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Parish Council News……. 

 

   CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2017 

              Councillor John Hunt 

 

It seems like no time has passed since I was writing a report for last year but 
here we are again.  In last year’s report I said that the Council had weathered 
the difficulties of the previous year and that the Council would emerge all the 
stronger for the experience.  The last year has proved that to be an accurate  
prediction with a strong team working together and an able and enthusiastic 
clerk in the form of Emma Gibson.  Emma is currently undertaking the CILCA 
course of training for Council Clerks which will clearly add to her expertise and 
ability to assist the Council in carrying out its important work of administering 
the resources available for the benefit of the community. 

New Councillors 
During the year we have two new councillors ,Lydia Crawford and Louise Smith, 
both relative newcomers to the village and bringing invaluable skills and         
enthusiasm to the Council.  This means that we now have on the Council, 5      
female members and 4 male.  We have a vacancy and a male or female candidate 
for co-option would be equally welcome! 

Planning 
The usual day to day work of the Council has continued smoothly and subject to 
some contentious planning applications reported on by the Chair of the       
Planning Committee. The major event of the year has been the damage caused 
to the Spratton Bridge and the subsequent single lane traffic and then the road 
closure.  We were told at the beginning of July that the work would be carried 
out in mid-October with a road closure of 15 days.  In fact it turned out that the 
worked was not completed until early February.  
 
Crime 
Crime is a continuing issue and the police reports which are circulated via Peter 
Hunt through the original Neighbourhood Watch email list reminds residents to 
always be on the alert and to ensure they don’t neglect their security matters. 
These could vary from securing their houses and outbuildings to being alert to 
the increasing number of online scams.   If anyone wishes to be added to the list 
of residents to receive online relevant local information or wishes to be removed 
from the existing list, please contact the Clerk. 
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Neighbourhood Watch is alive and well in Spratton.  Local residents around 
Smith Street spotted suspicious activity when four people emerged from a 
parked car and were seen to cover their faces and head towards a house in 
Smith Street.  The witnesses took the car registration, telephoned each other 
and the police to report the behaviour.  In the meantime the suspects left the 
house and drove off.  The police reacted immediately and on their way to   
Spratton they saw the reported car and stopped the suspects.   Well done      
residents.  A perfect example of how to keep Spratton safe! 

Health Help 
We now have two trained First Responders in the village who are available for 
assistance when requested by the East Midland Ambulance Service.  The two 
defibrillators fixed in the pub car park and on the Social Club on the Recreation 
Field are available by ringing 999 or obtaining the code from the Social Club or 
Pub, myself or the Clerk in case of emergency. 

Litter 

This year there have been two Litter Picks and in the future might even be 
more.  The annual Litter Pick organised by Chris Saul took place successfully in 
March but owing to the closure of the A5199 it was decided that an additional 
Litter Pick should clean up the accumulated litter caused on A5199 during the 
road closure.   Chris organised this and a record 40 people turned up on a fine 
Sunday morning and did the quickest road clearing ever!   Coincidentally, NCC 
have enquired whether Parishes would be interested in taking over litter     
picking the streets in place of NCC doing it for which the parish would benefit 
by about £570 pa.  We have expressed an interest in doing this and are waiting 
for the next step from NCC.   

Street Lighting 

In the Newsletter of December 2016 I wrote about the street lighting and the 
proposal to replace all of the 57 year old Gorse Road lanterns with modern 
ones.  I am happy to report that this has now been done and have received    
various positive reports of the results.  The new lamps are known as 50 Watt 
SON and will give a much better light as well as having timers on them to turn 
the lights off between midnight and 5.30am. Street corner lights remain on to 
give some cover during the night. 

Millennium Garden Plaque 

You may remember that last year a plaque commemorating William Rhodes-
Moorhouse VC was placed in the Millennium Garden and this year Spratton    
Local History Society  have placed an explanatory board next to it. 

NCC Councillor 

We must congratulate NCC Councillor Judy Shephard for her success in the local 
election as our county councillor and thank her for her services as well as our 
District Councillors, Barry Frenchman and John Shephard. All three often attend 
our Parish Council meetings and advise or inform us on various matters. 
Cllr John Hunt 
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HOW DO WE INVOLVE THE COMMUNITY  

IN VILLAGE ACTIVITIES? 

This is the perennial question and always without a satisfactory answer.  Maybe 
it's time for a change! 

In the past the Parish Council has attempted to engage with the community in 
various ways including: via the Newsletter, a regular "surgery", an annual walk 
around the village, a suggestion box, our monthly invitations to the public to  
attend the Parish Council meetings, and various events and consultations held 
over the years.   

None of these have worked with continuing success so we are looking at ways 
in which we might increase involvement of the residents in village matters. This 
is particularly relevant at the present time when we have so many new           
residents. many of whom are young families who move to Spratton because it is 
such a wonderful village they would like to become involved in.  I know that 
many families have joined in by attending the village schools, joining the Scouts, 
Cubs, Beavers or Guides or one of the several clubs. However, when we hold 
events or look at membership of organisations, we find it is usually the faithful 
few long term residents who participate. 

So this article is AN APPEAL FOR CREATIVE IDEAS as to how people can          
become more involved in the village as well as suggestions for improvements to 
the village and how the Parish Council might engage with the public better.   

One idea which is becoming popular is that of a locally organised group email 
network limited to the village only in which neighbours can ask for information 
such as recommendations for plumbers, offer unwanted items to give away, ask 
for advice or give urgent information etc.  Cllr Louise Smith has written an      
article on this with a plea for any computer expert who might be able to help in 
setting up the initial site. 

Cllr John Hunt 

 

CAN YOU HELP SPRATTON GO DIGITAL? 

