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Introduction 

There are between 6.5 and 7.4 million dogs in the UK, producing 1,000 tonnes of excrement 

per day.  It has been estimated that, in a ten year life span, the average dog produces ½ 

tonne of excrement – that’s a lot of poo!  It is therefore not surprising that dog fouling is a 

major issue in many different areas of the UK. 

In recent research into public attitudes to littering carried out by Keep Scotland Beautiful 

(KSB), 69% of people rated dog fouling as the item on our streets, parks and beaches that 

bothered them most, with 13% of the people blaming dog owners for the problem.  The Local 

Environmental Audit Management System survey for Scotland in 2012/13 has recorded dog 

fouling in 5.4% of surveyed streets overall.  This figure rises to 7.7% within high density 

residential areas. 

Not only is it unsightly and extremely annoying if you happen to step in dog dirt, it is also a 

health risk.  Dogs not treated regularly with worming pills can become infected with a type of 

worm that, if passed on to humans, can lead to a range of diseases.  The eggs from the 

worms are deposited in the dog’s faeces but do not become infectious until 2-3 weeks after 

being deposited.  These eggs can survive in the local environment for up to 2 years so 

cleaning up after your dog is a must! 

 

The Law 

The Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003 came into force on 22 October 2003.  This empowers 

police officers and authorised local authority officers to issue fixed penalty notices as an 

alternative to prosecution.  A Fixed Penalty Notice for not picking up after your dog starts at 

£40, rising to £60 if not paid within 28 days.  If the fine is not paid, you can be convicted and 

end up paying up to £500.  

 

What you can do 

1. Encourage dog owners to pick up after their pets 
Politely but firmly encourage guilty owners you meet to do their duty.  You do not need to be 

rude, simply offer them one of your bags if you happen to be carrying one. 

2. Report dog fouling to the authorities 
If you don’t feel that you can approach someone, contact your local council to report an area 

where you encounter dog mess or if you see someone regularly leaving their dogs fouling, 

take a note of the type of dog, the location, and the rough time that the dog is usually 

walked, and report it to the local authority.   

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/report
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Ditch the Dirt 2014 

Keep Scotland Beautiful will be focusing on the issue of dog fouling across Scotland for two 

weeks from 1 - 14 September 2014 as part of the Clean Up Scotland campaign.    

We are encouraging dog walkers to ‘Grab it, Bag it, and Bin it’, and are asking volunteers to 

conduct a simple dog fouling survey of their local area during this fortnight to raise 

awareness of the problem. 

Volunteers are asked to survey any of the following areas:

Beach 

Riverside 

Canal 

Hillside 

Park 

 

Woodland 

Campus 

School grounds 

Local neighbourhood 

Agricultural land

Organising a survey is easy and we can help you every step of the way! 

1. Let us know you’re planning a survey and download our Survey Form at 
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ditchthedirt   

2. Decide where you want to carry out your survey and set a date between 1 and 14 
September 2014 (only surveys between these dates are valid)  

3. Don’t forget to invite volunteers from your local area, or enlist the help of a local 
group or school. 

4. After you carry out your survey, you can post your completed form to Keep Scotland 
Beautiful, First Floor, Strathallan House, Castle Business Park, Stirling, FK9 4TZ, or 
submit your results online at www.surveymonkey.com/s/ditchthedirt  

5. Email any photographs of your survey or dog fouling campaign to 
info@cleanupscotland.com 

6. Notify the local press of your survey findings using the template press release at the 
end of this pack.  
 

There are a range of Clean Up Scotland posters and flyers available to download and print 

at home to promote the campaign messages and the fixed penalty notice in your local 

community.  These can be found at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/dog-fouling  

 

Further Ideas 

If you want to increase awareness of dog fouling in your area, there are lots of other ideas 

you can tie into your survey, such as: 

 Organising a Clean Up event at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/register to clear up 
litter in the area you are surveying.  

