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Northamptonshire County Council Annual Report
Moulton Division
Cllr Judy Shephard
As I have reported before these are extraordinary times that the County
Council are experiencing. It has been quite a roller-coaster ride!
Our new refreshed Cabinet under the Leadership of Cllr Matt Golby have
striven to meet the huge financial challenges which have faced our Authority.
We were faced with a £64 m deficit which resulted in an Inspector (Max Caller)
and two Commissioners (Tony McArdle & Brian Roberts) being brought in to
oversee our performance.
The stark recommendation on the back of this was to embark down the route
on becoming two Unitary councils (North and West) within Northamptonshire
by the year 2020. Although I understand that this now may not take place until
2021 due to Government slippage. A task force is now in place focussing on
local government reform and Leaders and Chief Executives meet regularly on
both N & W Steering Groups to progress this.
Our focus has been on continuing and strengthening our financial recovery
within the organisation and dealing with the challenges of delivering our key
Services that we have statutorily to provide including Adult and Children’s
services.
In reflection, over the past year it has been quite a turbulent journey! The
Caller Report from the Inspector highlighted that it was about “doing the
boring well” which indeed was a salutary lesson which we all took to heart.
We are now set to achieve a balanced budget position this year as we are now
in the black! This is in part due to being able to raise Council Tax to 4.99% and
the special Government dispensation of being able to use Capital Receipts, and
the sheer determined effort by the Chief Executive (Theresa Grant), Officers,
staff and our Section 151 Officer (Susan Zeiss). We still have the second lowest
Council Tax in the Country!
We must maintain this focus in the forthcoming years as it is key to be able to
proceed down the unitary route in a balanced outrun position. I believe we
have set a good and achievable budget for 2019/20 in part due to our

Transformation programme which has been determined not to disrupt the
statutory services we provide but this will also not be without challenge.
Due to the dedication and exceptional work by Officers and their teams (I
cannot emphasise this enough!) we have now been informed that the S114
Notice which restricted council spending, imposed last year has just now been
lifted. This is a clear indication that progress had been made in the right
direction and is a significant milestone. Careful and strict financial controls will
of course remain in place.
The County Council now operates only one Overview and Scrutiny Committee
as directed by the Local Government Association and I still remain Chairman of
the Development Control Committee at present – a position I have loved. I
have indicated that I will not be standing at the next council elections as by
then I will have completed 25 years as your County Councillor.
JS
May 2019

Sarah Peck and John Shephard, Daventry District Councillors for the Spratton Ward
(comprising the villages of Boughton, the Bramptons, Harlestone, Pitsford and Spratton)
Joint Report to Annual Parish Meetings
April 2019
We address two issues in this annual report, first those facing Daventry District and secondly,
initiatives in which we have been involved.
Two issues have dominated DDC in the last year: the introduction of the new environmental
services contract commencing in June and increasingly urgent preparations for the demise of
the district council and creation of a unitary authority.
In June a new entity took on the environmental services contract for DDC: DAVENTRY NORSE.
This is a joint venture company operated by DDC and the NORSE GROUP, an entity derived out
of Norfolk County Council. We are now familiar with the new waste collection operation of 1-23: food waste collected every week, waste for recycling every 2 weeks and other for land fill
every 3 weeks. Fortnightly garden waste collection via the brown bin is available at £35pa.
Separation of waste for recycling is being done centrally – so we do not need to separate paper
from plastic, tins and glass and the boxes will disappear. I believe that the new service is now
welcomed and happily running as planned.
The unitary debate has been ongoing in the background for many years. It surfaced as a
probability in the report of the government inspector reporting upon the NCC issues in January
2018. He saw the two unitary model, with Daventry and South Northamptonshire Councils
joining with Northampton as a single unitary council, as the only viable option. Brexit has
delayed formalisation of the legal process by the government. At the time of preparing this
report we await the necessary legislative order by which the process is commenced.
Anticipating that, officers and members of all the councils concerned are working hard in
preparing the ground, first, for the creation of a shadow authority which will draft the budget
for the first year of the new unitary and as far as is practicable for the new unitary itself. Locally
we will see District Councillors disappearing and being replaced, in the Moulton