Our village is  a very vibrant community with many groups,    
organisations,  social and hobby clubs in existence for us all to 
enjoy, and the Parish Council is looking at possible ways of     
letting the residents know what is going on as well as giving a 
them a tool, in addition to the Newsletter and web site, for communicating with 
each other. With the arrival of many new young families into the area, and with 
modern life being very busy, it can be difficult to find spare time to stop and 
read a noticeboard or newsletter, so maybe things that are happening right on 
the doorstep can be overlooked as people simply do not know about them. New 
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clubs, societies or events also need a platform to lift their profile and gain        
interest, and also we as individuals could also benefit in many ways               
communicating with other members of the village.  

In today's society we all now have to embrace the digital age which is an ever 
increasing part of everyday life. Having access to information on our phones, 
laptops and tablets is essential, so the Parish Council have wondered if perhaps 
there is a real benefit in creating a group email network or even using social    
media to enhance communication throughout the village.  

There may have been some effort at this in the past with Facebook, but there 
are many forms of social media, and of course questions to ask about what 
might work best, but perhaps this is now the time to explore all of the options 
available.  

The overall idea would be that the “network” in whatever form it takes is not a 
Parish Council site but a Community site for anyone in the village to use.          
Examples of its use could be :  

 to advertise an event;  

 appeal for help – perhaps a lift to an appointment;  

 club together to bulk buy – perhaps household coal by the tonne;;  

 look for a new guitarist for a band; 

 offer theatre tickets you cannot use;  

 ask for recommendations for services;   

 warn the community of any suspicious activity;  

 swop or sell unwanted goods etc. 

 The list could be endless, and open many opportunities. 

So, if you have the necessary skills to advise or set up something like this via       

social media or a purely locally organised email network, the Parish Council 

would be very keen to hear from you. We are happy to hear from and take          

direction from ALL members of the community, so please do not be shy at         

coming forward!  In any event could you email or telephone the Clerk to say          

if you might be interested in being part of a local internet group?  

 

Cllr Louise Smith                              clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk 

07715651904 
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NEW  

VILLAGE HALL? 

 

Again, the question has been raised “Would Spratton benefit from a new village 
hall”. 

We know that there are many people within the area who travel to other venues 
outside the village for classes and entertainment, so would the residents of 
Spratton use a new hall to its full potential? 

Another question, would we be able to identify skills to enable the hall to be    
financially viable? 

Many ideas have been proposed for example:- 

Short Mat Bowls, and Produce and Craft Markets,  

Classes for Painting and Sewing,  

Flower arranging, or Line Pilates,  

Lending Library, and Sports Facilities etc.  

We will survey each household shortly with a questionnaire and would be 
grateful for your input. 

Cllr Janice Holmes 

SPRATTON PARISH COUNCILLORS  

John Hunt (Chair)       9A Yew Tree Lane        01604 846705          jfhunt@talktalk.net                                                        

Bill Blowfield              7 Gorse Road                 01604 847457          bill.blowfield@btinternet.com                                  

Craig Chivers              9 Yew Tree Lane            07841 125295          craigchivers@googlemail.com   

Janice Holmes            26 Smith Street             01604 820224           janicetholmes@gmail.com                                           

Jay Tindale                 6 Manor Road                01604 946251           jmtindale@outlook.com 

Paul Vellam                23 Smith Street             01604-843183           terry.vellam@btinternet.com                              

Sally Wilkes                5 Olde Hall Close           07920 198328            sally.wilkes84@gmail.com                                       

Lydia Crawford          7 High Street                  07904 243582            Lydia@crawford.me.uk                                               

Louise Smith              6 Bakers Lane                 07986239113             mrsljsmith@outlook.com  

Emma Gibson            14 The Scarplands         07715 651904            clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk                                             
(Clerk)                          Duston 

mailto:mrsljsmith@outlook.com
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Application No DA/2017/0285 – demolition of existing conservatory at 20 

Yew Tree Lane. Parish Council has no objections or comments. 

Application No DA/2017/0274 – Construction of single-storey extension. 

Demolition of existing garage and construction of two new flats at 10 Willow 

Close. Observations sent to DDC by Parish Council. 

Application No DA/2017/0319 – Relocation of field entrance on land at     

Teeton Road, Spratton.  Parish Council has no objections. 

Application No DA/2017/0339 – Raise height of roof to create first floor      

accommodation.  Two-storey side extensions (revised scheme) at 15A Brix-

worth Road. Parish Council has no further comments or observations. 

clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk 

07715651904 

 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 

In order to comply with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 which came 

into force on 1 April 2015, the Parish Council is required to publish certain in-

formation. Available on the Council website is the following:  

Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2017 including:  

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual Return)  

The Statement of Accounts (Section 2 of the Annual Return)  

End of Year Accounts year ending March 2017  

Records of receipts and payments 2016/17 

Monthly Bank Reconciliations 2016/17  

clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk 

07715651904 

www.spratton.org.uk 

http://www.starcrosspc.org.uk/Starcross-PC/UserFiles/Files/2016-17%20Annual%20Governance%20Statements%20-%20Section%201.pdf
http://www.starcrosspc.org.uk/Starcross-PC/UserFiles/Files/Accounting%20Statements%20-%20Section%202.pdf
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POCKET PARK 

Dave Cooke sends out emails to those interested in which he describes the wild 
flowers in the Pocket Park, formerly the cemetery in the Brixworth Road. Here is 
his early summer report, together with a tribute to the late Steve Pomfret who 
gave considerable help when the Pocket Park was being set up. 

Summer is arriving and it is certainly 
warmer. The Yellow Rattle is beginning to 
carpet the area with a good show of blue   
Bugle and the white Star-of-Bethlehem mixed 
in. Common Vetch is starting to appear while 
the Greater Celandine is  almost finished. 
There is a Columbine, the wild version of 
Aquilegia, but you need to be up early to see 
the Goat's-Beard as the flowers are only open 
in the morning. A single Foxglove is              

disappointing but others may yet appear. Ragged-Robin is growing in several 
places but the inconspicuous Salad Burnet is more difficult to find.  At last we 
have lots of Buttercups and a small patch of Clary. Spotted Cat's-Ear is another 
difficult plant to find with its spotted dark coloured leaves below the spike    
supporting the yellow flowers. White Campion is often an annual so does not 
grow as well as the red version. 
 
