road Safety Officer, came 

to our school to help train our very 

own Junior Road Safety Officers. 

Craig Morris and Andrew Thomson 

have taken on 

the responsibil-

ity of helping to 

promote road 

safety issues 

within the school and the local 

community. We are all very proud 

of the boys for putting themselves 

forward for this role and we are 

very much looking forward to working with them. 

 

CYCLE ORKNEY ARE PLANNING A 

SERIES OF FREE BIKE HEALTH CHECK 

AND BASIC MAINTENANCE WORK-

SHOPS IN THE OUTER ISLES.  

 

THIS IS A TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

INITIATIVE TO ENCOURAGE MORE 

NON-CYCLISTS TO TAKE UP CY-

CLING. 

 

COME ALONG WITH YOUR BIKE TO 

THE YM HALL IN LONGHOPE FOR A 

FREE BIKE HEALTH CHECK AND 

SOME BASIC MAINTENANCE TUI-

TION. 

 

DROP IN ANY TIME ON FRI 28TH 

OCT BETWEEN 2 AND 9PM. 

 NORTH WALLS SCHOOL NEWS CONTINUED 
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Join us in the YM on Friday, 28th October 

between 2 pm and 9 pm 

 CYCLE ORKNEY 
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More than nine years ago I was invited to come 
and provide a workshop for The Stromabank 
Pub Choir and The Perraners, a Cornish choir. 
They both met up to sing, joining both ends of 
the UK. 
 
I rather cheekily put in two of my own composi-
tions which we tried out. At the end of the 
course I was presented with a book of poems 
by George MacKay Brown with the comment, 
“You might like to try setting some of these for 
us.” I have come up to Hoy every year since 
setting poems by George and others. 
 
Last summer Fran Gray decided that she would 
retire as conductor of the choir. Many in the 
choir wanted to continue but had no one to lead 
them. Because of their long association with me 
I was asked to help out. I live for most of my 
time in Hull and also in London so quite a prob-
lem to overcome! 
 
Skype rehearsals were suggested as a  possible 
solution. The first location we tried had poor 
reception. We then tried The Shore which was 
much better. Although skype rehearsing has its 
limitations (a second or two time lag) we have 
managed with these rehearsals since January. I 
came up at the end of March and we were able 
to build on the work done in the skype rehears-
als. As I write (late September) I am up again 
for a second time this year to work with the 
choir, helping to keep things on track and hop-
ing very much to help focus on the future of our 
singers. 

I and the choir are extremely 
grateful that, for this visit, the 
Island of Hoy Development Trust 
have paid my travel expenses to 
Orkney [through the Training 
and Learning Fund]. To me this 
demonstrates their faith in help-
ing to sustain the choir and 
demonstrating that it is some-
thing of worth on the island. In 
such a community, activities that 
promote working together and 
telling the world about it have a 
particular importance. 
 

On this visit, as on other occasions, I have also 
done some work with the local school. We had 
some singing sessions that we then shared with 
the Haey Hope group which have lunch at the 
school on some Wednesdays. This I see as an-
other aspect of keeping a community together. 
This will continue on future visits. 
 
I have been lucky as a composer to be able to 
use local material (i.e. poems of George MacKay 
Brown), as well as setting a 19th century peom 
about The Old Man of Hoy. Also, of late, I have 
set poems by Yvonne Gray, a Stromness poet. At 
my suggestion she has written poems about Hoy 
itself. This has been a great opportunity for me, 
but it's also been great too for local people to 
sing about things such as the white-tailed sea 
eagle, Rackwick and the house at Melsetter. 
 
We still have a weekend of singing to go but I 
have high hopes that the future is bright with the 
possibility of linking up with The Camerata from 
Kirkwall to rehearse and perform together at Hoy 
Kirk. I look forward to more collaboration with 
Yvonne and more opportunities to help grow the 
community in song. 
 
Since we no longer rehearse at the Stromabank 
the choir has a new name: 
 
 “Haey Sound”. 
 