 Invite local dog walkers, veterinarians, and pet food stores to a have a Bark in the 
Park! Celebrate all the fantastic benefits responsible dog ownership can bring while 
promoting the Grab it, Bag it, Bin it message.  

 Encourage volunteers to sign the Clean Up Scotland pledge at 
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/pledge 

 

 

 

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ditchthedirt
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ditchthedirt
mailto:info@cleanupscotland.com
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/dog-fouling
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/register
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/pledge
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Campaign Messages 

Grab it, Bag it, Bin it – Any public litter bin will do!  

Fixed Penalty Notice for not picking up after your dog starts at £40, rising to £60 if not paid 

within 28 days.  If the fine is not paid, you can be convicted and end up paying up to £500.  

Report dog fouling by contacting your local authority.  

 

Fast Facts 

Research 

 69% of people rate dog faeces as the item on our streets, parks and beaches that 
bothered them most.   

 52% of people in Scotland say that dog fouling is the waste item on our streets and 
public spaces that offends them most. 

 The Scottish Household Survey 2012 highlighted that 29.7% of adults perceive 
animal nuisance such as noise or dog fouling to be a problem. Higher than drug 
misuse or rowdy behaviour. 
 

The Law 

 The Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003 aims to protect residents from the risks and 
dangers of abandoned dog faeces.  The Act states that it is an offence for the person 
in charge of a dog to leave its mess without removing it.  

 Both the police and authorised local council staff can issue a fixed penalty notice of 
£40 to those they suspect of committing an offense under the Act. 

 Approximately 1,000 tonnes of dog faeces are produced every day in the UK.  (with 
Yorkshire terriers producing 100g a day while a St Bernard produces about 1kg!) 

 The law says that every effort should be made to clean up after your dog. However, 
there are notable exceptions for working dogs (for example, a dog in the care of a 
blind or disabled person, sheep or cattle farmer, or army/customs/police or rescue 
officials). Please see the Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003 for full details.  

 

Health Risks 

 Dog fouling can lead to an increased risk in disease if dogs are not regularly wormed.  
Toxocara canis can pass from dog poo to humans as Toxocariasis through 
contaminated sand or soil, or by playing with dogs which have licked eggs from their 
bodies or faeces. 

 The National Farmers' Union (NFU) in Scotland has warned that faeces left by dogs 
near agricultural land can harm cattle and sheep. 

 There has been an increase in cases of a disease, Neospora, which is spread 
through the faeces of infected dogs and causes cows to miscarry. Another parasite, 
Sarcocystosis, is spread the same way and can cause illness and death in livestock. 

 Cattle can also pick up the disease from contaminated feed or water but dog faeces 
are a potential risk too so the precautionary principle would be to pick up your pets 
faeces from rural and city locations. 
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Social Media  

 We would be grateful if you could support the campaign via your social media 

channels by: 

 Following us on Twitter (@CleanUpScotland) and retweeting our content 

 Liking our Facebook page (facebook.com/CleanUpScotland) and sharing our 

posts 

 Following our YouTube channel (youtube.com/ksbscotland) 

 

Here are a few example tweets / posts you may want to send out to your followers to show 

your support and raise awareness of enforcement: 

 Tweet – Grab it, bag it, bin it – Any public litter bin will do! #DitchtheDirt 
#CUScotland 

 Tweet – 69% of people rated dog fouling as the item on our streets, parks and 

beaches that bothered them most. #GrabitBagitBinit #CUScotland 

 Facebook – Have you registered to take part in Clean Up Scotland’s, Ditch the 

Dirt campaign? www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ditchthedirt #GrabitBagitBinit 

#CUScotland 

 Facebook – A Fixed Penalty Notice for not picking up after your dog starts at £40, 

rising to £60 if not paid within 28 days.  If the fine is not paid, you can be 

convicted and end up paying up to £500. #Ditch the Dirt #CUScotland 

 

Website / Newsletter  

If you are planning to include this campaign information in your newsletters, e-zines or online, 

you may want to use / include the following: 

 

