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CHRISTMAS 2016 WASTE AND RECYCLING COLLECTIONS 

 

By now everyone should have had their new waste and recycling calendar with 

bin collection dates up to June 2018.  If you have not received this calendar you 

can find the information and check your collection day on our website 

at  www.daventrydc.gov.uk/recycling or call us on 01327 871100.  

Here is some specific information about arrangements for the Christmas period. 

 

 All collections will take place on their usual days over Christmas and 
New Year, including Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve, and on the public 
bank holidays after Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 

 

 Black bins will continue to be collected as normal on their fort-
nightly cycle.  

 

 Brown bins will be suspended for two weeks from Monday, 26        
December and Saturday, 7 January inclusive.  

 

 Recycling boxes and food bins will continue to be collected weekly 
for all households on their usual collection day. 

 

 Large cardboard will be collected for two weeks from Monday, 26    
December and Saturday, 7 January inclusive. If you have large cardboard 
and it won’t fit in your recycling box, please flatten it as much as possible 
and place next to your boxes on your collection day. Please do not place it 
inside another cardboard box. 

 

 Extra recycling can also be put out for collection over Christmas. 
If you have more recycling than your boxes can hold, please continue to 
sort your items and place them into clear or white bags next to your 
boxes (not black or green sacks).  Don’t forget that you can recycle a 
range of festive items, including Christmas cards, wrapping paper, sweet 
tins and drinks bottles. 

 

 Real Christmas trees will be collected on your scheduled brown bin 
collection day from 8 January for a four-week period. Please break it 
up and put it into your brown bin or place next to your recycling boxes. 
There are no communal collection points for real Christmas trees and 
they are only collected from households, not businesses or other        
premises. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME 

 

You may remember that a few years ago a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme  
(NHW) was set up in Spratton which was focused on the north-east corner of 
the village.  We have been asked if we would like to review the scheme and have 
a co-ordinator for the whole village.   A co-ordinator would be supported by 
other co-ordinators for specific areas of the village. 
 
The Daventry Area NHW Support Team (DANWST) has offered to come and  
discuss with us how we might set up a NHW Scheme, at a level of our choosing, 
and help to build or rebuild a community spirit within our area. 
 

If you think you might be interested in the initiative and would like to find  out 
what it involves, would you please give your contact details to the Clerk so we 
can notify you of an initial meeting. clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk   07715 651904 
For more information see www.northamptonshireneighbourhoodwatch.co.uk  
 
John Hunt 
 
 

 COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH 

 

We have received an invitation to join the Speed Watch which is an initiative to 
slow down traffic in the village by volunteers using radar guns and reporting 
speeding vehicles to the police, who follow up with letters to offenders.  Full 
support is given by the police to make the project a success and 6 to 10           
volunteers are needed for the village to be able to participate.  For further       
information of the scheme please see www.northants.police.uk/CSW 
 

Please get in touch with the Clerk if you are interested in helping. 
clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk   07715 651904 

  

 

 

 

SPRATTON PARISH COUNCILLORS  

John Hunt (Chair)      9A Yew Tree Lane                 01604 846705      jfhunt@talktalk.net                                                         
Bill Blowfield              7 Gorse Road                         01604 847457      bill.blowfield@btinternet.com                                     
Craig Chivers              9 Yew Tree Lane                    07841 125295      craigchivers@googlemail.com 
Janice Holmes            26 Smith Street                     01604 820224       brockservices@yahoo.co.uk 
Jay Tindale                  The Cottage,  
                                      6 Manor Road                       01604 946251       jmtindale@outlook.com 
Paul Vellam                 23 Smith Street                     01604-843183      terry.vellam@btinternet.com 
Sally Wilkes                 5 Olde Hall Close                   07920 198328       sally.wilkes84@gmail.com  
Graham Bandy                                                             07753 378699      607bandy@armymail.mod.uk          
 
Emma Gibson            14 The Scarplands                  07715 651904       clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk 
(Clerk)                          Duston 
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SPRATTON STREET LIGHTING 

New Lights for Old 

The Parish Council, with the advice of former electrical engineer, Dave Cooke, 

has been considering how best to make progress on improving the street    

lighting in the village.  There are three main issues to consider: 

 The wholesale changing of all 13 of the old lights in Gorse Road and       

adjacent roads as these were installed in the 1960s and are very dim 

 What type of replacement lights to use as  the lights in the rest of the     

village need replacing and 

 The use of part night photo cells instead of the all night photocells        

currently used. 

