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Parish Council News………. 

 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Councillor John Hunt 

Another year rolls round so quickly that I feel we are sometimes in danger of 
repetition.  However if it is repetition of local administration such as            
maintenance of street lights, mowing, security, planning matters, litter picking, 
churchyard and burials, care of our environment and general village care, then       
repetition is perhaps not such a bad thing ! 

We do have and have had over the last year, plenty of new situations to deal 
with but hopefully have managed each one as it came along.   The Precept has 
been kept low for several years although this year we have put it up by just 4% 
to keep pace with additional expenditures and inflation and in general the      
village is in good order. 

As ever, we would like attract more participation on the Council so don’t feel shy 
about coming forward.    We have had even more families move in to the village 
since the last Newsletter and a welcome and invitation to join is extended to all 
newcomers as well as the residents who may have lived here all their lives. 

Police Community Support Officer (PCSOs) 

The process of agreeing among the five parishes in the Spratton Ward to share 
the cost of a Police Community Support Officer continues.  All of the villages are 
in agreement except for Boughton who are making a final decision at their next 
Parish Council meeting. 

Elections 

The May elections have come and gone without the necessity for the village to 
have an election.  Whilst we still have vacancies on the Council, there is the     
silver lining that the village did not have to pay the cost of an election which 
would be quite a large sum if there had been more than 10 candidates. 

The buses 

The No 60 bus route run by CentreBus will definitely cease on 21 July 2018 and 
we don’t yet know if it is possible for an alternative service to be provided.  I 
have been liaising with John Ellerby and James Loader, Principal Lead: Bus & 
Rail Development at Northamptonshire Highways who have now received       
responses to the tenders they sent out to bus companies.   These are currently 



2  

being considered by the nine parishes on the No 60 bus route and once they 
have responded, the feasibility of any alternative will be decided upon.  In the 
meantime, a meeting has been called in the Village Hall for the nine parish 
councils to meet with NCC to discuss the various options. 

That Bridge ! 

Sorry but the news is the same as far as removing the lights etc !   Here is a      
letter dated 19 April 2018 which Chris-Heaton Harris MP has received from 
Northampton Highways which gives the current situation:  

The bridge’s east parapet was struck by an errant vehicle on 22 March 2018. 
Whilst on site on 23 March 2018 to remove and make safe the damage caused by 
this incident, we inspected the bridge and it was noted that the vehicle safety   
barrier which protects the west parapet had been struck.  It would appear that a 
vehicle travelling north struck the vehicle safety barrier, rebounded and damaged 
a section of the east parapet, north of the damage sustained on 22 March 2018. 

We are looking at options to replace the east parapet, including not using North-
amptonshire Sandstone and we are also looking at options to protect the bridge 
in the future.  In the meantime, the temporary lights will remain in place to      
protect both the public and the bridge. 

Thank you again for contacting us.  If there is anything else we can help you with, 
please email our Street Doctor Service. 

Mowing 

The previous mower’s contract came to an end and in view of the ever              
increasing demands on the Council’s budget, the Council thought it would       
reduce costs and try to find a few areas where wildlife could be encouraged 
without causing any obvious “untidiness”.  For example, daffodils were left to 
return their energy to the bulbs for a few weeks.  Where there were obvious 
displays of wild flowers, some were left until they were over and the Welford 
Road was mowed for 2 meters from the road rather than right up to the hedge, 
again to encourage biodiversity.  

A local contractor, Stuart Smith, was employed to do the work on a rolling basis 
meaning that he could be called upon at any time (such as when the Bishop 
came to our new assistant vicar’s licensing when he mowed the churchyard the 
day before the service).  This method inevitably meant that there were some 
parts of the village in need of mowing while another part was being mowed, 
which at times was particularly difficult due to the prolonged periods of wet 
weather.   

Following representations from some villagers, it has been agreed by all parties 
that the Council will look for other options with contractors to fit the needs of 
the village a little more closely.   In the meantime the current contractor has 
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kindly agreed to continue the work until a regime is established and our thanks 
go to Stuart for his work to date. 

It is general knowledge that all wildlife from flowers, birds and insects to small 
mammals are all being increasingly reduced because of loss of habitat and many 
councils are facing the challenge of trying to improve the various habitats.  The 
Parish Council fully appreciates that the village needs to have an overall neat 
and tidy appearance but believes that it is worth experimenting with possible 
environmental improvements.  We are looking at a new regime which hopefully 
will not be too noticeable in the future but if you wish to comment on any        
aspect of maintenance do please contact the clerk so that your view can be    
considered. 

