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Parish Council News………..

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Councillor John Hunt

Not long to go to spring, with the clocks going forward on 25 March and the
snowdrops and daffodils proof it is well on the way. Hopefully it will bring
some good news for the village after all of the bad headlines and cuts we hear
regarding Northampton County Council’s economic woes!
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs)
Since reporting on this in the last Newsletter there have been several meetings
about what it means for the village to pay a share of a PCSO. Sergeant Dobbs,
who is organising the allocation of PCSOs for the Police, attended the January
Parish Council meeting to answer questions from the Parish Council and those
of the public who attended. Questions were sent to him in advance and he gave
a very detailed presentation about the scheme. Five parishes in our Ward have
been considering the costs and benefits of engaging a PCSO (our share being
about £7,000 p.a.). It has been decided by the Parish Council that it would be
well worth trying the scheme for two years without increasing the Parish
Precept to cover it. The Parish Council had already agreed to increase the
Precept by 4% to cover increasing costs in general as there has not been an
increase for several years. The meeting was informed that the role of a PCSO is:
to work within communities to provide an accessible and agile Neighbourhood Policing presence, undertaking highly visible uniformed patrols and
engaging with and supporting local communities
to work towards a reduction in crime and Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) in
the community using local knowledge and problem solving skills
to support Neighbourhood Beat Managers and actively engage with Cadets,
Special Constables and volunteers to support organisation and operational
requirements
To participate in appropriate role-related meetings (for example, parish or
residents meetings).
There is a much longer list of the work of a PCSO and if anyone would like a
copy of it then please let the Clerk know.
The role of regular police officers would not change and their local duties would
remain.
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Vacancy for Councillors
Firstly we must express our sincere thanks to Bill Blowfield who has been a
stalwart and vital member of the Council for as many years as most of us can
remember. Bill has decided to step down for personal reasons and the fact that
he cannot attend many meetings because of travel commitments. His down-toearth approach to things was a valuable asset but he has agreed to carry on
with assisting with the work which he has done for many years in the management of the Burials Register.
Although they are not such long standing members of the team as Bill, Janice
Holmes and Craig Chivers have over the last few months stepped down as Janice
has new commitments to her granddaughter and Craig to business and family
so many thanks for their service too.
We have a new Councillor, Ian Molloy, who has joined us and we are looking
forward to working with him and any new members who wish to come on
board. With our four women and three men on the Council we now have three
vacancies and would love to fill these. We have quite a few relative newcomers to the village and send out a special invitation to them as well as to
some of the longstanding residents who might like to give it a try. Please see the
last Newsletter for more details of the requirements to be a Parish Councillor.
May Elections
The local elections are on 3 May 2018 and if there are more than 10 people
wishing to be elected or re-elected, then there will be an election for the Parish
Council with the consequent financial cost of it. If there are 10 or fewer wanting to be members then the existing councillors will be automatically appointed
and they could co-opt any others up to the number of 10.
The Bridge (again!)
Well, you didn’t need a crystal ball to predict the future of the Spratton Bridge
on the A5199 ! For the third time in a year it has been hit and evidence and
common sense would indicate that the
damage is caused by large lorries trying
to negotiate the tight bend. The NCC
were going to try to have the trees cut
but it is clear that the problem does not
appear to be lack of sight lines and that
some other solution needs to be found.
Bearing in mind the cost of a proper
solution and the lack of funds of the
NCC, we await the next proposal for a
solution to the problem.
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Litter Picking
NCC has given parish councils the opportunity to pick up their own litter and
reimburse (in our case) the sum of £570. As Spratton has been doing a very
successful annual litter pick for several years organised by Chris Saul, and the
fact that NCC rarely do litter picking in the village, we have decided to accept
the offer. This means that the Parish Council wishes to encourage everyone to
pick up any litter they see at any time and to participate in the litter picks
organised by the Parish Council. Please put in your diary the next annual litter
pick which is on 18 March 2018 at 10am, meeting at Café Doris at the
church. There will be a competition for children to colour a poster with a prize
for each of the three age groups.
Some ideas for keeping the village tidy during the year might be to organise a
walking or jogging group to carry bags around with them (the council will be
happy to supply bags and litter picks if needed) or you might wish to get together with a few people in your road and keep that clear. Another other idea is
to make sure that the recycle boxes are covered, especially on windy days.
Litter includes dog waste and littering is a criminal offence; you can be fined up
to £2,500, or you may receive a fixed penalty notice for £75 under Section 87 of
the Environmental Protection Act 1990. There are regular patrols by Council
Enforcement officers and the PCSOs will also be on the lookout for offenders. If
you see any potential offences you can report them to customercare@daventrydc.gov.uk or telephone 01327 871100.
Libraries and bus cuts
On 28 February, NCC held a meeting to agree the budget which involved £40
million of cuts. Draconian cuts are to be made which include closure of 21
libraries while 8 large and 7 medium ones remain open (including Brixworth).
Bus subsidies will be completely removed from end of July, and there will be a
reduction of money for road repairs, 42% cut in Trading Standards budget,
reduction in Councillors’ allowances and a pay freeze for Council staff. A great
deal of pressure was put on Councillors to reverse the closures of the libraries,
including a delegation of Spratton residents who attended a meeting at the
Brixworth Library where the local MP, Chris Heaton-Harris was talking.
Northamptonshire has effectively gone “bankrupt”, becoming the first local
authority in 20 years to issue a Section 114 Local Government Finance Act,
1988 notice. This means that the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities &
local Government has appointed an Inspector who will look into the affairs of
NCC and his report is due about 14 March. If it is a bad report it could result in
the government taking over the running of the Council by Commissioners.
These would have full power to take whatever steps they wish, including making even more cuts to libraries and other services or establishing a one or two
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tier administration for the County. You will no doubt be keeping up with the
national and local news which is fully reporting the unique but desperate state
of NCC, however, as with our winter weather, we may yet have more shocks to
come. Our NCC Councillor, Judy Shephard says, “I am desperately sorry for the
trouble and tried my best in a very dire situation. It is the worst I have ever
seen in my 21 years of service and I am shocked”. I am sure we can all have
sympathy with her views but can only hope and pray that the coming year
contains some good news as well as the inevitable challenges in what are
unchartered waters.
Spratton Churchyard
If you have walked through the churchyard recently you might have noticed that
there are 4 new yew trees planted alongside the path to replace the two which
were growing over the path . The new trees are known as Irish Yew (Fastigiata)
which grow up to 7 metres in a more upright way than the Common Yew (Taxus
baccata) which grows up to 20 metres. According to the Woodland Trust yew
trees have long been associated with churchyards and there are at least 500
churchyards in England which contain yew trees older than the building itself.
It has been suggested that yew trees were planted on the graves of plague victims to protect and purify the dead,
also that graveyards were
inaccessible to cows, which would die if they
ate the leaves. There is also a copper
beech planted to the east of the church
which was kindly donated by someone
in memory of a family
member. The
path itself will hopefully be fully repaired by the Parish Council by the
time you receive this Newsletter and
later the Church is planning its own
work in the churchyard.
The Old Telephone Box
As reported in the November Newsletter we purchased the Brixworth Road
telephone box for £1 and asked for ideas for its use. We gave the challenge to
the Primary School and they have come up with some very creative ideas and
artwork. We have decided to call it the “Swop Box” and plan on having themes
for the different seasons throughout the year such as swopping seeds, books,
small items and a facility for writing your swop items and ideas on cards. The
box will be renovated in its natural red so keep a lookout for what happens in
this small but historic feature of the village.
Emma Gibson, Parish Clerk 07715 651904
clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk

Cllr John Hunt
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SPRATTON VILLAGE CLEAN UP

SUNDAY 18 MARCH 10am
at the CHURCH (Café Doris)
Children's colouring competition with prizes.
Collect poster to colour from Primary School or
from Saul’s or design your own.

WE NOW NEED TO PICK UP ALL YEAR
ROUND AS THE COUNTY COUNCIL IS NOT
DOING IT.
PLEASE PICK UP WHENEVER YOU SEE
LITTER. Thank you.
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Spratton Town and Charity Land
(Charity Number 204331)
Spratton Town and Charity Land (or The Town and Charity Land as we are
listed with the Charity Commission) has been an integral part of village history
since 1676. It was then that a number of people in Spratton left money or land
to those less fortunate than themselves. The money was used to buy land which
was let as allotments and the income used for the charitable purposes
stipulated by the original benefactors. The annual income of the Charity is
about £11,000 and the income is now distributed as follows:
1) one quarter to maintain and repair the church fabric.
2) one quarter for the relief of those in need including bereavement grants.
3) one quarter for grants towards further education to help students with
books and equipment.
4) one quarter for local projects including village organisations, the school etc.
The Charity oversees the maintenance of the land e.g. grass and hedge cutting,
fence repairs and recently the replacement of the gates that were stolen. They
hold a working fund for these costs.
The cost of a full allotment plot is £20 p.a. or £30 if the tenant has livestock. At
the moment we have some plots available and if anybody is interested and
would like to start off with half a plot the cost would be £10 p.a. Rents are due
on Michaelmas day which, this year, is 29 September.
If you or someone you know is going onto further education in September you
would be entitled to apply for a grant towards the course costs. The application
form has to be submitted by the 31 October 2018 for consideration by the
Trustees in November.
For further information on spare plots or grants please contact the clerk –
Pat Parish, 1 Gorse Road, 01604 847734, pat.parish@tesco.net
WANTED
Mature lady looking for DIY livery or a field with stabling to rent for my two
horses in or within a 5 mile radius of Spratton.
Please contact Sally on 07920 198328
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VILLAGE HALL QUESTIONNAIRE
The results of the Village Hall Questionnaire sent out with the last newsletter
are as follows:
13 answers were against a new Hall. 11 of those answers would like to spend
monies on the refurbishment of the existing Hall.
38 answers were extremely enthusiastic and willing to help run a new Village
Hall and would not like monies to be spent on refurbishing the existing Hall.
Unfortunately with such a low response the project cannot go ahead. We would
like to thank all the parishioners who took part in the survey.
Janice Holmes

LET’S
HAVE
LUNCH

THIRD TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

BRING FRIENDS - MAKE FRIENDS!
CAFÉ DORIS, ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
12.45PM FOR 1.00PM
Forthcoming dates are as follows with a closing date on the previous Thursday
15th MARCH

-

20th MARCH

12th APRIL

-

17th APRIL

10th MAY

-

15th MAY

14th JUNE

-

19th JUNE

12th JULY

-

17th JULY

TO BOOK RING: Either JAY TINDALE 01604 946251
or CAROL CONSTABLE 01604 845252
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SPRATTON VILLAGE HALL
There have been several children’s parties over the last few months. This Spring
we have some new activities at the Hall, so please support them if you can.
New Activities
A new trial Pilates Class Friday morning 23 March with Lorraine Blackall
Tuesday mornings during term time there is a Hot Yoga session with
Harry Hewetson
Friday 6 April between 9.00am-11.00am there is a coffee morning and an
opportunity to meet your local MP Chris Heaton-Harris. Your chance to
exchange views.
Sunday 20 May: Back by popular demand! Bring your motor cycle to the
hall and meet up with fellow local bikers. Coffee, cake and chat between
10.30am and 12.30pm
Regular Activities - 2018
Women’s Institute

On the second Tuesday evening of each month
from 7.30pm

Spratton Parish Council On the third Tuesday of each month from 7.30pm
Guides

Every Monday 7.00 – 8.30pm during term times

Cubs

Every Thursday 6.45-8.15pm during term times

Brownies

Every Monday 5.30-7pm during term times

Local History Society

On the third Wednesday of every other month from
8.00 pm
Contacts
Village Hall Bookings
Jane Baker
01604 842640
Women’s Institute
Alison Bennett
01604 821785
Spratton Parish Council
Emma Gibson
07715 651904
Brownies & Guides
Linda Fletcher
01604 821617
Cubs
Jenny Woodford
01604 842460
Spratton History Society
Enid Jarvis
01604 821260
Other days and weekends are available for private bookings, activities and
events and we always welcome fresh ideas.
Contact Jane Baker on 01604 842640 for booking enquiries
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HOT OFF THE PRESS!!!!!!
NEW CLASS / PILATES / NEW CLASS / PILATES
Pilates comes to Spratton Village - Friday March 23rd 9.30am Taster Class in
the Village Hall
If you are interested in feeling a little more supple, or you need to strengthen
up, then this could be the class for you!
Imbalances in the body can cause lots of different aches and pains generally in
the neck, back, shoulders, and even your bottom!
Why not come along and join the Taster Class on 23rd March meet Lorraine
Blackall and see if she can help.
If there is enough interest then a regular class will start after Easter
Places are limited so call 07976529414 or email info@pilatesway.co.uk