Dealing with these in order: 

We have decided to replace the "MBFU" lights which are no longer                

manufactured and contain mercury, with 50 Watt SON.  These should also be 

more efficient than the 35 watt SOX lamps currently in use and retain the soft 

sulphur orange ( and a little brighter) than the 35 watt SOX.   LEDs and Cosmo-

politan lamps have been considered but thought not to be appropriate for the 

village's particular needs at the moment.  

The part night photocells will turn off the lights between 12 midnight and    

5.30 am but all night photocells will be retained for strategic lights required in 

places such as street corners. This will reduce the electricity use and cost and 

also be environmentally appropriate.   

John Hunt 

ALLOTMENT SOCIETY 
(Spratton Town and Land Charity) 

HOW TO BURN OFF THOSE CHRISTMAS CALORIES IN JANUARY! 

1) RENT AN ALLOTMENT 

2) DIG AND PLANT 

3) GROW AND ENJOY HOME GROWN VEGETABLES AND FRUIT 

If you are interested in renting an allotment or would like to be shown around to 

see what is involved, please contact Pat Parish,  Clerk on 847734, 

pat.parish@tesco.net 



4 

CHARLES MATTS,  BRIXWORTH FARMING  

Charles Matts gained a BSc in Agriculture at Reading University before returning 

to the family farm at Creaton, where he now farms in partnership with his brother 

John, son Ian and nephew George.  He is a founding Director of Brixworth      

Farming and is responsible for managing the business and its relationship with 

clients.  He is a keen gardener and runner and was a finalist in the 2015 Farmers 

Weekly Arable Farmer of the Year Award.  The Brixworth Farming company was 

a finalist in this year’s Northamptonshire Food and Drinks Awards Farming       

Innovation Category. 

Charles is an avid supporter of environmental farming methods which are most 

clearly seen in the wild flower margins in the fields between Spratton and  

Creaton. We invited him to write this article as he looks after much of the land 

surrounding the village. 

A Day in the Life of Charles Matts 

Pollinators and Public Interest 

I opened my local newspaper this morning and got a 

lovely glimpse of sunflowers grown by one of my 

colleagues.  The flowers that he and I are growing 

this year at Brixworth Farming have been a fantastic 

thing to do.  They provide food for pollinators and a 

feast for the eyes of people passing by who enjoy 

them and often congratulate the farmers for sowing 

them. Although sunflowers have dominated in the Syngenta Pollinator Mix we 

have used, there is also mustard, brown mustard, Phacelia, fodder radish, Gold 

of Pleasure, kale rape and buckwheat in amongst them. 

We began our ‘flower farming’ as part of Operation Pollinator, an international 

biodiversity programme to boost the number of pollinating insects on           

commercial farms by creating specific habitats, tailored to local conditions and 

native insects. The mix of species can be humming with butterflies, bees and 

hoverflies.  However, it is the way that it has attracted the attention of people 

that has been the unexpected benefit. 

A few years ago I don’t think that, as farmers, we saw the link between being a 

commercial business, farming for the environmental benefits, and engaging 

thepublic in what we do.  But I’ve had a bit of a ‘Road to Damascus’ moment.  
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Yes, the various environmental schemes and        

rewards have given us a nudge as well. 

We want to care for the environment.  We want to 

be seen to care for the environment and we want it 

recognised that this care comes at a cost.  The 

walkers enjoying the pollinator strips can see that 

we have taken land out of production to grow it, 

can see what it is providing for pollinators and   

understand why – audited and certified that we 

farm this way – there is a premium on the crop 

paid to us by the customer. 