The new DDC waste and recycling system 

You will have received the Daventry District Council magazine, Daventry Calling, 
through your letter box which contains full details of the new 1-2-3 + waste and 
recycling system which comes into effect on 4 June.   The changes mean that you 
will only need to use one bin for recycling instead of the two boxes, which 
should simplify things a little.  However I find that one of the main omissions of 
recycling is the vast amount of cellophane packaging and cling film which can-
not be recycled and ends up in landfill via the general waste bin, which is to be 
collected every 3 weeks. 

So if you do want to continue using your brown bin, don’t forget to obtain a £35 
annual sticker for it from DDC (0345 218 5215) 

DDC did have a subsidised scheme for Compost Bins (£4. each) but                    
unfortunately that has just run out and it now costs £17.98 +p&p. 

Litter Picking 

A big thanks to all who came to the village litter pick in March.  It was a great 
success and enjoyed by all. 
 

DON’T FORGET – WE ARE NOW PICKING UP OUR OWN LITTER WITHOUT 
THE HELP OF NCC SO PLEASE HELP BY NOT DROPPING BUT PICKING UP 

WHEREVER YOU SEE IT.  
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SPRATTON VILLAGE HALL 

New activities going strong 

 Fridays:  Pilates Class  is now established with Lorraine Blackwell (07976 
529414)   

 Tuesday mornings:  Hot Yoga session also continues with Harry Hewetson 
(07973 392421). 

 

The annual Spratton bikers meet took place again 

on May 20 in sunshine. Tea and cake was sold in 

aid of the Village Hall’s upkeep and a fine selection 

of bikes was there to admire. 

More photos on page 23. 

Regular Activities - 2018 

Women’s Institute  On the second Tuesday evening in the month from  
     7.30pm 

Spratton Parish Council On the third Tuesday of each month from 7.30pm 

Guides    Every Monday 7.00 – 8.30pm during term times 

Cubs    Every Thursday 6.45-8.15pm during term times 

Brownies   Every Monday 5.30-7pm during term times 

Local History Society  On the third Wednesday of every other month from  
     8.00pm 

Upkeep of the hall is ongoing. The winter took its toll on our pipe work again. 
Even with the mains turned off our joints split; all quickly fixed thanks to Phil 
Angell.  Not weather related, but we also managed to melt one of the dimmer 
switches so they have been replaced and new energy efficient LED bulbs fitted. 

Contacts 

Village Hall Bookings  Jane Baker  842640 (all 01604) 

Women’s Institute   Alison Bennett 821785   

Spratton Parish Council  Emma Gibson  07715 651904  

Brownies & Guides  Linda Fletcher  821617    

Cubs     Jenny Woodford 842460 

Spratton History Society Enid Jarvis   821260 

Other days and weekends are available for private bookings, activities and 
events and we always welcome fresh ideas. 

 
Adrian Baker 
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   LET’S 

      HAVE 

          LUNCH  

                   

 

THIRD TUESDAY  OF EVERY MONTH 

BRING FRIENDS  - MAKE FRIENDS!            

 CAFÉ  DORIS, ST ANDREW’S CHURCH         

12.45PM FOR 1.00PM 

 

The forthcoming dates are as follows with a closing date  

on the previous Thursday 

           14th JUNE  -  19th JUNE 

           12th JULY   - 17th JULY 

           16th AUGUST  - 21st  AUGUST 

           13th SEPTEMBER - 18th SEPTEMBER 

           11th OCTOBER - 16th  OCTOBER 

TO BOOK RING:  Either JAY TINDALE 01604 946251  

or CAROL CONSTABLE 01604 845252   

 

WANTED OR FOR SALE 

Place your short advertisements in the newsletter 

£3 per item 

Contact the Editor 
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Gardens Open for Charity,  

Spratton Craft Fair  
Sunday 10 June 11am – 5pm 

 

The National Open Garden Scheme raises money for nursing charities          
including Macmillan Cancer Support, Parkinson’s UK, Marie Curie Cancer Care 
to name but a few. 

Spratton Village Crafts are passionate about creating and promoting,            
gorgeous, quality, locally made crafts, and this year have organized an event to 
run in conjunction with the National Open Garden Scheme – Gardens Open for 
Charity. There will be a selection of craft stalls inside St. Andrew’s Church with 
FREE admission from 11.00am. Teas, cakes, luncheon rolls and hot samosas will 
be available for refreshment. 
 
Please also visit the 11 beautiful gardens that are opening this year in the       
village for the National Open Garden Scheme, tickets (£6.00 with children free) 
and a guide map are available from the Car Park in Spratton Hall School located 
on Smith Street where there is ample parking for the event. There is also a Bug 
Trail for children – find a bug in every garden (50p) and Plants for Sale in Dale 
House. Dogs on leads are welcome too! 
 