In recent research into public attitudes to littering carried out by Keep Scotland Beautiful, 69% 

of people rated dog fouling as the item on our streets, parks and beaches that bothered them 

most.  This September, Clean Up Scotland is asking volunteers to take part in the Ditch the 

Dirt campaign by surveying dog fouling in their local community and to create localised 

campaigns promoting responsible dog ownership. For information about how you can get 

involved, visit www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ditchthedirt  

 

For promotional Keep Scotland Beautiful photographs related to the campaign, please contact 

info@cleanupscotland.com or call 01786 471 333. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ditchthedirt
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ditchthedirt
mailto:info@cleanupscotland.com
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Template Press Release 

 

Xxxday xxth Xxxxxxxxx 

For immediate release 

 

<INSERT LOCATION> TAKES ACTION TO DITCH THE DIRT 

 

A group of <insert type of group e.g. local residents, school pupils etc.> have given their time 

to conduct a dog fouling survey in <clean up location>.  

<Group name> participated in Clean Up Scotland’s, Ditch the Dirt campaign which is run by 

the independent environmental charity Keep Scotland Beautiful.  

Aimed at highlighting Scotland’s dog fouling problem, <insert group name> said that <insert 

statistic / comment relevant to local area>. 

In recent research into public attitudes to littering carried out by Keep Scotland Beautiful, 

almost 7 in 10 people rated dog fouling as the item on our streets, parks and beaches that 

bothered them most.  And with around 7 million dogs in the UK, producing 1,000 tonnes of 

excrement per day, it’s easy to see why we have a problem with dog dirt - in fact 64% of Clean 

Up Scotland campaign supporters said they encountered dog fouling while carrying out clean 

ups this year. 

Dog fouling is also illegal as a result of The Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003, and can in 

extreme cases lead to conviction and a fine of up to £500.  But more than that, it is a health 

risk – dogs not treated regularly with worming pills can become infected with a type of worm 

that, if passed on to humans and farm animals, can lead to a range of diseases.   

Keep Scotland Beautiful is urging dog walkers to Grab it, Bag it, Bin it and are reminding the 

public that dog waste can be disposed of, when bagged, in a public litter bin when a specific 

dog waste bin is not available.  

Mark Bevan, Head of Campaigns at Keep Scotland Beautiful, said: 

“Well done to <group name> for taking action against dog fouling in <insert location> - we 

welcome their contribution to the Clean Up Scotland campaign.  
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“The eyes of the world were on Scotland this summer when we hosted global events like the 

Ryder Cup and the Commonwealth Games. 

 “All over Scotland, people like <contact name> are helping our country shine and leaving a 

lasting legacy.” 

 

ENDS 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

1. A photograph of the survey event is attached (remove line if not sending one). 

2. Keep Scotland Beautiful is an independent charity which takes action, campaigns 

and educates on a range of local, national and global environmental issues affecting 

quality of life. It is working to make Scotland clean and green, today and tomorrow. 

3. Clean Up Scotland aims to involve one million people in making Scotland shine. In 

the short-term, the campaign aims to encourage people to participate in local clean 

ups to remove the litter and mess that blights our landscape. Keep Scotland Beautiful 

is also asking people to sign a pledge agreeing to responsible every-day action. Clean 

Up Scotland will celebrate, reward and highlight success where these improvements 

are delivered. In the longer-term, the campaign aims to change behaviour so that 

littering becomes as socially unacceptable in future as drink-driving is today. 

4. More information can be found at www.cleanupscotland.com, and the pledge can be 

signed at www.cleanupscotland.com/pledge  

5. For media enquiries relating to Keep Scotland Beautiful or the national Clean Up 

Scotland campaign, please contact Message Matters – Peter Duncan on 07740 

469949 or Andy Maciver on 07855 261244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cleanupscotland.com/
http://www.cleanupscotland.com/pledge
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Contact Us 

If you have any queries regarding Ditch the Dirt or Keep Scotland Beautiful, please contact a 

member of the campaigns team on 01786 471 333. 