Division of the County Council, where we now reside, by 2 or 3 new councillors – the exact
number is not yet known. Neither do we know the date of commencement of the new unitary.
That is expected to be either 1 April 2020 or 2021. In either event there will be elections in May
2020.
Early in the 2018/19 year we saw district council elections, Sarah Peck joining John Shephard as
your ward members. We both have now just over a year to serve before receiving our P45s
(with of course no redundancy package).
Two issues have dominated John’s personal agenda in the past year: the PCSO initiative and the
Buckton Fields development.
The PCSO initiative has had a long gestation. John was personally delighted when all five parish
councils agreed to support it. We welcomed Paul Miller in the autumn and wish him the very
best in his role.
As we approach completion of Phase One of the Buckton Fields development involving 376
houses (Blore Homes having completed their element, Martin Grant being some months
behind) , the emphasis moves from management of the construction of the dwellings to
management of the expectations of the residents. The liaison forum was set up to deal with the
former and has worked well in monitoring the development and minimising disruption. It has no
part to play in the latter. John has met with residents and begun discussions which are designed
to establish a suitable forum for refining and addressing the aspirations of new residents. This
commenced as an ad hoc grouping, recently enhanced by a Buckton Fields resident joining the
Parish Council. Much work is ongoing as to important issues such as the school,
communications, community facilities and representation. It is very much work in progress. Very
recently the Department For Education has cast doubt on the need for a school on site. We are
resisting the suggestion that the school might be significantly delayed or even abandoned. The
position should clarify in the next few months.
We have been made aware over the last few months that there have been concerns with an
increase in crime in the area. We have discussed these concerns with the Police, Fire and

Crime Commissioner for Northamptonshire. Going forward we understand the Commissioner
has ring fenced £3,000,000 this year, with part of the funding being used to implement a Force
Burglary Team. The Team is in the process of getting up and running and will focus on tackling
burglary across the county and providing a better service for victims of crime. More than 200
new officers will be recruited by Northamptonshire Police over the next two years, increasing
the Force establishment from 1227 to 3130 officers.
We are also very aware of the concerns regarding local bus services, particularly for the elderly
and those who do not drive. We have been working with the MP to find a solution to this
ongoing problem. There have been meetings and talks with Uno Bus (University of
Northampton) and progress has been made. Uno Bus are keen to pilot their new “demand
responsive” bus scheme here in the constituency of Daventry. The idea is loosely based on
running a “Uber-like” service using smaller single-decker buses. More information will be
coming soon. The MP is liaising with Parish Councils to keep them abreast of progress and make
sure that their input helps to share any future service. We know that he is also working with
Nusrat Ghandi MP, a Transport Minister, looking at ways that this scheme can be rolled out
across the UK.
JS / SP
April 2019

SPRATTON TOWN AND CHARITY LAND ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018
In accordance with the aims of the Charity we were able to give grants totalling
£6300 at the end of 2018. Nine students from the village benefitted with help
towards the cost of their books and equipment. Eight of the village
organisations, including the Village School, also received help towards their
different projects. We were able to donate a bereavement grant to each of the
families who lost loved ones during the year.
In addition we gave a lump sum to the Church in accordance with the Charity’s
constitution.
The Trustees were gratified by the number of letters they received from the
recipients of the grants.
All organisations and students are encouraged to apply for a grant and an
application can be obtained from the clerk. This year applications need to be
received by the end of October.
The Parish Council have re-nominated all the existing Trustees with effect from
January 2019.
The Trustees look after the land used for allotments including hedges,
pathways, fencing and gates. The maintenance of the land is paid for by the
rents from allotments and fields in trust to the Charity.
The cost for a plot (100ftx25ft) is £20 and we have one vacant plot. If anyone is
interested in renting please contact the clerk or any of the Trustees.
Pat Parish – on behalf of the Trustees Spratton Town and Charity Land
.
1 Gorse Road. 01604 847734. Parishpat79@gmail.com