Harry teaches the Bikram series, a dynamic sequence of 26 yoga postures and 2
breathing exercises. It is ideal for complete beginners and experienced students
alike; each posture has an entry level to it and as the body opens up with
continued practice, deeper and more advanced versions can be reached.
We do it in the heat! But not too much; the room is typically heated to around
30 degrees centigrade, limbering the muscles and allowing for deeper and safer
stretching, opening up the body whilst not being overpowering and hindering
your practice: ideal if you are inflexible!
HOT ENOUGH TO LIMBER, NOT TOO HOT TO HINDER
Expect a cardiovascular work out, burning as many calories as going for a run
but without the negative impact on the joints. The endocrine system is stimulated, balancing hormones, increasing metabolism helping with weight loss. The
central nervous system is enhanced by breathing exercises and spinal work,
reducing anxiety and depression. This is a truly rounded and holistic approach
to physical and mental health.
Go to www.hotyogawithharry.com to book a course of classes or contact Harry
directly on 07973392421 to book a drop-in taster session.
Tuesday mornings during term time in Spratton Village Hall
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SPRATTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

We are delighted to announce that we have won a second award, this time for
our website and the activities it records. The British Association for Local
History has awarded the society the E-Alan Ball Award for the best Local
History E-publication 2017. The judges debated some excellent websites and
felt Spratton’s was ‘an outstanding example of an online community archive. It
contains high quality content, with clear and easy navigation. It also demonstrates great community engagement.’
The website was set up originally to record the society’s research into those
from Spratton who served in the First World War and village events commemorating the Great War. It was broadened to include hundreds of photographs of
the village from our archive as well as genealogical information about Spratton
families. It also contains details of the history society’s publications and annual
programme of meetings. www.sprattonhistory.org
Congratulations to everyone involved!
Programme
We all enjoyed our Christmas evening with Charles Dickens given to us by the
entertaining Steve Dimmer and also the talk about Admiral Beatty given by Roy
Smart, a former naval officer. At this meeting we said goodbye to our former
archivist Michael Heaton as he leaves the village. Michael is one of the founder
members of SLHS and has had a part in the production of all our publications.
We are most grateful to him for all the hard work he has done and we wish him
and Morley well for the future.
On Wednesday 14 March there will be a talk by Debby Horsman in the Village
Hall at 8.00 pm Shackleton’s Forgotten Men.
After the AGM (7.30pm) on Wednesday 24 May Colin Ray will give a talk on
Dovecotes. 8.00pm
Everyone is welcome at our meetings. Members £2. Non-members £3.
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Enid Jarvis

Amphyllis Twigden
and
George Washington
As I am sure most residents know, we have a little bit of
special history in our church in that a lady by the name of
Amphyllis Twigden, born in Little Creaton in 1601, was
baptised in the font in St Andrew’s. She was the great- great-grandmother of
George Washington and if you look at the award-winning web site of the Local
History Society www.sprattonhistory.org you will find part of her family tree
which Michael Benn has created along with the family trees of many other
residents of the village. On one of my recent visits to Café Doris I bumped into a
man called Stephen Hallam having a coffee with his wife, Carole. It turned out
that they were visiting from Leicester to look in our church for evidence of his
ancestors. He is the 5th cousin 7 times removed from
George Washington and is an expert on his family tree, a
copy of which he gave me. This shows all of his direct
blood connections to George Washington and I have put a
copy in the church for anyone wishing to see it.
John Hunt
Amphyllis Twigden

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL
IN SPRATTON 2017
The total monies raised in this year’s appeal was…. £1,804.48
This was achieved by:
Door to door collection

£775.03

Static boxes

£768.64

Church collection

£ 118.31

Donation

£ 50.00

Wreaths

£ 92.50

Many thanks to all who supported this appeal by donating and collecting.
Roger Scanlan, Radley House, The Walk, Spratton
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NEWS FROM ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
Rev’d Chris Peck writes:
Having said goodbye to Linnet in October, I am very pleased
to announce that our new Associate Priest is to be the Rev’d
Allison Twigg. Allison comes highly recommended; she is
currently the Assistant Curate at St Peter’s, Weston Favell.
She has been a teacher, assistant head and school governor, and has done much
to develop work with families in Weston Favell. Allison will be licensed at St
Andrews, by Bishop John at 3.00pm on Sunday 29 April and I hope as many as
possible will want to be there to welcome her. Allison will be working from
Spratton Vicarage until August when she and her family - husband Matthew
and children Megan and Edward - will move into the Vicarage.
So, over to Allison to say, ‘Hello’.
Rev’d Alllison Twigg

Hello!
I am very excited about making a move to the
Uplands Churches at the end of April.
Following a career in Primary education, and
theological training at Ripon College, Cuddesdon, I
was ordained in 2015. I have learnt much with
and from people during my curacy, and look
forward to being able to continue this alongside
the communities of the Uplands group.