Laurence Rugg 

HAEY SOUND 



SOUTH ISLES SUMMER ADVENTURES 2016 
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The summer activity programme is now becom-

ing an established part of the Hoy calendar. 

Each year [apart from one] the programme has 

been supported by the Community Fund and 

Development Trust, and overseen by the Hoy 

Centre Committee. To each of these bodies 

gratitude is expressed ensuring that [a] the 

events happen at all and [b] that the financial 

support ensures a wide participation. 

 

This year, for the first time, the activities were 

offered to the residents of both Graemsay and 

Flotta. The promotional material was made 

available before the end of the summer term to 

give families sufficient notice, and to ensure the 

logistics were kept to a minimum. In the event, 

there was a waiting list as numbers were lim-

ited by the stipulated instructor/participant ratio  

and by transport logistics (i.e. only two buses 

were available for the activities).  

 

Unfortunately, there was no take up from Flot-

ta, but pleasingly there was from Graemsay. 

This meant a slight deviation from the timetable 

for M.V. Graemsay, and  we are grateful to Ork-

ney Ferries for facilitating  this. Additionally, 

this was supported by a South Isles Councillor, 

so that too is gratefully acknowledged. 

 

To run the young people up from Longhope, the 

Hope Haey bus was made available, and a driv-

er from Longhope did the lion's share of the 

driving. This ensured easy transfer from Long-

hope to Hoy and return, with the young people 

picked up from the Longhope bus shelter and 

return to the Hoy Centre. If there had been folk 

from Flotta, they could  easily have been col-

lected [and returned] to the Lyness ferry. Once 

at the Hoy Centre, the young people were given 

activity options for the day, and kitted up. Also 

the Hoy Centre again proved  to be an ideal 

base for the day, where the outdoor staff were 

lodged, and as an activity base for reference 

point briefings, lunch etc. 

 

For ease, the Orkney Islands Council Outdoor 

Education Service was asked to be the provider. 

The two instructors enjoyed a good rapport with 

the young people, and were able to offer a sig-

nificant range of activities. The daily organisa-

tion was based on an options basis, and the 

groups were away for the day's activities with a 

minimum of fuss. Generally, there was little up-

set, although towards the end of the week 

tiredness started to play its part. To cap this 

the weather was warm, sunny and winds not 

too excessive; that was a real bonus! 

 

Review forms were not issued, but feedback 

was sought in person from most of the par-

ents/guardians, and most of the young peo-

ple. This has been positive, looking for some-

thing more ongoing, and definitely keen for 

next year, 2017. Of all the activities coasteer-

ing proved significantly popular; with paddle 

sports being a close second. Yet the walk out 

towards the Old Man of Hoy was enjoyed by 

some, and archery by others. 

 

On the negative side, communication was 

highlighted as being problematic, with queries 

being directed into the wrong household! 

There was a complaint that one participant 

was returning home thirsty, though that was 

quickly resolved. 

 

A text message received stated 'it was a 

blast', and a note [with card-which delightful-

ly read 'This camp is the bulsye {sic} of the 

year'] expressed thanks for organizing the 

event, and that the participant had risen to 

the challenge, beyond all expectation. Indeed 

this reflected the overall view of the week. 

 

The deposit system confirming a place on the 

activities worked tolerably well and will be 

maintained in future. There was also an op-

tion of a personalised polo shirt with South 

Isles Summer Activities 2016, with the partic-

ipants name on the front. The Diving Cellar 

was asked to this, and the result was very 

smart. Many thanks to them. 

 

Perhaps the biggest outcome is how these 

activities can be developed from an annual 

one off to a more developmental programme. 

There also was a query as to why younger 

[nursery age] children shouldn't have a pro-

gramme of activities. There is every reason to 

make this happen, although input from inter-

ested parties would be of great value. 