There are sure to be others not mentioned so take a look for yourself. 

Dave Cooke 

 

 

STEVE POMFRET 

Steven was born in Burnley in 1939 but started his working life in London. He 
subsequently obtained a position with Avon Cosmetics in Northampton and 
purchased a property in Spratton in 1986 where he has lived ever since. He has 
been keen to get involved in village life and always assisted in helping in       
community matters whenever asked, whether it be in working on Jubilee Wood, 
digging holes and mixing concrete to install benches in the Pocket Park,      
painting  notice board and railings or using his talents to produce posters for 
village events.   He was a great joker and was always fun to be with whether it 
was in his regular haunt of Café Doris or actively participating in various      
quizzes.  

He will be greatly missed and our support and thoughts go out to his widow, 
Eve and his family. 

Dave Cooke 
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SPRATTON COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS   

We now have two qualified members of 
Spratton’s Community First Responder 
(CFR) team in addition to support from the 
Brixworth team.  Spratton Parish Council 
contributed about £500 for some of the 
equipment for the Spratton CFR and there 
was a similar amount which came from the 
British Heart Foundation. 

What are CFRs and how do they help? 

CFRs are volunteers who are trained by 
East Midlands Ambulance Services to       
attend certain types of emergency calls in 
the area.  

The main role of a CFR is, wherever        
possible, to reach a potential life threatening emergency in the first vital       
minutes before an ambulance crew arrives, with the aim of helping to stabilise 
the patient and provide the appropriate care and comfort until the ambulance 
service arrives. 

Our CFRs are trained and also equipped by the ambulance service. They carry a 
medical kit that includes an oxygen cylinder and masks, airways, a defibrillator 
and other first aid equipment. CFRs are trained in life support to help patients 
with chest pain, in cardiac arrest, breathing problems, severe bleeding, diabetic 
emergencies and unconscious casualties; all incidents where seconds count. 

How a CFR is informed of an emergency  

Following a 999 call, the CFR is contacted by the ambulance service by mobile 
phone with details of the call and at the same time as an ambulance is             
dispatched. Where possible, the CFR will deliver immediate medical support 
then hand over to ambulance crew.  It is essential to note that CFRs should 
never be contacted direct when anyone experiences a health emergency -        
always call 999 and wherever possible a CRF will be dispatched directly by the 
ambulance service in addition to the ambulance. 

Viv Walton: “Sometimes it’s just a case of offering support and reassurance until 
the crew comes, trying to calm someone down, who is experiencing pain and 
illness which can be very frightening for them.” 

Charlotte Hatt: “I work from home a great deal and it’s easy for me to commit to 
being a first responder during the day whilst I’m working.  It’s great knowing 
that if someone really needs life support or comfort we can potentially offer it 

Newly qualified Community First Respond-

ers, Charlotte Hatt (left) and Viv Walton 

(right) 
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during the time it takes for the ambulance crew to arrive and provide their     
expert support.” 

CFR’s meet regularly in Brixworth to continue their training and exchange their 
experiences. If you are interested in becoming a CFR please contact                      

Sandra Cottrell on 07970268288 

Charlotte Hatt 
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IS FOOD CHEAP OR EXPENSIVE? 

In a previous issue of the Newsletter we had an article by Charles Matts who 

farms locally.  This time Steve Holt of Holdenby Mill Farm has kindly written an 

interesting article and we would like to invite any local landowner or  farmer who 

does not necessarily live in the village, to write something.  Of course articles are 

always welcome from any source but the Newsletter might also be a way for those 

who live or farm on the periphery of the village, to have their say. 

My genes are very agricultural having been rattling around the parish since 

1680 (research by Spratton Local History Society).  At various times they have 

farmed around 70% of the land within the parish and so have been influential 

in the way the countryside looks today, managing the hedges, ditches and  

planting the trees and spinneys.  I have farmed in my own right for 40 years and 

would like to explain about the massive but quiet change that has been going on 

in agriculture in my lifetime as the link between producer and consumer has 

been almost completely broken. This was brought home to me this dry spring 

when the BBC weather presenters were more concerned about rain for parks 

and gardens than farms! 

During the Second World War Britain nearly starved when the ships bringing in 

cheap food from the Americas were sunk by German U boats. Suddenly farming 

in the UK, having been neglected since the Victorian age, became very               

important again and after the war resources were put into research and           

development and a price guarantee system, which had been instigated during 

the war, continued.  The 1950s saw the first widespread introduction of           

artificial fertilisers, herbicides and fungicides. This carried on in the 60s and 

early 70s with amazing improvements in crop varieties and grants for              

improving drainage. There was also a continual          

development in mechanisation leading to the              

impressive machines you might spot in the countryside 

today. My father, who was born in 1911, worked with 

steam traction engines (one ran away with him down 

Brixworth Hill), horses (very unpredictable- one took 

off back to its stable with cart attached whilst hay   

Sydney Holt (1911-2000), Steve Holt’s father having a break by 

his tractor in 1989 
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 carting – only the shafts of the 

cart survived) and tractors. He 

definitely preferred tractors.  

Britain joined Europe which had 

a very similar agenda with regard 

to agriculture, instigated through 

the Common Agricultural Policy. 

This was almost too successful, 

leading to butter and grain 

mountains and the infamous 

wine lake! Various reforms in the 

last 30 years have brought supply 

more in line with demand. 

In the 1950s the average household spent over 30% of income  on food and 

drink.  It wasn’t a very exciting diet either. Today that figure is less than 10%, 

including eating out at the amazing range of food outlets available. That           

reduction has been made possible by the more than doubling of agricultural 

output, whether crops or livestock.  Imagine being in that situation today? How 

would you afford the rent/mortgage, the car, the phone contract, the flat screen 

TV and the foreign holiday? 