I have been excited to hear about the ways in
which the church and the communities are
growing and moving forward together here. I
have a passion for schools and family work that is
clearly linked to my former career, but do believe that church should be a place
that offers a genuine welcome for all and should be a place where all generations feel happy and safe.
There will of course be things that I will find challenging in the next few months
- getting to know the different worshipping communities and learning names
being just one of them! Yet I am still looking forward to it and would ask that
you hold my family and myself in prayer at this time of change.
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Andrew Elliott writes:
WORSHIP FOR ALL is our family friendly service. ALL are welcome and we meet in the more relaxed Café Doris area of the
church. We like to involve children, adults, teenagers, seniors.
If you would like to find out more please talk to Andrew Elliott
on 01604 843855. Services are on Sundays, 4 March, 6 May,
3 June, 1 July at 11.00am. Refreshments are served.
TABLE TALK is a group activity held at 5.00pm on the fourth
Sunday of the month. It is a chance to chat about anything the game throws up.
We sing a couple of favourite hymns, you choose, have a prayer. A glass of wine
is on offer as well as extremely good company. Humour, politics, holidays, religion and loads more. If you would like to find out more please talk to Andrew
Elliott on 01604 843855. Sundays 5pm. March 25, April 22, May 27, June 24,
July 22.
We look forward to seeing you at St Andrew’s Spratton. Come and join in at your
local community church.
SERVICES AT ST ANDREW’S
22nd 08.30 Holy Communion (BCP)

March
4th 11.00 Worship for All

17.00 Table Talk

11th 08.30 Holy Communion (BCP)
16.00 Mothering Sunday Tea
18th 11.00 Holy Communion (CW)
25th 10.00 PALM SUNDAY
Group Service at Ravensthorpe with
Communion, including procession of
the palms and dramatic reading of
the Passion story

8th

May
6th 11.00 Worship for all

April
1st

29th 15.00
LICENSING OF REV’D ALLISON
TWIGG as Associate Priest in
St Andrew’s Church. All
welcome; come and meet our
new Vicar over tea and cake after
the service.

EASTER DAY

13th 11.00 Holy Communion (CW)

06.00 Dawn Service with lighting of
the new fire, candlelit procession,
lighting of the Easter candle,
renewing our baptism and the first
communion of Easter – followed by
bacon butties!

20th PENTECOST
10.00 Group Service at
Guilsborough followed by brunch
in Guilsborough Village Hall at
11.30. Another chance to meet
our new Vicar.

11.00 Easter Communion (CW)

27th 08.30 Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 Group Service and
Communion at Creaton

17.00 Table Talk

15th 11.00 Holy Communion (CW)
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St Andrew’s Spratton
invites you to

Sing for a Day

10.00am - 3pm Saturday 30 June 2018
Followed by Let’s Sing Together 3.30pm.
Enjoy singing music for congregations in many styles –
no musical experience or expertise necessary –
come and enjoy singing old and new songs together
led by the former Royal School of Church Music Regional Adviser,

Frances Novillo
Please book your place in advance by contacting Andrew Elliott,
01604 843855, andrewgelliott@talktalk.net
Cost £5 per person, (tea and coffee from 10am –
Lunch provided)
Children under 16 must be 14accompanied by an adult.

Our November meeting was a great success, when we each made our own
Christmas table decoration with a candle and fresh flowers, under the guidance
of Sharron Badger. At the end of November, James Hornsby made a return visit
to Spratton with another of his very entertaining one man shows. This time it
was Oliver Twist, performed in St Andrews Church. We raised money for Cynthia
Spencer Hospice, St Andrews Heritage Society as well as the W I.
In December, Marianne Parry, brought a large selection of her homemade
candles, for sale. She gave an interesting talk with slides showing how her
business began, and the process of how the candles are made. Being from
Denmark she showed us how important candles are for Danish people. She even
makes real candles to light her Christmas tree. They are put in specially
balanced holders.
Our Annual Dinner in January, held in The Kings Head, was once more well
attended and enjoyed by all. In February we opened our meeting to visitors,
including men! This was an interesting talk with slides about the founding of a
goat farm near Irchester. They now produce a variety of very tasty cheeses
there, some of which were for sale afterwards.
Future W. I. Events
Tuesday 13 March ~ Insights into Tai Chi and Dao Yin ~ by Amanda Egan. Mix of
demonstration and participation.
Tuesday 10 April ~ Northampton Theatres and Entertainments ~ Rob Kendall
Tuesday 8 May ~ Resolutions ~ Bag and scarf sale, wine and nibbles
Tuesday 12 June ~ Blood, Bikers and Babies ~ urgent medical deliveries, charity.
Meetings are held every second Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall at
7.30pm. New members are very welcome to come along for a couple of free visits.
Join our friendly village ladies and have an enjoyable night out. If you have any
queries please phone below.
Carol Constable

01604 845252

WI invaded
In the February meeting of the WI men were invited to a talk by Nene Dairy,
makers of goat cheese. Despite being the first time (as far as I am aware) that
men have been invited to a normal WI meeting, there was no rebellion by the
ladies and the nine men behaved liked gentlemen! In fact everyone had a
thoroughly good time and despite there being no jam and scones we did have
the opportunity to sample and buy plenty of goat’s cheese to have with our cups
of tea.
John Hunt
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St. Andrew’s Heritage Society, Spratton
(formerly the Friends of St Andrew’s Church,
Spratton)
North Door Project in conjunction with PCC,
February 2018 update :

We published these sketches in the last newsletter along with an update on
where we were with the Diocesan Advisory Council and their imminent
approval. Unfortunately this has not progressed as we had hoped and we are
still waiting for minor amendments to be approved. We are still hopeful that we
can complete the project this year – finance permitting of course. Also it is very
encouraging that we already have 70% of the anticipated construction costs of
£7,000 in place at the time of writing. (See chart opposite for breakdown).
Further fundraising will of course be continuing throughout the rest of this year.
It is also good to know that the PCC have spent over £2,600 last year on stonework re-pointing both inside and outside the church, which is the major
element of the recent Quinquennial findings. It was essential that this work was
done and of course there is always more to do. Current priorities for us are the
North Porch, both the proposed New Door and improvements to the surface
area approaching the main entrance.
All this work continues so as to ensure that St Andrew’s is kept in good
condition for the future.
Future meetings of St Andrew’s Heritage Society are
Thursday 10 May—Annual General Meeting—7.30pm in St Andrew’s Church
Saturday 22 September—Northampton Male Voice Choir—7.30pm in Church
David Bennett
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North Door Fund - Target £7000
Progress to 20/02/2018
Craft Evening
2017
5%