 

Ron Bulmer 

Hoy Centre Committee 



NORTH WALLS HEALTHY L IVING CENTRE OPEN DAY 
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NORTHWALLS HEALTHY LIVING CENTRE 

               WINTER  TIMETABLE 2016/2017 

             

 

Buddy system Monday – Thursday 9.00 – 4.30 pm and 
Friday 9.00 – 2.00pm   during the school term. 

North Walls Healthy Living Centre held an Open Day on 
Sunday 16 October to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the 
Centre being opened. 
 
Over 20 folk attended the Open Day where they got 
chance to check out the well equipped gym, do some fit-
ness tests, take part in some gentle exercise routines or a 
more energetic one with Fat Burn Extreme, with Laura. 
 
North Walls Centre kindly provided much needed refresh-
ments and also made available a few of the facilities the 
Centre has to offer such as Badminton, Table Tennis, Ta-
ble football and carpet bowls. Dr Cromarty and Nurse Roz 
Ware were also there to provide support and advice and to 
measure body fat and BMI for those who wanted to know! 
 
North Walls Healthy Living Centre would like to thank eve-
ryone who has supported us over the 10 years and hope 
that you’ve all gained something out of coming. We have 
had over 200 inductions to date and last year the Buddy 
system was used more than it had been in previous years. 
We would also like to give a special thank you Sue Kettle 
and Kay Firth who have both been annual members since 
the Healthy Living Centre first opened in 2006. Sue was 
unable to attend as she was away at the time but Kay was 
present and was thanked for her dedication and commit-
ment to the HLC and was presented with a bouquet of 
flowers. Kay has attended on average twice a week total-
ling roughly 1,040 sessions and is very much a role model 
to many who attend. 
 
Since coming to live here, Kay has been a very active 
member of the community being involved in a large variety 

of activities.  It is the many people like Kay who make our 
community work.  

 
Laura and Trish—Healthy Living Centre 

      
Monday 9.30 to 11.00 Trish 

  12.30 to 14.00 " 

Private hire 

      

Tuesday 20.00 to 22.00 Buddy system 
during badminton 

      

Wednesday 9.30 to 11.00 Laura/Trish 

      

Thursday 17.00 to 18.00 Trish 

  19.00 to 21.00 Buddy system 
during youth club 

      

Friday 9.30 to 11.00 Laura 

  12.30 to 14.00 " 

Private hire 

  20.00 to 22.00 Buddy system 
during badminton 

      

Sunday 16.30 to 17.30 Buddy system 
during swimming 



THE TRUST MAP PROJECT 
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The Island of Hoy Development Trust has been 

approached to take part in a UK-based research 

project supported by the Economic and Social 

Research Council (in partnership with Arts & 

Humanities Research Council, Engineering and 

Physical Sciences Research Council, Defence 

Science and Technology Laboratory, and Centre 

for the Protection of National Infrastructure). 

 

 “The Trust Map” project is examining the inter-

play between community-based initiatives 

aimed at increasing people’s digital and social 

interaction, and the trust issues that may play a 

role in the long-term sustainability and populari-

ty of community projects. The project is led by 

the University of Nottingham, in collaboration 

with partners at Durham University, Newcastle 

University and Northumbria University. 

 

The project will involve interviews and surveys 

of members of the community on Hoy and 

Walls as well as some participation in select 

community events and meetings. Dr Karen Salt 

from the University of Nottingham provided us 

with the following information and details of 

some of the work/research that they are propos-

ing to undertake on Hoy: 
 

 

Abstract: Many UK communi�es 

face challenges regarding the 

inclusion of certain vulnerable 

and isolated popula�ons within 

online environments as well as 

within certain societal spaces.  

 

Although progress has been made regarding 

social rela�ons in a number of these spaces, 

more work needs to be done to: 

 

Understand how and in what way community 

members trust or mistrust those in authority 

around them and  

 

 

how that trust or mistrust is expressed in certain 

ac�vi�es or behaviours—including par�cipa�ng 

or withdrawing from community/government 

ini�a�ves or other decision-making processes. 