I fear for the future of UK agriculture after Brexit. The country has a history of 

importing cheaper sub-standard food from around the world.  Britain has a 

highly regulated farming industry.  Use it or lose it! Please buy British products 

and welcome seasonality.  Some supermarkets support us better than others 

and not just the high end ones. Aldi, Morrisons and the Co-Op also deserve 

praise. 

And if you go for a walk please shut the gates! (I am too old to be chasing cattle 

home from Northampton!) 

If you gave got to the end of this thank you ! 

Steve Holt 
Holdenby Mill Farm 

 

Many Farms have Open Days in the summer.  To check on farms open  

in this  region  visit 

https://farmsunday.org/visit-a-farm. 

Longhorn bullocks on Holdenby Mill Farm 
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NATURAL SPRATTON 

Bees in the wall 
I am sure the walkers in the village will have noticed the early spring bees    
busily going in and out of holes in the cob wall at the bottom of Holdenby Road.  

The photograph shows the 
many holes which have been 
there for as long as residents 
can remember and in fact they 
may well have been there for a 
few hundred years.  The photo-
graph also gives a good idea of 
how cob walls are made with 
stone at the bottom, mud and 
straw cob above topped by   
water repelling tiles.  Although 
they often last for several    
hundred years they sometimes 
need careful repair by a crafts-
man, as did this wall which was 

repaired by a specialised builder at the request of the owner a few years ago.  
Apparently the “cement” used by the bees to seal up their holes, strengthens the 
walls rather than weakening them.  

Some sharp eyed residents might have spotted the bees and thought that they 
were Mason Bees (Osmia genus; family Megachilidae) but it seems that      
although there may have been some of these, the main ones using the holes as 
their nests were the Feather-footed Flower Bee (Anthophora Plum Ipes).   

If you saw Springwatch on BBC 2 on 29th June, you will have seen a part of the 
programme featuring these Flower Bees which was very informative.  The male 
and female are Dimorphic, meaning that they look completely different from 
each other.  The female is black and the male a gold colour and there are always 
quite a number of totally black bees going in and out of the holes.  The male bee 
has a long proboscis which it uses on its favourite flower, the Pulmonaria or 
Lungwort (in the Borage family) though not exclusively.  

The females make small tunnel nests in the soft Northampton stone which are 
reused annually.  According to Springwatch the bees do have a predator as 
neighbours and, unless an arachnologist has further information about the   
Holdenby Road bees, several Tube Web spiders (Segistria Florentina) look as 
if they occupy the wall.  

Swifts 
Another annual spring event is the arrival in the village of Swifts, Swallows and 
House Martins.  Unfortunately this year, at the time of writing, the usual Swift 
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nest in a resident’s eaves at the top of Holdenby Road, have not arrived.   It     
appears that there is a definite lack of numbers of all three but there is still 
hope that they might arrive late and breed.   The good news is that after five 
years of playing Swift calls near the box I built for Swifts on my house, a new 
pair have arrived and are sitting on three eggs!   They will be young birds who 
have been on the wing for two or three years since they fledged. 
 
Pocket Park (Remembrance Wildlife Garden, Brixworth Road) 
Dave Cooke continues to give his monthly report on the Pocket Park with photo-
graphs and information about the many wild flowers down there and if anyone 
wants to be on his email list, just let him know. 
 
Jubilee Wood (Teeton Road) 
The wood is doing remarkably well with the surrounding hedge maturing     
rapidly.  It does need some work in checking the guard and stakes and removing 
grass and a group will be meeting there at 10 am on SUNDAY 25th June if you 
can spare one or two hours.  Gloves are the main equipment needed. 
 

John Hunt 

    ALLOTMENT SOCIETY NEWS 

     (Spratton Town and Charity Land) 

 

Allotment rents 

The rents will be collected on Saturday 30th September 2017  11.00 - 12.00. 
Tenants can pay by BACS if they would prefer. Details from the Clerk. 

 

Allotment to rent 

If you or anyone you know would be interested in renting a plot please enquire 
from Pat Parish. 

 

Grant applications 

Applications should be received by the end of October so if you are interested in 
applying for a grant (Further education, individual project or organisation) 
please contact Pat Parish for an application form. 

 

Further information from the clerk, Pat Parish  

01604  847734  pat.parish@tesco.net 
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SPRATTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

www.sprattonprimary.org.uk 

 
 

A letter from the Executive Headteacher,  

Mrs Michelle Pye NPQH MA BSc PGCE 

Dear Readers 

May I firstly take this opportunity to introduce myself to you as Spratton Church 

of England Primary School’s Executive Headteacher.  As an Executive Head-

teacher I am responsible for more than one school and am also Headteacher at 

Welford, Sibbertoft & Sulby Endowed School where I have been the Head-

teacher for eleven years.  I have worked previously at Spratton CE Primary 

School for a short time in 2013 to cover the then Headteacher’s maternity leave 

and I am pleased to be back and working with the children, families and       

community on a more substantive footing.  

OFSTED Inspection 

Since taking up the post of Executive Headteacher on 1st March 2017 it has 

been a busy few weeks.  An Inspector “Called” on 14th March on behalf of Her 

Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education, Children’s Services and Skills (OFSTED) 

to carry out a short inspection of the school.  The inspection concluded that the 

school continues to be GOOD. This was a very positive outcome and the staff 

and governors are very pleased with the judgement. The Governing body were 

noted to “provide effective support and challenge, are aspirational for pupils 

and committed to the continued improvement of the school.”  It was recognised 

that the leadership team had maintained a good quality of education in the 

school since the last inspection.  

We are very proud of the children in our school and that they were observed to 

be “kind, considerate and respectful of diversity.” As one child was reported to 

have said, “We are all different fish swimming in the same direction.”                 

Attainment at the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2) and progress at Key Stage 2 (Year 

6) have “been consistently at least in line with national expectations.”  Strong 

and determined team work by all involved at the school has been very effective 
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in securing improvements over time.  The inspection report concluded with  

constructive and helpful advice on how we can bring about further                     

improvement.  