Some of the Gardens Open for Charity in the village will have further craft stalls 
located within them, including (but not limited to) a working blacksmith,   
painting and leatherwork on the High Street; handmade designer cushions and 
unique wooden bird houses on Bakers Lane; baskets and preserves on School 
Road. 

A special treat in Vale View’s garden (9a Yew Tree Lane) is a camera in the  
nesting boxes of the returning swifts so their activity can be viewed on screen! 
Smart Plants will be selling plants in Dale House, Yew Tree Lane. 

Please come along and enjoy the lovely variety of gardens in Spratton and help 
support the NGS national fundraising which last year gave over £2.7 million to its 

beneficiary charities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7  

Open Farm Sunday at Home Farm, Smith Street   

Farm Walk starting at 2 pm on Sunday 10 June 

The Matts Family will be hosting a guided Farm Walk as part of Open Farm 
Sunday from Home Farm at the bottom of Smith Street.  You are invited to meet 
at Home Farm at 2pm for a walk around their farmland between Creaton and 
Spratton.  The walk will give people an opportunity to see the farm, look at the 
wildlife, machinery, crops & livestock and discuss the conservation work ) they 
carry out.  The walk will leave at 2pm and last about 1.5 hours.  All enquiries 
please email george@loc-box.co.uk or call 07894 336626 (sorry no dogs). 
 

There is so much to look at as well as a great opportunity to meet the talented   
artisans living and working locally.  Please do come and join us and support your 

local community. 

Lucille Knapp 

 

Spratton Garden Club members and their friends are   
enjoying a busy summer of gardens. Our first self-drive 
outing was to The Old Rectory, Quinton and everyone  
enjoyed looking round the fantastic garden.  Our first 
coach trip was then to Winkworth Arboretum and    
Ramster Garden, quite a long way but well worth it.  And 
our annual summer event, on 7 June, was held in Pam 
and Tony Woods’ lovely garden. 
 
Still to come, on 17 June there is another coach trip, this time to Bressingham 
Gardens, and our second self-drive outing is to Green Wicket Farm at Bitteswell 
on 5 July.  If anyone else would like to attend either of these events, please let 
Elaine Pryor know on 01604 845071. 
 
Finally, the first of our season of evening talks will be on Thursday 27 Septem-
ber at 8.00pm in the Sports and Social Club, Smith Street. It is entitled “Death in 
the Garden”. 

          Jan Craig 
Photo: Julie Robinson            Secretary 
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Spratton Town and Charity Land 
(Charity Number 204331) 

Vacant Plots and Rent Collections 

The cost of a full plot is £20 p.a. or £30 if the tenant has livestock. At the         
moment we have three plots available and if anybody is interested and would 
like to start off with half a plot the cost would be £10 p.a. 

Rents are due on Michaelmas day which, this year, is Friday 29 September in the 
Church at 11am. On that day the Charity Trustees will be there for an open     
surgery to answer any questions, complaints or suggestions from tenants or en-
quiries from prospective tenants.  

 
Calling all students and village organisations 

If you or someone you know is going on to further education or an apprentice-
ship in September the Charity will help you with a grant towards your course 
expenses for the duration of the course. Please apply to the clerk for an            
application form which should be returned by the end of October.  Do not miss 
out on this financial help.  

All village organisations are entitled to a grant towards any projects they are 
undertaking. Please apply to the clerk for an application form, to be completed 
by the end of October. 

For further information on spare plots or grants please contact the clerk – Pat 
Parish, 1 Gorse Road, 01604 847734,  parishpat79@gmail.com 

S.D.BARKER 

Building 

& Property 

Maintenance 

01604 845890 

Mobile 07514011265 

stephen_barker@sky.com 

  

Stone repair and replacement 

Repointing in stone and brickwork in   

traditional mortars 

Free estimates and quotations 

My work may be viewed locally 

 

HEALTH WALKS 

The next Health Walk with 

Spratton Leader, Mick Wright, 

is on 

Monday 11 June  

at 11.00 am 

Meet at the Waterloo Farm Tea 

Rooms, Great Oxendon,  

LE16 8NB 

Moderate pace. 1 hour 
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St. Andrew’s Spratton  
invites you to 

Sing for a Day 

10.00am - 3pm Saturday 30 June 2018 
Followed by Let’s Sing Together 3.30pm. 