From the interest in last year’s planting for          

pollinators on the farm, I was invited to speak at a couple of Harvest Festivals to 

talk to the congregation.  I asked for a show of hands from people who had seen 

the pollinator strips and I was surprised to find that most of the people in 

church had seen and appreciated the flowers and why we had planted them.  

That was a measurement of success. 

Measuring to Manage 

I’m a benchmarking sort of person. I’ve just had the task of presenting the      

disappointing figures from this year’s harvest to my team. But it is not enough 

to accept that it is a bad year.  I need to know if we’ve had a bad year, then how 

has it worked out for others?  Is ours worse than others?  How do our costs 

compare?  I have to be able to report the measurements of our performance. 

I have the evidence that we are doing all we can to keep the costs down and    

increase the chance of profitability.  There are lots of farmers who may have to 

wait months, even as long as 18 months, before their accounts are done and 

they see the results of a bad year like this – by which time it’s far too late to 

have introduced improvements. 

We get our results now – as I did when I opened the newspaper this morning to 

see a photograph of a plot close to one of our bridle tracks.  A passerby liked the 

beautiful view and the sound of a part of our farming so much, that they took a 

picture and sent it to the local paper.  It’s a lovely bit of feedback on what we’re 

doing and is especially welcome when the figures from the harvest are, as in 

this year, so disappointing. 

Charles Matts 
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LOCAL BUSES 

For those people who do not have access to a car the Northampton-

Guilsborough- Welford Centrebus No.60 is the only means of travelling into 

Northampton.  Workers, students, school children and bus pass holders depend 

on this service. 

On a number of recent occasions the bus has failed to arrive leaving passengers 

with the only choice of paying for a taxi.    

Northants County Council has stated that it is going to withdraw the subsidies 

from country buses over the next three years and we need to show that this  

service is vital to the village if this is to be avoided.  I encourage everyone, in-

cluding car owners who have a bus pass, to use the bus and to object to the     

reduction of the service. 

Free Tesco Coach to Weston Favell Shopping Centre 

Three times a week this free coach service picks up at the Brixworth Road bus 

shelter at 10.30 am on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, returning at 

12.45 pm. 

The shopping centre gives access to a large Tesco store, banks, building society, 

library, 3 pharmacies, a main post office and major stores and shops 

As with the NCC bus  - IF WE DON’T USE IT, WE MAY WELL LOSE IT! 

Ann Tee 

 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal in Spratton 2016 

The total monies raised in this year's appeal was £1,759.04 

This was achieved by:- 

Door to door collection     £ 783.58 

Static Boxes                           £ 591.00 

Wreaths                                  £ 106.50 

Church Collection                 £ 202.96 

Donation                                  £  75.00 

Many thanks to all who supported this appeal by donating and collecting. 

Roger Scanlan 
Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser 
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  SPRATTON LUNCH CLUB 

      LET’S 

   HAVE 

     LUNCH 
 

THIRD TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH             

BRING FRIENDS  -  MAKE FRIENDS!             

CAFÉ DORIS, ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 
12.45 FOR 1.00PM 

 
LAST DATE TO BOOK:  

FRIDAY 18 DECEMBER      FOR 20 DECEMBER  
FRIDAY 13 JANUARY         FOR  17 JANUARY  

FRIDAY 17 FEBRUARY       FOR  21 FEBRUARY   
FRIDAY  17 MARCH           FOR 21 MARCH  

 

TO BOOK, RING EITHER:   

JAY TINDALE 01604 946251 

or CAROL CONSTABLE 01604 845252   

SUPPORT A NEW VENTURE 

COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING 
 

On Wednesday 21 December at 7.45 pm, wrap up well and come to the court-
yard of The King’s Head for a village get-together and some community carol 

singing. (See back cover) 
 

Everyone welcome. 
 