School Wrap 

The unexpected news that School Wrap were ceasing to provide before and    

after school care from Easter meant school needed to act quickly to ensure this 

service could still be provided at the start of the new term. Recognising the    

importance of providing before and after school care, governors decided to  

continue the provision to be led and managed by the school. Steps were put in 

place to ensure a seamless transition was made in the introduction of Spratton 

CE Primary School Wraparound Care.  

Spratton CE Primary School Wraparound Care aims to provide an on-site       

service to meet the needs of our school community and is available for all     

children registered at the school. Breakfast club sessions run from 7.30am to 

the start of the school day and after school sessions run to 6.00pm (Tues/Wed/

Thur) and 5.00pm (Mon/Fri). Staff have worked very hard in order to establish 

ourselves as providers of wraparound care and provide an attractive, exciting 

and stimulating environment for children to play. The provision centres around 

a fortnightly theme e.g. Disney, Star Wars, Horses and the children are involved 

in the planning process for activities.  

Positive attitude 

It has been a testing term for the children! End of KS1 and KS2 tests have been 

completed and we are very proud of how hard the children have worked. They 

have demonstrated a very positive attitude towards the tests, taken each day in 

their stride and given their best efforts on every occasion.  

The future 

This is an exciting time for Spratton CE Primary School as we continue to move 

forward and improve in collaboration with Welford School, bringing smaller 

schools together and providing bigger school opportunities for children, staff 

and governors. 

We are looking forward now to Term 6 with continued sunshine 

and greater opportunity for outdoor learning! 

Michelle Pye 

Executive Headteacher 

head@spratton-ce.northants-ecl.gov.uk 
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2nd     Group Service . at Festival 

1   at Cold Ashby 

17th  11 a.m. Holy Communion 

24th  8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

         5 p.m.  Table Tal 

October 

1st   11 a.m. Worship for All 

8th   Group Service at 20th   11 a.m. Holy Communion 

27th   8.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

          5 p.m.   Table Talk 

September 

3rd     11 a.m. Harvest Festival 

10th  10 a.m. Group Service at Cold Ashby 

17th  11 a.m. Holy Communion 

24th  8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

         5 p.m.  Table Talk 

October 

1st   11 a.m. Worship for All 

8th   Group Service 15th  11 a.m.  Holy Communion 

22nd  8.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

         5 p.m.  Table Talk 

 

 

 

 

 

News from  

St Andrew’s 

Church  
In the next few months many people will 

be going on holiday, perhaps locally,  
perhaps to some exotic location.   
The word holiday comes from the Old 

English word hāligdæg (hālig "holy" + 
dæg "day").  As we enjoy times of rest and  
refreshment, a change from the normal  

routines of life, let’s seek to make them  
also holy days, taking time to thank God  
for our wonderful world and for His love  
demonstrated in so many ways, especially 
for the forgiveness and peace to be found  
in Jesus Christ. 

 
 

July 

2th       Group Service at Hollowell Steam  

    Rally        

9th    11 a.m. Worship for All with  

          baptism of Albert Aley 

16th   11 a.m. Holy Communion 

23rd   8.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

          5 p.m.  Table Talk 

30th   10 a.m. Group Service at 

           Ravensthorpe 

August 

6th     11 a.m. Worship for All 

13th   10 a.m. Group Service at  

          Cottesbrooke 

20th   11 a.m. Holy Communion 

27th   8.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

          5 p.m.   Table Talk 

September 

3rd     11 a.m. Harvest Festival 

10th  10 a.m. Group Service at Cold  

         Ashby 

17th  11 a.m. Holy Communion 

24th  8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

         5 p.m.  Table Talk 

October 

1st    11 a.m. Worship for All 

8th    Group Service at Thornby 

15th  11 a.m.  Holy Communion 

22nd  8.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

          5 p.m.  Table Talk 

29th    10 a.m Group Service at 

            Spratton 

 

SERVICES 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day
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News of the Uplands Group of Churches 

We recently said ‘Goodbye’ to the Uplands Administrator (and Lay Reader)    

Valerie Kerr.  We wish her well as she has moved to be nearer to her family.  And 

we welcomed Trevor Cooke as our new Administrator.  He’s now the one who 

works hard at producing our weekly pew leaflets, circulating the service      

planner and a million other things which oil the wheels of the parishes. 

At the end of October, Linnet Smith will be retiring (for the second time!  She 

had already retired from looking after three parishes in Norfolk when she was 

asked by the Archdeacon to come and help out in the Uplands).  The plan is to 

replace Linnet (who  works half-time in the parishes)  with a full-time priest. 

When he or she starts work, the Rector, Revd Chris Peck will become half-time.  

That’ll mean that the Uplands will continue to have one and a half priests (as 

well as many wonderful lay people) serving the eight churches and ten villages 

which make up the Uplands Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact 

Linnet Smith on 948662 

rev.linnet@talktalk.net 
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Girlguiding Spratton consists of 3 units: 

Brownies – age 7 – 10 
Brownies meet on Wednesday 5.45pm – 7.00pm in the Village Hall 

 
Guides – age 10 -14 and Senior Section age 14 – 26 

We all meet at the Village Hall, Monday evenings for Guides & Senior Section 
7.00pm – 8.30pm 

 
We all work on various challenges, have lots of fun, cook – inside and out, eat all 
sorts as well as doing crafts, taking part in community events etc.  This week we 
are having a trip on the Northamptonshire narrowboat. We have just had a 
weekend camp with other guide units within our district.  

As you see we keep busy, we are always looking for more things to do, places to 
go and more help is always accepted. If anyone is interested in helping either on 
a weekly basis with any of the units, or have an interesting hobby or job that 
you could talk about, we would love to hear from you, we always welcome other 
girls to come along and join us. To do this please contact either 

Brownies – Viv Walton – 07581 520232 

Guides & Senior Section – Linda Fletcher – 01604 821617 

SPRATTON PARISH COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETINGS  

2017-18 
Everyone is very welcome to attend meetings of the Parish Council and speak in 
the public forum at the beginning of the meetings.  They are held in the Village 
Hall at 7.30 pm on the dates below.  Minutes are included on the website 
www.spratton.org.uk after the meetings. 