Festival 2017
11%
Donation 2016
2%

Festival 2016
15%

Donations 2017 x 4
37%

Donations 2018
1%

Still needed
29%
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Spratton Church of England Primary School
School Road, Spratton, Northampton NN6 8HY
Tel: 01604 846530
Executive Headteacher:
Mrs Michelle Pye NPQH MA BSc PGCE
e-mail: head@spratton-ce.northants-ecl.gov.uk

Life in school has been very busy since writing the last Parish Newsletter.
Christmas seems such a long time ago, but we enjoyed celebrating with a school
production of ‘Christmas Around the World’, a whole school Christmas lunch
and a visit to the Royal and Derngate Theatre to see the pantomime. We are now
half way through the academic year and well into the Spring term (although the
weather is yet to feel Spring like!). This term our learning has focused on
Explorers and Exploring and each class has taken a different approach to this
topic from learning about Ernest Shackleton and the Polar regions to the
Vikings. We will be celebrating World Book Day this term with book themed
activities taking place in classes and a West End in Schools performance of
Jungle Bungle, a musical safari adventure created to celebrate friendship,
understanding and the important role that reading can have in our lives. We will
also be dressing up as our favourite book character. Our Christian Values
taught this term to date have been Courage and Perseverance and still to come
this term Hope.
Following agreement by the Governors, Spratton CE Primary School is actively
pursuing conversion to Academy status, having concluded that conversion
would be a positive move for school and to secure the future of education for all
pupils within our community. We are looking to join the Peterborough
Diocese Education Trust (PDET), a multi-academy trust, which at the present
time comprises twenty-four primary schools across the Peterborough Diocese.
All of these schools are church schools which we believe will provide an exciting
opportunity to improve education for our children whilst preserving the
school’s distinctive character. Post conversion to academy status each school
within the trust retains its respective ethos and values.
What is an academy?
Academies are publicly funded schools, which are not controlled by the Local
Authority. They receive all of their funding directly from the Department for
Education and have additional independence in a number of important areas.
This greater independence brings increased responsibilities and opportunities
to build upon schools’ current success and ensure that we continue to improve
our service to families in our local community.
What is a multi-academy?
A multi-academy builds on the principles above, and is where two or more
schools convert to academy status together. A single academy board (a company
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limited by guarantee) is formed to provide the strategic leadership and oversight of the schools. Each school will retain its Local Governing Body which will
operate in much the same way as it does at present.
What is the Peterborough Diocese Education Trust (PDET)?
The Peterborough Diocese Education Trust (PDET) is an established multiacademy trust formed by the Peterborough Diocese Board of Education. Each of
the schools within the trust maintains its own unique identity but believe they
can achieve more by working together.
‘A cord of three strands is not easily broken.’ (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12)
PDET is responsible for employing all staff and managing the finances and other
central services for the academies in the trust. These services include HR
support; facilities and premises; procurement and school effectiveness.
The family of schools within the trust seek to serve their local communities:
they are inclusive, welcoming children of the Christian Faith, of other faiths or
of no faith, children from all backgrounds and of all abilities. The trust believes
in the infinite worth of each person: children deserve the very best education
and staff merit support to deliver this.
Further information about PDET can be found at http://www.pdet.org.uk/
Why convert to academy status?
Academies are becoming a reality across the country; it is the Government’s
intention for every school to become an academy in their drive to transform the
education system.
As a successful school gaining academy status would give us greater autonomy
to further develop our school, secure its long term future and to continue to
achieve high standards. In the model proposed, we would be working in
partnership with Church of England schools sharing a common viewpoint and
belief that working together we can raise academic standards and achieve
more.
At present the Local Authority retain a significant percentage of our budget.
Traditionally this has been to provide centralised services and support but
many of these services have been withdrawn in recent years as funding
pressures have been endured; this situation is only likely to worsen. As an
academy, we would receive our entire budget directly from the Department for
Education and would be able to determine for ourselves where we purchase our
services from in the future. Many of the services previously provided by the
Local Authority and others which we purchase independently will be available
through an annual service charge payable to PDET which is significantly less
than that previously taken by the Local Authority.
After a thorough and extended view of the options it is the Governors’ considered view that the time is now right for our school to seize the initiative and
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take control of own destiny.

What will change?
Accountability would be direct to the Department for Education rather than the
Local Authority. There would be some additional financial performance
management reporting to satisfy the requirements of Companies House and the
Charities Commission.
The education system is facing significant changes at this time and we believe
that by joining together with other schools as a multi-academy trust, we will be
able to strengthen our ability to meet future challenges.
What would stay the same?
Please be assured that in joining PDET the distinctive character, ethos, aims and
values of our school would remain unchanged.
What happens next?
An Academy Order has been granted by the Department for Education in order
to enable school to convert to an academy. Over the next few months school will
work closely with PDET through the conversion schedule to make the process
as seamless as possible. We anticipate a conversion date of 1 September 2018.
This is a very exciting time for school as we progress on our journey.
Michelle Pye
Executive Headteacher

Dawn Mallard Hairdressing
17 Brixworth Road Spratton NN6 8HH
01604 847260
Stylists for Ladies, Gents, Students & Juniors
Visit us for friendly and professional hair care.
Our stylists have extensive experience
in precision cutting, razor cutting,
colour slices, weaves, colouring,
big hair blow dries, roller setting,
creative or traditional perming
Great hair-up do’s for weddings, proms and
special occasions
We are working with Olaplex, a revolutionary
upgrade service for hair colouring
Competitive prices, with concessions
for seniors, students and juniors
Free Consultations and Loyalty Cards
Complimentary Tea and Coffee
8.30 – 6.00pm (1.00pm Saturdays)
National Hairdressing Federation Registered
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SPRATTON HALL SCHOOL

Home clothes day raised money for
the Alzheimer’s Society

Spratton Hall have enjoyed two fundraising
events so far this term; the first being the cake
sale for the children’s cancer charity, CLIC Sargent , and the second being the home clothes
day for the Alzheimer’s Society. We have many
more events planned over the rest of the
academic year to raise money and awareness
for our Year 8 chosen charities which also
cover the Northampton Hope Centre and the
British Heart Foundation.
We have our Open Morning on Friday 11 May
between 10am and 12noon and welcome
everyone to come and have a look around
Spratton Hall. The tours are carried out by our
Year 7s and there are always delicious cakes
and refreshments to enjoy after the show
rounds.