 

Enjoy singing ,come and sing in many styles – 
no musical experience or expertise necessary – 

come and enjoy singing old and new songs together 
led by the former Royal School of Church Music Regional Adviser, 

 

Frances Novillo 
Please book your place in advance by contacting Andrew Elliott, 01604 

843855, andrewgelliott@talktalk.net 
Cost £5 per person, (tea and coffee  from 10am – Lunch provided) 

Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 
SING FOR A DAY SPRATTON 30 JUNE 2018 

 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Male/Female.                        Age if under 16 ………….. under 16 must be accompanied by an adult 
 

Telephone number:…………………………………………………………… Parish …………………………………………. 
 

Email ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I enclose cheque/ cash for £5.      Cheques payable to Spratton PCC 
 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Medical notes………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Signature………………………………………………………….  Date “……………………………………………………… 
 

mailto:andrewgelliott@talktalk.net
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ST ANDREW’S HERITAGE SOCIETY SPRATTON 
(formerly The Friends of St Andrew’s Church) 

 

Report for 2018 

The aim of St Andrew’s Heritage Society is to maintain, repair 
and restore the fabric of the Grade 1 listed church for the benefit 
of the public.  There are some 30 active members at present. 

 
North Door Project 
Our main activity this year has been concentrated on the North Door Project.  
We were asked by the DAC to make small amendments to our plans and submit 
revised drawings. This has been done. When these have been approved we will 
then submit a Planning Application to Daventry District Council. 
 
The new Data Protection Act has meant we are having to ask members to      
confirm they are happy for us to keep their contact details.  The Secretary has 
distributed forms for this purpose. (Alison Bennett  01604 821785) 
 
Fund-raising has been going well with donations from individuals and village 
societies and income from the Mini-Music Festival last June and the Craft       
Evening in December.  We are most grateful to all those who have supported us. 
We are organising a fund-raising event on 22 September 2018 when the 
Northampton Male Voice Choir will be singing in St Andrew’s Church,             
supported by the Creaton Singers. 
 

Enid Jarvis 

Chair, St Andrew’s Heritage Society Spratton 

 
 

 

 

 

 

North door to St Andrew’s Church Proposed new North door 
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  Spratton’s “Hidden Gem”                

  Community Coffee Shop     

   Café Doris                                                                                                                                  

Annual Report May 2018 

 2017 was our fourth full year in operation and our progress         

continues. We are pleased to report a healthy reserve of funding, we are 

sustainable going forward, and our management and constitution remain 

entirely independent of St Andrew’s church. 

 Our ‘like-for-like’ turnover increased from £4.5k in 2016 to £5k in 

2017 and £2000 was paid in contribution to our ‘landlord overheads’. The 

local Charity we supported in 2017 was Inspirational Gems and this year 

we are supporting Air Ambulances. 

 We are not static, we seek to improve and expand, but we do need 

support, encouragement and new ideas – otherwise if we do not grow we 

shall stagnate and wither – so we want your ideas. Therefore please, 

please, talk to us and let us have your suggestions. 

We wish to express our gratitude to all those who help with their 

time and generosity in service provision and in providing home-made 

cakes and fancies. We could not function nearly as well without you – so 

THANK YOU very much. Thanks to our customers for their support. And 

thanks to STLC for their 2017 grant for table decorations. 

 We are unique in our fantastic and historic surroundings  

 We strive to be a valuable community asset 

 We aim to provide the best quality, best value in our area  

 Join us, bring a friend, share your ideas  

 CHECK OUT OUR 2018 BOOK SWAP SHOP !! 

A Charitable Society operating two mornings per week in St Andrew’s Church  
Spratton, NN6 8HH 

For details please contact David Bennett, 4 High Street, Spratton. NN6 8HZ.           
Tel.  07962 231798 
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News from 

St Andrew’s 

Church 
I have received the most wonderful 

welcome to the village of Spratton and 

to ministry here since my licensing to 

the Uplands group of churches in 

Spratton. at St Andrew’s church at the 

end of April. It has been a joy to wel-

come newcomers to the church, lead 

worship and to start to prepare for 

baptisms and weddings that are to 

take place in the coming weeks.    

Meeting the children of our village 

schools has also been a wonderful 

privilege as has been meeting those 

who come to church for the lunch club. 