 

 

clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk 

07715 651904 

Tuesday 20 June 2017 Tuesday 19 December 2017 

Tuesday 18 July 2017 Tuesday 16  January 2018 

No meeting in August 2017 Tuesday 20 February 2018 

Tuesday 19 September 2017 Tuesday 20 March 2018 

Tuesday 17  October 2017 Tuesday 17 April 2018 

Tuesday 21 November 2017 Tuesday 15 May 2018 Annual Meeting 

http://www.spratton.org.uk
mailto:clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk
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SPRATTON LOCAL  

   HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Future programme 

All meetings in the Village Hall at 8 pm. £2 members.  
£3 non-members 

Wed 18 Oct  Northampton Gaol – a talk by Alan Clark 

Wed 15 Nov  Post-War Baby Boomers: Growing Up in Brixworth -  

    a talk by Mike Hermann and David Blake 

Wed 6 Dec  An Evening with Charles Dickens by Steve Dimmer 

In March we had a most enjoyable talk by Ruth Thomas on factory life in the 
boot and shoe industry and we hope to invite her back to talk to us again. 
Some of us have also accompanied Roger Frisby on his very informative 
guided tour of the boot and shoe area in Northampton. Speak to Roger if you 
are interested in joining one of his groups. 

Enid Jarvis 

 

Our first coach outing, to Beth Chatto garden in Essex, was a huge success and 
much enjoyed by all. The second outing, to Hemingford Abbots flower festival, is 
on Sunday 25 June departing at 10.15, later than shown on the programme as 
the gardens do not open until noon. Anyone who still wants to come on this, but 
has not registered, should first telephone the secretary on the number below. 

The annual summer event on a warm Thursday 1 June in Hollowell was well   
attended and all enjoyed the Jan and Crawford Craig’s garden and a relaxed  
evening. 

One more self-drive outing beckons, on Thursday 13 July when we meet at 7 
p.m. at Blatherwycke Estate Garden, PE8 6YW. I shall be collecting numbers on 
the Hemingford trip or by telephone, or members can call me to let me know if 
they are intending to come. 

Michael Heaton 
Secretary, 01604 846032 
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Spratton’s ‘Hidden Gem’   

Community Coffee Shop 

     Café Doris 

 

2016 Annual Report to Spratton Parish                 May 2017 

2016 was our third full year in operation and our progress continues. We 

are pleased to report a healthy reserve of funding, we are sustainable 

going forward, and our management and constitution remain entirely    

independent of St Andrew’s church. 

 Our ‘like-for-like’ turnover increased from £4k in 2015 to £4.5k in 
2016  and £1500 was paid in contribution to our ‘landlord overheads’.  
Actual total turnover was in excess of £6k and we helped raise          
significant money for Parkinsons UK (£920).   (The local Charity we are 
supporting in 2017 is Inspirational Gems). 

 We are not static, and our ‘like-for-like’ turnover looks like           
increasing still in 2017. Our recently introduced toasted tea-cakes seem 
to be very popular.  

We wish to express our gratitude to all those who help with their 
time and generosity in service provision and in providing home-made 
cakes and fancies. We could not function nearly as well without you – so 
THANK YOU very much. Thanks to our customers for their support. And 
thanks to STLC for their grant for cleaning equipment. 

 We are unique in our fantastic and historic surroundings  

 We strive to be a valuable community asset. 

 We aim to provide the best quality, best value in our area ! 

 Join us, bring a friend, share your ideas ! 

 

A Charitable Society operating two mornings per week in St Andrew’s Church, 

Spratton, NN6 8HH 

For details, please contact David Bennett, 4 High Street, Spratton NN6 8HZ 
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W I REPORT 
“My Dog’s Nose Knows” was the title of the talk 

at our February meeting. Dogs are being used 

more and more in the fields of helping handi-

capped people, those with learning difficulties 

and detecting drugs at airports. However in this 

case they are being used to detect diseases by  

using their amazing sense of smell. It was a most 

interesting talk and the visiting dog behaved 

very well. 

In March Elizabeth Robinson amused us with 

funny anecdotes and jokes. There were Phoenix 

cards for sale. 

The April meeting was a highlight when we held 

a “Fish and Chip Supper”. (See photograph) It 

was a well-attended social evening. Thanks to Pauline Shaw who organised it. I 

think you might have started something there Pauline! 

In May, Mary Sheldon once more came from the County Federation to talk to us 

about the two resolutions chosen for debate at the National AGM which is being 

held in Liverpool in June. In true W I democratic tradition we got to vote for or 

against. Our votes will be taken on our behalf by the attending delegate.                          

 

Future W. I. Events  

Tuesday 13 June 2017 ~ “The Franklin Expedition” (An Arctic Mystery) ~         

A talk by Kate Wills  N.B. Friends and partners are welcome to attend (£3) 

Tuesday 11 July 2017 ~ Annual Members Outing to Wrest Park ~ a behind the 

scenes tour.  

Meetings are held every second Tuesday in the Village Hall at 7.00 pm. Please 

note new time. New members are very welcome to come along and join us as we 

get to know other ladies in the village and have an enjoyable night out. If you 

have any queries please phone below. 

Carol Constable 
01604 845252 
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100 years ago in Spratton 

1917 

In 1917 Spratton had a 4-page monthly parish newsletter produced by the 
Vicar, the Reverend George Raw.  He wrote with sympathy about an outbreak of 
diphtheria in the village in which two children had died. He also wrote         
gratefully for the fund-raising that had taken place for Northampton Hospital.  
No National Health Service in 1917! 

The War dominated the news and the activities in the village, as would be        
expected. The newsletter itself was under threat because of the rising cost of 
production and the shortage of paper.  All those who could afford it, especially 
the wealthy, were asked to make donations to keep the newsletter going. 