 

 

Proposed work/research on Hoy to be con-

ducted by The Trust Map team:  

 

Archival research into the history of the island 

and growth of its popula�on/cultures; 

 

Analysis of past community ini�a�ves (and their 

impact), including any related trust issues that 

emerged; 

 

Community-based research designed so that 

the community and the researcher(s) spend 

�me talking with and then co-producing the 

community’s views on the future of the island 

and the issues that are most important to them; 

 

Interviews and focus groups with IHDT mem-

bers and community members about planning, 

community par�cipa�on and the ways that 

trust may inform these processes; 

 

Co-producing informa�on with the community 

and IHDT that details how future trust can be 

shared/repaired between various community 

groups;  

 

Sharing some of the digital tools/interven�ons 

created for other sites within the project that 

could be used by the IHDT and the wider Hoy 

community.  

 

 

Watch this space for updates on how this project 

progresses! 

 

 



GABLE END THEATRE 

PROGRAMME 2016— SUMMER/AUTUMN 
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All performances start at 8pm, unless otherwise stated 
 

OCTOBER 

Fri  21   FILM: RAMS (cert. 12A)  

From Iceland a dramatic comedy of two shepherd brothers, estranged for years but 

forced to converse when scrapie threatens their flocks. 

 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 5   FILM: BLACK MOUNTAIN POETS (cert. 15)  

Two reprobate sisters, on the run from the police, accidentally fetch up at a poetry 

retreat in Wales,needing all their wit to improvise their cover. 

 

 

Sat 19  FILM: SING STREET (cert. 12A) 

Dublin-set in the rough 1980s: a schoolboy sets out to woo, but first he needs a 

band. “An absolute delight.” Good songs too. 

 

Fri 25   FILM: LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP (cert. U)  

A Jane Austen adaptation, acid sharp and evading the trap of sentimentality.  

 

DECEMBER 
Fri 9  NORTH WALLS SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE 
  Afternoon and evening – watch out for more information nearer the time. 
 
Sat 10  FILM: ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS - THE MOVIE (cert. 12A) 

Joanna Lumley and Jennifer Saunders launch into a movie outing 25 years af-

ter AbFab first hit our televison screens. 

Make it an absolutely fabulous Gable End night by dressing up, Edina and Patsy 

style! 

 
Fri 16/Sat 17 PANTOMIME: THE PRINCESS AND THE PEACOCK  

 The dancing-singing Peasants are talked into revolution by Robin when the Emperor 

puts up the taxes to pay for his new clothes. The sweet-talking Jock Sparrow gets 

the Princess to allow herself to be kidnapped and used as a bargaining tool by the 

revolution. She agrees but only if she can take her (noisy) pet Peacock with her.  

Meanwhile, the Emperor has let himself be talked into New Clothes by the Postmas-

ter, who wants to justify collecting more tax and the Infamous Grouse who wants 

to make a fool of the Emperor and make himself wealthy. Meanwhile the Emperor's 

real fool, Albert Ross, has learned to fly and lands in the middle of this pretty 

mess. 

Another truly original script by Lindsay Hall!  
   

The diary will continue to fill up, so do keep a look-out for emails and posters, or check out http://

www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/IOHDT/calendar.asp . If you would like to receive alerts, please email 

gable.end.theatre@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list. 
  
 



JOB VACANCIES 
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ORKNEY HEALTH & CARE  
Care at Home - Hoy  
 
Home Carer (2 posts)  
1 x 31.5 hours per week  
1 x 17.5 hours per week  
Temporary up to 31 March 
2017  
£20,736 - £21,881 pro rata (including shift 
allowance and Distant Islands Allow-
ance)  
 
Closing Date: Sunday 30 October 2016  

 
This post would ideally suit someone who 
has recent work experience in the social 
care field or similar. You will need the sort of 
personality that enjoys interacting with peo-
ple and making a difference to their lives. If 
you are motivated, caring, honest, have a 
true desire to ‘work with’ people and have a 
sense of fun, then this could be the job for 
you and we are waiting to hear from you.  
 