Sharon Scanlan 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 



12 

News from  

St Andrew’s 

Church 
 

SERVICES 
December 
4th 11 a.m. Worship for all 
11th 10 a.m. Group Service at 
Creaton 
18th 11 a.m. Holy Communion 
 5 p.m. Carols, mince pies and 
mulled wine 
24th 3.30 p.m. Crib Service and 
Sheep Trail 
11.30 p.m. Midnight Commun-
ion 
 
January 
1st  10 a.m. Group Service at 
Cottesbrooke 
8th 11 a.m. Worship for All 
15th  11 a.m. Holy Communion 
22nd 8.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
5 p.m. Table Talk 
29th 10 a.m. Group Service at 
Ravensthorpe 
 
February 
5th 11 a.m. Worship for All 
12th 10 a.m.  Group Service at 
Hollowell 
19th 11 a.m.  Holy Communion 
26th 8.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
5 p.m. Table Talk 
 
March 
5th 11 a.m. Worship for All 
12th  10 a.m.  Group Service at 
Thornby 
19th 11 a.m. Holy Communion 
26th 8.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
5 p.m.  Table Talk 

Christmas is fast approaching!  There 

will be lots of events at St Andrew’s 

as we celebrate afresh the birth of  

Jesus,  

born to show us what God is like,  

born to die in our place,  

born to bring us new life,    

forgiveness, peace, hope and love,  

        born to be 

Emmanuel, God with us.  

 

 
Do come and join us for our regular 

services and for some of the Christmas 

‘specials’. 
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Nativity Sheep trail 

One of our  

Benefice  

Shepherds  

wants to go 

and see  

Baby Jesus but  

he can’t find all his 

sheep. He  knows   

he spent time in   

Spratton Church  at 

Café Doris! And a few 

escaped into the       

Village.  There are 20 

sheep missing – can you 

help find them so that 

they can be collected 

ready for the Crib    

Service on December 

24th? 

Leaflets are available 

in Spratton Church for 

50p each.  All monies 

raised will go to the 

Hope Centre in     

Northampton. 

!! 

Sunday 20th December 

5.00 pm in Café Doris 

 

Choose and sing your favourite  

    Christmas Carols.  

Eat mince pies 

Drink mulled wine 

Enjoy celebrating Christmas 

The deadline for the Spring edition of the Parish Newsletter 

is 

Saturday 4 March 2017 

Please send your articles to the Editor as Word Documents 

with images as separate jpegs 

jarvis.enid@btinternet.com 
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W I REPORT DECEMBER 2016 

In September Carol Ward told us about her life and the time she spent dancing 

with the Tiller Girls. How fascinating it turned out to be as she remembered the 

Variety Shows she took part in over the years and the famous entertainers she 

met along the way.  

We have been collecting food for the Hope Centre for many months but never 

really knew what else was done by this organisation. The talk in October        

certainly told us the variety of ways destitute people are helped not by a “hand 

out”, but by a “hand up”. The food is only part of the whole service. They are 

helped to smarten themselves up and guided towards finding a job. They are 

helped to find somewhere to live and make a new life for themselves. What an 

eye opener the talk was. There is even a catering business run by the Centre 

which employs some of the people who seek help from them. 

Future W I Events  

Tuesday 13 December 2016 ~ Christmas Flower Arranging ~ by Sharon 

Badger. This meeting is open to visitors ~ £3 ~ includes refreshments. 

Friday 13 January 2017 ~ Members Annual Dinner at the Kings Head,       

Spratton. 

Meetings are held every second Tuesday in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. New    

members are very welcome to come along and join us as we get to know other   

ladies in the village and have an enjoyable night out. 

Carol Constable 

BT TELEPHONE BOX 

Parishes have been given official notification of 

the removal of BT phone boxes, with any objec-

tions to be registered by 21 December 2016.    

The Parish Council is pursuing an option of    

adopting the phone box in Brixworth Road in 

order that it may be preserved for community 

use e.g. a swap book box.   

Any ideas for its future use will be welcome. 

John Hunt 
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Spratton Open Gardens on Sunday 11 June 2017 

 

The National Garden Scheme is now 90 years old and this year Mary Berry (of 

baking fame) is the President.  It raises money to support nursing charities and 

every year there are around 3800 gardens open to visitors across the whole of 

the country.  The money raised from the entry fees, plant sales and teas is then 

distributed and in 2015 NGS gave £2.7 million - Macmillan, Marie Curie and 

Hospice UK each receiving £500,000. NGS has given over £44 million to nursing 

charities since it was set up. 