SERVICES 

June 

4.     11.00 Worship for All 

10.   10.00 Group Service Thornby 
         11.00 – 17.00 Open Gardens      
 Teas and  Crafts 

17.   11.00 Common Worship              

 Communion 

 24.  08.30 BCP Communion 

        17.00 Table Talk 

 

July 

1. 11.00 Worship for All 

8.   10.00 Group Service Hollowell 

 Steam Rally 

15. 11.00 Common Worship             

 Communion 

22. 08.30  BCP Communion 

 17.00 Table Talk 

29. 10.00 Group Service Creaton 

 

 

August 

4 11.00 Worship for All 

11 10.00 Group Service 

18 11.00 Common Worship             

 Communion 

25 08.30 BCP Communion 

 17.00 Table Talk 
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It is my hope that the welcome that I have received is reflected in the welcome 

that you will find on a visit to the church; whether it is for a quiet space to be 

still and reflect, to join with others in worship or whether to enjoy the          

hospitality and excellent coffee in Café Doris. 

I hope that in the coming months I will also be able to welcome you personally. 

Do come, the church is also your home, and you are so very welcome. 

 
Rev. Allison Twigg 

 
Licensing of the Reverend Allison Twigg by the Right Reverend John Holbrook, Bishop 

of Brixworth, as Associate Priest of the Uplands Group of Churches on 29 April 2018 

(Parishes of Guilsborough, Hollowell, Spratton, Cold Ashby, Cottesbrooke with Great 

Creaton, Thornby and Ravensthorpe) 

The deadline for the Autumn edition of the Parish Newsletter is 

Saturday 8 September 2018 

Please send articles to the Editor as Word Documents  

with images as separate jpgs.                                        

jarvis.enid@btinternet.com 
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News from the bottom of the hill… 

Part 3: The sun has finally got his hat back on! 

 

The sense of relief when the sun finally made its grand appearance, warming up 

and, crucially for us, drying up the ground here at Spratton Organic Farm was 

indescribable! At last we have thawed out and the mud has retreated, enabling 

us to have made some great progress on our farm entrance and we are looking 

forward to a year ahead in which we will be making some further visible 

achievements to show for our efforts. We shall certainly all appreciate the 

warmer weather and be grateful for every little ray of warm sunshine this   

summer!  

We are of course not the only ones relieved at the change in temperatures and 

conditions, as, in addition to the rest of the human population, the wildlife on 

the farm seemed to breathe a collective sigh of relief as well!  

Organic farming places a great emphasis on ensuring that the local wildlife is 

enhanced by farming practices and we talked in the last newsletter about our 

plans to create new habitats such as ponds, woodland, new hedgerows, wild-

flower meadows and areas of long grass and flowers uncropped etc.  

We have started to take note of the wildlife 

that we currently have on the farm and it 

has been fascinating to observe the     

emergence of each new plant and creature 

as spring began to fight back and finally 

take over from winter. We will be         

documenting how the establishment of the 

new habitats on the farm affects the wild-

life and hopefully brings in new species.  

There are several wildflowers already     

established along the field margins and we 

will be planting some other native wild-

flowers to add to these and build up the  

diversity of species over the coming years. 

 

Photos: Julia Britton 

Speedwell (above) and                          

hawthorn blossom (below) 
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The birds have been our favourite source of wildlife entertainment throughout 

the winter and coming into spring. We put out bird food for them during the 

cold winter months to give them a fighting chance of making it through and 

were rewarded with daily visits from a range of birds including the usual       

suspects of Blue Tits, Great Tits, Dunnocks, Robins and Blackbirds to a Song 

Thrush, a boisterous gang of Long-tailed Tits, a rather destructive Great Spotted 

Woodpecker, Chaffinch and some striking Goldfinches - all with their own 

amusing characters and habits.  

We had a beautiful Kestrel who was a constant daily visitor to the farm, hunting 

voles and mice from the long grass. It has disappeared in the last few weeks, 

hopefully because it is nesting somewhere but time will tell as to whether it   

returns. We plan to do as much as possible to create safe nesting sites for birds 

of prey, many of which, like the Kestrel, are on the Amber list for bird conserva-

tion concerns. We’ve been pleased to observe the Buzzards and Red Kites     

gliding above on the thermals. 

The farm already has a buzzing nightlife! We hear male and female Tawny Owls 

most nights (the females do the ‘twit’ sound and the males do the ‘twoo’ 

sounds!!!) and Little Owls and we have had the absolute privilege of seeing a 

stunning Barn Owl up close one afternoon, leaving us speechless! It has            

returned to hunt in the long grass on several occasions too. We are told that it 

has nested in the barn next door so we are very much looking forward to       

putting up some owl boxes on our farm so that its off-spring will also have a 

better chance of surviving and going on to breed themselves. We plan to put 

some boxes up with web-cams in them so that we can observe and share these 

amazing animals’ antics with you all.  

We will be having a box building extravaganza I think as we plan to install bat 

boxes, bird boxes, owl boxes, bug hotels, bee hives and hedgehog boxes around 

the farm. Hedgehogs have declined by 30% in recent years so we are hoping to 

boost numbers a bit in Spratton by rescuing some, giving them bed and board in 

our hedgerow highways and putting them on the payroll as natural slug and 

pest controllers!  