You should hold an SVQ 2 in Health and 
Social Care (Adults) or equivalent or be will-
ing to work towards this within 3 years of 
appointment.  
 
You will be expected to travel efficiently and 
effectively between various work locations 
within Orkney to meet the operational re-
quirements of the Service.  
 
The post is subject to Protecting Vulnerable 
Groups (PVG) Scheme in respect of regulat-
ed work with adults.  
 
The successful applicant will be required to 
undertake a compulsory two-week induction 
training programme.  
 
Further information on these posts is availa-
ble from Rachel Ware, Operational Manag-
er, Tel: 01856 873535.  
 
More details and how to apply: 
 
https://www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/
councils/orkney-islands-council/jobs/home
-carer-hoy-62946 

 

 

 

 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust 

Office Administra�on Assistant 

Pay: £8.00 per hour  - 10 hours per week 

 

The Island of Hoy Development Trust is seeking 

to appoint an office administra�on assistant to 

provide administra�ve support to the Finance 

and Administra�on Officer and aid the day to 

day opera�on of the Trusts office.  The posi�on 

is based on Hoy star�ng from 21
st

 November 

2016.   

 

The successful candidate will be expected to 

have basic computer skills to include the use of 

email, internet and social media and be com-

petent in Microso$ Word and Excel, along with 

a pleasant telephone manner and ability to 

work as part of a team.  Training will be provid-

ed where appropriate. 

 

Hours worked can be, and may be required to 

be flexible, but within agreement to help man-

age peaks and troughs that occur. 

 

For a more detailed job descrip�on, contact Liz 

Davidson on 01856 701356 (Monday to Thurs-

day 10.00 to 13.00 and 14.00 to 16.30) or email 

liz.davidson.iohdt@gmail.com.  Alterna�vely 

the job descrip�on can be downloaded from 

the Trust website www.hoyorkney.com. 

 

Please apply in wri�ng with a current CV either 

to liz.davidson.iodht@gmail.com or by post to 

Liz Davidson, The Island of Hoy Development 

Trust, Revenge, Naval Hall, Longhope, Orkney, 

KW16 3PG. 

 

Closing date for applica�ons is Wednesday 9
th

 

November 2016 at 17.00 



NOTICEBOARD 

PAGE 12 THE BLETHER 

Thought for the day 
 

Success is not final; failure is not fatal. 
It is the courage to continue that counts.  

Hoy and Walls Health Centre 
Telephone: 01856 701209; Web: www.hoydoc.co.uk 

Appointments and Prescriptions 

The Hoy and Walls Health Centre will be open Monday to Friday 9 am to 1 pm and during surgery hours. 

Please call within these times to arrange an appointment and request prescriptions. Please ensure that you 

give 5 working days notice for repeat prescriptions. 

Day Dr am Dr pm Nurse Notes 

Monday 0900-1100 1730-1930 0930-1100 approx Nurse evening surgery by re-
quest 

Tuesday 1000-1200* 1300-1500 0930-1100 approx *joint doctor/nurse clinic 

Wednesday 0900-1200** 1400-1600 0930-1100 approx **blood tests 

Thursday 0900-1100   0930-1100 approx   

Friday 1000-1200† 1730-1900 0930-1100 approx  †Longhope 1st, 3rd & 5th Fri-
day; Hoy 2nd and 4th Friday  

GRAEMSAY, HOY & WALLS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

All meetings are open to the general public, and held at North Walls Community School, except 
where noted meeting dates for 2016 are:- 

 
General Meeting Friday 11 November North Walls School  

Craft Club— Fridays 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm at 

The Shore, Longhope  

All welcome  - Adults £1;  Children 50p 

Tea, coffee, biscuits, gossip! 

Computer Club at the Shore 

Mondays 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 

All welcome 

Computers and tablets available to use 
during the club. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits 

Adults £1 

Emergencies 

In case of an emergency, phone 01856 701209.  