 

In June this year a team of garden openers and helpers in Spratton raised £1500 

for NGS and £500 for St Andrew’s.  Next year – 2017 – we are delighted that 

nine households have kindly agreed to open their gardens for people to visit 

from 11 am – 5 pm on Sunday 11 June.  There are two new gardens to visit.   So, 

please put the date in your 2017 diary and come along to support the charities 

which provide support when we most need it. 

 

If you would like to help on the day, please do let me 

know and to learn more about the National Garden 

Scheme and find gardens to visit all over the UK, please 

visit  http://www.ngs.org.uk/ 

 

Lucille Knapp 

07951 612733 

 

 

 

View of Spratton Church 
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FOSS (Friends of Spratton School) 

It’s been a busy term for everyone involved in FOSS.  

The FOSS AGM was held at the end of September and we are delighted to       

welcome a number of new committee members. As a result we now have a full 

committee with a wealth of experience and a range of new ideas.  

The first FOSS event of the year was a family quiz and fancy dress competition. 

The eight rounds covered topics such as TV programmes, food, logos and spot 

the difference. First prize was kindly donated by Mini Meadows Petting Farm 

and was won by the “Millers Monkeys” and second prize, donated by Beckworth 

Emporium, was won by “Team Hunter”. The event was well supported and 

raised over £70. This money will be put towards the coach hire for the school’s 

pantomime trip in December.  

The FOSS Christmas fair is to be held on Thursday 1st December in the school 

hall (3.15 – 4.30) and is open to all. We are currently looking for stall holders at 

this event, anyone interested in having a stall at the fair should contact the 

school.  

Our big event this year is to be a ceilidh dance. This family event will be held in 

The Barn function room, Moulton College on Saturday 21 January, 7 – 10 pm 

and will have a live band and a caller to help everyone through the dances!  

Tickets are now on sale £10 for adults, £5 for children and include a light buffet. 

For ticket enquiries please contact sprattonPTA@gmail.com  

Vicky Skinner, Chairma 

Littlehood Preschool 
Learning and developing through play 

 

Sessional preschool opening soon in Spratton!  

For all enquiries and to express an interest in a place for your child, please  

contact preschool manager Victoria Garrett at: 

victoria@littlehoodpreschool.co.uk 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

http://littlehoodpreschool.co.uk/
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For members who did not get to the AGM on Thursday 1 December, and for  
others who might want to join when they see the programme for 2017, here is 
that programme. As usual, the committee have put together some interesting 
talks and four excellent outings, two by coach and two self-drive, as well as two 
social evenings.  
 
Members who did not attend the AGM are reminded that their subscription of 
£4 is now due. This will be collected by committee members calling on you over 
the next few weeks. If you are not already a member, you don’t have to be a 
learned horticulturist to enjoy this club! 
 
Michael Heaton, Secretary, 01604 846032 
 

PROGRAMME 2017 
Talks are on Thursdays at 7.30 pm at the Sports & Social Club, Smith Street - £2 
for members or £3 for non-members. 

Members may bring friends on outings at the member’s rate. 

Thursday 23 Feb 
7.30 pm 
 
Thursday 23 March 
7.30 pm 
 
Sunday 21 May 
Coach departs 8.00 am 
Back 6.45 pm 
 
Thursday 1 June 
7.30 pm 
Admission £1 
 
Thursday 8 June 
7.00 pm 
Meet there 
 
Sunday 25 June 
Coach departs 8.30 am 
Back 6.00 pm 
 

  

  

   

Stone Garden Ornaments—a history and a look at 
how to use ornaments in your garden today 
A talk by Simon Scott of Haddonstone 
 
Rooted in History—Growing for Ever 
A talk by Richard Moisey 
 
 
Coach outing to Beth Chatto Garden  
£25 
 
 
Club’s annual coffee evening with cakes, plant stall 
and raffle, this year at the home of Jan Craig,            
Hill View, Hollowell NN6 8RN 
 