Enjoy the summer season!  

Best wishes from Simon & Julia at Spratton Organic Farm. 

www.sprattonorganicfarm.com 
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The meeting in March was a mix of demonstration and participation in Tai Chi 

and Dao Yin. Those at the meeting found it very interesting and enjoyable. 

In April, Rob Kendall gave a fascinating talk with slides, on ‘Northampton    

Theatres and Entertainments’. He is the Director of The Masque Theatre, a      

talented group of amateurs in Northampton. The talk was about all kinds of   

entertainment and highlighted some lovely old buildings which were short-

sightedly demolished over the years. A group from our WI went to see a Masque 

production of ‘The Bacchae’ performed, in the round, at the beautiful Church of 

the Holy Sepulchre, in Sheep Street Northampton. It was most interesting and 

well performed. 

In May, we had a visit from Mary Sheldon, who is a WI adviser. She came to      

explain about our Resolution for the National AGM, being held in Cardiff in June. 

It is entitled ‘Mental Health Matters’ and we got to vote for or against. Our vote 

will be taken by the local delegate and presented on our behalf. 

Future W I Events 

Tuesday 12 June ~ ‘Blood, Bikers and Babies’ ~ a charity doing urgent medical 

deliveries 

Tuesday 10 July ~ Annual Outing to National Trust Property, Upton House, near 

Banbury with afternoon tea to celebrate 95 years of WI in Spratton 

Tuesday 14 August ~ ‘History of English Folk Music’ ~ by Andrew Castly ~      

illustrated with live music 

Meetings are held every second Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall at 

7.30pm. New members are very welcome to come along for a couple of free visits. 

Join our friendly village ladies and have an enjoyable night out. If you have any 

queries please phone below. 

Carol Constable      01604 845252 

THE  

 WOMEN’S  

  INSTITUTE 
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SPRATTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

1920s query 

SLHS often receives enquiries from people whose relatives have a connection 
with Spratton and we do our best to answer using information already in our 
archives.  One such enquiry has us stumped!  Does anyone know of an Edith  
Jepson born in Spratton 15 February 1924?  She married Robert  Alfred Withey. 
We think the family later moved to Northampton.   

If anyone can throw any light on this query we should be very pleased to hear 
from you. 

Spratton Women in the First World War 

SLHS have researched all the men from the village who served in the Great War 
and the results are on our website www.sprattonhistory.com  We are now    
turning our attention to the women and attempting to find out what they were      
doing during 1914-18.  Most were ‘keeping the homefires burning’ and organis-
ing fund-raising activities, but some were working on the land or were nurses.  
Others were cooks and housekeepers in military establishments in this country 
and some possibly worked in the munitions factories.   

If you have any memories of relatives who were alive during the 1914-18 War or 
remember stories about them, especially the women,                                                   

we should be very grateful to hear from you.  

Enid Jarvis 
01604 821260          Photos. SLHS Archive 

 

 
1914 Arthur and Clara Wood.  
Arthur was landlord of the 
Kings Head 

Arthur Dickens and Evelyn 
Taylor on their wedding day 
6 October 1915 

Susan Adnitt, Richard Adnitt and 
Sarah Lily Manning working on 
the land in the 1920s 
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NATURAL SPRATTON 

Our African visitors arrived on time.  On 8 May two Swifts took up occupation in 
one of the two boxes (with cameras) on my house and I am currently waiting for 
them to lay eggs.  Last year they had three successful young and I am hoping for 
the same this year.  Let’s hope they might perform as well as they did last year 
when the first one hatched on the day of the Open Gardens when they had quite 
an audience. 

The other addition is that we now have another Barn Owl box on a tree at the 
bottom of the Brixworth side of the Spratton hill but it may be a year or two   
before it gets occupied (Hopefully by a Barn Owl and not Jackdaw, Stock Dove or 
squirrel). 

The annual visit of the wall-boring bees on the corner of Church Road and    
Holdenby Road is well under way with the warm weather.  Mostly visible going 
in and out of the holes are the black female Hairy Footed Flower Bee 
(Anthrophora Plumipes) although there are one or two other species around 

there.   A sure sign that we are heading into summer!   