Spratton Garden Club 2019
Spratton Garden Club was formed in 1979 with the aim of promoting an interest in “all
matters horticultural” within Spratton and the surrounding villages. Nearly 40 years later
we have 52 members are still enjoying a mix of talks, coach outings, self-drive garden
visits and social events.
Talks are held at the Sports and Social Club, Smith Street in September, October,
February and March at 8.00pm. The next talk is on The National Memorial Arboretum on
19 September.
There are coach trips and garden visits in May, June and July as well as a social
evening in a Member’s garden. This year we have a coach trip to the Dorothy Clive
Garden and Wollerton Old Hall in May and to Biddulph Grange and Little Moreton Hall in
June. Self-drive visits are to Westbrook House, Little Bowden and to Clifton Hall Farm,
Clifton-upon -Dunsmore.
In late autumn there is also the opportunity to order Mr Fothergill’s seeds through the
Club at a substantial discount.
Subscriptions are modest - £4 this year plus £2 for each talk.
If you are interested in joining us or finding out more about the club, do contact one of
the committee members:
Jan Craig, tel. 01604 740401, e-mail jancrawfordcraig@gmail.com
or
Julie Robinson, tel. 01604 843064, e-mail julierobinson50@hotmail.com
or
Elaine Pryor, tel. 01604 845071, e-mail thepryory@aol.com

SPRATTON VILLAGE HALL
VILLAGE MEETING REPORT 14 MAY 2019
The Village Hall Management Committee has for several years been relying on a
skeleton team with representatives from the WI, the Spratton Parish Council, and
Guides. Most of our active members are retired and have been doing the job for over 15
years. I know this situation is not unique to us is a national problem. But if anyone is
willing to give us some time we would be most grateful.
The referendum held by the Parish Council a couple of years ago had a limited response
so we have been working on the assumption that the hall will not be replaced in the
foreseeable future and we must continue to maintain and, if possible, improve it.
To that end in the past twelve months we have replaced the blinds and have recently
had the hall floor sanded and resealed. The result is fantastic and has given the hall a
real lift. I am in the process of getting technical advice on ways to insulate the hall by
internal relining of the walls I will then be looking for estimates and seeking grant
funding. Then we need to look at the upgrade of the kitchen.
I am delighted to report that the use of the Hall has seen major improvement to daytime
uses this year. I attach a list of the current daytime activities which now include Zumba
on Wednesdays; Pilates on Fridays; Boxfit sessions on Friday evenings and Ballet on
Saturdays – so no excuses for those wanting to keep fit. These are in addition to the
regular evening activities – and of course the eagerly anticipated European
Parliamentary Elections.
Financially we made a small loss of £13 last year ending in April. We have reserves of
£53,203 for future maintenance and improvements. This sum was largely as a result of
the very kind legacy left by Sheila Bradshaw.
My special thanks to Ruth Jones our treasurer, Jane for bookings, Linda Fletcher and
Sam Ashton our uncomplaining cleaner.
Thank you.
Adrian Baker
Chairman

SPRATTON VILLAGE HALL ACTIVITIES
Regular Activities – 2019
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Boxfit Friday evenings 8.00- 9.00pm
Brownies Every Monday 5.30-7pm during term times
Cubs Every Thursday 6.45-8.15pm during term times
Guides Every Monday 7.00 – 8.30pm during term times
Local History Society On the third Wednesday of every other month from 8.00pm
Pilates Friday Mornings 9.30 – 11.30 during term times with Lorraine Blackwell.
Spratton Parish Council On the third Tuesday of each month from 7.30pm
Women’s Institute On the second Tuesday of each month evening in the month from
7.30pm
Zumba Wednesday mornings 10.00am-11.00am

Contacts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Village Hall Bookings Jane Baker 842640 (all 01604)
Women’s Institute Alison Bennett 821785
Spratton Parish Council Emma Gibson 07715 651904
Brownies & Guides Linda Fletcher 821617
Cubs Jenny Woodford 842460
Spratton History Society Enid Jarvis 821260
Boxfit Ashley Coldwell 0744 3475112

Other days and weekends are available for private bookings, activities and events and we always
welcome fresh ideas.
Rev 9 /5/19

SPRATTON PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP

The group usually meets on the first Monday of the month in
the function room upstairs at the Kings Head.
We have a mixture of competitions, practical sessions and speakers for
all levels to advance their knowledge of and interest in photography.
In October 2018 we held our first Open Photography Exhibition in St
Andrew’s Church. This gave the chance to anyone, not just members, to
display their photographs and we aim to hold another exhibition this
October for all to join in.
The group currently has about 16 members from Spratton and the
surrounding villages.
The group also maintains a permanent exhibition of prints in Café Doris,
for which we are grateful to the Spratton Town and Land Charity for
grants to subsidise the cost of printing and mounting.
For further details please visit: WWW.SPRATTONPHOTOG.CO.UK