If you would like to attend, do let Amanda Fleming-Jones know on
afj@sprattonhall.com or 01604 847292. We look forward to seeing you.

HEALTH WALKS

WANTED

The next Health Walks with our
Spratton Leaders are as follows:

OR

Monday 12 March with Mick Wright.
11.00am. Moderate pace. 1 hour
Meet at the Brampton Valley Way Car
Park—Windhover Pub

FOR SALE
Place your short advertisements
in the newsletter

Tuesday 27 March with Alison Bennett.
2.00pm. Moderate to fast pace. 1.5 hrs.
Meet at Castle Ashby Shopping Area
Car Park
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£3 per item
Contact the Editor

On 22 February members of Spratton Garden Club made a presentation to
Michael Heaton and thanked him for his hard work. Michael has been Secretary
of the club since 2002 and will be much missed. Other members of the
committee are taking over his duties until we can find a new Secretary.
Unfortunately, our speaker on 22 February was unwell and unable to attend.
Instead we had a light hearted quiz, all the answers being flowers or vegetables.
Our next talk is at 8.00pm on Thursday, 22 March at the Sports & Social Club.
Colin Ward, who runs the excellent Swines Meadow Farm Nursery at Market
Deeping, will be talking about his favourite plants. Non-members are very
welcome to join us.
Our first self-drive garden visit is to the Old Rectory, Quinton (NN7 2ED) at
7.00pm on Thursday, 17 May. This is followed by a coach outing to Winkworth
Arboretum and Ramster Garden on Sunday, 27 May. Those wishing to join
either trip should let Elaine Pryor know 01604 845071 or thepryory@aol.com

Natural Spratton

Jan Craig
Chair, 01604 740401

Jubilee Wood needs some tidying up before the Spring and if anyone is
interested in helping with the maintenance please contact the Clerk or myself
so that we can notify you of dates for a group get-together at the wood. The
next meeting for doing some work is 8 April at 10.30am at Jubilee Wood.
Please ring to confirm nearer the time.
There are always lots of other interesting nature events to surprise us. Recently
I have seen Barn Owl, Little Owl and Tawny Owl in the field at the bottom of my
garden and am about to put up a Barn Owl nest box which someone kindly
made for me. A neighbour popped in this afternoon with dozens of grubs in a
bucket which he had saved from a rotten Ash tree stump he was digging up to
ask me what they were. It turned out that they were Lesser Stag Beetle larvae
and although not an endangered species like their relative the Great Stag Beetle,
is still quite a find. The Muntjac is a fairly frequent visitor to the garden and
there are various permanent residents such as
field voles and moles, with the occasional
badger, fox, rabbit and hedgehog passing
through. Never a dull moment when nature
watching!
John Hunt
Lesser Stag Beetle
22

SPRATTON CRAFTS CLUB
A very successful Christmas Crafts Evening was held in the Church on
8 December where locally made quality items were on display and for sale.
Spratton Stores kindly provided some excellent refreshments.

Spratton Craft Club is a new venture in the village, passionate about promoting
hand made local crafts. We are intending to hold a summer event in the village
and would welcome anyone that wants to come along and meet us.
If you would like to get involved please contact Andrew Elliott
01604 843855 andrewgelliott@btinternet.com