Self-drive outing to Lois Weedon House and                 
4 Vicarage Rise, Weedon Lois.  Meet at Lois Weedon 
House NN12 8PJ .  £7 inclusive of  refreshments 
 
Coach outing to Hemingford Abbots Flower Show 
£22 
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NATURAL SPRATTON REPORT 

Jubilee Wood is in good heart and produced lots of berries for the birds this 

year.  It also produced a good amount of nettles and thistles down the bottom 

part but most trees are well above them now and are not affected.  We recently 

received some two year old saplings to complete the 35 yard remaining length 

of hedge and called upon our volunteers (admittedly at short notice as the    

saplings arrived without notice) and on a very wet and cold Saturday morning 

three of us completed the job. 

The Pocket Park in Brixworth Road has been very productive this year with its 

usual numbers of wild flowers and regular mammalian visitors such as fox,   

rabbit and badger.  It is currently being put to bed for the winter with the         

cutting and clearing of the grass and hedge trimming. Have a look at the         

pictures of some of the wild flowers that are pinned up in the Lych Gate. 

We are looking to add to our Natural Spratton list of volunteers who we can call 

on now and again to help with the work in Jubilee Wood and the Pocket Park, so 

if you would like to go on that list please ring or email the Clerk or myself with 

your contact details. 

John Hunt  
01604 846705 
 

 

 

Autumn leaves in Harlestone Firs 

Thursday 13 July 
7.00 pm   Meet there 
 
Thursday 21 September 
7.30 pm 
 
Thursday 19 October 
7.30 pm 

 
Thursday 30 November 
7.30 pm 
 

Self-drive outing to Blatherwycke Estate Garden 
PE8 6YW   £4.50 inclusive of refreshments 
 
Hot New Perennials. A talk by Graham Rice 
 
 
Shady Borders. A talk by Graham Pavey 
 
 
Annual General Meeting and Social Evening 
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SPRATTON YOUTH CLUB UPDATE 
 

Spratton Youth Club meets on Tuesday evenings during term time in the Sports 
Social Club from 6.15 – 7.45 pm.  We have started a varied and fun winter activ-
ity programme for members to enjoy whilst socialising and chilling out, such as 
the conkers and chips 
evening and  pumpkin 
carving;  our members’ 
brilliant attempts are 
shown here.  

Our traditional sausage 
and sparkler evenings 
had additional marsh 
mallows to toast and an  
opportunity to use time
-lapse photography to 
write their names with a 
sparkler—something 
everyone enjoyed. 

Results were impressive 
and each member was 
given a printed copy of 
their sparkler name by 
Karen who led this        
activity.   

As Spratton Youth Club is 
an affiliated member of The Northamptonshire Association of Youth Clubs we 
can also participate in more traditional youth club   activities such as rock 
climbing and roller skating at Benham Sports Arena.     Future activities leading 
up to Christmas include an evening in the Village Hall making pizzas, and a 
Creative Christmas craft make with a guest leader. The wackier we make the   
activities the more our members seem to enjoy them! 

We have good attendance and a great bunch of children and teenagers. We are 
open to anyone aged 10 -16 and currently the majority of our group are aged 10
-14.  For the past five years Youth Club has been run by a team of volunteers and 
gradually the numbers of willing helpers have reduced. Due to regulations, we 
are unable to run with just one person, and the remaining four volunteers are 
struggling to commit to sessions every week as we are all working parents. We 
are trying to think of ways of keeping the youth club running as it is obviously 
used and enjoyed by the young people of our village but it is becoming              
increasingly difficult for our volunteers to commit each week.  

Pumpkin carving by the youth club members 

This is a panoramic picture of our massive “sparkle out” with 

15 children all circling sparklers at the same time  
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If you have an idea which you feel our members aged 10 - 14 would enjoy (it does-
n’t matter how mad it sounds – it’s usually a case of the madder the better) please 

get in touch. We would love to give it a try.  If you would like to come along and 
meet the members (they are not scary – honestly) and see how rewarding youth 

leading can be, please get in touch with Jenny Tilley 07570 602774. 