Food shortages 

There were food shortages because of the war and villagers were warned that 
they were ‘in for a very hard time in the immediate future’. Practical help was 
given in the form of a recipe for barley scones: 

To Save Wheat – Barley Scones 

½ lb barley flour 

3 ozs white flour 

1 oz butter or lard 

1½ teaspoonsful baking powder 

½ pt milk, and a pinch of salt 

 
Mix flour together on a board, then rub butter well into it after adding salt and baking pow-
der.  Mix altogether with milk into a soft dough. Pat it into a round cake about ½ inch thick, 
mark across and bake in an oven or on a girdle (sic). 
 

Deaths of soldiers 

Six families in Spratton had the sad news of the death 

of one of their menfolk in 1917. 

“Official news reached the village last month (May 

1917) that Private George Manning of the Royal 

West Kents had died of wounds in France.  With his 

widow and young children we deeply sympathise and 

we shall always hold his name in grateful                      

remembrance.”   June 1917 (George died aged 37 at 

Vimy Ridge. He lived in Yew Tree Lane) 

George Manning and Kate Manning  
with daughters Christine and Norah 
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“On 5 more occasions the church bell has rung out for 
Spratton men who have fallen in the war” – 

Benjamin Gammage Green, 7th Btn, Queens Royal West 
Surrey Regt (reported ‘missing’ in France last November) 
aged 30.  From Holdenby Road. 

Harry Owman Copson, Royal Engineers, aged 19.  From 
Manor Road. 

Thomas Albert Cook, 2nd Bedfords aged 21.  From     
Bakers Lane.  Died at Arras, France. 

Cecil Stevens, 1st Northants, aged 25. Died in Prisoner of 
War camp in Ostende, Belgium 

George Albert Martin Royal Field Artillery (died of fever  
in India) aged 31.  From Brixworth Road. 

Fund-raising 

Despite their sorrow (15 young men from Spratton had already been killed)   

villagers raised money for the Waifs and Strays Society in London, the Red Cross 

Fund, the war work of the Church Army and the Northamptonshire Regiment 

Prisoner of War Fund. In addition, a flower and egg service was held in aid of 

the poor at the Brixworth Workhouse. (It is difficult to think of local people still 

being sent to the  Workhouse in the 20th century). 

 

Vicar’s top tips 

The vicar’s top tips to villagers on how to get through the difficult times of 1917 

were 

1) try to be as cheerful as possible 

2) get hold of some really useful war work and do it 

3) Practise economy as you have never done before 

4) Don’t buy any unnecessary article – ships are wanted to take soldiers abroad 

and bring food in to feed us at home 

How would these tips go down with people today, I wonder!!  

Enid Jarvis 

 

George Martin who died 
in India in 1917 serving 

with the RFA 
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BRIXWORTH MUSIC FESTIVAL 

The next Brixworth Music Festival will be taking place in April 
2018. 

We have decided to change the date of this very successful annual Festival from 
September to April for several reasons. While we were able to stage three very 
successful festivals in the past three years it was nevertheless noticeable that at 
the beginning of a new school year it was difficult to get schools, choirs and 
other ensembles involved when they were just starting to work with a new     
intake of singers and musicians.  This new date—after Easter each year—has 
been hailed as a welcome change. 

The Brixworth Music Festival is gradually gaining a reputation—not only in 
Northamptonshire, but also nationwide and in Europe.  Since its inauguration in 
2014 we have provided audiences with an interesting mix of classical and     
contemporary music, interspersed with jazz and light music.  Artists have        
included some of the best orchestras, choirs and bands in the area, as well as    
international ensembles and soloists.  In 2015 we had the pleasure and       
privilege of hosting the Master of the Queen’s Music, Judith Weir.  Thanks to the 
support of local sponsors, the Northampton Community and National Lottery 
Funds, we have been able to keep the Festival running, and are now planning 
the Fourth Brixworth Music Festival in April 2018. 

Our aim is to reach out to the community and involve them in all forms of      
music—and also to include local composers and musicians. 

The next Brixworth Music Festival will, once more, offer a programme for all 
tastes—ranging from choral music of the Renaissance to Gospel choirs, classical 
music for orchestra and string quartet to contemporary works by local         
composers, and will feature workshops for schools in the area. 

Please get in touch if you would like to get involved 
www.brixworthmusicfestival.co.uk 

 

 

The deadline for the Winter edition of the Parish Newsletter 

is 

Saturday 28th October 2017 

Please send your articles to the Editor as Word Documents 

with images as separate jpgs 

jarvis.enid@btinternet.com 
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Stop Press! 

Come and Sing Workshop with Ian Clarke – Haydn ‘The Creation’ –  18th June 

in the Village Hall, Old, starting 9.45am. 

Are you a budding or experienced singer and at a loose end this weekend?  Why 

not attend the sixth in the series of successful one-day workshops organised by 

the Village Voices choir this Sunday?  This is a great way for anyone to sing a 

major work from scratch under Ian Clarke’s expert guidance and, if you like the 

experience, you might subsequently join us for other events. 

For just £25 you will enjoy an absorbing day, with concentrated rehearsals 

morning and  afternoon (music provided), 

BYO lunch, free tea and homemade cakes     

before the performance; this is at 5.45 pm and 

free to the public if you would like simply to 

come and listen.  There’s an optional,           

convivial supper afterwards, just £10 for two 

courses, which everyone enjoys  attending. 

There is even a plant stall at the event and it’s 

a very friendly affair all round. 

Full details are here http://www.village-

voices.org.uk/workshop.html 

Last minute enquiries by telephone to     

01604 250815, 

or just turn up and you will be warmly looked 

after. 

SLHS Publication        LIFE IN SPRATTON—1911 

Written and compiled by Enid Jarvis and Michael Heaton 
82 page book with many black and white photos and 
maps. 
Based on 1911 Census.  Every house in village included. 
 