The deadline for the Summer edition of the Parish Newsletter
is
Saturday 19 May 2018
for delivery round the village on the weekend of 2/3 June
Please send your articles to the Editor as Word Documents
with images as separate jpgs
jarvis.enid@btinternet.com
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News from the bottom of the hill…
Part 2: Winter to Spring!
At times it has felt like trying to run a three-legged egg and spoon race through
a frozen mud swamp here at Spratton Organic Farm while we work through
one of the most challenging winters we’ve had for a while! The impact of the
delays we experienced in getting Highways to approve our new safer farm
entrance last year has had a knock on effect on all aspects of the project, so we
are still far behind where we would like to be but we are making slow and
steady progress despite the setbacks and the wintry conditions and at long last
there are visible buds on the hedgerows, confirming that Spring is finally on its
way!
Every cloud (yes even the snow filled ones!) has a silver lining and so we have
done our best to make the most of our imposed delays and draw some benefits
from them….. So when not obsessively watching the weather forecast to see if
we might be able to dig the entrance out, the extra time has enabled us to take
time to get to know our land, its subtleties and nuances of weather, wildlife and
soil characteristics so that we make informed decisions about where to put
everything. The environment changes with every passing day and it has been
fascinating to take the time to observe how the land evolves over a full year of
seasonal changes.
There will be some changes to the landscape while we build up raised beds and
create many ponds (we’ve got 16 planned!). The ponds will each be placed next
to a growing block of raised beds so that we can use the frogs and pond-loving
wildlife as natural pest controllers. We will also be planting many hundreds of
metres of hedgerows alongside our blocks of raised beds, with a mix of UK
native and perennial plants which will be carefully chosen to provide good
habitats to encourage the wildlife which would naturally prey on the likely
pests we could have.
Areas of woodland will also be planted which will serve a variety of functions
including providing natural windbreaks, reducing flooding potential, hosting
beneficial pest-predating wildlife as well as providing useful crops for our farm.
For example, hazel and willow can be coppiced and fruit trees will be planted
too. We aim to create a natural patchwork of growing areas across the field,
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which will also provide visual interest throughout the year as it changes with
the seasons.
In addition to areas of native British wildflower meadow, organic, seasonal
British flowers will be grown for cut flower crops and we will also leave areas
un-cropped to provide food sources for pollinators and birds. Most of the cut
flowers you see in the shops have been grown in far-flung places and flown to
the UK, using chemicals to control their opening time and preserve them for
their long journey after they are picked, so we hope to offer a choice for people
to buy locally grown, organic, seasonal cut flowers that celebrate British blooms
without the air miles.
We have much to do and it will take several years to get there but we plan to
create an attractive market garden farm which will provide an abundant local
resource for people and wildlife alike.
The year ahead will still mainly be focused on getting our infrastructure set up,
the entrance finished, facilities for harvesting and sorting our crops need
creating and our soil will need a lot of work done to it to get it ready for
planting hedgerows and trees and growing crops so that they will have the best
possible start to ensure good strong plants, so unfortunately we are unlikely to
be able to grow much this year but we hope to see significant progress in
getting the farm ready for growing so it will be off to a flying start next Spring.
It’s all in the preparation!
In the meantime here's to the Spring and warmer, calmer weather for us all!
Best wishes from
Simon and Julia at Spratton Organic Farm.
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FRIENDS OF BRIXWORTH LIBRARY
The main focus of the Friends Group has been campaigning against the closure
of our lovely library. We held a Rally where local residents, businesses, groups
and Councillors were invited to come along, network and give their support.
We’ve been delivering posters and petitions to local businesses in Brixworth
and the surrounding villages, and also created an online petition.
December was particularly busy where we handed our petition into Northampton County Council. One our volunteers, also gave a very measured speech to
the Councillors on behalf of the Friends Group, to help drum home the
importance of our library within the community. We even managed to get on
the local BBC News! Issy Spiers, our Co-chair, spoke at the Parish Council
meeting to gain support from them in publicising the plight of our library and to
encourage the public to complete the online consultation. We also invited Chris
Heaton-Harris MP along to meet local people, to help raise his awareness of the
threat to our library.
Now all we can do is sit and wait and hope that we have all done enough to save
Brixworth Library. There is a possibility that it will be saved in the first wave of
cuts, but further cuts are planned by NCC, so we cannot rest on our laurels.
We ask all local residents to please use the library as much as possible, to
demonstrate to NCC that it is valued and needed in our community. Borrow a
book, meet some friends for a coffee, attend Rhymetime with your children or
Messy Crafts. Our library is one of the few that has a My Hermes service, so
make use of it, please, or it will be gone.
The Friends of Brixworth Library are
always looking for new volunteers to
join them. We are a really friendly
bunch and are keen to brainstorm
new and exciting ideas for the library.
So please get in touch if you’d like to
get involved
chairbrixlib@hotmail.com
brixlib@firstforwellbeing.co.uk
Find us on Facebook & Twitter
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A New Development in Brixworth
You may recall the building of the Mercedes factory in Brixworth and the new
skyline which it created for Spratton residents. From most places in Spratton
the Mercedes chimney appears to be adjacent to what must be one of the most
historic and important churches in the country therefore detracting from the
impact of the church in the landscape. Well, there is a possibility that this
might be repeated.
An industrial site is proposed for the land adjacent to the Mercedes building
which exists between the A508 and the track which extends beyond Mercedes
Avenue. The site is on one of the highest ridges in the area and would be built
in open countryside. The Parish Council will probably be objecting to this in
order to protect the views from Spratton as well as trying to protect a valuable
wildlife habitat.
The planners have issued a leaflet explaining what is proposed i.e. a mixed
employment estate of small to medium-sized units for light-industrial, manufacturing and distribution uses. They intend to retain the mature trees along the
boundary with the A508 and within the estate and thus they say it will be
screened from many surrounding viewpoints. They have taken account of
topographical features and trees, ecology and drainage. The site lies outside the
‘high sensitivity’ area in terms of landscape identified in the Neighbourhood
Plan and a long way outside the Brixworth Conservation Area.
Comments on
this preapplication
consultation
were requested
by January 2018
and a planning
application is
now being
prepared.
Cllr John Hunt
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SPRATTON GARDENS OPEN FOR CHARITY
Sunday 10 June 2018 11 am-5 pm

Please put a note in your diary to come and support
our Gardens Open for Charity.
Ten kind garden owners are opening and Spratton Hall School have kindly said
we can use their car park. Last year our Open Gardens raised £2,500 for
nursing charities supported by the National Garden Scheme. From the Open
Gardens nationwide last year they gave £500,000 to each of Marie Curie,
Macmillan and Hospice UK; £400,000 to Carerstrust; £375,000 to the Queens
Nursing Institute; £150,000 to Parkinsons and £130,000 each to MS Society,
Autism Society and Perennial. Find out more at www.ngs.org.uk
Teas will be provided in St Andrew’s Church along with a Craft Fayre.
If you would like to help or open please call: Lucille Knapp 07951 612733

Teas on Gardens Open for Charity Day
Help needed
Teas will be served in Café Doris on Sunday 10 June for the Gardens Open day.
Are you able to help with serving, washing up or baking?
If you could help, we would be very grateful, just a couple of hours—longer if
you would like. We will also need lots of cakes, please.
If you can help or offer cakes, please contact either Viv or Linda.
Alternatively, please leave your name and contact details at Café Doris
Viv Campbell—07814 580312 Linda Fletcher—01604 821617

Pocket Park
The Parish Council are continuing the close
management of the Pocket Park Remembrance
Garden in Brixworth Road with Dave Cooke’s
photographic display in the Lych Gate of wild
flowers throughout the seasons. He also has a list
of people he emails the photographs to and if you
would like to be on the list, again please let the
Clerk or myself know. There are plenty of signs of
spring with the snowdrops, aconites and primroses already appearing and it
will not be long before the parade of flowers starts with the bluebells and
daffodils. In the meantime the rabbits are making a nuisance of themselves by
foraging for roots in their search for winter food.
Cllr John Hunt 01604 846705
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Congratulations to a Spratton
Sailor!
John Knight of Manor Road, Spratton has
received a RYA Volunteer Award at the Royal
Yachting
Association’s
annual
awards
ceremony in London recently. The Princess
Royal presented him with a Lifetime
Commitment Award, given to those who have shown exceptional commitment
and dedication to their club or organisation for at least 15 years. This was in
recognition of John’s outstanding contribution to sailing locally, including most
recently to Northampton Sailability (sailing for the disabled).
John has been a familiar face at Pitsford Reservoir since the 1960s when, while
a physics teacher in Northampton, he took over his school’s sailing club and
then spent many years taking up to 20 16-18 year olds sailing after school. He
joined the Sailability group at Pitsford Water when he retired. Not only is he a
qualified sailing instructor but he is also a skilled repairer of boats and
equipment. He now spends his time repairing the boats and ‘keeping the fleet
healthy’. John was nominated by his club and selected as a winner by the RYA
Honours and Awards Panel.