Just an update for our “Beatle” fans !  The larvae as 
previously reported stored in my old cowshed over 
winter not only survived but produce lots of new 
Lesser Stag Beetles.  The various experts, such as the 
People’s Trust for Endangered Species, the North-
amptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre and the 
Wildlife Trust, who told me that they had rarely been 
recorded in Northamptonshire, were very pleased to 

hear this and hoped that they might reproduce.  They are now in a safe log pile 
in the Pocket Park and it is expected that they will find a suitable environment 
in rotting tree stumps and soil to breed 

The Pocket Park is bursting with life and as usual, Dave Cooke is photographing 
the seasonal flowers and can provide an email copy to anyone who requests it. 

They are also displayed in the Pocket Park. 

Jubilee Wood is looking very mature while at the 
same time gathering quite lot of nettles in one area.  
Volunteers are in short supply so if you have any 
time to help please contact the Clerk or myself. 
Broomhill has kindly offered to help by introducing 
some of its rehabilitation patients to help on Jubilee 
Wood and we are hopeful that this might be       
beneficial to all parties. 

John Hunt Sparrowhawk 

Photos: John Hunt 
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Code of Conduct for picking wildflowers 

Here are eight things to remember when picking wild flowers (with acknowl-

edgements to the wild flower charity, Plant Life). 

1. Make sure you’re not trespassing on any private land. 

2. Never pick flowers from nature reserves or any other protected sites 

(such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest) without prior permission from 

the landowner. 

3. Only pick from large patches of abundant flowers, leaving plenty of 

flowers for others to enjoy, to set seed, and to provide other wildlife with 

pollen, nectar, seed or shelter. 

4. Follow the one-in-twenty rule, picking one flower out of every twenty 

you find. You should never diminish the display. 

5. Only pick a small handful of flowers for personal use, you must never 

pick for commercial gain. 

6. Don’t trample other flowers or vegetation. 

7. Never uproot any plant unless you have the landowner’s permission, 

and be aware that some plants (listed on Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act) cannot be picked without a licence 

8. If in doubt, don’t pick. If you don’t know the identity of a plant, leave it 

where it is. Take a photograph instead and try and identify it at home first. 

Dave Cooke   

cooke41225@btinternet.com 

Photo: Dave Cooke 

 



20  

WEASELWORKSHOP 
 

Weaselsworkshop, the husband and wife team Louise and Stuart 
Smith, have been designing and making cushions for a few years 
now, and recently decided to diversify and hold a sewing class in 
the village. 

Using one of Weaselsworkshop’s designs, six students undertook 
their own task of creating a cushion for themselves using heavy 

weight luxury fabrics such as Harris tweed, velvets and chenille. Inners were 
supplied on the course - along with tea and biscuits! Under Louise’s tuition, the 
processes of appliqué and traditional button-back cushion construction were 
learnt with the course lasting over five weekly sessions. 

Not only were the results stunning, but new friends were made and the whole 
event was a real social and fun learning experience. Below you will see a couple 
of the finished results from local resident Judith, and Elly - who travelled from 
Daventry each week to attend. 

Weaselsworkshop will be running another course in September, so if you are      
interested in taking part please take a look at our photo gallery on Facebook and 

contact us for more details : 

 

Louise Smith on  07986 239113 or 
weaselsworkshop@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Brixworth Amateur Golf Society 
 

We are a friendly group who play 5 golf days a year at various courses through-
out the region. 

New members are most welcome to come along to join us. Come along as a 
guest for your first day to give it a try. 

We play on Fridays and the day includes golf, lunch, dinner and prizes. 

We have a maximum handicap of 36 so all levels of ability are welcome. 

Most members are from Brixworth and Spratton so you may be amongst people 
you already know. 

For further details, please contact the acting secretary on either of the following. 

          Phil Porch   07973 542741      philporch@gmail.com 
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F.O.S.S. 
Friends of Spratton School 

Chairman: Vicky Skinner 

 

FOSS Easter Bingo was held on Friday 23 March in the school hall. As is          

tradition, the children had a non-uniform day on the Friday of Easter Bingo and 

were encouraged to bring in an Easter Egg in exchange for the lack of uniform. 

We had over 65 eggs donated.  

The bingo was very well attended with the pizza and chips also being very well 

received. There were five games of bingo played with Easter egg prizes for    

winning a line and a full house. Even those children who did not win on the 

bingo were able to take home an Easter egg.  

Due to the number of egg donations received we were able to offer the              

remaining eggs back to the school to be used as prizes for an Easter drawing 

competition. The competition was judged by the teachers and first, second and 

third place were awarded to each year group. 

 

 

FOSS have a number of events planned for the summer term, with ice lolly sales 

returning after school every Friday from the 8 June. We will also be offering    

refreshments at Sports day and any other school activities.  