Price £10 

Order online at www.sprattonhistory.org 

Or Email slhs@spratton.com 
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MOTOR BIKE MEET  
AT SPRATTON VILLAGE HALL  

 
SUNDAY 2ND JULY between 10.30am - 2.30pm 

 

Quite a few bikers have been spotted living in Spratton so in the interests of    

using the Village Hall more, we thought an informal local, social gathering might         

interest you?   

The idea would be to bring our bikes and park on the road by the Village Hall 

with overflow space in the Primary School playground. We can provide some                     

refreshments (donations invited for the Hall) and then perhaps, a local run out.  

We have mailed some of the houses where 

bikes have been spotted over the years but the 

offer is open to any other bike enthusiasts. 

Hope you will come along.   

Adrian Baker 01604 842640  

PS. Sadly the Vincent isn’t mine. 

 

 

ST ANDREW’S HERITAGE SOCIETY SPRATTON 

The AGM of the Heritage Society was held in May when subscriptions for the 

coming year were due from members. The aim of the Society is to maintain the 

fabric of the medieval Grade I Listed church building.  In the last 5 years we 

have been able to donate £11,000 to the PCC for the maintenance of the church 

fabric and since we were formed as the Friends of St Andrew’s in 1995 we have 

raised just over £85,000.  

We hope to pay for a new oak-framed glass outer door to the North Porch and 

also to provide an outside path round to the South Door and a patio.  Our fund-

raising for this project included the week long Spratton Festival last September 

and the one-day mini-music festival this June.  Our thanks go to David Bennett 

for master-minding our projects and for all his hard work in planning and       

organising. 

Enid Jarvis 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

Daventry District Council                01327 871100  www.daventrydc.gov.uk 

Spratton Parish Council      Clerk Emma Gibson   07715 651904  clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk 

District Councillors        Barry Frenchman   07785 332273     bfrenchman@daventry.gov.uk 

                     John Shephard   07802 246660  Jshephard@daventry.gov.uk 

County Councillor         Judy Shephard   01604 843275  jshephard@northamptonshire.gov.uk  

SCHOOLS 

Spratton CE Primary          Michelle Pye             01604 546530  bursar@spratton-ce.northants.sch.uk

 School          Executive Headteacher 

FOSS (Friends of Spratton    Vicky Skinner   07779 096797  sprattonPTA@gmail.com 
              School) 
Spratton Hall School         Simon Clarke, Head   01604 847292  office@sprattonhall.com 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 

Priest                      Rev’d Linnet Smith     01604 948662 

Church Warden                    Bill Blowfield      01604 847457  bill.blowfield@btinternet.com 

St Andrew’s Heritage Soc     Alison Bennett      01604 821785 alisongbennett@btinternet.com 

Uplands Group                   Office                  01604 743444  uplandsgroup@btinternet.com  

VILLAGE FACILITIES 

Village Hall Bookings         Jane Baker                01604 842640 

Recreation Field Charity       Paul Vellam                01604 843183 

Town & Land Charity         Pat Parish                    01604 847734   pat.parish@tesco.net 

Editor Parish Newsletter      Enid Jarvis               01604 821260  jarvis.enid@btinternet.com 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

Football Club          Gill Donnelly               01604 821949 

Garden Club          Michael Heaton         01604 846032 

Local History Society         Enid Jarvis               01604 821260 slhs@spratton.com 

Lunch Club                     Jay Tindale               01604 946251 jmtindale@outlook.com  

Women’s Institute         Carol Constable     01604 845252 carol.constable@gmail.com 

Youth Club                    Gary Ashton               01604 844984 

Natural Spratton                    John Hunt     01604 846705 jfhunt@talktalk.net 

Photography Group         Alan Roffey               07721 472236 alan.roffey@btinternet.com  

Sports & Social Club         Jeff Buckby               01604 846585 

Toddler Group          Christine Hunt    01604 846530 via Primary School 

Scout Group Leader         Graham Smith    01604 847176 grahammith8hh@btinternet.com 

Cub Leader                   Jenny Woodford   01604 842460 

Beaver Leader          Carol Constable   01604 845252 carol.constable@gmail.com  

Girlguiding, Spratton         Linda Fletcher   01604 821617 

Brownies                     Viv Walton              07581 520232 

mailto:jshephard@northamptonshire.gov.uk


 

VILLAGE HALL 

School Road 

Spratton 

 

 

The Village Hall 

Is available for hire 

for meetings, parties, classes etc. 

 

 

To book 

Please contact 

Jane Baker: 01604 842640 

S.D.BARKER 

Building 

& Property 

Maintenance 

 

01604 845890 

Mobile 07514011265 

stephen_barker@sky.com 

 

 

Stone repair and replacement 

Repointing in stone and brickwork in  

traditional mortars 

Free estimates and quotations 
My work may be viewed locally 

 

 
Dawn Mallard Hairdressing 
17 Brixworth Road Spratton NN6 8HH 

01604 847260 

Stylists for Ladies, Gents, Students & Juniors 

Visit us for friendly and professional hair care. 

 

Our stylists have extensive experience  

in precision cutting, razor cutting,  

colour slices, weaves, colouring, 

big hair blow dries, roller setting, 

creative or traditional perming 

 

Great hair-up do’s for weddings, proms and      

special occasions 

We are working with Olaplex, a revolutionary   

upgrade service for hair colouring 

 

Competitive prices, with concessions 

 for seniors, students and juniors 
 

Free Consultations and Loyalty Cards 

Complimentary Tea and Coffee 
 

8.30 – 6.00pm (1.00pm Saturdays) 

National Hairdressing Federation Registered  

 
Celebrating 90 years 

In Spratton! 

 

 

 

 

   Support your local butcher! 

 

 

 

Homemade and award winning                    

products made to traditional family            

recipes. Try our hand crafted                               

sausages and pies, local or British             

quality meats, and homemade                    

ready meals.  

Order online at 
www.saulsofspratton.co.uk 
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