 

SPRATTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Our big event since the last newsletter has been the dedication of the                

refurbished Roll of Honour in St Andrew’s Church on Remembrance Sunday.   

After a considerable amount of research by some of the members of SLHS, the 

names of 17 more Spratton men who served in the First World War have been 

added by a professional calligrapher and the Roll of Honour has been reframed. 

We were able to track down the families of 

three of the additional men and they were 

very pleased to join us on 13 November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Private Arthur Dickens 
whose name was one 
of those added to the 
Roll of Honour. The 
photograph was taken 
on his wedding day in 
1916 

The family of Private Arthur Dickens. 
Standing by the Roll of Honour are: Joseph 
Nikel (great grandson), Ursula Dickens 
(daughter-in-law), Dennis Dickens (son), 
Mrs Dennis Dickens, and a family friend 

Young people from our youth organisations 

played a large part in the Remembrance Sun-

day Service. Some presented their flags at the 

altar in a dignified manner and others read 

out the names of the dead very movingly by 

the War Memorial.  A young bugler expertly 

led the congregation in the two minute silence 

by playing The Last Post.  
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Future Programme 

All meetings in the Village Hall at 8 pm.  £2 members.  £3 non-members 

Wed 7 Dec  ‘Sherlock Holmes’ by Steve Dimmer (member of Equity) 

    Christmas event with refreshments 

Wed 15 Feb  ‘Chester Farm – Archaeological Exploration of a Roman Site’ 

    A talk by Sarah Bridges, County Archivist 

Wed 15 Mar  ‘Factory Life in the Boot and Shoe Industry’ 

    A talk by Ruth Thomas  

New Website 

Spratton Local History Society (SLHS) has a new website.  You can find it at 
www.sprattonhistory.org  
 
The website gives information about all 167 men from Spratton who served in 
the First World War with pictures and an interactive map showing where many 
of them lived.  It includes 17 who were not previously recorded on the Roll of 
Honour in the Church. 
 
There are sections about the history of the village, notable Spratton residents,  
the role of lace-making, the church, the school and other buildings.  A photo    
archive of about 2,000 local pictures and a genealogy of the main Spratton   
families in the 19th century is also  included.   
 
The new website has been made possible by a grant from the Heritage Lottery 
fund,  together with many hours of work by members of Spratton Local History 
Society.  

TWO NEW DEFIBRILLATORS 
As reported in the last Newsletter we now have two new defibrillators – one 
in the pub car park and the other on the front of the Sports & Social Club.  We 
hope that you will not need them but they are there for emergency heart     
failures.  In case of need (if someone’s heart appears to have stopped) ring 
999 and they will give you the code for a defibrillator if it is within 500 yards 
as the crow flies of the patient.  In the meantime hopefully someone will be 
carrying out CPR (Cardio-Pulmonary Resucitation) on the patient pending   
arrival of the caller and the ambulance.  If the patient was near to the pub or 
Social Club the code number will be available in those places or John Hunt will 
have them (telephone and address in the Newsletter).   We had a wonderful 
training in CPR with Mandy Lowe of the East Midland Air Ambulance Service 
(EMAAS) in October and if enough people are interested another session 
could be arranged.           John Hunt 

http://www.sprattonhistory.org
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SPRATTON SCOUT GROUP 

 

Spratton Scout Group are running a Burns Supper on 28 January 2017 to raise 

funds to support the work that we do with young people. We will have a Burns 

Night meal at The Kings Head and then retire to the Village Hall for a Ceilidh 

and Dessert. It will be an evening of poetry, to celebrate the great Rabbie Burns 

and then a fantastic evening of dancing the reels of Scotland.  If you want to 

celebrate with us please fill out the form and return to Andrew Elliott. 

Tickets will be in demand so get your form in as soon as possible. 
 

BURNS SUPPER 

Date: Saturday 28 January 2017,  6.00 pm – 11.00 pm 

Where: Kings Head, Spratton for Haggis and  Poetry 

  Village Hall, Spratton for Dessert and Ceilidh  

                  £30 per ticket which includes meal, entertainment (Ceilidh) 

Dress:      Black tie, Highland Evening 

Please fill out the form below and return to Andrew Elliott. 
Cash or cheques made payable to “Spratton Scout Group” 

Tickets will then be issued. 
Please return as soon as possible. First come first served!! 