Contact us: sprattonPTA@gmail.com 

Like us at “Friends of Spratton School” to keep up to date with our 

events 
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Dawn Mallard Hairdressing 

17 Brixworth Road Spratton NN6 8HH 

01604 847260 

Stylists for Ladies, Gents, Students & Juniors 

Visit us for friendly and professional hair care. 

 

Our stylists have extensive experience  

in precision cutting, razor cutting,  

colour slices, weaves, colouring, 

big hair blow dries, roller setting, 

creative or traditional perming 

Great hair-up do’s for weddings, proms and      

special occasions 

We are working with Olaplex, a revolutionary   

upgrade service for hair colouring 

 

Competitive prices, with concessions 

 for seniors, students and juniors 

Free Consultations and Loyalty Cards 

Complimentary Tea and Coffee 

8.30 – 6.00pm (1.00pm Saturdays) 

National Hairdressing Federation Registered  

Farming History of Spratton  

by Michael Heaton 

now reprinted and available to purchase 
at £9.50 per copy plus postage and 

packing. 

 

72pp. 60 maps and illustrations, some in colour. 
Original historic research. 

The Enclosure Award 1766 mapped by the    
author for the very first time for Spratton. 

The book shows who-owned-what in and around 
the village in farming over the last 250 years. 

To purchase by PayPal see website 

www.sprattonhistory.org 

or email slhs@spratton.com  

to collect in Spratton  

            01604 821260 
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SPRATTON 
NN6 8HP 

Gardens Open for Charity 
Sun 10 June  

 
11-5 pm 

Craft Fair, Teas, Bug trail, Plants 
Open Farm Sunday – walk at 
2.oopm Home Farm, Smith 

Street, Spratton 

The annual Spratton bikers meet 

took place on 20 May at the Village 

Hall. The sun shone and a fine     

selection of bikes was there to    

admire.  Tea and cakes were sold 

in aid of the Village Hall’s upkeep. 

Photos: John Hunt 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

Daventry District Council           01327 871100  www.daventrydc.gov.uk 

Spratton Parish Council   Clerk Emma Gibson 07715 651904  clerk@sprattonpc.org.uk 

District Councillors     Sarah Peck       speck@daventry.gov.uk 

         John Shephard        07802 246660          Jshephard@daventry.gov.uk 

County Councillor     Judy Shephard        01604 843275 jshephard@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

SCHOOLS 

Spratton CE Primary      Michelle Pye         01604 846530 bursar@spratton-ce.northants-
School                 Executive Headteacher   ecl.gov.uk  

FOSS (Friends of Spratton  Vicky Skinner        07779 096797 sprattonPTA@gmail.com 

              School) 

Spratton Hall School      Simon Clarke, Head 01604 847292  office@sprattonhall.com 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 

Church Warden               Bill Blowfield         01604 847457 bill.blowfield@btinternet.com 

St Andrew’s Heritage Soc  Alison Bennett      01604 821785 alisongbennett@btinternet.com 

Uplands Group               Office         01604 743444 uplandsgroup@btinternet.com  

VILLAGE FACILITIES 

Village Hall Bookings       Jane Baker       01604 842640 

Recreation Field Charity     Paul Vellam       01604 843183 

Town & Land Charity       Pat Parish       01604 847734  pat.parish@tesco.net 

Editor Parish Newsletter    Enid Jarvis       01604 821260  jarvis.enid@btinternet.com 

Neighbourhood Watch       Peter Hunt       07745 117163  phunt@backfriendly.co.uk 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

Football Club         Gill Donnelly      01604 821949 

Garden Club         Jan Craig       01604 740401 

Local History Society        Enid Jarvis      01604 821260            slhs@spratton.com 

Lunch Club                  Jay Tindale      01604 946251            jmtindale@outlook.com  

Women’s Institute        Carol Constable 01604 845252            carol.constable@gmail.com 

Photography Group        Alan Roffey      07721 472236            alan.roffey@btinternet.com  

Sports & Social Club        Jeff Buckby      01604 846585 

Toddler Group         Christine Hunt   01604 846530            via Primary School 

Scout Group Leader        Graham Smith   01604 847176            grahamsmith8hh@btinternet.com 

Cub Leader                      Jenny Woodford  01604 842460 

Beaver Leader         Carol Constable  01604 845252 carol.constable@gmail.com  

Girlguiding, Spratton        Linda Fletcher    01604 821617 

Brownies                  Viv Walton      07581 520232 



 



 

 

 

 

 

A charity event raising funds for Spratton Guides, Spratton Scouts and Bloodwise 
6 bands playing, licensed bar and food care of Sauls Butchers 

You are welcome to bring a picnic and sit out on the lawn and enjoy the music 
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