Brixworth Music Festival 2018

S.D.BARKER

Friday 20th to Sunday 29th April
All Saints’ Church, Brixworth

Building
& Property

Nine fantastic concerts over ten days
Music to suit all tastes: from classical to
pop; from chamber ensembles to brass
and orchestral

Maintenance

01604 845890

Performers include Memphis Blue,
Northamptonshire County Youth Brass
Band, Fiori Musicali and Tedesca String
Quartet

Mobile 07514011265
stephen_barker@sky.com
Stone repair and replacement

Tickets £12. Festival Pass £25

Repointing in stone and brickwork in traditional mortars

16s and under go free when accompanied by an adult

Free estimates and quotations

More information and ticket booking at
www.brixworthmusicfestival.co.uk

My work may be viewed locally
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F.O.S.S.—FRIENDS OF SPRATTON
SCHOOL
Chairman: Vicky Skinner
The FOSS Christmas fair was held on Thursday 7 December in the school hall.
The fair was very well attended with Santa’s Grotto being very popular. For the
first time this year the children were challenged with coming up with their own
stalls on a £5 budget – the children and the staff did an excellent job. Each class
produced three separate activities: a game, some sweet treats and ornaments
they had made. The money raised by each class was kept by the class to spend
as they wished. FOSS would like to thank the school wrap team for providing a
fantastic grotto, and of course Santa Claus!

FOSS also held two raffles, one at the Christmas fair and one at the school
Christmas performance. Donations were received from local businesses, with
prizes including a Saul’s voucher, afternoon tea at Highgate House and two
Christmas food hampers. All the funds raised by FOSS over the festive season
have been given back to the school and used to pay for the coach which took the
children on their Christmas trip to see the pantomime - and have ice cream
during the interval.
To celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 1 March FOSS held a book swap at
the school. Children were urged to bring in their old books and swap them –
taking home a selection of new reading material.
The annual Easter bingo will be held at the school on Friday 23 March. This is
a family event, from 6pm – 7.30pm. Tickets can be purchased on the night, but
food must be pre-ordered. To book your place contact sprattonPTA@gmail.com
We now have a new Facebook page to allow everyone to follow our activities.
Like us at “Friends of Spratton School” to keep up to date with our events.
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Spratton’s “Hidden Gem”

Café Doris
Your Community Coffee Shop
In May this year we will have been in operation for 5 years! Our
fantastic volunteers have made this possible and whilst we always look
for ways to continue expand our service, our existing team are all very
busy people. So if you think you might be interested in learning what
we do with a view to extending our normal opening days, to do some
volunteering and/or to take some responsibility to supervise extra
shifts, let us know. We welcome ideas and are keen to spread our
knowledge and enthusiasm for quality coffee.
Our charities: For 2017, with your help we donated £152 to the local
charity Inspirational Gems. Thank you all very much indeed. In 2018,
our chosen beneficiary is Northamptonshire, Warwickshire, Derbyshire,
Leicestershire and Rutland Air Ambulance.
New for this year is a ‘Swap Shop for Books Corner’. Bring a favourite
copy (maybe with a few notes as to why you liked it) and take one away.
If you enjoy this scheme all we ask is for a donation to this years’
charity for every swop. Give it a look next time you are in. We do know
there are some serious book-lovers in Spratton ! Spread the word and
let’s see where this takes us !!
Remember: we offer the best quality & value coffee & tea with the
best companionship for miles and miles and miles…
A Charitable Society operating two mornings per week in St Andrew’s Church
Spratton, NN6 8HH
For details please contact David Bennett, 4 High Street, Spratton. NN6 8HZ
Tel. 07962 231798
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES
Daventry District Council

01327 871100 www.daventrydc.gov.uk

Spratton Parish Council

Clerk Emma Gibson

07715 651904 clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk

District Councillors

Barry Frenchman

07785 332273 bfrenchman@daventry.gov.uk

John Shephard

07802 246660 Jshephard@daventry.gov.uk

Judy Shephard

01604 843275 jshephard@northamptonshire.gov.uk

County Councillor

SCHOOLS
Spratton CE Primary
School

Michelle Pye
01604 546530 bursar@spratton-ce.northants.sch.uk
Executive Headteacher

FOSS (Friends of Spratton Vicky Skinner
School)
Spratton Hall School
Simon Clarke, Head

07779 096797 sprattonPTA@gmail.com
01604 847292

office@sprattonhall.com

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
Church Warden

Bill Blowfield

01604 847457

bill.blowfield@btinternet.com

St Andrew’s Heritage Soc Alison Bennett

01604 821785

alisongbennett@btinternet.com

Uplands Group

01604 743444 uplandsgroup@btinternet.com

Office

VILLAGE FACILITIES
Village Hall Bookings

Jane Baker

01604 842640

Recreation Field Charity

Paul Vellam

01604 843183

Town & Land Charity

Pat Parish

01604 847734

pat.parish@tesco.net

Editor Parish Newsletter Enid Jarvis

01604 821260

jarvis.enid@btinternet.com

Neighbourhood Watch

07745 117163

phunt@backfriendly.co.uk

Peter Hunt

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
Football Club

Gill Donnelly

01604 821949

Garden Club

Jan Craig

01604 740401

Local History Society

Enid Jarvis

01604 821260 slhs@spratton.com

Lunch Club

Jay Tindale

01604 946251 jmtindale@outlook.com

Women’s Institute

Carol Constable

01604 845252 carol.constable@gmail.com

Natural Spratton

John Hunt

01604 846705 jfhunt@talktalk.net

Photography Group

Alan Roffey

07721 472236 alan.roffey@btinternet.com

Sports & Social Club

Jeff Buckby

01604 846585

Toddler Group

Christine Hunt

01604 846530

Scout Group Leader

Graham Smith

01604 847176 grahamsmith8hh@btinternet.com

Cub Leader

Jenny Woodford 01604 842460

Beaver Leader

Carol Constable

01604 845252 carol.constable@gmail.com

Girlguiding, Spratton

Linda Fletcher

01604 821617

Brownies

Viv Walton

07581
520232
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via Primary School