When the surgery is closed call Balfour Hospital 01856 888000 and ask the 

operator to bleep the Hoy GP. 
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DATES FOR D IARIES/NOTICEBOARD 

LONGHOPE LIFEBOAT 
GUILD 

Christmas Bazaar 

Including Stalls, Homebakes, San-
ta Grotto, Raffle 

RNLI Souvenirs, Competitions,etc 

Teas also being served 

 
FRIDAY 4th NOVEMBER 

8pm at The YM 

 
Members of the Guild will be contact-
ing households for items for donation, 
or alternatively they can be delivered to 
the YM from lunchtime from Thursday 
3rd November. 

  

Or call Trish 701498   

Many Thanks 

GARDEN AND GROUNDS CARE 
Mowing and strimming 
Weed control 
Pruning and trimming 
Clearing & tidying. 
Paths and flagging etc 
 
Call Richard on 701346 
Burnhouse 

LUNCHES 
Make it a date! 

Kirkside 12 – 1.30 pm   
Thursday  

3rd November and 1st December 

Services 
St Columba’s, Hoy & Walls. 

October 
Morning Service: 23rd at 11.15am 

Harvest Celebration: Sun 30th at 11.15am 
A service for all ages 

~~~~~ 
November 

Morning Service: Sun 6th . 
 

Remembrance:  Sun 13th Nov 
at the Memorial in Longhope at 10.50am 
and afterwards in St Columba’s. 

 
Morning Service: Sun 20th and 27th  

~~~~~ 

SSSSUUUUNNNNDDDDAAAAYYYY’’’’SSSS    CCCCOOOOOOOOLLLL    

On holiday 23On holiday 23On holiday 23On holiday 23rdrdrdrd    Oct back on the Oct back on the Oct back on the Oct back on the 

30303030thththth    Oct to be part of the Harvest Oct to be part of the Harvest Oct to be part of the Harvest Oct to be part of the Harvest 

CelebrationCelebrationCelebrationCelebration    
 

Everyone is very welcome to come and be part 
of these services. 

SC 023194 



 

 

August 

Total amount of rainfall 

81.5mm 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 

15.1mm on 19th. 

Highest max. temp. 21.8c on 16th. 

Lowest max. temp. 12.9c on 8th and 9th. 

Ave. max. temp. 16.5c 

Lowest min. temp. 7.0c on 9th. 

Highest min. temp. 12.9c on 6th, 9th and 27th. 

Ave. min. temp. 11.0c 

Ave. temp. for August 13.7c 

THE BLETHER 

Registered in Scotland as a charity 

(SC038909) 

Company Limited by guarantee 

(SC306586) 

Registered Office: 8 Albert Street, 

Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1HP 

If you have something to contribute or ideas for the newsletter then please contact Debs or Vincent: 
 
Phone: 01856 701444 
 
Email: debs@theblether.org.uk; vincent@theblether.org.uk 
 
Snail mail: Loft, Longhope, KW16 3PQ 
 
Items for inclusion in the next issue (December) must be submitted by 8th December 2016 

THE BLETHER  

WWW .ORKNEYCOMMUNITI

ES .CO .UK/ IOHDT/  

WEATHER ROUND UP FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2016 

Date: 16th Nov 2016 

Time: 8 pm 

Venue: North Walls Centre 

 

Island of Hoy Development Trust Mee�ng 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 

If you have any queries or ques�ons, please contact Debs 

prior to the mee�ng 

Debs 701444 or debs@palaeoecology.co.uk 

 

September 

Total amount of rainfall 115.5 

Highest rainfall in 24hrs. 17mm on 8th 

Highest max. temp. 22.1c on 15th. 

Lowest max. temp. 11.7c on 29th. 

Ave. max. temp. 16.6c  

Lowest min. temp. 5.4c on 30th. 

Highest min. temp. 13.5c on 24th. 

Ave. min. temp. 11.1c 

Ave. temp. for Sept. 13.8c 