75 places only!!!! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Spratton Scout Group Burns Supper 28 January 2017 

Ticket Order Form 

Name: ……………………………………………………….. 

Address………………………………………………………….Telephone………………… 

No. of tickets: …………………. @ £30 each 

Cheque/cash enclosed : £ ……….. 

Vegetarians: ……………………… 

Vegans: ………………………….. 

Return AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to Andrew Elliott, 4 School Road, Spratton 
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 Spratton Community Coffee Shop 

  Café 

    Doris   

November/December 2016               

This is now our fourth year of operation, and we are looking forward to 

celebrating with a Social Evening in February for our volunteers and 

partners with suitable drinks and refreshments. 

During next year we are hoping to organise an outing for interested  

coffee lovers, to learn about the art of coffee roasting from our unique 

artisan supplier in Gt Brington, and to peruse and sample local coffee 

shops – they are increasing in number locally, but as our customers know 

and appreciate we strive to stay ahead in terms of freshness, quality 

and price. Let us know if you are interested in joining in an outing. Of 

course we also offer regular opportunities for conversation and           

information, so if you like to know what is going on locally, you know 

where to find us !         

                        Join us in our unique friendly surroundings 

       

May we also take this admittedly early opportunity to wish all our valued 

customers a Happy Christmas and successful New Year. 

A Charitable Society operating two mornings per week in St Andrew’s Church Spratton, NN6 8HH 

 
For details please contact David Bennett, 4 High Street, Spratton. NN6 8HZ.     Tel.  07962 231798 



Dawn Mallard Hairdressing 
17 Brixworth Road Spratton NN6 8HH 

01604 847260 

 

Stylists for Ladies, Gents, Students & Juniors 

Visit us for friendly and professional hair 

care. 

 

Our stylists have extensive experience  

in precision cutting, razor cutting,  

colour slices, weaves, colouring, 

big hair blow dries, roller setting, 

creative or traditional perming 

 

Great hair-up do’s for weddings, proms and 

special occasions 

 

We are working with Olaplex, a revolutionary 

upgrade service for hair colouring 

 

Competitive prices, with concessions 

 for seniors, students and juniors 

Free Consultations and Loyalty Cards 

Complimentary Tea and Coffee 

 

8.30 – 6.00pm (1.00pm Saturdays) 

PW BUILDING SERVICES   Est Since 1973 

Tel: 01604 582298         Mobile: 07786628049 

Email: david.pwbuilding@btinternet.com  

WE OFFER THE TOTAL PACKAGE! 

BUILDING WORKS: Total Property 

Renovations—Garage and Loft Conversions 

Architectural Drawings—Extensions—Garden 

Walls—Patios—Wall Removal—Drainage 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY: Kitchen 

Refits—Wardrobes—Storage Areas—Roofing 

Soffits & Facia Boards—Windows—Internal & 

External Doors UPVC or Wood—Laminate or 

Real Wood Flooring—Architrave & Skirting 

Stud Walls– Fencing—Decking—Stairs 

PLASTERING: Ceilings & Walls—Dry     

Lining—Coving—Rendering—Screeding 

 

PLUMBING: Bathrooms/Shower Room Refits— 

Central Heating—Boilers—Drainage—Soil Stacks 

All Aspects of General Plumbing Works 

TILING: Floors & Walls 

ELECTRICAL: Rewires—Fuse Boards - 

Spot Lights—Sockets & Switches 

ROOFING: Soffits & Facia Wood or UPVC—

Guttering—Lead Work—Roof Repair Work— 

Chimney Stacks Repointed or Removed 

DECORATING: Wallpapering—All Aspects of 

Internal & External Decorating 

INSURANCE WORK 

We Can Organise It All For You! - Free Quotes & Advice Given 

If it’s not on the list above, please ask if we can do it 

www.pwbuilding-services.co.uk 
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